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267 


they are stern realities. They have made themselves formidable in Victoria where the British 
Government have a large naval force, and but for the intestine broils among themselves at that 
place—which have resulted in their being ordered to leave for their northern homes—would long 
before this have been here in force, and attacked or troubled both whites and natives. A report 
lately reached us that one of these tribes, the Simseans, had attacked and taken Fort Simpson and 
killed several of the Hudson Bay Company's people. Their reason for this outrage was said to be 
that they had been driven out from Victoria. Happily the report seems to have been groundless. 


With these facts before us, we think we have the right to ask of our Government the protection 
which the presence of a naval force alone can give; not that we expect or look for any immediate 
trouble with them, but, knowing what they are, and what they can do if they make an attempt, and 
what they have already done, it is but the part of prudence to be prepared to give them a warm 
reception should they ever attempt to come again within our waters.—[Correspondence San 
Francisco Bulletin, October, 1860.] 
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Whale Oil and Dog-Fish Oil 


The Whale Oil and Dog-Fish Oil Collected by the Mackaha—Delicacy of Putrid 
Blubber. | 


According to the statement of several reliable chiefs, these Indians have taken during the past 
year 13 whales, 7 of which they killed and 6 were found dead on the beach. They yielded about 
10,000 gallons of oil. The tribe during the same time have made some 2,000 gallons oil from 
dogfish livers. This oil is very pure and burns almost as well as the very best quality of sperm. The 
dog-fish oil is sold to the whites; the whale oil is almost entirely used for eating by these and 
various other tribes up the Straits, with whom it is traded by the Makahs. They hold it in high 
estimation and at such prices that it would scarcely pay for traders to purchase it for shipment. 
When freshly made from a recently killed whale, its taste is not unpleasant; it is infinitely 
preferable to the stale butter usually found on restaurant and second-class hotel tables. But these 
Indians are epicures in their way, and the most fastidious prefer the oil that drips from a half- 
putrid piece of blubber, which they keep hung up near the head of their beds, catching the product 
in a clam-shell or dish set for the purpose, and enjoying the reeking perfumes as they repose on 
their mats and blankets. 


Frame Dwellings of the Makahs—Great Size of the Boards 


The houses of the Makahs are built of cedar boards and planks, and are usually of large size, 
and slightly elevated shed-like roofs. They are very comfortable dwellings, and contain several 
families each. Every family has its separate fire, the smoke of which serves not only to dry the 
fish and blubber suspended over it, but causes an intense smarting to the eyes of the visitors who 
are unaccustomed to its acrid fumes. Around the sides are the sleeping places, and over these, on 
beams, are the hunting and fishing implements. The boards of which their houses are made are 
mostly procured at Nettinat Sound, on Vancouver Island. They are split out from cedar logs, with 
little wedges, and require skill and patience to make them. Some of these boards are very large, 
and are objects of curiosity. In almost every lodge may be seen one or two of the largest sized 
boards, carefully smoothed with little chisels, used like a cooper's adze, called Tomanawos 
boards. Some that I have measured were 25 feet long and 6 feet wide. 


Their Mode of Preparing Paints 
Heraldry of the Tribe—Paintings of the Chiefs—Their Mode of Preparing Paints. 


The chief or head of each family has painted on his Tomanawos board his peculiar 
hieroglyphics, which are at once the rubrico, or coat-of-arms, or private mark, by which his 
property is designated. These paintings represent the various objects of their mythology, such as 
fabulous whales, birds, beasts and creeping reptiles. These paintings are likewise mostly done by 
the Northern Indians—either Nootka, Clyoquot, or Nettinat—who have either more time or taste 
for ornamental work than the Makahs. 


I was invited one day to paint a design on the canoe-sail of one of their chiefs. He said he 
wanted a *Boston" picture, and as he always went faster than any of the other Indians when 
traveling up and down the Sound in his canoe, he wished me to paint a horse. I agreed to do so, 
and thus had an opportunity to see their style of preparing paint. First, some vermilion was put 
into a tin cup. Then two or three persons commenced chewing dried salmon eggs, which they spit 
into the cup, and stirring the contents with a stick, pronounced the red paint ready. While this was 
in operation, another person was busy in making my paint brushes, which he effected by shaving 
up the ends of two or three sticks of various sizes till they were like brooms. With these rude 
implements and an old Bowery butcher's cart and horse for a copy, I produced a picture of a red 
horse, which elicited the admiring grunts of the savage spectators. Over the horse I painted the 
chief's name in large letters, at his request, so that any white man seeing it would know who he 
was without having to ask questions. I required some black paint, and they made it by grinding 
charcoal with chewed salmon eggs. I have seen them make a superior black by grinding a piece of 
bituminous coal with salmon eggs and water. Paint so prepared dries readily and is impervious to 
wet. Their canoes are either painted with this preparation—always red inside and black outside, or 
are stained inside with a decoction of hemlock bark, and simply charred on the outside and rubbed 
with oil. 
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Manufactures of the Makahs 


The manufactures consist of such implements as are used in fishing and hunting, such as 
harpoons, spears, fish-hooks, and bows and arrows, which latter weapon is now rarely used, 
except by the boys for shooting birds, the Hudson Bay Company's musket taking its place; the 
women braid mats very neatly from cedar-bark, and weave blankets from dog's hair, baskets and 
conical-shaped Chinese-looking hats from spruce roots, cedar twigs, and bear grass. Boxes and 
dishes of various kinds are carved from wood, and occasionally à canoe, although, as before 
remarked, they prefer to purchase most of their canoes from the more northern tribes. 


The Northern Indians, and particularly those of Queen Charlotte's Island, are very expert 
carvers, and their stone pipes and wooden masks, and dishes of various kinds, are purchased by 
the curious as objects of interest. The Southern tribes of the coast seem to have little skill in this 
particular, and the Makahs do little more than carve rude faces and images of animals on their 
various articles. 


Their Love of Music 


The Makahs are fond of music, and many of their songs and chants, when sung in chorus, are 
melodious and musical. They readily pick up tunes from others, and, as many of the men have 
made voyages to San Francisco on lumber vessels, they have learned a number of popular tunes. 
Some have purchased accordions, on which they play very well, I was astonished, on entering a 
lodge one day, to hear a party singing, “Oh, Susannah,” and “Old Folks at Home," accompanied 
by an accordion. The words were substituted by some of their own lingo, but the tunes were sung 
well. 


Their Dress and Personal Ornaments 


During warm weather a blanket is the usual covering of both sexes, the women simply adding 
a cotton shirt to a cincture of cedar bark spun into a coarse fringe. Some of the men tie their hair 
into a club knot behind, and twist around it a wreath of hemlock or spruce twigs, giving them a 
picturesque appearance. During rains or cold weather they wear a bearskin, with the head part cut 
off so that the forepaw can be brought on both sides of the neck, and hang down the breast with 
the claws attached. On their heads they place the conical-shaped hat, painted with various devices, 
and in this costume, with the addition of a gun or spear, they make a formidable appearance. 


Both sexes have the cartilage of the nose pierced, and into this is tied a pendant piece of shell, 
by way of ornament. Shell ear-ornaments are also used. 


The females ornament themselves, when in full dress, with|a sort of coronet, made of the 
tapering horn-shaped shell called *hawqua"—the Dentalium of the conchologist. This is fastened 
around the head in parallel rows, and its pearly whiteness, contrasting with their black hair, is very 
ornamental. Into their ears are inserted strings of howqua, intermingled with brass buttons, 
thimbles, beads of various colors, and pieces of the green shells of the abalone. Bunches of beads, 
of various colors, are tied around the neck, rings of brass wire encircle the wrists, and strings of 
beads are wound around the ankles; the line of the parting of the hair, on the top of the head, is 
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marked with vermilion, the eyebrows are blacked with charcoal, the face is greased with deer's fat 
and then painted red. And this is the ornamental appearance of a Mackah belle. 


Description of a Meal Among Them 


Breakfast immediately follows the bath, and as their meals are all served up alike a description 
of one will give an idea of the whole. On entering the lodge I was invited to sit down near the 
principal or head man of the family. His portion of the lodge was separated from the rest of the 
building by a screen of mats to keep off the cold. Before me, circled around the fire, were the 
children and slaves, and on the raised platforms sat the principal members of the family. At my 
left, suspended from a pole stuck in the ground, hung the cradle of an infant, who was firmly 
lashed into an oblong basket, and its head compressed by bark and moss bound tightly across its 
forehead. The mother, sitting near, lulled the child to sleep by gently pulling a string tied to the top 
of the pole, producing a motion not unlike a modern baby-jumper. Around the sides of the lodge 
were the boxes and chests of the occupants, and on shelves over these were piled baskets of 
potatoes and dried fish, and skins of oil. Overhead hung blubber and fish, to dry in the smoke for 
future food. The meal consisted of roasted potatoes, boiled ducks, boiled fish, dried halibut and 
whale-oil. Hard bread and molasses were offered me, but I declined, thinking that the whale oil 
was more of a rarity to my palate. The viands were served up in wooden trenchers, and each one 
helped themselves without any aid from knife or fork. When we had finished, we wiped our 
greasy hands and faces on some cedar bark, and rinsed our mouths with a drink of cold water. 
They usually take three meals per day, excepting when they have a feasting time, when they go 
from house to house, eating at every one. 


Traditions of the Makahs—Story of their Origin 


Their Belief in the Transmigration of the Soul. Now to resume once more the subject of the 
Indians: I endeavored to ascertain from them, during my visit, their traditions or history 
respecting their origin. I was satisfied, from my former investigations among the coast tribes, that 
there has always been a communication among the tribes of the Pacific coast, and I concluded that 
as Cape Flattery was the point from which all communication from the North would naturally 
proceed to the South, these Indians would be very likely to have some tradition, referring to the 
supposed origin of the Indian in Asia—that there would be some idea, however faint, that would 
form a clue, or add a link to the chain that would give us at least a right to suppose that the 
conjectures so readily promulgated by learned men, respecting the origin of the American tribes, 
had some foundation in fact. But I found nothing, nor could I induce them by leading questions to 
deviate from their belief, repeatedly told me by different persons of the tribe. 


They believe that, originally, mankind were animals, and that the present race were formed by 
a series of transformations. The Mackah tribe were a hybrid race, half-dog and half-Indian—the 
progeny of a white dog and the daughter of a great chief or necromancer, who lived on Vancouver 
Island, nearly opposite Neah Bay. This chief being angry with his daughter, sent her and her seven 
children to Cape Flattery. There a magician turned them into human beings, and the present race 
of Makahs are their descendants. They were covered with white hair. “This,” said my informant, 
“is the reason why some of my people have light hair, and nearly white skin"—a fact that has, 
however, been attributed to the white people who have resided among them at various times, and 
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particularly to Russian influences. They also believe in the transmigration of souls, and that after 
death they re-appear as birds, animals, or fishes. 


Indian Legends—The “Thunder Bird” 


The Indians related to me many curious legends respecting their belief. The most interesting 
one is that relating to the “Thunder Bird." 


In common with all the tribes of the coast that I have met, the Makahs believe that thunder is 
caused by an immense bird, whose outspread wings obscure the heavens. This bird is called by 
the Chinooks, “Hah-ness;” by the Quemults, *Han-hah-ness;" by the Makahs, “Thlew-cloots;” 
and by the Nootkans, “Too-tate-lum,” or *Too-tootsh." The name of Tatooche Island, which in the 
jargon means “milk,” is in reality the Nootka name of the “thunder bird,” and should be 
pronounced “Too-too-tche,” or “Thunder Inland.” It was, however, not so named originally by the 
Indians, but as I before remarked, was, with the land about Cape Flattery, so named by Mears, in 
honor of the Nootka chief, Too-tootch-atticus. Lightning is supposed to be caused by a species of 
fish resembling the sea-horse, or Hippocampus. The head of this animal, they say, is as sharp as a 
knife, and the lightning is produced by the tongue, which is darted out like a serpent's. The name 
given by the Makahs to this animal is “Ha-haketo-ak.” It is supposed to be stirred up from the sea 
by the whales, when the Thunder Bird catches it, and keeps it under his wings for future use. 


The Thunder Bird is an Indian of gigantic proportions, who lives on the top of the mountains. 
His food is whales, and when hungry he puts on his wings and feathers as an Indian wraps himself 
in a blanket, and sails out in search of his prey. When a whale is discovered, the Hah-hake-to-ak 
darts out its fiery tongue, which kills the fish; and as the mighty, bird settles down to seize it in its 
talons, the rustling of its grant wings produces the thunder. The whale, when seized, is taken up 
into the mountain and devoured. | 


The Hah-hake-to-ak is not always employed in killing whales. Sometimes it darts down to the 
earth, and with its sharp head splits open trees. At other times, the thunder-birds have fights in the 
air, and dart their fire at each other, producing what we commonly call a thunderstorm. 


The Makahs religiously believe this fable to be a fact, and told me of an Indian who once went 
across Vancouver Island, from Clyoquot to Nania-moo, and on top of one of the mountains found 
the house or nest of a thunder bird. It was built of logs like an Indian’s house, and around it were 
strewn great quantities of the bones of whales. 


A Quill of the Thunder Bird Forty Fathom Long 


I was prepared to listen to these ancient traditions, but one of the modern ones was rather too 
much for me. There is an Indian of the Queniult tribe named Neshwarts, a great hunter of sea- 
otters and whales. I am well acquainted with him. The Makahs told me that Neshwarts went up on 
a mountain near the Queniult lake and saw a thunder bird sitting on the ground; he crept up gently 
behind it, and with a buckskin thong tied one of the wing feathers to a stump. When the bird flew 
off the feather was pulled out, and was found to measure the enormous length of forty fathoms, or 
two hundred and forty feet. I was asked if I ever had seen it at Queniult. I told them that I had not, 
but that I would advise Neshwarts, if I ever saw him again, to sell his big quill to the *Bostons," 
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for they would give him enough for his specimen to make him comfortable for the rest of his life. 
Neshwarts is a shrewd fellow, and has humbugged these credulous Indians into the belief that the 
story is really true. 


Little Folks of the Northern Lights 


Another legend related to me was about the aurora borealis, or Northern Lights. I was passing 
down the Straits of Fuca with Swell, an Indian well known in this place. There was a most 
magnificent display of the aurora; the whole heavens seemed lighted up with brilliant flashes 
having all the varied tints of the rainbow. Swell called my attention to it, and, pointing to the 
North Star, said that *Under that little sun, a great distance from here, live a race of Indians who 
are not taller than half the length of my paddle. They live on the ice and eat seals and whales. 
They are so strong that they dive down into the water and catch whales with their hands, and that 
light we see is from the fires of those little people who are boiling blubber." I asked him if their 
name was not Esquimaux? He said it was, but they were Shookums; and he did not dare mention 
their name while they were boiling oil, for fear they would kill him. I explained to him, as well as 
I was able, about the Esquimaux and told him of Dr. Kane's voyages. He said he was glad that the 
Bostons knew about the little Indians, and that they were not devils.—[From San Francisco 
Bulletin, October, 1860.] 
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Fourth Series—Prefatory 


The Third Series of the Indianology was commenced in the FARMER of May 24, 1861, at 
IX.—1, and concluded in 54 numbers on the 1st of August, 1862. The Fourth Series of the 
Indianology commences with this Number, and will contain reprints of accounts of the visits of 
Old Voyagers to California from 1579 to 1817, the most of which are not to be met with in 
California libraries and are now for the first time got together. To this is added republication of 
several notes of the author on subjects connected with the Indianology, and also notes on the 
Ancient and the Modern El Dorado to 1861. | 


Note—The first article of this Fourth Series as furnished by Dr. Taylor, is an extract “from the 
Voyage of the Sutil and Mexicana by Galiano and Valdez, 1 vol. 8vo. Published by order of 
the King at Madrid in 1802.” The extract, which is titled “The Bay of Monterey, October 
1792,” makes twelve large pages of manuscript, and is in the Spanish language, untranslated. 
In “setting up” this manuscript by persons unacquainted with the language, errors would 
unavoidably occur, and as we have no expert or Spanish scholar to read the “proof,” we 
therefore do not think it advisable to publish the Spanish extract at present.—PUB. 


THE CALIFORNIA OF SIR FRANCIS DRAKE IN 1579 
Memorials of Drake, 1860 


The Author's Notes on California, 1851-1862 


The following account of the Punta Reyes Indians was copied in February, 1855, from the 
“Lives and Voyages of Drake, Cavendish and Dampier,” Harpers N. Y. edition of 1844, and is 
now published as the only full account of Drake’s visit ever given in California, and which has 
been hitherto much wanted. There is no material difference between it and the account referred to 
in the “Famous Voyage,” vide California Magazine article. In many respects the present is much 
the best account. The remainder of the notes appended are also from the 1844 work. The reader 
desirous to ascertain fuller accounts of the old California voyages and travels, is referred to the 
author’s notes on Cabrillo (1542) in the San Francisco Daily Herald of May, 1853, pamphlet pp. 
40. On Juan de Fuca, 1592, in Hutchings’ Illustrated California Magazine for September and 
October, 1859, pp. 20. Father Kino and the Indians of Sonora, California Magazine, May and 
June, 1860, pp. 10. Father Altinira’s Journey in Napa and Sonoma in 1823, same Magazine, July, 
August and September, 1860, pp. 30. Notes on the Locusts and Grasshoppers of California, 
CALIFORNIA FARMER, January to March, 1858, pp. 35. Notes on the Condors of Chile and California, 
FARMER Of May to July, 1859, pp. 50. Accounts of Alexander Malaspina (1791), in the California 
Magazine of July, 1859, pp. 8. Also, to the following newspaper articles and notes, published in 
the California journals: California, Past, Present and Future, Hunt's Merchants Magazine for 
August, 1851, pp. 8. The Mixed Human Nature of California, Santa Cruz Sentinel of March 2d, 
1857. The influence of California on Animal Life, San Francisco Bulletin of April, 1857, pp. 10. 
The Commerce of the Vine, Olive and Med. fruits in California, in San Francisco Bulletin of July, 
1857, pp. 10. Prologue to California, Car. FARMER of May, 1855, pp. 10, which were written to 
accompany the Bibliographical account of the periodical press of California, Oregon, etc., 
published in the San Francisco Daily Herald of 8th May, 1855. These articles were bound in the 
volume of specimen newspapers of the Pacific Coast, from each county or district, in possession 
of the Mercantile Library of San Francisco. A Christmas Gift to California. San Francisco 
Herald, 25th Dec., 1856. The Eventful year of 1856, S. C. Sentinel, Jan. 24,1857. The Harbor of 
Monterey, S. C. Sentinel, 15th Nov. 1856, also, Wide West of Jan. 1857. The taming of the North 
Am. Buffalo, San Francisco Herald, Jan. 29, 1856. Sketch of Padre Junípero Serra's life, San 
Francisco Herald, Oct. 1852. The Railroad Routes to the Pacific, San Francisco Herald, Oct. 
1852. The Population, etc., of California, from 1769 to 1853, San Francisco Herald, Feb. 11, 
1853. The U. S. traffic in Mediterranean products, San Francisco Bulletin, April 30, 1859. The 
state of the Missions of Alta California in 1823, pp. 8, San Francisco Bulletin, Oct. 1860. 
California Yarns or Traditions of white men among the Indians of the North Coasts, etc., etc., 
ante. 1769, pp. 8, vide San Francisco Bulletin of June, 1860. The Olive Tree and its uses in Cal., 
pp. 8, vide San Francisco Bulletin of June, 1859. Records of California, 1770 to 1846, article in 
San Francisco Bulletin of April 27, 1860. Statistical account of stock animals in California from 
1770 to 1860, vide article in San Francisco Bulletin April 6, 1860. 


These papers and subjects are all intimately related with the discovery and early settlement of 
our State, and the connections of Europeans with the Indiada of these coasts. They are all more or 
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less referred to in the Four Series of the Indianology, published in the CALIFORNIA FARMER between 
February 1860 and March 1862, and which of itself would make up the size of a volume of the 
Railroad Surveys as published by the U. S. Government. 


The Indians of Punta De Los Reyes in 1579 


Satiated with plunder on sea and shore, Drake, on the 16th of April, 1579, sailed from 
Huatulco, about one hundred miles below Acapulco, on that bold project of discovery, formerly 
communicated to his company, and by the 3d of June had gone over 1400 leagues, in different 
courses, without seeing land. They had now reached 43 north; thé cold was becoming very severe, 
and, in advancing two or three degrees further, so intense that water froze the instant it was 
removed from the fire, and the ropes and tackling of the ship became rigid from the influence of 
the frost. On the 5th, being driven in by the winds, land was seen, and they anchored in a small 
bay, too unsheltered, however, to permit their remaining. Drake had not expected to find the coast 
stretching so far westward. The wind had now become adverse to holding a northerly course, 
although the extreme cold and the chill, raw unwholesome fogs which surrounded them had made 
such a track desirable. The land seen here was in general low; büt wherever a height appeared, it 
was found covered with snow, though now almost midsummer. | 


The land seen was the western coast of California. 


The Coast near Punta de los Reyes—The Indians 


On the 17th of June they anchored in a good harbor, on an inhabited coast. As the Golden 
Hind drew near the shore the natives appeared, and an ambassador or spokesman put off in a 
canoe, who made a formal harangue, accompanied with much gesticulation. When the oration 
was concluded, he made a profound obeisance and retired to the land. A second and a third time 
he returned in the same manner, bringing as a gift, or tribute, a bunch of feathers, neatly trimmed 
and stuck together, and a basket made of rushes. Of these rushes, it was afterwards found that the 
natives fabricated several useful and pretty things. The females, though the men were entirely 
naked, wore a sort of petticoat, composed of rushes previously stripped into long threads, 
resembling hemp. They also wore deer skins round their shoulders; and some of the men 
occasionally used furs as a covering. It was remarked that the Indians appeared as sensible to the 
extreme severity of the weather as the English seamen, cowering, shivering, and keeping huddled 
together, even when wrapped up in their furs. The basket brought by the Indian Ambassador or 
orator was filled with an herb, which, in some of the original relations of the voyage, is called 
“tabah,” the native name, and in others tobacco (indigenous tobacco). The Indian was either afraid 
or unwilling to accept of any present from the English in return for this simple tribute, but picked 
up a hat which was sent afloat towards him. The kindness of Drake ultimately gained the 
confidence of these people. The ship had some time before sprüng a leak, and it was here found 
necessary to land the goods and stores, that she might be repaired. 


He Lands on 21st June, 1579 


On the 21st this was done, though the natives appeared to view the movement with suspicion 
and dissatisfaction. They, however, laid aside their bows and arrows when requested to do so, and 
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an exchange of presents further cemented the growing friendship. They retired apparently 
satisfied; but had no sooner reached their huts, which stood at a considerable distance, than a 
general howling and lamentation commenced, which lasted all night. The females especially 
continued shrieking in a wild and doleful manner, which, if not absolutely appalling to the 
English, was yet to the last degree painful. Drake, whose presence of mind never forsook him, and 
who was seldom lulled into false security by appearances of friendship, mistrusting the state of 
excitement into which the Indians were raised, took the precaution of intrenching the tents, into 
which the goods and the crews had been removed, while the repairs of the ship were in progress. 


The Indian Reception of Drake 


For the two days following the "night of the lamentation" no native appeared. At the end of 
that time a great number appeared to have joined the party first seen; and the whole assembled on 
a height, overlooking the fortified station of the ship's company, and appeared desirous of 
approaching the strangers. The ceremonies were opened by an orator, or herald, making a long 
speech or proclamation, with which the audience were understood to express assent, by bowing 
their bodies at the conclusion, and joining in chorus, “Oh!” or “Oh! Oh!" After this friendly 
demonstration, for as such it was intended, a deputation of the assembly stuck their bows into the 
earth, and bearing gifts of feathers and rush baskets, with “tabah,” descended towards the fort. 
While this was passing below, the women, mixed with the group on the height, began to shriek 
and howl, as on “the night of lamentation, to tear their flesh with their nails, and dash themselves 
on the ground, till the blood sprung from their bodies. This is said, the “Famous Voyage," to have 
been a part of the orgies of their Idol or demon worship. Drake, it is said, struck with grief and 
horror, and probably not without a tincture of superstition, ordered divine service to be 
solemnized. The natives sat silent and attentive, at proper pauses breathing their expressive -Oh!" 


in token of assent or approbation. With the Psalms, sung probably to one of the solemn chants 
of the Old Church, they appeared affected and charmed: and they repeatedly afterwards requested 
their visitors to sing. On taking leave they declined the gifts tendered, either from superstitious 
dread, or probably on the same principle which makes a clown at a Fair afraid to accept the 
tempting shilling offered by a recruiting sergeant, from no distrust of the coin, or reluctance to 
drink the King's health, but from great distrust of the motives of the giver. The voyagers, with 
amusing self-complaisance, ascribed this fear or delicacy to the deep veneration of the natives, 
and to their thinking “themselves sufficiently enriched and happy that they had free access to see 
us." The Indians here Managed their foreign relations with ceremonial that might have sufficed 
for more refined societies. The news of the arrival of the English having spread, on the 26th of 
June two heralds or pursuivants arrived at headquarters, craving an audience with the captain 
general, on the part of their *piot" or King. The precursor of majesty harangued for a full half 
hour, his associate dictating to or prompting him, and concluded by demanding tokens of 
friendship and safe conduct for the Chief. These were cheerfully given. 
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The Author's Notes on California, 1851-1862—Number Two 


The Chief Arrives | 


The Chief Arrives, ornamented with Shell Moneys, and attended by his Ministers. 


The approach of the “piot” was well arranged and imposing in effect. First came the scepter or 
mace-bearer, as he is called, though club-bearer would be the more correct phrase. This officer 
was a tall and handsome man, of noble presence. His staff or club of office was about five feet in 
length, and made of a dark wood. To this were attached two pieces of network or chain work, 
curiously and delicately wrought, of a bony substance, minute, thin and burnished; and consisting 
of immense links. He had also a basket of “tabah.” These net-cauls or chains were supposed to be 
insignia of personal rank and dignity, akin to the crosses, stars, and ribbons of civilized nations, 
the number of them worn denoting the degree of consequence, as the importance of a Pasha is 
signified by the number of his tails. The King followed his minister, and in his turn was succeeded 
by a man, of tall stature, with an air of natural grandeur and majesty which struck the English 
visitors. | 


The Body-Guard 


The Royal Guard came next in order. It was formed of 100 picked men, tall and martial 
looking, and clothed in skins. Some of them wore ornamental headdresses, made of feathers, or of 
a feathery down, which grew upon a plant of the country. The King wore about his shoulders a 
robe made of the skins of the species of marmot [ground squirrel.—a. s. T.] afterward described. 
Next in place in this national procession came the common people, everyone painted, though in a 
variety of patterns, and with feathers stuck in the club of hair drawn up at the crown of their 
heads. The women and children brought up the rear, carrying each as a propitiatory gift, a basket, 
in which was either “tabah,” broiled fish, or a root that the natives eat both raw and baked. 


Make a Speech to Drake—Dance 


Drake seeing them so numerous, drew up his men in order, and under arms, within his 
fortification or block-house. At a few paces distant the procession halted, and deep silence was 
observed, while the scepter-bearer, prompted as before by another official, harangued for a full 
half hour. His eloquent address, whatever it might import, receiving the concurrent *Oh!" of the 
national assembly, the same orator commenced a song or chant, keeping time in a slow, solemn 
dance, performed with a stately air, the King and all the warriors joining both in the measure and 
the chorus. The females also moved in the dance, but silently. Drake could no longer doubt of 
their amicable feelings and peaceful intentions. They were admitted, still singing and moving in a 
choral dance, within the fort. 


The King makes a Present to Drake 


The King makes a Present to Drake, and Crowns him King of California. 


The orations and songs were renewed and prolonged; and the Chief, placing one of his crowns 
upon the Captain-general, and investing him with the other imagined insignia of royalty, 
courteously tendered him his whole dominions, and hailed him King. Songs of triumph were 
raised as if in confirmation of this solemn cession of territory and sovereignty. Such is the 
interpretation which the old Voyagers put upon a ceremony that has been more rationally 
conjectured to resemble the interchange or exchange of names, which in the South-Sea islands 
seals the bonds of friendship; or as something equivalent to a European host telling his visitor that 
he is master of the house. “The Admiral,” it is shrewdly observed, “accepted of this new offered 
dignity in Her Majesty’s name, and for her use; it being probable that from this donation, whether 
made in jest or earnest by these Indians, some real advantage might hereafter redound to the 
English Nation and interests in these parts.” We are expressly informed that the natives afterwards 
actually worshiped their guests, and that it was necessary to check their idolatrous homage. They 
roamed about among the tents, admiring all they saw, and expressing attachment to the English, in 
their own peculiar fashion. It was for the youngest of the company these fondnesses were 
imbibed. 
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The Manner of Showing their Friendship 


To express affection, the Indians surrounded and gazed upon|them, and then began to howl 
and tear their flesh, till they streamed in their own blood, to demonstrate the liveliness and 
strength of their affection. The same unnatural and uncouth shows of regard continued to be made 
while the English remained on the Coast; and obeisance and homage were rendered, which, being 
considered as approaching to sacrifice or worship, were strenuously and piously disclaimed. 


Their Temper and Physical Qualities 


These people are described as an amiable race; of a free, tractable, kindly nature; without 
guile or treachery. To mark their esteem of the English, and confidence in their skill and 
superiority, it may be noticed that they applied for medicaments for their wounds and sores. The 
men, as has been noticed, were generally naked; but the women, beside the short petticoat woven 
of bull-rushes, wore deer-skins with the hair on, round their shoulders. They were remarked to be 
good wives, very obedient and serviceable to their husbands. The men were so robust and 
powerful, that a burden which could hardly be borne by two of the seamen, a single native would 
with ease carry up and down hill for a mile together. 


Their Weapons, Houses, Etc. 


Their weapons were bows and arrows, but of a feeble useless kind. Their dwellings were 
constructed in a round form, built of earth and roofed with pieces of wood, joined together at a 
common center, somewhat in form of a spire. Being partly under ground they were close and 
warm. The fire was placed in the middle, and beds of rushes were placed on the floor. 


Excursion of Drake 


Excursion of Drake—Immense Herds of Elk and Deer 


Before sailing Drake made an excursion into the interior. Immense herds of Deer were seen, 
large and fat; and the country seemed an immense warren of a species of cony (species of ground- 
squirrel) of the size of a “Barbary rat,” their heads and faces like rabbits in England; their paws 
like a mole, their tall like a rat. Under their chin on each side was a pouch, into which they 
gathered meat to feed their young, or serve themselves another time. The natives eat the flesh of 
these animals, and greatly prized their skins, of which the state-robes worn by the King at his 
interview with Drake were made. 


Drake Post Notice of Possession 


Drake Squats on California, puts up Notice of Possession, and Leaves 


The Admiral named this fair and fertile country New Albion, and erected a monument of his 
discovery, to which was nailed a brass plate, bearing the names, effigy, and arms, of Her Majesty, 
and asserting her territorial rights and the date of possession being taken. Drake had spent thirty- 
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six days at this place—a long but necessary sojourn; but the repairs of the ship being completed, 
on the 23d July he bore away from Port Drake. 


The Indians Bewail His leaving 


The kind-hearted natives deeply bewailed the departure of their new friends. The regret, 
goodwill, and respect, were indeed mutual. The Indians entreated the English to remember them, 
and as a farewell offering or homage, secretly provided what is called a sacrifice. While the ship 
remained in sight, they kept fires burning on the heights. It is delightful at this time to hear of 
Europeans leaving grateful remembrances of their visits on any coast, and the pleasure is 
enhanced by being able to claim this honor to our countrymen. It was from some fancied 
resemblance to the white cliffs of England that Drake bestowed on the Coast he had surveyed the 
name of New Albion. 


Next day a store of seals were caught at some small islands which are now supposed to be the 
Farallones of modern charts. Thus far had Drake boldly explored in search of a passage 
homeward, either through an undiscovered strait or around the northern extremity of the continent 
of America; but now this design, so honorable to his enterprise and even to his sagacity, was for 
the present abandoned; the winds being adverse, and the season too much advanced to prosecute 
further so perilous an adventure. Leaving the scene of his discoveries on the Western Coast of 
America, which are reckoned to begin immediately to the North of Cape Mendocino(!!!) and to 
extend to 48? north, Drake with the unanimous consent of his party, having formed the design of 
returning home by India and the Cape of Good Hope, sailed westward for 68 days without coming 
in sight of land. 


Note—Santa Barbara, June 1861.—Having stopped at Ternatii and Java he doubled the Cape of 
Good Hope and touched on the 22d July at Sierra Leone. On the 27th July 1580, after a 
voyage round the Globe of two years and ten months, Drake brought the *Golden Hind" into 
Plymouth harbor. On the 4th of April 1581, Queen Elizabeth visited the Golden Hind in state, 

. and partook of a grand banquet with Drake on board the vessel, and Drake was knighted by 
the Queen. Some of the timber of the Golden Hind was afterwards (on breaking up the 
vessel) preserved and made into a chair which is now kept in the Bodleian Library of Oxford. 
(See Note on Drake, by the Author, in Dec. 1860 number of Hutchings’ Illustrated California 
Magazine.) 


The Golden Hind was celebrated in verse by the poet Cowley, of which it is highly desirous 
some California editor should give a copy. The Portuguese pilot Nuna Silva, brought from the 
Cape de Verde Islands by Drake, wrote afterwards an account of his voyage. He left Drake at 
Huatulco (which is situated on the Pacific Coast of Mexico some one hundred miles to the 
southward of Acapulco), with a number of other prisoners. For some account of the strange 
wanderings of Bolanos, a Spanish sailor left by Drake near Punta Reyes in 1579, see some 
"California Yarns" of the writer in the San Francisco Evening Bulletin, 6th and 8th June, 1860. 


On the first of March 1579, Drake had captured off Payti, the galleon Cacafuego, Capt. Juan 
de Anton, of Biscay, with gold, silver, and cargo valued then at three hundred and sixty thousand 
dollars, with many precious stones besides. 


Drake's god-father was Sir Francis Russel of Tavistock, afterward Earl of Bedford. He died at 
the age of fifty-one, at Porto Belle (of New Grenada), while Admiral Drake, on the 28th January 
1596, and was buried at sea. He is described as low of stature, extremely well made, broad chest, 
and a round compact head. His complexion was fair and sanguine, countenance open and 
cheerful, with large lively eyes. He was a thorough bred seaman, practical and theoretical 
according to the times. He was rich, liberal and bountiful. Drake established the seaman's chest at 
Chatham, for sick and disabled seamen, which afterwards materially assisted the foundation of 
Greenwich Hospital. He sat in Parliament once for a Cornish borough, and once for the town of 
Plymouth in the 35 y. of Elizabeth. He was also in the English fleet battling with the Great 
Armada of Spain, which he greatly assisted to demolish. 


He also, it is said, first laid out the works for supplying fresh| water to the town of Plymouth. 
He married the daughter and sole heiress of Sir George Sydenham, of Coombe Sydenham in 
Devonshire, but died without children. His estate descended to his nephew Francis, who was 
made a Baronet by James the First. At the present time (1861), the estates of this family in 
England, said to be very valuable, are, as appears by English and American papers, to be in want 
of an heir to the title and riches of Drake. | 
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The Author's Notes on California, 1851-1862—Number Three. 


Sir Francis Drake 


The Illustrated London News of the 9th of February, 1858, is furnished with engravings of 
two highly interesting mementos of this celebrated California Hero, of which the following 
account is given by a correspondent of that journal: | 


At Nutwell Court, near the city of Exeter, are presented several mementos of 
the great circumnavigator Drake; and amongst them, unquestionably the 
most precious are the two jewels represented in the engravings, which, as 
tradition says: were given to Drake by Queen Elizabeth, on his return from 
the voyage round the world. 


The smaller jewel, in form of a sun or star, has rubies set in the rays and 
diamonds and opals in the border round the inner portion; engraved in this, in 
intaglio, is an orb, emblematical of sovereignty, and round the ruby are 
several very fine opals. 


The larger jewel is a most exquisite specimen of goldsmith's skill; it is richly 
enameled in red, yellow, blue and green, and has a few diamonds and rubies 
introduced in the border. The center is composed of a very fine cameo, cut in 
onyx, believed to be by Valerio Vincentino—a most celebrated engraver of 
precious stones, and of whose works Felitien says, that if his designs were 


equal to his execution, he might be compared with the ancients. The subject of 
this Cameo is a representation of two heads—one of Negro character, and the 
other a beautiful female face—typical, doubtless, of Europe and Africa. At the 
back of the jewel in the center, is an exquisite miniature of Queen Elizabeth, 
in all her glory of ruff and necklace, painted by Nicholas Hilliard, and bearing 
date Anno Dom. 1575, Regni 20. Hilliard was limner, jeweler and goldsmith, 
to Queen Elizabeth; his works were highly esteemed. On the inner side of the 
cover to the back of the jewel, is a phoenix in enamel. 


There is a discrepancy in the above date of 1575, with those dates which are the received ones 
of history, as relating to the voyage of Drake to California and the American Pacific Coasts, and 
so around the world through the Oriental seas of the Moluccas back to Old England. Probably it is 
a typographical error. 


In the account of this voyage of circumnavigation as printed in Hakluyt's work, 1589, and 
quoted in Greenhow's history of Oregon and California, 1847, it appears that Drake sailed from 
Plymouth on the 13th of December, 1577, with five vessels—the expedition was winked at by 
Elizabeth, and its intention to filibuster on the Spanish settlements in Peru and Mexico well 
understood by his crews as well as his friends in England. The expedition entered the Pacific by 
the Straits of Magellan in September, 1575; the squadron were all destroyed in a storm thereaway, 
excepting a schooner of 100 tons, and some sixty men, with which, nothing daunted, the old 
Filibuster Captain went on to plunder the rich coast towns of the Spaniards, from Talcahuano in 
Chile, to Guatulco in Mexico—the last is the present Huatulco in Oaxaca, about 100 miles north 
of the city of Tehuantepec; from all which they carried off, in booty of gold, silver, and precious 
stones, some three millions of pesos duros. Fearing the attacks of Spanish galleons and caravals, 
Drake Steered 1400 leagues west and northwest, and after great difficulties, privations and 
dangers, be came to anchor at the California shores on the 17th day of June, 1579, as Hakluyt 
states, ^where it pleased God to send him into a fair and good bay, within 38 degrees toward the 
line." Here they remained five weeks. At this place Drake received the homage of the King of the 
Rancherias of Indians for his mistress Queen Bess, smoked native tobacco with the Californians, 
and took possession of the country, which he termed 


New Albion. This name it retained on most maps and charts, American and European 
(excepting Spanish), until those made after the 7th day of July, 1846. 


After repairing his vessel, Drake sailed on the 22d of July, 1579, from the bay of Punta de los 
Reyes, whose latitude, as stated by him, nearly agrees with that more carefully ascertained by the 
officers of the U. S. Coast Survey since 1850. 


Before his departure Drake erected on the shores of the Bay which still retains his name, a 
pillar bearing an inscription commemorating the fact of this cession of sovereignty. He arrived in 
England by the way of the Cape of Good Hope on the 26th of September 1580, after an absence of 
1014 days, and was received by the Queen and Court of England with every demonstration of 
honor and respect. Elisabeth visited him on board of his California ship, the *Golden Hind," 
dubbed him Knight, and took him into great favor, which irritated the Ambassador of Philip, King 
of Spain, her brother-in-law, to such a degree as to be one of the moving causes of the fitting out 
of the celebrated Armada, a short time afterwards, which Drake by his skill and valor helped so 
materially to destroy and exterminate. 
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This California discovery-ship, the Golden Hind was afterwards broken up, and a chair made 
from its old timbers was presented to the FINIS of Oxford, as stated by the Elizabethan 
chroniclers. 


After the Armada, Drake continued to serve his country faithfully until the time of his death, 
which occurred about 1600, or thereabouts, on the Spanish main near Carthagena. His title, 
estates, and honors, were inherited by his nephew, whose desce dants still represent in British 
aristocracy, the California Admiral of maritime antiquity. 


Drake was contemporary with the greatest men of the age, arid as time has proved, even of the 
world. He lived in the epoch of William Shakespeare and Francis Bacon; of Edmund Spencer, and 
of Captain John Smith, that noble and chivalrous American Englishman who founded Virginia; 
also, ofthe gallant Irishman and cordial-hearted cavalier, the ever to be lamented and remembered 
Sir Walter Raleigh; of the old sea chroniclers Hakluyt and Ramuslo Purchas, whose works are 
mints of curious lore and instruction; of the California navigator, Sebastian Viscaino, and of the 
discoverer of Oregon, Juan de Fuca. But the greatest of all these! was he, who gained sway over 
the world by the simple magic of the pen, unfolding the hidden mysteries of man's heart, and the 
overflowing beauties of nature to the present and to the future generations of earth's children. His 
fame was as fresh, as flowery, as verdant, as mellow and mature, > then 1 in 1600, as it is now in 
1860. 


A very pleasant and recently written description of Sir Francis Drake’s Bay may be found in 
the Annals of San Francisco, 1854. The Tamalenos tribe of Indians, a remnant of which still 
inhabit the Punta los Reyes country, are thought to be the same indigena who received Drake with 
such hospitality and good will in 1579. One of our old pioneer friends who lived thereabouts from 
1833 to 1838, informs us that their habits, dress, and customs, assimilate very faithfully to the 
accounts of them given by the Admiral two hundred odd years ago. They still gather the wild 
tobacco, and smoke it after their wild gipsy fashion. We have never heard of any account of the 
inscribed pillar built by Drake at the site of his California anchorage. Some remains of it however 
may be even yet in existence. 


An English resident of California, who lived for many years in the city of Oxford, England, 
states to us, that Drake's chair, made from the Golden Hind, is still preserved in the public halls of 
the aforesaid Bodlean library, and that he has many times sat in it. Suspended over this California 
memorial, is some original government paper relating to the de¢apitation of King Charles the 
First. The old library spoken of is one of the most extensive and valuable in the world. 


His Native Place 


The fore mentioned journal of February and March, 1856, says: “There is an old tumble-down 
house in the town of St. Aubins, Jersey, in which the islanders maintain Sir Francis Drake was 
born, and spent his childhood. The story goes on to say, that the great navigator's name was 
originally Francois Mailliard, the patois for Drake in Jersey, but that when he became a great man 
he converted it into Francis Drake. The said house is still inhabited by a family of Mailliards, who 
pretend to be descended from a brother of Sir Francis. Can any reader inform me where he (Sir 
Francis Drake) was born, and consequently whether my native isle has the honor of having been 
the birthplace of such a famed one in English history? Celia Young, Jersey." 
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Sir Francis Drake was born at Tavistock in Devonshire, a country which produced several 
Elizabethan heroes, among them Sir Francis, ^worthy companion, both in life and death, of Sir 
John Hawkins," Sir Walter Raleigh, Sir Humphey Gilbert, and others of less note. Sir Francis died 
in 1596, off Nombre de Dios on the Isthmus of Panama; upon whose death one wrote thus: 


"The waves became his winding-sheet, the waters were his tomb; 
But for his fame, the ocean sea was not sufficient room." 


All these are in answer to queries of correspondents. Devonshire has the honor of giving birth 
to the great circumnavigator. He was born in a farmhouse in the parish of Musbury, about three 
miles from Axminster. This was originally the family seat, and there is not a question as to the fact 
I state. If proof however be required, I refer your correspondent to my friend the Rev. Geo. 
Tucker, Rector of Musbury, an accomplished scholar of great research, who will readily furnish 
conclusive evidence. FRIED. TOFREY. 


P. S.—The monuments of the Drakes are in the Parish church of Musbury. 


His California Navigating Instruments 


The same journal, in June 1856, contains the following on the Astrolabe of Sir Francis Drake 
in Greenwich Hospital, and on some other matters pertaining to the Great Admiral of England and 
California. Among the many relics of England's naval history enshrined in that stately and 
appropriate repository, Greenwich Hospital (a noble building dedicated to a nobler purpose), few 
are more interesting, few attract more attention, than the Astrolabe or instrument for taking the 
altitude of the sun or stare, once belonging to the famous Drake. This instrument constructed for 
Sir Francis when Captain Drake, prior to his first expedition to the West Indies in 1570, and 
subsequently preserved in a cabinet of antiquities belonging to the Stanhope family, was 
presented in 1783 by the Rt. Hon. Phillip, fifth Earl of Chesterfield, on his quitting England as 
ambassador to the Court of Spain, to the Rev. Francis Bigsby, A. M., of Stanton manor, 
Derbyshire, who had in the preceding year married the Hon. Francis Stanhope's widow, his 
Lordship's step-mother. In 1812, that gentleman having ruptured a large blood-vessel, in 
anticipation of approaching death gave it as a token of affection to his younger brother Robert 
Bigsby, Esq., of Lion Hill house, Nottinghamshire, the father of whom had the honor of 
presenting it to King William IV, by whom it was bestowed on the Royal Hospital of Greenwich. 
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The Author's Notes on California, 1851-1862—Number Four. 


Statue to Drake in Germany | 


A statue of Sir Francis Drake has been presented to the town of Offenburg, by Herr Andreas 
Friederich, an eminent sculptor of Strasburg. It is executed in a fine-grained red sandstone, nine 
feet high, and is erected on a handsome pedestal of sandstone fourteen feet high, in one of the best 
situations of the town. Drake is represented standing on his ship at Deptford, on the 4th of April, 
1587, having just received knighthood at the hands of Queen Elizabeth. He holds in his right hand 
a map of America, and in his left a bundle of potato stalks, with the roots, leaves, flowers and 
berries attached. His arm leans on an anchor, over which a mantle falls in ample folds. On each 
side of the pedestal are inscriptions, the first being, “Sir Francis Drake, the introducer of potatoes 
into Europe, in the year of our Lord 1586;” the second, “The thanks of the town of Offenburg to 
Andreas Frederich of Strasburg, the executor and founder of the statue;" the third, “The blessings 
of millions of men, who cultivate the globe of the earth, is thy most imperishable glory;" and the 
fourth, “The precious gift of God, as the help of the poor against need, prevents want." The 
citizens of Offenburg have presented the artist with a silver goblet, on the lid of which stands a 
model, in the same metal, of the statue of Drake.—| National Magazine, 1858.] 


His immense “California pile" wants an heir, after compounding interest for 280 years! ’Tis a 
pity we are not an heir. The following are two newspaper articles of 1858, in reference to heirs: 


Rev. Caswell Drake, of this State, has gone to England, to establish his claim 
as a descendant and heir of the famous Sir Francis Drake, the great admiral 
and navigator, who was appointed and knighted by Queen Elizabeth."—[N. C. 
paper.] 

"Mrs. Anna Cooper, Cincinnati, formerly of New Jersey, claims to be a lineal 
descendant of Sir Francis Drake, who died in England in 1622, or thereabout, 
and left an immense estate, worth some $80,000,000; which, after passing 


through several generations, has at last been unable to find one of the family 
upon whom to bestow itself.—[Eastern paper.] 


These scattered scraps are well worth preserving in a California magazine, and will no doubt 
be found of great interest to our readers. 


An excellent portrait may be found in a rare old English copy of Fletcher's account of Drake's 
Voyage, published in 1653, under the following quaint title, verbatim et literatim: 


Sir Francis Drake revived. Who is or may be a pattern to stir up all heroicke 
and active SPIRITS of these Times, to benefit their country and eternise their 
names by like Noble ATTEMPTS. Being a summary and true relation of foure 
Several voyages made by the said Sir Francis Drake to the West 
Indies—viz—His dangerous adventuring for Gold and Silver with the gaining 
thereof. And the surprising of Nombre de Dios by himself and two and Fifty 
men. His Encompassing the World. His voyage made with Christopher 
Carliel, Martin Frobisher, Francis Knollis, and others. Their taking the 
townes of Saint Jago, Sancto Domingo, Carthagena and Saint Augustine. His 
last Voyage (in which he dyed) being accompanied with Sir John Hawkins, Sir 
Thomas Baskerfield, Sir Nicholas Clifford, with others. His manner of Buriall. 


Collected out of the Notes of the said Sir Francis Drake, Master Philip 
Nichols, Master Francis Fletcher, Preachers; and the Notes of divers other 
Gentlemen (who went in the said Voyages) carefully compared together. 


Printed at London for Nicholas Bourse, dwelling at the south entrance of the 
Royal Exchange, 1653. 


Late English Works on the Life and Services or Drake 


Several valuable works drawn from original manuscript family materials of the noble houses 
of England, as well as from the Government archives of the time of Elizabeth and James First, 
have been published in London between 1840 and 1860, but we are unable to give their titles and 
dates. The said-to-be-immense estate of the family, had its foundation in the money brought from 
California and Mexico in 1579. 


If these notes should fall under the notice of the head of this California noble house of 
England, we trust for the good name of our State and the fame of Drake, that his works may be re- 
compiled by competent writers of the California spirit, who will see that they may not be in the 
future so scarce to our public as they are now. Let us have his legitimate portrait and autograph at 
least among our public archives. 


290 


Word Portrait of Sir Francis Drake, the California Admiral 


Motley's *History of the United Netherlands" gives the annexed sketch of Sir Francis 
Drake—who, some say, was the discoverer of our Bay of San Francisco (so named by the 
Spaniards, some two centuries later), and of the golden riches of (California. There is a painting of 
Sir Francis in the room of the Board of Supervisors, In the City Hall.—[Ed. San Francisco 
Bulletin, 4 April 1861.] 


It is proper here to note that all the Spanish historical writers ante 1830, invariably term Drake 
“pirate,” “corsair,” “fillibustero,” and the etc. etc, of very bad names. It is by no means a settled 
point in history, whether the Bay of San Francisco was discovered by Cabrillo, Viscaino, Drake, 
or Padre Junipero’s Company of Explorers of 1771-73.—a. s. T. 


Drake was a small man, apparently forty-five years of age, of a fair but somewhat weather- 
stained complexion, with light brown closely curling hair, an expansive forehead, a clear blue eye, 
rather commonplace features, a thin brown pointed beard, and slight mustache. Though low of 
stature, he was broad-chested, with well-knit limbs. His hands, which were small and nervous, 
were brown and callous with the marks of toil. There was something in his brow and glance not to 
be mistaken, and which men willingly call master; yet he did not seem to have sprung of the born 
magnates of the earth. He wore a heavy gold chain about his neck, and it might be observed that 
upon the light full sleeves of his slashed doublet the image of a | small ship on a terrestrial globe 
was curiously and many times embroidered. 


This was not the first time (1586) that Drake had visited the|Netherlands. Thirty years before, 
the man had been apprentice on board a small lugger which traded between the English coast and 
the ports of New Zealand. Emerging in early boyhood from his paternal mansion (an old boat 
turned bottom upwards on a sandy down) he had naturally takeh to the sea, and his master, dying 
childless not long afterward, bequeathed to him the lugger. But in time his spirit, too much 
confined by coasting in the narrow seas, had taken a bolder flight. He had risked his hard-earned 
savings in a voyage with the old slaver John Hawkins, whose ekertions in what was then 
considered an honorable and useful vocation, had been rewarded by Queen Elizabeth with her 
special favor, and with a coat of arms, the crest whereof was a NNegro's head, proper, chained; but 
the lad's first and last enterprise in this field was unfortunate. Captured by Spaniards, and only 
escaping with life, he determined to avenge himself on the whole Spanish nation; and this was 
considered a most legitimate proceeding according to the “sea divinity” in which he had been 
schooled. | 


His subsequent expeditions against the Spanish possessions|in the West Indies were eminently 
successful, and soon the name of Francis Drake rang through the world and started Philip in the 
depth of his Escorial. The first Englishman, and the second of àny nation, be then plowed his 
memorable “furrow round the earth,” carrying amazement and destruction to the Spaniards as he 
sailed, and after three years brought to the Queen treasure enough, as it was asserted, to maintain 
a war with the Spanish King for seven years, and to pay himself and companions, and the 
merchant adventurers who had participated in his enterprise, forty-seven pounds sterling for every 
pound invested in the voyage. The speculation had been a fortunate one both for himself and for 
the kingdom. 
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The terrible Sea King was one of the great types of the sixteenth century. The self-helping 
private adventurer, in his little vessel, the Golden Hind, 100 tuns burden, had waged successful 
war against a mighty empire, and had shown England how to humble Philip. When he again set 
foot on his native soil he was followed by admiring crowds, and became the favorite hero of 
romance and ballad, for it was not the ignoble pursuit of gold alone, through toil and peril, which 
had endeared his name to the nation. The popular instinct recognized that the true means had been 
found at last for rescuing England and Protestantism from the overshadowing empire of Spain. 
The Queen visited him in his Golden Hind, and gave him the honor of knighthood. 


The treaty between the United Netherlands and England had been followed by an embargo on 
English vessels, persons, and property, in the ports of Spain; and after five years of unwonted 
repose, the privateersman again set forth with twenty-five small vessels (of which five or six only 
were armed) under his command, conjoined with that of General Carlisle. This time the voyage 
was undertaken with full permission and assistance of the Queen, who, however, intended to 
disavow him, if she should find such a step convenient. This was the expedition in which Philip 
Sydney had desired to take part. The Queen watched its results with intense anxiety, for the fate of 
her Netherland adventure was thought to be hanging on the issue. “Upon Drake's voyage, in very 
truth, depended the life and death of the cause, according to man's judgment," said Walsingham. 
The issue was encouraging, even if the voyage, as a mercantile speculation, proved not so brilliant 
as the previous enterprises of Sir Francis had been. He returned in the midsummer of 1586, 
having captured and heavily fined St. Domingo and Carthagena, and burned St. Augustine. ^A 
fearful man to the King of Spain, is Sir Francis Drake," said Lord Burghley. 


The Portrait of Drake 


In copying a few days ago, Motley's life-like sketch of Sir Francis Drake, who, on the same 
expedition that turned up a furrow round the earth," dropped into San Francisco in 1580, allusion 
was made to the portrait of the great sea-king that hangs on the wall of the Supervisors' room at 
our City Hall. A correspondent says of it, that “it is a correct copy of the one painted to Queen 
Elizabeth's order, immediately after Drake's return from California (1580). The original is in 
England, where this copy was made by William Sharps, of Boston, Mass. The portrait now in the 
City Hall was presented to the city by a firm now in business here. 


Indians in Mendocino County 


The Yuki tribe are those mostly within the valley, and immediately adjoining in the 
mountains. They number perhaps five or six hundred; whilst the Tlackees, a more warlike and 
unfriendly class, range within a scope of country some ten or twelve miles round, and number 
perhaps 2,000 or more. They have a great dread of the Reservation, and will not remain on it when 
taken there, and seem even to take pleasure in killing all kinds of stock whenever the opportunity 
offers. They are particularly fond of mule meat, which they kill in preference to the fatted calf. A 
few days since the slaughtered carcasses of horses and mules were found scattered in all 
directions upon their trail, and large quantities of such supplies we laid up at their 
rancherias.—[Mendocino Herald, March, 1861.] 
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CHINESE AND JAPANESE CONNECTION 


Chinese and Japanese Connection with the Northwest Coasts of America and Mexico 
| 


Chinese Discovery of America 1400 Years Ago 


The Spaniards discovered America 340 years ago. The Welsh claim an earlier discovery in 
favor of their prince Madoc. The Northmen, of the 11th Century, claim the honor of the first 
discovery at even an earlier date. But the Chinese claim it prior to them all, at a time, according to 
their history, about 1400 years ago. 


In Chinese history we find descriptions of a vast country 20,000 le to the eastward across the 
great ocean, which, from the description given, must be California and Mexico. The account 
states that several Buddhist priests at Hingchan, about A. D. 499, having arrived there reported 
that Fusang (America) lay to the east about 20,000 le, or 9,000 miles, from Japan; and that, in A. 
D. 459, five mendicant priests had went there and distributed Buddhist tracts and images among 
the inhabit-ante, which by that means changed their customs, as Buddhism was not formerly 
known to them. 


The description of Fusang, as give by the Chinese historian, differs but little from that given 
by the Spaniards, when they conquered Mexico. He calls the country Fusang, from the name of a 


particular tree that grew there, and which he describes thus: *The leaves of the Fusang, when first 
produced, resemble those of the bamboo. The inhabitants eat the fruit, like pears, and weave its 
bulk into cloth for clothing and articles of embroidery. They have books which are written on the 
bark of the fusing.” Of this tree (the maguey), Prescott says, that its “bruised leaves afforded a 
paste, from which paper was made; its juice was manufactured into an intoxicating beverage, 
PULQUE, of which the natives to this day are excessively fond; its leaves supplied an 
impenetrable thatch for the more humble dwellings; thread of which coarse stuffs were made, and 
strong cords were drawn from its tough and twisted fibers; pins and needles were made of the 
thorns at the extremity of its leaves; and the root, when properly cooked, was converted into a 
palatable and nutritious food. The maguey, in short, was meat, drink, clothing and writing 
material for the Aztec. Surely, never did nature inclose. in so compact a form, so many of the 
elements of human comfort and civilization." 


Again: The Chinese historian states, “that they had no iron, but they possessed copper. They 
did not esteem gold and silver." The use of iron was unknown to them, but they found a substitute 
in an alloy of copper and tin, with which they could cut metal and stones. Silver, the great staple 
of their country at the time of the conquest, may have, a thousand years earlier, been unnoticed or 
uncoveted by them. 


By carefully examining the Chinese history and comparing it with that of Prescott's | 
“Conquest of Mexico,” we find but few points of difference. In their treatment of criminals, habits 
of the judges, religion, and in many other respects, they agree with each other so well, that no 
doubts need be entertained, in the least, respecting the authenticity of the Chinese accounts. The 
religion of the Aztecs was in most respects like Buddhism. Their arts, institutions, and customs, 
were almost the same as those of the Chinese. By a careful examination and contrasting of both 
histories, inquiring minds will not doubt in the least, that the Chinese discovered this continent a 
thousand years earlier than any other nation. 


Most people in California have noticed the similitude existing between the Indians and 
Chinese, both in feature, and the accent of their monosyllable dialects, and from my own 
experience I find that they are nearly the same. The Chinese accent can be traced throughout the 
Indian language; though most of the Digger Indians with whom I have conversed, speak a great 
deal of the ancient Aztec language. Not wishing to pursue this subject much further at present, I 
will transcribe a few words for the purpose of showing the analogy, as follows: 


Table 9: Chinese / Aztec Vocabulary Commonalities 


C [e 
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Table 9: Chinese / Aztec Vocabulary Commonalities 


ELEME NNNM 
CNN C CNN — JUN 
[Roche [mee Ts 
Wem we fk 
Wem [Ede [e 
esu [omeo fre 
[chovtco — Ew oe | 


Ti yam in the Indian language is night. Ti yam in Chinese means the god of the moon, or 
night. Hee-ma in Indian is the sun. Hee-ma in Chinese means the god of the sun, or day. Wallae is 
a word commonly used among the Indians to designate a friend;|it also means “man.” Walla in the 
Hindostance means a man. Numbers of other words could be given, but I shall make these suffice 
for the present. 


No doubt need be entertained concerning the assertion of the Chinese in coming to this 
continent at an early period; nor can we interpret coincidences $0 universal, so minute, so 
remarkable, without coming to the conclusion, that they both sprung from one common source. 
The Chinese Fusang is no other than the American California and Mexico; and the Oriental 
discoverers consequently claim the honor of the discovery, a thousand years earlier than any ether 
nation. | 


The period when the continent was first discovered, may still remain a mystery, hidden in the 
deep recesses of the past. If ever it be found, it will be most likely in some of the Oriental records, 
for in them we had the most ancient history, whose dates, reaching in the night of time, inform us 
of races now extant, whose crumbling monuments attested a civilization different from that of the 
modern world. These ancient races progressed in some arts, which to us are almost unknown; and 
they must consequently have attained a degree of refinement, which many of us at present know 
but little of. Yet withal, they seem to us to have been in ignorance, because we can but faintly see 
them through the dark clouds from which we have issued—|James Hanley, Chinese Interpreter, 
Chinese Camp, Tuolumne County; in San Francisco Bulletin, March 1857.] _ 


This account it seems agrees with a note in the excellent work of Findlay, Navigating 
Directory of the Pacific Ocean, 2 vols. London 1851, at p. 349 of vol. 1, who says the country was 
called Tahan, and that the discovery took place after the extinction of the Tsin dynasty by a 
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Buddhist priest called Hoe-chin. The cattle with great horns may be true as referring to our elk, or 
some extinct bovine species. The reader is referred to Findlay, for his authorities. This subject is 
well worth a thorough investigation by the European scholars in Oriental literature. The pages of 
Findlay may also be consulted on the accounts of wrecks of Chinese and Japanese Junks on the 
Pacific Islands and the American Coasts. The celebrated work of Admiral Burney on the 
Discoveries in the Pacific Ocean, London, 6 vols. 1811, may be consulted on the subject, as well 
as the accounts of the ruins of extinct peoples in several of the Pacific Islands, as in Espiritu Santo 
Island, Strong's Island, and the Mariana Islands (vide Findlay et als). Beechey's Voyage (1827) 
shows also that Easter Island and Pitcairn's Island were inhabited by another race, and as he 
intimates, their skulls and skeletons were of unusual dimensions. Probably the Patagonians of the 
early navigators, ante 1600, were a gigantic race, who have since become extinct. 


A theory has been advanced of late years that there are many particulars sufficient to justify 
the idea of an infusion of the Japanese element in the Indian civilization of Mexico and Central 
America. 


Steam Communication with China 


We have received the following communication from a traveler relative to the proposed steam 
communication with China, a project which we hope soon to see carried into effect; we cheerfully 
comply with the request to publish: 


Messrs. Editors: At the present time there is much discussion going on in the 
Atlantic and Pacific press about the feasibility of a line of steam 
communication between California and China. 


Having lived three years in China, and knowing something of the position of 
affairs in that country, I have no hesitation in saying that in all probability it 
will be entirely successful and pay well, if carried out with prudence and 
enterprise. The great difficulty at the start will be the supply coal and the 
establishment of depots. This it takes some time to effect, but good men can 
carry out the scheme with no great cost or trouble. 


There is abundance of coal in Australia; freights cheap, and labor reasonable; 
and this great necessity for steamers will be in close proximity to the line of 
depots which may be established—a point of great importance. The coal for 
the Oriental Company's steamers is brought 16,000 miles to China. 


For the information of parties who are seeking light on this interesting 
subject, I have made a hasty survey of the route, as follows: the latitude and 
longitude with running distance is not set down as exact. The distance 
between Canton in China and San Francisco, is about 8000 miles, all between 
lat. 23 and 37. The stopping places and coal depots might be as follows: 


From Canton in lon. E. 113?, lat. 23? N. 
To N. end of Luconia in lon. E. 121?, lat. 19? N. 


To the N. Island of the Ladrone in lon. E. 145°, lat. 20? N. 
or Mariano Islands 
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To Smith's Island in lon. E. 180°, lat. 20° N. 
To Honolulu in Oahu in lon. W. 161°, lat. 21? N. 
To San Francisco in lon. W. 122°, lat. 37? N. 


The voyage would be nearly all the time in the temperate zone, and from the well known 
character of the Pacific Ocean, a much more pleasant one than a voyage in the Atlantic. The most 
dangerous part of the route, would be in the neighborhood of the China seas, on account of the 
typhoons in the fall months. But the steamers of the Oriental Company, which run from Singapore 
to China, have always weathered these hurricanes, and but little delayed in their time. 


As there are many old ship-masters at present in San Francisco who are acquainted with the 
navigation of the North Pacific on this route, and as the charts of this ocean are very incorrect and 
no two alike, I would suggest to these “old sea dogs" that they enlighten the public through your 
paper on the exact position and capabilities of the Islands between this coast and China. They 
would confer a great favor on California, and dispel much error on the subject.—[a. s. T. in Alta 
California, April 2, 1852.] 


May 1, 1861.—Since this note was written ten years ago, coal has been procured abundantly 
in China, Japan, and Loo-choo, Washington and Vancouver Island, and the times favor the speedy 
introduction of steam and the telegraph between the coasts of Asia and America. The coal mines 
of the Bay of San Francisco (Mt. Diablo) will come in good time. 
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The Account of California in 1786.—The Monterey Indians in 1786. 


California in September, 1786 


From the 11th chapter of 2d vol. *Voyage de la Perouse autour du monde par M. L. A. Milet- 
Mureau—A Paris de Limprimiere de la Republique—an V. (1 d Translated for the author from 
the original, by Aimé I. Donzel: 


After describing the Bay of Monterey with its excellent and safe harbor, the description of 
which is so good that it can be little improved even at the present time, La Perouse goes on to 
relate the condition of the country, the history of the Missions, and the manners and customs of 
the Indians. This account is very little known in California, and it is very valuable as showing the 
observations and opinions of a man of the noblest character, on the early founders of our country. 


Description of the Bay of Monterey—Historical Details upon the two Californias and their 
Missions—Manners, Language, and Customs of the converted and independent Indians— Grains, 
Fossils, Vegetables of all kinds, Quadrupeds, Birds, Fish, Snel, etc.—Military Constitution of 
these two Provinces, Commerce, &c. 


Monterey Bay in 1786 


The Bay of Monterey is formed by the point of the New Year on the North, and by that of 
Cypress Point on the South, has 8 leagues in breadth in that direction, and nearly six in depth in 
the east where the land is low and sandy; the sea rolls upon this sandy beach with a noise that we 
heard for more than a league. The land on the north and south of this bay is elevated and covered 
with trees. Vessels going there must follow the southern coast, and, after having doubled Point 
Pinos which points to the north, will see the Presidio, and can anchor in ten fathoms inside, and a 
little towards the land of this point, which will shelter them from the outside winds. Spanish 
vessels expecting to make a long stay at Monterey are in the habit of approaching the land within 
one or two cables’ length, in six fathoms; they make fast their anchors in the sands; and are then 
under no apprehensions from the southern winds which are sometimes very strong, but not 
dangerous, as they come from the shore. We found soundings in all the Bay, and anchored 4 
leagues from land, in 60 fathoms, soundings soft mud; the sea being very strong, we could only 
remain a few hours in such an anchorage, waiting for daylight. The tide is high at new and full 
moon at half past one, and rises 7 feet; and as this bay is very open, the current is almost 
imperceptible. I have never seen it run half a knot. 


Whales 


We could not count the numbers, or express the familiarity of the whales by which we were 
surrounded. Every minute they came spouting within a half pistol shot of our frigate, and 
occasioned an unpleasant smell in the atmosphere. We were unacquainted with this peculiarity of 
the whale, but the inhabitants informed us that the water they threw was impregnated with this 
bad odor for some distance; this would not have been a phenomenon for the Nantucket or 
Greenland whalers. 


Almost constant fogs envelope the Bay of Monterey, which renders its approach somewhat 
difficult; but for this circumstance, there would be few places more easy of access; no hidden 
rocks extend beyond a cable's length from the shore; and if the fog is too thick, the only recourse 
is to anchor, and to wait until it is sufficiently clear to distinguish a Spanish settlement, situated in 
the angle formed by the southern and eastern shore. 


The sea was covered with pelicans. These birds never go further than five or six leagues from 
land, and navigators meeting them during the fogs may be certain that they are only this distance 
from it. We observed some of them for the first time in the Bay of Monterey, and I have since 
learned that they are very common, on all the coast of California. The Spaniards call them 
Alkatras. 


The Governor 


A Lieut. Colonel residing in Monterey is Governor of the two Californias; his jurisdiction 
extends more than 800 leagues in circumference; his true subordinates are 282 cavalry soldiers, 
forming the garrison of five small forts, and furnishing escorts of four or five men to each of the 
25 missions or parishes established in old and new California. They are sufficient to restrain about 
50,000 wandering Indians (who frequently change their dwelling place, according to the fishing 
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or hunting season) in this vast part of America, among whom about 10,000 have embraced 
Christianity. 


The Monterey Indian Customs and Life 


These Indians are generally small, weak, and do not exhibit that love of liberty and 
independence which characterizes the tribes of the North; they have neither their arts nor their 
industry; their color approaches the Negro whose hair is not wooly; the hair of these people is 
long and very coarse; they cut it at about four or five inches from the root; some have beard, 
others according to the Missionary Fathers have never had any-—this is a question yet to be 
decided. The Governor, who had traveled a great deal in the interior of this country, and who had 
lived with the savages fifteen years, assured us that those that were seen without beard, had 
plucked it out with bivalve shells, which they used as pincers. The President of the Missions; who 
has resided in California since then, differs; it is difficult for travelers to decide between them. 
Obliged to report only what we have seen, we must admit we only saw beards on half the adults; 
it was among some very bushy and would have figured with eclat in Turkey or in the environs of 
Moscow. (If I had been obliged to take any opinion, the Governor's would have had more weight 
with me, who had traveled more than the Missionary.) 


These Indians are very expert in the use of the bow and arrow; they killed before us the 
smallest birds. Their patience in approaching them is astonishing, they hide and creep towards 
their game, and shoot within fifteen paces. Their skill in killing the larger game is still more 
astonishing. We saw an Indian having a deer's head fastened to| his own, walking on all fours, 
seeming to browse, and so well did he imitate the movements of'the animal that our hunters would 
have fired upon him. He thus approached a herd within the nearest gunshot and killed a deer with 
his arrows. | 


The Mission, and Presidios in 1786 


Loretto is the only presidio of old California on the eastern|coast of this peninsula. The 
garrison consists of 54 horsemen, who furnish small detachments to the fifteen following 
missions, directed by the Dominican Fathers, who have succeeded the Jesuits and Franciscans; 
the latter have remained sole possessors of the ten missions in New California. The fifteen 
missions of the Loretto department are: San Vincento, San Domingo, Rosario, San Fernando 
(Villacata), San Francisco de Borgia, Santa Gertrude, San Ignacio, Guadalupe, Santa Rosalia, la 
Concepción, San Jose, San Francisco Xavier, Loretto, San Jose del Cabo, San Lucas, and Todos 
Santos. About 4,000 converted Indians connected with these fifteen parishes (in Lower 
California) are the only fruit of the long apostleship of these different religious orders who have 
succeeded each other in this laborious ministry. We read in the|history of California of Father 
Venegas, the founding of Loretto, and of the different missions under its protection. In comparing 
their former state with that of the present year, we will perceive that the temporal and spiritual 
progress of these missions is very slow; there is but one Spanis| settlement; it is true the climate is 
unhealthy. The province of Sonora which is bounded on the south by the Vermilion sea, on the 
west by California, offers more attraction to the Spaniards; they find in that country a fertile soil 
and productive mines, more precious objects in their eyes than the pearl fisheries of the peninsula. 
Northern California, not. withstanding its distance from Mexido, appears to possess more 
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advantages; its first settlement which is San Diego only dates from the 26th of July 1769; it is the 
most southern presidio, as San Francisco is the most northern; the latter was built the 9th of 
October 1776; that of the channel of Santa Barbara in Sept. 1786; and likewise Monterey the 3d of 
June 1770, which is now the Capital and chief town of the two Californias. 


The harbor of this Presidio (Monterey) was discovered by Sebastian Viscaino, in 1602, 
commander of a little squadron sent from Acapulco, by order of Viscount de Monterrey, Viceroy 
of Mexico. Since that time the galleons, on return from Manilla, occasionally anchor in this bay, 
for fresh supplies after their long voyage; but it was only in 1770 that the Franciscans established 
here the first mission; they have now ten, in which may be counted 5,143 converted Indians. The 
four following columns will indicate, with the name of the parish, the time of its foundation, the 
presidio upon which it is dependent, and the number of baptized Indians. The Spaniards generally 
give the name of presidio to all the forts, in Africa as well as America. 


Table 10: Number of Indians Baptized at Founding of Mission 


Time of Foundation. No. Convert Indians. 


mw | o | Mm | 89 
Seen | o | imm | 9 


Sweep | — d | voe 
Sehen | d | sso | mese c 
Sect wd 
Sede | o [w | 
a EN NETTO 


The piety of Spain has sustained until now, at a great expense, these missions and presidios, 
with the sole view of converting and civilizing these Indians—a system more worthy of praise 
than the too general abuse of National authority. 


The Climate and Soil 


The reader will soon perceive that a new branch of commerce can insure to the Spanish 
Nation more advantages than the richest mines of Mexico, and that the salubrity of the climate, 
the fertility of the soil, the abundance of all sorts of furs, the sale of which is certain in China, 
gives to this part of America infinite advantage over old California, the insalubrity and sterility of 
which can only be compensated by a few pearls, which must be taken from the bottom of the sea. 
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Game and Fish 


Previous to the settlement of Spaniards, the Indians of California only cultivated a little maize, 
[a mistake—a. s. T.] and lived almost entirely on fishing and hunting. No country is more - 
abundant in fish and game of all kinds; here, rabbits and deers are very common; the sea otter and 
sea wolves are found here in as great an abundance as in the North—they kill during the winter a 
great number of bears, foxes, wolves and wild cats. The underw od and plains are covered with 
the grey, tufted partridge which, like those of Europe, live in flocks; they are very fat and good 
eating. | 


Birds 


The trees form habitations for the most beautiful birds; our ornithologists have stuffed several 
varieties of sparrows, blue-jays, tom-tits and woodpeckers. Among the birds of prey, are the bald 
headed eagle, the large and small falcon, hawk, the sparrow-hawk, the black vulture and the crow. 
Upon the lagoons and the border of the sea, are found the duck, the grey and white pelican with a 
yellow tuft, cormorants, ringed plover, small seagulls and herons. 


Soil 


The soil is also of a wonderful fertility; vegetables of all kirids succeed here to perfection; we 
contributed different seeds to the gardeners of the Governor and the missions, that we brought 
from Paris; they were well preserved and will be of great benefit to them. (It is a tradition of 
California that La Permute introduced the potato, from Chili.) 


Crops 


The harvests of maize, barley, wheat and peas, cannot be campared to those of Chili; our 
European farmers can form no idea of such fertility; the least increase is from 70 to 80 fold, the 
outside 60 to 100. Fruit trees are still very rare, but the climate is favorable to them; it differs little 
from our southern provinces of France, the cold is never so severe, and the summer heats are 
much more moderate, on account of the continual fogs that exist in this country, and give to this 
soil a moisture very favorable to vegetation. 


Trees 


The forest trees are the pine, the cypress, the live-oak—they are not thickly grown. A green 
sward, upon which it is very agreeable to walk, covers the ground of these woods; spaces are 
found here of several leagues in extent, forming vast plains, covered with all sorts of game. The 
land is sandy and light, and owes its fertility to the moisture in the air; for it is badly watered. The 
nearest running water to the presidio is at a distance of two leagues; this small stream, which runs 
near the mission of San Carlos, is called by the ancient navigators, the Carmel river. 
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The Carmelo Valley 


The too great distance of our frigates did not permit us to obtain our water from there; we 
drew it from ponds behind the fort—it was of an inferior quality, hardly dissolving soap. The 
Carmel river affords a healthy and agreeable drink to the Missionaries and Indians, and might, 
with a little trouble, be made to water their gardens. 


The Padres 


It is with the greatest pleasure that I make known the pious and wise conduct of the monks 
who fulfill so well the ends of their institution; I shall not dissimulate in what appeared to me 
reprehensible in their interior management; but I shall state that, individually good and human, 
they temper by their gentleness and charity the austerity of the rules laid down by their superiors. 
More a friend to the rights of man than a theologian, I should desire that to Christian principles 
should be added a legislation, which, by degrees, would make men citizens who now differ very 
little from the Negroes of our colonies, but governed with more gentleness and humanity. 


I am perfectly aware of the difficulty of this new plan; I know that these Indians have very 
little mind, and still less stability, and if they are ceased to be considered as children, they escape 
from the authority of those who have taken so much pains to instruct them. I know, also, that 
reasoning can have no effect upon them; it is necessary to strike their senses; corporeal 
punishment, with double rewards, have been, until now, the only means adopted by their 
legislators; but would it be impossible, with an ardent zeal added to extreme patience, to make 
known to a few families the advantages of a society founded on the rights of man; to establish 
among them a right of property, so seducing to all men, and by this new order of things to 
stimulate each one to cultivate his own field, or to apply himself to any other kind of work. 


I admit that the progress of this new civilization would be very slow; it would require much 
labor and trouble; the consummation far distant; and the praise would never be heard by those 
who bad consecrated their lives to deserve it. I must observe that worldly motives are insufficient 
for such a ministry; religions enthusiasm, with the awards it promises, can alone compensate the 
sacrifices, the ennui, the fatigues, and the risks of this kind of life. I only desire that these austere, 
charitable and religious men that I have met in, these missions, had a little more worldly wisdom. 


Reception of La Perouse 


We anchored the 14th of September two leagues from the shore, in sight of the presidio, and 
the two vessels which were in the harbor. They fired cannons every fifteen minutes, that we might 
find the anchorage, which the fog hid from us. At 10 o'clock, P. M., the Captain ofthe corvette La 
Favorite, boarded us, and offered to pilot our vessels in port. The corvette La Princesse, had also 
sent a pilot on board the Astrolabe. We learned that these vessels were Spanish, and commanded 
by Don Estevan Martinez, Lieutenant of the frigate, Department of San Blas, in the province of 
Guadalajara. The Government supports a small fleet in this port under the orders of the Viceroy of 
Mexico; it consists of four corvettes of twelve guns, and a schooner; their object is to supply the 
presidios of Northern California. These ships made the last Spanish expedition on the northwest 
coast of America. 
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We anchored at noon, and were saluted by seven guns, which we returned; an officer was 
dispatched with a letter to the Governor from the Minister of Spain, which had been handed me in 
France; it was unsealed and addressed to the Viceroy of Mexico, whose authority extends to 
Monterey, although eleven hundred leagues by land from the capital. 


M. (Pedro) Fagis, commander of the fort and of the two Californias, had already received 
orders to pay us the same courtesy as vessels of his Nation; their attention to us deserves our 
warmest thanks; we were abundantly supplied with beef, vegetables and milk; the commander of 
the two corvettes and the commander of the fort, seemed to rival each other in kindness and 
hospitality. When it was necessary to settle our accounts, we w re obliged to insist upon the 
payment. Vegetables, milk, fowls, and laborers from the garrison to assist us in procuring wood 
and water, were furnished gratis; beeves, sheep, and grain were charged at a price so moderate, 
that it was evident they only presented the bill because insisted upon. 
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Carmelo Mission in 1786 


| 

The Fathers of the Mission San Carlos, two leagues distant from Monterey, soon arrived at the 
presidios; they were as obliging to us as the officers of the fort and two frigates, invited us to dine 
with them, and promised to acquaint us with the management of their missions, the manner in 
which the Indians lived, their arts, their new customs, and generally all that could interest the 
curiosity of travelers. M. Fagés wished to accompany us, and provided us with horses. After 
having crossed a small plain covered with herds of cattle, in which there are only a few trees to 
shelter these animals from the rain or heat, we mounted these hills and heard the sound of bells 
which announced our arrival, the monks having been informed by a courier from the Governor. 


We were received as lords of a parish who make their first entrée into their domains; the 
President of the Missions clothed in his robes, the holy water in his hand, awaited us at the door of 
the church, which was illuminated as on great feast-days; he conducted us to the foot of the high 
altar, where be chanted the Te Deum in thanks for the happy success of our voyage. 


We had crossed before entering the church a square where Indians of both sexes were ranged 
in rows; their countenances did not express any astonishment, and left us to doubt if we should be 
the subject of their conversation the rest of the day. The parish is very clean although covered with 


stubble; it is dedicated to San Carlos and ornamented with tolerable paintings. There is there a 
painting of hell, copied from the original in Italy, where the painter seems to have borrowed a 
little from the imagination of Calot; but as it is absolutely necessary to strike forcibly the senses of 
these new converts, I am persuaded that such a representation has never been more useful in any 
other country; it would be impossible for Protestant worship which proscribes images, and most 
all the other ceremonies of our church, to make any progress among these people. I doubt that the 
picture of paradise, which is opposite that of hell, produces so good an effect; the quiet that it 
represents, the peacefulness of the elected who surround the throne of the Supreme Being, are 
ideas too sublime for these ignorant men; it was necessary to place rewards and punishments side 
by side; it was the duty of artists to make no change in the kind of rewards the Catholic religion 
promises. On leaving the church, we passed through the same rows of Indians; they had not 
abandoned their posts during the Te Deum, only the children had scattered in groups near the 
houses of the missionaries, which are opposite the church, as well as the storehouses. On the right 
is the Indian village, composed of about 50 huts, serving as dwellings to 740 persons of both 
sexes, children included, who form the mission of San Carlos de Monterey. 


The Indians Houses 


These huts are the most miserable that can be found among any people; they are round, six 
feet in diameter, and four in height. A few pickets about the thickness of an arm, planted in the 
ground, and brought together at the top; compose all the carpentry; eight or ten bundles of straw 
badly arranged on these pickets are the only shelter these people have from the wind and rain. 
More than half of these huts remain uncovered in fine weather; their only precaution is to have in 
reserve two or three bundles of straw near their house. 


The exhortations of the missionaries have never been able to change this general architecture 
of the two Californias; the Indians say that they like the open air; that it is convenient to burn their 
house, when they are devoured by a too great number of fleas, and to be able to construct another 
in two hours. The Independent Indians have still a greater motive, who are in the habit of 
changing their dwellings like the hunting tribes. 


Regulations of Labor and Civilizing 


The color of these Indians, which is like that of the Negroes; the houses of the monks; their 
storehouses, which are built of brick and plastered with mortar; the earthen floor on which they 
beat their grain; the cattle, the horses, —all remind one of San Domingo and the colonies. The men 
and women assemble at the sound of the bell; a monk conducts them to work and to church. We 
say with these that the resemblance is so perfect that we have seen men and women in irons and at 
the block. (The block is a post sawn lengthways, in which a hole is made the size of an ordinary 
leg; an iron hinge joins one of the ends of this post; it is opened on the other end to insert the 
prisoner's leg; it is closed with a padlock. It obliges him to remain lying down in a very uneasy 
posture.) The noise of the whip might evert have struck our ears, the punishment being admitted, 
but not exercised with much severity. 


The monks by their answers to our questions did not leave us in ignorance as to the usages of 
this religious community—for we can give no other name to this established legislation; their 
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superiors temporal as well as spiritual, the products of the earth are under their administration. 
Seven hours of the day are devoted to labor, two to prayer. On Sundays and feast days, four or five 
hours are devoted to rest and divine worship. Corporal punishments are indicted on Indians of 
both sexes who fail to attend to religions exercises. Many sins which in Europe are left to divine 
displeasure, are here punished by irons and the block. The moment a new convert is baptized, he 
is supposed to have taken eternal vows should he escape to return to his parents in the 
Independent villages, he is summoned to return three times, and if he refuses, the missionaries 
claim the authority of the Governor who sends soldiers to take him from the midst of his family, 
and bring him back to the mission, where he is condemned to a certain number of lashes; these 
people have so little courage that they never resent three or fou soldiers, violating as they do by 
this action the rights of man. This custom so contrary to reason, is maintained because the 
theologians have decided that they could not conscientiously administer baptism to beings of so 
little mind, unless government would assume the rights of a god-father, and be responsible in 
some measure for their perseverance. (As these people are at war with each other, they can never 
wander further than 20 or 30 leagues.) 


Gov. de Neve's Opinion on the Matter 


The predecessor of N. Fagés, M. Philippe de Neve, dead about four years, commander of the 
interior provinces of Mexico, a man full of humanity and Christian philosophy, exclaimed against 
this custom. He thought the progress of the faith would be more rapid, and the progress of the 
Indians more acceptable to the Supreme Being, if not constrained. He desired a constitution less 
monastic, giving more civil liberty to the Indians, and less despotism in the executive power of 
the Presidios. He thought it would be well to moderate such authority by appointing a magistrate 
who would act as a tribunal of the Indians and to have sufficient authority to guard them from 
injustice. This just man served his country from his youth; but he had none of the prejudices of his 
caste. He knew that military government is subjected to great inconveniences, when not 
moderated by an intermediate power. 


Their Meals—Hours of Labor—Women-— The First Mill 


We were present at the meals. The Indians and Missionaries rise with the sun, go to prayer for 
an hour; during this time is prepared in three large boilers, barley meal, the grain of which has 
been parched before broken; this porridge the Indians call atole, and are fond of it; it is not 
seasoned with butter nor salt, and to us would be very insipid. Each hut sends a person for their 
rations in a vase of bark; there is no confusion or disorder. When the boilers are empty, the scraps 
are divided among the children who have best remembered their lessons of catechism. This meal 
lasts three-fourths of an hour, after which they go to work, some plowing with oxen, others hoeing 
the garden. Each one is busy working under the surveillance o f one or two monks. 


The women do little more than take care of the household, the children roast and grind the 
grain; this operation is very tedious, as they have no means of prinding it, but by a stone and 
cylinder (metate of Mexico). M. de Sangle made the missionaries a present of a mill, rendering 
them thus a most essential service, for four women with this, will do the work formerly 
employing a hundred. They will now find time to spin the wool of the flocks and manufacture 
some fabrics. Hitherto the monks have in attending the spiritual education of the people neglected 
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the temporal, an introduction of the most useful arts. They are so austere themselves, that they 
have not a single fire, notwithstanding the winters are severe; no anchorites ever led a more self- 
denying life. At midday the bells are rung for dinner, the Indians then leave work and send the 
same vessels for their rations as were used for breakfast; but the second mess is thicker than the 
former, as they mix with the barley-meal peas and beans; the Indians call it poussole. The Indians 
return to work from 2 to 6 o'clock, then go to evening prayer, which lasts nearly an hour, then 
have another ration the same as at breakfast. These three distributions of food suffice for the 
sustenance of the greater number of Indians. This soup could be used advantageously in our years 
of scarcity, with the addition of some seasoning. All the science of this cooking consists in 
properly roasting the grain before making it into flour. The Father Firmin de la Suen, President of 
the Missions, of New California, is one of the most estimable men I ever met with; his gentleness, 
his charity, his love for the Indians, is inexpressible. 


Toasting Grain—Baskets 


As the Indians have no metal or earthen vessels for roasting, this operation is performed in 
baskets made of bark, which they turn with such skill and rapidity over live coals that they swell 
and parch the grain without burning the basket. We can affirm that the best method for roasting 
coffee cannot excel this means that the Indians use for their grain. It is distributed to them every 
morning and the least unfaithfulness in returning the full quantity is punished by the whip, but 
they seldom expose themselves to it. 


The Indian Alcalde 


This punishment is ordered by an Indian magistrate called a Cacique, there are three in each 
mission, chosen by the people, except such as are excluded by the missionaries. To give an idea of 
these officials, we will say these caciques are very passive beings, blind executors of the wishes of 
their superiors, and their principal function is to serve as beadles in the church and to maintain 
good order and the appearance of devotion these. The women are never punished in public, but in 
a place so far distant that their cries may not excite a too lively compassion which might lead the 
men to revolt; the latter are exposed to the gaze of their fellows, that the punishment may serve as 
an example. They generally ask for race, then the executioner diminishes the force of the blows, 
but the number of them is always irrevocably fixed. 


Rewards 


The rewards are particular distributions of grain of which they make little cakes (tortillas) 
baked on live coals, and on great feast days the ration is of beef, which they eat raw, particularly 
the fat, which is a morsel as delicious as the best batter or cheese. They strip the animals with the 
greatest skill, and when they are fat, they do as the crows do, work over It with delight and devour 
the dainty bits with the eyes. They are sometimes allowed to hunt and Ash on their own account; 
returning with the game, they give a proportion to the missionaries, retaining only such a quantity 
as their necessities require. The women raise fowls around their huts and give the eggs to the 
children. These fowls are the individual property of the Indians, with their clothing, articles for 
household use and implement" for hunting. There is no instance of theft among them, their locks 
being simply a bundle of straw placed across the door when the inmates are absent. 
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Simple Manners of the Times 


These manners must appear patriarchal to some of our readers, not considering that in these 
habitations there is nothing to tempt the cupidity of the neighboring hut. The food of the Indians 
being furnished them, they have no other care than to give life to beings, to become as stupid as 
themselves. These men have made greater sacrifices for Christianity than the women, because 
polygamy is allowed them. The monks constituted themselves g ardians of the women. An hour 
after supper they are careful to confine all those whose husbands are absent, as also the young 
girls over 9 years of age; during the day they are under the surveillance of matrons. 


Dress and Ornaments 


The converted Indians have preserved all those customs that the new religion does not 
prohibit: the same huts, the same sports, the same clothing. The richer Indians wear a cloak made 
of otter-skin, covering the shoulders and descending to the knees; the poorer wear simply a piece 
of linen furnished by the missionaries, and a little cloak of rabbit-skins fastened under the chin 
and falling to the waist; some wear a hat of straw very neatly pl ited. The women dress in a cloak 
of badly tanned deer-skin; those attached to the mission make a little body with sleeves, this with 
a small apron of reeds and a petticoat of deerskin constitutes their dress. The young girls wear a 
short skirt; children of the other sex go naked. The hair of both sexes is cut, leaving it four or five 
inches long. Indians from the independent villages having no cutting instruments, take off the hair 
with lighted brands; they also paint themselves red, and black when in mourning. The 
missionaries have prohibited the painting themselves red, but are obliged to allow the black paint, 
as these people are much attached to the memory of their departed friends, and shed tears at the 
mention of persons long since dead. 


Family Ties 


Family ties are less strong than those of friendship. The children abandon the father's hut 
when they are old enough to provide for themselves, but they preserve a long attachment for their 
mothers, who have brought them up with extreme gentleness, ahd have only whipped them when 
they have shown cowardice in the little fights of childhood. The aged and infirm are supported by 
the community, and are generally well cared for. 
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Their Arms and Wars | 


The independent savages are frequently at war one with another, but from fear of the 
Spaniards respect the Missions, and this is not the least cause for the increase of the Christian 
villages. Their arms are a bow and arrow pointed with a flint, and very artistically finished. The 
bow is of wood, covered with sinew, and very superior to those made by the natives of French 
Bay (in Russian America). 


Not Cannibals—Burn the Dead 


| 
We were assured that they did not eat those persons or enemies killed in warfare. When they 
killed a superior or brave chief, they would sometimes eat a small piece of their flesh, not in hate, 
but as a homage to the valor of the vanquished enemy, persuaded that this repast will augment 
their own courage. They scalp, as in Canada, their victims, and pluck out the eyes, which they 
have the art to preserve from decay, and keep them as precious trophies of victory. The custom is 
to burn the dead and scatter the ashes in the swamps. 


Their Games 


They have two games of which they are very fond. The first they call Takersia. This consists 
of throwing and rolling a ring, three inches in diameter, in a space sixty feet square, cleared of 
grass and hedged in with faggots. Two players, each of whom holds a rod five feet long, try to 
pass these sticks through the ring whilst in motion. If successful they gain two points. If the ring, 
ceasing to roll, rests on the stick, they count one point. The game is three points. This game is a 
violent exercise, the ring and rod being always in action. 


The other play, called Toussi, is more quiet. It is played by four, two on each side. Each one in 
turn conceals in one hand a piece of wood; his partner makes a thousand gestures to divert the 
attention of the adversaries. It is curious for a spectator to observe them crouching opposite to 
each other, keeping the most profound silence, watching the countenance and the slightest 
circumstance that can aid them in guessing the hand that contains the wood. They gain or lose a 
point, according as they have determined right or wrong. The winner then takes his turn. The 
game is five points. The stakes are ordinarily beads. 


The Wild Indians—Their Religion 


The independent Indians have no conception of God or a future state, with the exception of a 
few southern tribes, who had some confused ideas before the arrival of the missionaries. These 
placed Paradise in the midst of the seas, where a coolness and freshness reigns, never found in the 
burning sands they inhabit; hell or the place of punishment is supposed to be in the depths of the 
mountains. 


The belief, aided by the experience of these missionaries, is that the reason of these people has 
never yet been fully developed, which gives justice to the motive for treating them as children, 
and for admitting but few to the communion; and these are the geniuses of the people, and like the 
Descartes and Newton of their age, will enlighten their companions by teaching that four and four 
make eight, a calculation far above the comprehension of a great number. The teaching of the 
missionaries is not adapted to overcoming this state of ignorance; all their efforts are combined to 
insure happiness in a future state of existence, to the exclusion of the useful arts. Surgery is 
unknown, and many children die from hernia. Our surgeons taught them to use the bandage for 
this complaint. 


The Government of the Missions 


It is apparent that if the Jesuits were less pious and less charitable, they were certainly more 
skillful. The edifice erected by them in Paraguay must excite the greatest admiration of all. 


This government is a true theocracy. The Indians believe their superiors to be in immediate 
and continual communication with God, and that they can make him descend each day upon the 
altars. Favored by this belief, the Fathers live in the midst of these villages in the greatest security, 
sleeping with unfastened doors fearlessly. Although history furnishes an account of a monk 
having been murdered, it is known that this death was the result of a riot caused by an 
imprudence. As the crime of homicide is very rare, even among the independent Indians, and is 
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punished only by a general contempt, if a man should fall from the blows of many, he is supposed 
to have deserved his doom, having drawn upon himself so many enemies. 


Policy of Spain 


Added to pious motives, Spain had powerful State reasons why large sums were sacrificed to 
the support of these distant presidios and missions of this important part of America, where otter 
skins are as common as in the Aleutian Islands and other hunting grounds frequented by the 


Russian's—The Fur Otter 


We found at Monterey a Spanish Commissary, N. Vincent Vassadre y Vega. He had brought 
orders to the Governor, by which he was enjoined to collect all the otter skins from the four 
presidios and the two missions, Government maintaining exclu ively the command of them. M. 
Fagés assured me he could furnish, twenty thousand each year, and if the trade of China could 
warrant a sale of thirty thousand skins, two or three settlements north of San Francisco would 
soon supply the commerce of that nation. We cannot be too much astonished that the Spaniards, 
having so near and frequent intercourse with China through Manila, should have been ignorant 
until now of his precious fur. 


It is to Capt. Cook, and to the publication of his works, that we owe this ray of light, which 
will procure them so much profit. Thus this quiet man traveled for all the world, and his nation 
received no more advantage from it than the glory of the enterprise and of having given him birth. 


The otter is amphibious, and as common on the western coast of America, from the twenty- 
eighth degree to the sixtieth, as. the sea-wolves on the coast of Lr brador and Hudson's Bay. These 
Indians are not as good sailors as the Esquimaux, and their canges in Monterey are only made of 
reeds. They catch the otters on shore in snares, or kill them with sticks when they find them at a 
distance from the shore; for this purpose they hide themselves Behind rocks, for at the least noise 
this animal is frightened and plunges in the water. Before this year an otter skin was of no more 
value than two hair-seal skins. The Spaniards did not suppose them to be of any value; they had 
never sent any to Europe, and Mexico was too warm a country to suppose they could be sold 
there. The comparison I have made between the otter skin of Monterey and those of French Bay, 
leads me to think that the skins of the south are a little inferior. I doubt that the inferiority would 
make a difference of ten per cent in the sale of them. [This prov 


Prospects of California 


New California, notwithstanding its fertility, has as yet no foreign inhabitants—a few soldiers, 
married to Indian women, who live in the fort or who are scattered in the different missions, 
represents at this day all the Spanish population in this part of merica. She would by no means 
suffer in comparison to Virginia, which is opposed to her, if she was at a less distance from 
Europe; but her proximity to Asia would make amends to her, and I think that good laws, and 
especially the liberty of conscience, would procure to her soon some inhabitants. For the 
possessions of Spain are so extended, that it is impossible to t ink that from now till many years, 
the population could augment in any of these colonies. The great number of adults of both sexes 
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who, from principles of perfection, have vowed the state of celibacy, and the constant policy of 
the Government, admits only of one religion, and who employ the most violent means to maintain 
it, and will unceasingly oppose every obstacle to any means of amelioration or change. 


Population Accounts 


Since the establishment of the ten missions of Northern California, the Fathers have baptized 
7,701 Indians of both sexes, and buried only 2,388. This calculation does not show us, as in the 
cities of Europe, the increase or diminution of population, because they baptize every day 
independent Indians. 


The Missionaries 


The Franciscan missionaries are almost all Europeans; they have a college in Mexico, the 
guardian of which is, in America, the general of his order. This religious house is not dependent 
on Mexico, the superiors are in Europe. The Viceroy of Mexico is the Judge of the contentions of 
the different missions who do not recognize the authority of the Governor of Monterey, who is 
obliged to aid them when called upon, but he has a right over the rancherias and the cavalry 
squads stationed in the different missions; this frequently occasions a disturbance of the harmony 
of the religious and military governments, which in Spain have great means at command to 
maintain their suits. These affairs were formerly carried before the Governor of the interior 
provinces, but the new Viceroy, Don Bernardo Galvez, has united all the powers. 


The Salaries of Priests, Soldiers and Officers 


Spain gives $400 to each missionary and officer, allowing two to each parish—there is no 
allowance for more than two. Money is of little use in a country, where there is nothing to be 
purchased; beads are the only exchange with the Indians. The college in Mexico never sends 
money, but the value in effects, wax tapers for the church, chocolate, sugar, oil, wine and linen. 
The salary of the Governor is $4,000; his Lieutenant $450; that of the Captain of the 283 cavalry 
of the two Californias, receives $2,000; each horseman has $217. 


He it obliged to support and furnish himself with horse and arms, and all that is required. The 
Government which has herds of horses and cattle, sells to the soldier the horse he rides and the 
beef he eats. The price of a good horse is $8; a bullock, $5. 


The governor is administrator of these herds. At the close of the year he gives the horseman an 
account of what he has consumed, and the balance is paid in money with great exactitude. 


Presents made by La Perouse 


As we were under many obligations to these soldiers, I requested permission to give them a 
piece of blue cloth, and sent the mission blankets, stuffs, iron tools, with other small articles likely 
to be of service to them. The President announced that they were presents from “our faithful and 
ancient allies, professing the same faith as Spaniards," which so gained their good will, that the 
next day each one brought us a bundle of hay or straw for the cattle we had purchased. 
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First Introduction of Potatoes (Sept., 17 86) 


Our gardener gave them a few potatoes from Chile, perfectly preserved. I think this was not 
the least of our gifts, as this root will no doubt succeed well in the light and very fertile soil of the 
environs of Monterey. From the day of arrival, we had been busy in-taking in wood and water. 
Wood we were allowed to cut at the nearest points. | 


The Botany of Monterey 


Our botanists lost no time in making collections of plants; but the season was not 
favorable—the summer heats had entirely dried them up; and the seeds were scattered. Those 
which M. Collignon, our gardener, was able to recognize, are the large absinthe (wormwood), the 
marine absinthe, Johnswert, Mexican tea, golden rod of Canada, asters, milfoil,: nightshade, sea- 
fennel and water-mint. The gardens of the Governor and missions were filled with a variety of pot 
herbs, which were collected for us, and we never had in any country so large a quantity of 
vegetables. 


The Geology 


Our geologists were no less zealous, but still less fortunate. [In the mountains, in the ravines 
and borders of the sea, they found only a light clay-colored ston¢—very pulverizable; a species of 
marl, a granite block of which the veins are crystallized feldspat, some species of porphyry and 
jasper; but no traces of metals. | 


The Shells 


The shells are not abundant, with the exception of magnificeht sea-ears (aulones or abellones), 
the pearl of which is superbly orient; some of these are 9 inches long by 4 wide. All the rest are 
not worth collecting. The eastern and middle coast of Old California are much richer in these 
natural productions, where are found the pearl oyster, the pearls of which are equal in beauty and 
size to those of Ceylon and the Persian Gulf. Pearls would be another article of value and of 
certain sale in China, but it is impossible for the Spaniards to apply all these means of industry. 


Departure from Monterey 


On the evening of the, 23d of September everything was on board, we bade the Governor and 
the fathers farewell; we were taking as many provisions as when we left Conception. The poultry 
yards of M. Fagés and the monks, had passed to our hen-coops; grain, peas and beans were 
generously given by the missionaries in quantities, leaving only| a sufficient for their own 
necessities. They would receive no payment. On the 23d the wirds were contrary; on the morning 
of the 26th, we made sail with a fine west breeze. Don Esteban Martinez was on board at dawn of 
day, his boat and crew were at our orders and aided us in all our work; I can but feebly express the 
sentiments of gratitude we owe to this gentleman, as well as M.| Vincent Vassadre Y. Vega, a 
young man full of spirit and merit, who will soon go to China ta conclude a treaty for the trade of 
otter skins. 
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The Language, etc, of the Monterey Indians in 1786 


M. de Lamainon, author of the following notes, thinks it is extremely difficult to give the 
exact vocabulary of the idioms of the different tribes who inhabit the environs of Monterey; and 
he took much trouble and pains to avoid any errors. His own observations were assisted by two 
Indians he found at the Missions where he spent four days; these were well acquainted with 
Spanish. There is perhaps no country where the idioms are so multiplied as in New California. 
The different tribes in this country, although very near one another, live isolated and have each a 
separate language. The difficulty of all these languages is the reason the missionaries do not 
acquire any. They need an interpreter for their sermons and exhortations at the hour of death. 


Monterey and the Mission San Carlos which is dependent upon it, comprises the country of 
the Achastliens and the Ecclemachs. The two languages of i people partly spoken in the same 
mission, would soon form a new dialect if the Christian Indians ceased to communicate with those 
of the rancherias. The language of the Achastliens is adapted to the weakness of their intellect. As 
they have few abstract ideas, they can have but few words to express them. It appeared to us that 
they called all animals by the same name; they give the same name (ouakeche) to toads and frogs. 
They do not designate the vegetables they make use of. Their epithets to express moral qualities 
are borrowed from the sense of taste, which is the sense they love best to gratify; thus they make 
use of the word “missich” to describe a good man and a savory dish, and “heches” to a bad man or 


tainted meat. They distinguish the singular and plural; they conjugate some tenses of verbs; their 
nouns are more numerous than their adjectives; they never employ the labials, F, B, nor the letter 
X; they have the chr, as in “Port des Francais:” “chrs konder, bird; chruk, hut. The dipthong “ou” 
is found in more than half the words: *chouroui," to sing; “touroun, the skin; “tou ours," finger- 
nails; the most common consonant initials are F K; the terminations vary often. They make use of 
their fingers to count ten; few of them can remember it without this aid. Their terms are: 


ENCORE NN EL CNN 
& m 


Table 11: Monterey Indians—One to Ten Vocabulary 


The Ecclemachs 


The country of the Ecclemachs extends more than twenty leagues east of Monterey. The 
dialect of these tribes differs entirely from those of their neighbors; it has more resemblance to the 
European than to other native tongues. This grammatical phenomenon, the most curious yet 
observed on this continent, will interest the savans who seek in the comparison of languages the 
history of the dispersion of mankind. The languages of the natives of America have a distinctive 
character which separates them entirely from those of the older continent. In comparing these 
with those of Brazil, Chili, and a part of California, as well as the numerous dialects given by 
different travelers, it is observed that aboriginal languages want several labial letters, more 
particularly the letter Z, which the Ecclemachs employ and pronounce like the Europeans. The 
idiom of this nation is richer than those of the other tribes of California. 


We conclude these observations with stating that the Ecclemachs are strangers in this part of 
America, but we must admit, at least, they have inhabited it for a long time, for they do not differ 
in color, in feature and general exterior, from the other tribes of this country. 


Their numerical terms are: 


Table 12: A Few Words from the Ecclemachs Vocabulary 


O eam | EN a 
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Table 12: A Few Words from the Ecclemachs Vocabulary 


[ewm [m [Bem 
[mien emesingetee [ms [mans 


W. E. P. Hartnell, the late State Translator, who had resided in California since 1823, informed 
us in 1850, that nearly twenty dialects were spoken among the Indians of Carmelo Mission before 
that establishment was broken up. As he had himself a great taste for languages, he proved this to 
his satisfaction many times. 


maal 


ike 


Note on La Perouse 


One of the artists of La Perouse party took a sketch of the scene of the reception of the French 
by the priests of Carmelo as described in third chapter, which was afterwards presented to the 
mission, but it got lost in the confusion of things at the sequestration of the mission (1833) and the 
after revolutions. The pictures of Heaven and Hell, mentioned, are now in the church at Monterey. 


La Perouse continued his voyage of discovery to the coast of Russian America, and afterwards 
visited Australia in 1788, where he stopped eight months. Subsequently, as is well known, his two 
vessels with all their crews were lost, and never heard of alive by civilized men. In Well's 
Geographical Account of Australia, published in Sydney in 1848, is notice of the monument to La 
Perouse erected by the French Government under the direction of the son of the celebrated 
Bougainville (of 1766) at Botany Bay, a little south of Sydney. l'he monument is surrounded with 
a gilt sphere, and is within a short distance of a spot marked as the first landing-place in Australia, 
of Capt. James Cook, on the 28th April, 1770. The inscription is as follows: 


A la mémoire de Monsieur de la Perouse. Cette Terre, qu'il visita en 1788, est 
le derniere d'ou il a fait parvenir de soi nouvelles. Hrige au nom de la France 
par le soins de M.M. Bougainville et Ducampier, commandant le frégate La 
Thétis, et la corvette L'Esperance, en reláche au Port Jackson en 1825.—Le 


fondement posé en 1825; Elévé, 1828.!6 


Traces of the wrecks of the unfortunate French navigator were, as is well known, found on the 
Manicolo Islands, to the north and east of Port Jackson, by the persevering and heroic efforts of 


16. Editor (2015)—Translation (Google): In Memory of Sir Perouse. This Earth, which he visited in 1788, 
is the last of it and sent new self. Erected in the name of France by the care of Messrs Bougainville and 
Ducampier, commanding the frigate Thetis, and the corvette L'Esperance in Break at Port Jackson in 
1825.-The foundation laid in 1825; High, 1828. | 
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Capt. Peter Dillon, an Irishman, who, much to the honor of the East India Company, was 
dispatched on an especial voyage, at his own repuest, in the ship Research, and was successful in 
bringing to light a long hidden and melancholy catastrophe wherein more than 300 men lost their 
lives. The French Government had previously dispatched an unsuccessful expedition especially 
for this object. Capt. Dillon was pensioned for this humane service, and received the decoration of 
the Legion of Honor from France. The last of the crew of La Perouse had died before Dillon 
arrived at the wreck. An account of this expedition was published in London between 1827 and 
1835. 


La Perouse and the European Navigators 


The works of La Perouse and the European Navigators, between 1770 and 1830 


La Perouse and Vancouver (1792) conferred great benefits on California, by the introduction 
of many useful vegetables and seeds not possessed by the Spaniards before. These facts are not 
generally known in our State. In consulting their works the historian will find many valuable 
hydrographic charts and shore maps; also engravings of the missions, Indians, animals and natural 
aspects of the country. The original government publications are very scarce now, and too often 
mutilated of maps and pictures. The historian should always consult the perfect copies—a 
precaution necessary to observe of the works of all the surveying expeditions to 1830. Reprints 
are always found “cheap but nasty" to the student. 


For many notices of La Perouse see Lindley's Pacific Directory, 1851. 
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RocQUEFEUIL's ACCOUNT OF CALIFORNIA IN 1817 


Account of San Francisco Bay in a voyage around the world between 1816-19, by Camille de 
Rocquefeuil, in the ship Le Bordelais (this was a vessel of 200 tuns with three officers and 32 
men) of Bordeaux, on a trading voyage to the west coast of America and China. 


On the 3d of August, 1817, we had some indications of the neighborhood of land, and on the 
5th, at 2 o'clock in the afternoon, we descried the coast of California. At 5 o'clock we perceived 
the port of San Francisco, and soon after the fort on the southeast point of the entrance. We 
hoisted our colors and fired a gun; the fort did the same, hoisting Spanish colors. The vessel 
entered rapidly with the tide. At 6 o'clock we passed under the fort, the officer hailed the ship, and 
we answered we were from Lima. We run into this basin, proceeding to the bay of Yerba Buena, 
where Vancouver first anchored. 


Two officers from the fort, Don Gabriel Moriago and Don Manuel Gomez, came off to us. 
These gentlemen were equally pleased and astonished to see us, as we were the first French vessel 
which had ever entered the port. They remained about an hour on board, partook of a little 
collation, and conversed with us in the most cordial manner. They did not appear to trouble 
themselves about politics and had no knowledge of what was passing in Chili. They told us that 
Mexico was almost entirely pacified. I learned that there were but few furs in the country, an 
American who had left Monterey a fortnight before, having taken away the whole stock. Don 


Gabriel obligingly granted me permission to provide myself with the articles which I was in need 
of, and invited me to the Presidio. 


The Presidio 


The next day he sent horses for me and the surgeon. We rode four or five miles through a very 
uneven country, the horses galloping all the way, and entered the Presidio through the principal 
gate, where there is a guard. We alighted at the house of Don Gabriel, who, as well as his wife, 
received us with great politeness. Don G. advised me to come and anchor at the Presidio, which I 
declined doing until I had seen the watering-place. Don Manuel offered to accompany me to it. I 
found it inconvenient, because it is some distance from the sea. Returning to Don G. I met the 
father Ramon Abello, Superior of the Mission, whom I intended to visit. He congratulated me on 
my happy arrival, offered me whatever his Mission could afford, and said that he should be happy 
to see me there. 


The Mission Dolores in 1817 


The road from the Presidio to the Mission is over sand hills which produce only a coarse 
vegetation, ferns, stunted trees, pines, oaks, hollies, etc. This part was still more arid than the 
neighborhood of our anchoring-place. The Mission is situated in an irregular valley, between the 
hills on the north and a small arm of the sea on the south. The soil seems much more fertile than at 
the Presidio, and the temperature is sensibly milder. The church is kept in good order and 
handsomely decorated, the sacred utensils and the pictures are the work of Mexican artists, and 
exceed in richness and taste what is generally seen of this kind in most of the towns of the second 
and third rank in France and Germany. It may contain from five to six hundred persons; there is 
not a single seat. The whole does credit to the piety and taste of the fathers. The magazines well 
stored with corn, peas, etc., the looms in which cloth for the habit of the Indians is woven, and the 
workrooms though not what might be desired, show the activity and industry of these worthy 
men. 


Don Luis Argüello—The Sacramento River 


On going to pay another visit to the Presidio I met, on the way Don Luis Argüello, the 
Governor (of the district) who used me very kindly and promised to contribute all in his power to 
fulfill the object of my visit. I had some conversation with him on the interior of California and 
the Indians who inhabit it. He had ascended the San Sacramento to about fifty leagues from its 
mouth, and assured me that he had always found from seven to eight fathoms water. The breadth 
of this river is very unequal, being two or three miles in some places, and not more than as many 
cables' length in others. In the rainy season it often overflows and covers the low country on both 
sides, to the distance of three or four leagues from its mouth. This part, which is marshy and full 
of lagoons, is inhabited by Indians who subsist upon fish. The interior is extremely fertile; the 
vine grows spontaneously, and though the grape is of inferior quality for want of cultivation, Don 
Luis thought that brandy might be obtained from it. Maize hardly requires any attention. The 
savages, notwithstanding the inferiority of their arms, resist the parties which the Spaniards send 
at long intervals. If they are informed of their approach they abandon the villages, which we | 
almost invariably found deserted or occupied only by a few old people who have not strength to 
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fly. They lie in ambush and endeavor to surprise their enemy. In these excursions, the object of 
which generally is to look for natives who have deserted from the Missions, it is very seldom that 
the Spaniards lose anybody, their jackets of buffalo hides being a sufficient defense against the 
arrows of the savages. 


After the accounts of La Perouse and Vancouver, and the complaints which the officers 
themselves made about the absolute want of workmen, I was surprised at seeing in their houses 
tables and benches of pretty good workmanship. On inquiring where they obtained this furniture, 
Don Luis told we they were the work of one of the Kodiaks, who had been taken prisoner while 
hunting the otter. Thus, in an establishment formed forty years ago by Spain, a savage from the 
Russian Possessions was the most skillful workman! 


The Kodiak Indians—Havoc of Fur Otter 


I obtained some information respecting the singular incursion made by the Kodiaks in the 
years 1809, ‘10 and ‘11. These intrepid fishermen came from Bodega (where, as the Spaniards 
say, the Russians have several hundred of them) in divisions of thirty or forty boats, each with two 
men. They entered, keeping along the north coast of the inlet; when they once got in they were 
masters of this gulf, in which the Spaniards had not a single boat. The otters which till then had 
nothing to fear but the attacks of the Indians of the country, were now pursued by the most 
intrepid and experienced enemy. It was estimated that about eight thousand were destroyed in the 
three years that they repeated their incursions. The confidence with which the Kodiaks were 
inspired, by the Spaniards having no boats, having made them imprudent, some of them were 
surprised on the coast where they went to refresh themselves, while the islands offered them a 
secure retreat against the Spanish horsemen. At length, upon thé representation of Don Luis, some 
boats were built. They are four in number, manned with Indians, and so heavy and ill equipped, 
that I have no doubt the Kodiaks might continue their fishery with success, if the present 
Governor of the Russian establishment thought proper. 


Church Service at the Presidio (1817) 


On the 10th of August, with most of the officers, I attended divine service at the Presidio, 
which was performed in a great hall, until the church which had been burned should be rebuilt. 
This chapel, which was whitewashed and neatly kept, had an altar in pretty good taste, some 
pictures and benches on the sides. Beside ourselves, there were present about forty men, almost 
all military, and about a hundred women and children, all neatly dressed and behaving with much 
decorum. After the service two children sung in a correct and agreeable manner, an invocation, 
each verse of which was repeated in chorus by the congregation. 


Dinner at the Mission 


Father Ramon, who had officiated, invited us as well as Don Luis, to dine at the Mission. The 
repast, which was neatly served up, was composed of a small number of plain and substantial 
dishes, well dressed in the Spanish manner. The bread, meat and vegetables were the produce of 
the Mission and of good quality. 
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Decrease of Indians 


The conversation turned chiefly on the terrible decrease of the native race in the Missions of 
the two Californias. They agreed that it was almost entirely extinct in old California, and for this 
reason the number of the Missions in that country was reduced from seven to two; it was also 
confessed that in the new province which is more fertile, and was always more populous, there 
was not a single Mission where the births were equal to the deaths. 


On the 12th we completed our store of wood and water, and delivered the articles which I was 
to leave in the country. The difficulty of disposing elsewhere of several of our goods, and the 
facility of obtaining provisions here, made me determined to come back, and we were to receive 
at our next visit the payment of the balance which would be due to us above the price of 
provisions furnished, and the otter skins which had been delivered to us. Don Luis and father 
Ramon promised to reserve for me all the furs which they should be able to obtain. 


Return from Nootka—Primitive Manners 


September 20th, 1818.—Returning from Nootka to San Francisco, he notices the fires in the 
forests of the hills on the coast in the neighborhood of Cape Mendocino, which La Perouse had 
mistaken at a distance for a volcano. On the 20th he arrived at San Francisco. “We passed close to 
the point on which the fort stands, which presented a scene of animation for that country, and very 
agreeable to us. All the Presidio had come out. We distinguished the Governor, Argüello, and our 
other friends, who welcomed us with attitudes of congratulation. They hailed the ship as it passed 
the fort, we answered that we came from Nootka. At 6 o'clock we cast anchor near the Presidio in 
seven fathoms; immediately went on shore where I was received as an old friend by Don Luis and 
the other officers. 


Wants Provisions 


* After having made arrangements with Don Luis, I repaired to the Mission to agree for the 
daily supply of bread, and fresh vegetables, and to consider of means for obtaining from the 
Missions situated upon the port, wheat, tallow and pulse. Father Ramon was at San Rafael, a new 
establishment formed on the northern coast. I found only his colleague, father Vicento Oliva, who 
not having the power of his superior, to treat upon business, could only confirm my hopes of the 
inclination of the Mission to supply me with any part of their produce that I might desire. Father 
Vicente merely engaged to send me the daily supply of provisions and the salt necessary for 
pickling our stores. 


Message to Monterey —Not allowed to Trade 


A courier was dispatched to Monterey the same day to give notice of our arrival. On the 25th, 
Don Luis having sent me word that the courier had arrived with the orders of the Governor 
concerning us, I went to the Presidio where he communicated to me the dispatch, containing the 
orders which the Governor gave respecting us. They were that the Bordelais which was upon an 
expedition wholly commercial, should be subject to the prohibitory regulations lately published; 
that it should not be permitted to remain in the port longer than wax necessary to supply its most 
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urgent wants; that it should not be allowed to have any communication except for this purpose, 
and that only on the beach. The same courier brought news of the arrival of the Russian frigate, 
the Kamchatka, and the return of the Kutusoti, which she had met going out—the latter had sailed 
again. On the 22d, the Columbia brig with which we had communicated off Sitka, arrived at 
Monterey. 


Writes to Governor de Sola at Monterey 


The most positive information leaving me no doubt that in adopting towards us measures so 
different from the treatment which we had received before, the hateful insinuations of the captains 
of Peruvian privateers had been listened to, one of them having expressed his blind jealousy while 
we were at Callao, I resolved to go to Monterey, to do away with the effects of these calumnies. 
But Don Luis, to whom I was obliged to apply for permission, and the measures to take the 
journey, assured me that he was not authorized to grant my request, and that I had only to write to 
the Governor. My letter to Don Pablo Vicente Sole, Governor of Upper California, was to the 
following effect: “That after the hospitable reception which I had until then met with, in the 
various ports of Spanish America, at which I touched, and particularly in the ports of his 
Government, I could not ascribe the rigorous treatment which I had now met with, to anything but 
false reports. My conduct having been unexceptionable, could not have caused such a change. As 
I was certain of removing, if I could have the honor of seeing him, the unfavorable impression 
which he might have received, I begged him to allow me to go to Monterey. If he should not think 
proper to grant me this favor, I requested him to make strict inquiries into the facts which might 
have been imputed to me, and even to have an examination on board the ship. That if the result 
was favorable to me, as I was assured it would be, I begged him to allow me a fortnight to 
revictual, and especially to lay in a stock of salt provisions. I likewise asked permission to hind 
some sick, on whose health the air of the country could not fail/to have the most salutory effect, 
and their presence need not cause any uneasiness, as they had no contagious disorder. I also 
acquainted the Governor with the engagements that I had entered into with the Governor of the 
Russian settlements, and entreated him to enable me to fulfill them. I at the same time wrote to 
Capt. Golovnin, to acquaint him of my situation, and to ask his good offices, to insure the success 
of an operation which would be useful to the colonies of his own nation. 


Capt. Golovnin, the Russian—Wheat Cargo 


These dispatches were sent on the 26th, with those of Don Luis, who consented, till he 
received new orders, to mitigate the restrictions placed upon us. The answer of the Governor 
came on the 28th. It was conceived in polite but very vague terms. I thought it tolerably 
satisfactory, though all my requests were not explicitly granted, He consented to my taking in 
provisions, but did not clearly express himself respecting the articles I desired to take in as a 
cargo. I also received a letter from Capt. Golovnin, who had the kindness to speak in my favor to 
the Governor, from whom he had not obtained a more precise answer than I had received. lie gave 
me very prudent advice respecting my intention of taking corn (wheat) to New Archangel. This 
advice was founded on the abundant supply which those establishments would receive from the 
Kutusoff; which had five hundred tuns on board (from California for Russian America), and 
might have induced me to renounce my intention, If my arrangements with Mr. Heigemeister had 
not been both a sufficient guarantee on his side and an indispensable obligation on mine. He told 
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me that the Columbia, which at its arrival had asked his protection, met with the same difficulties 
at Monterey as I had met with at San Francisco. Capt. Golovnin informing me of his approaching 
departure for Russia, obligingly offered me to take charge of my packet for France. 


Don Luis sent a circular to the three Missions, desiring them to send their corn on board. This 
circular was drawn up in such terms as shelved rather that it came from him than from the 
superior authority; the consequence of which was that the Father Superior did not consider this as 
sufficient authority, and would not suffer the corn (wheat etc.) to be sent. However, he wrote 
immediately to the Governor in the most urgent terms, requesting him to give permission for the 
exportation of the corn, which was no less advantageous for the country than ourselves. 


Trades with the Officers and Padres 


The Commandant, both the military and the colonial, came on board to provide themselves 
with such articles as they wanted, especially woolens and all kinds of clothing—all supplies from 
New Spain tidying ceased for some years in consequence of the troubles. The courier sent by the 
Father Superior to Monterey, returned on the 9th, with dispatches entirely satisfactory. He 
immediately informed the Missions that they might send the corn which they had to dispose of. 


American Vessel at Santa Barbara 


On the 10th another courier arrived from Monterey, bringing dispatches in which the 
Governor stated that an American brig, which had arrived at Santa Barbara from the Sandwich 
Islands, affirmed it had left there two vessels of Buenos Ayres, carrying 32 and 24 guns, which 
were to make an attack on California. 


Bouchard, the Privateer 


This attack was made soon after our departure, upon Monterey and the southern Presidios, 
which were conquered without much resistance. San Francisco was not disturbed. [This was the 
attack of the celebrated Bouchard, a Frenchman in the patriot service of Argentine.] 


Leaves Sick Frenchmen 


After leaving some of his sick crew under the care of the Padres of Dolores Mission, who had 
cured many of his sailors of diseases contracted on the long voyage, he continues: “I likewise 
settled with Don Luis his private account and the duties both on the articles embarked as a cargo 
and on the goods imported by way of payment. 


Duties Paid 


These latter were taxed at 71⁄2 per cent on the sale price; the corn 15 per cent, and the tallow 16 
per cent on the value. The total produce of the sale on our three visits, was 6,226 piastres; that of 
the purchases—provisions and duties included— 6,356 piastres; being an overplus of 130 piastres, 
which was paid in specie. All the preparations being completed for our departure, I took 


328 


leave of Don Luis and his Lieutenant, who came to partake of the last dinner that we should 
have in their country. About 5 in the afternoon our friends took leave with the most cordial 
expressions of friendship and good will on both sides. The wind being very weak and contrary, 
the high lands to the north of San Francisco were still in sight at 6 o'clock in the evening of the 
19th (October)." | 


Note—June, 1861.—This account was copied in 1854 from “Modern Voyages and Travels."—5 
vols. large octavo; London, 1819; a work very scarce in California. It has never been 
published heretofore in this country, and it is valuable as showing the state of things in 
California during the times of the king immediately sas € to the advent of the Mexican 
rule. 


Capt. Duhaut Cilley also made a voyage of commerce around the world in 1825-28, under the 
French flag, and traded on the coasts of both Californias. His work was published in two volumes, 
(M. oct.) in Paris about 1829, and it is considered a work of mérit and standing so far as it goes. 
But his chapters on Alta California contain little of value to our subject, and they are of little 
extent. | 
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THE INDIANS OF CENTRAL AMERICA AND MEXICO 


The Indians of Central America and Mexico and Their Connection with California. 


The Lacandones 


The Lacandones, and other Mountain Tribes of Yucatan, Chiapas, and Guatemala. 


The old Spanish accounts of these tribes, published from 1540, to 1700 agree remarkably with 
those of Pontelli in 1857-59, as noted in the Conclusion to the First Series of the Indianology, and 
the translation of whose account is appended in the sequel. These Spanish accounts to 1700 have 
been recently translated into our language by Fancourt, late Governor of British Honduras, in his 
history of Yucatan, 1 vol. 8vo. London 1854, who also promises a second volume of his valuable 
labors to include the period between 1700 and the issuance of his new volume. The authorities he 
quotes are: Cogulluda’s Yucatan and Itza, Madrid, 1701; Villagutierre' s Conquest of the Indians 
of Lacandon and Itza, Madrid, 1701; Remesals Chiapas and Guatemala, Madrid, 1620; with some 
minor ones which are all exceedingly scarce and costly works even in Spain and Spanish 
America, and extremely difficult to obtain. The map of Yucatan by Dudley Costello, attached to 
Fancourt's work from the earliest and those of the last authorities, is one of the simplest and 
clearest in delineation it has been our fortune to consult—in many respects it is a model map. 


Fancourt relates the accounts of some thirty missionary and military expeditions (attended with 
several martyrdoms of priests and cruel massacres), undertaken by the Spaniards of Yucatan, etc, 
between 1540 and 1700, into the country of the Itzas, Lacandones and cognate tribes. 


The Indians of Yucatan and its western mountain frontiers mentioned in the map and in the 
text of Fancourt from the Spanish authorities, are the Acalanes, Taijacs or Ataijacs, Queches, 
Itzas, Petens, Tirumpecs, Puchutlas, Mopanets, Manches, Marva", Choles, and Lacandones, all 
mountaineers, of which the Lacandones, Manches, and Itzas, are the boldest, most enterprising, 
astute and warlike, having never been subdued by the Spaniards. The description of Pontelli 
(1859) of them remarkably coincides with those of Cogulluda, Remesal, Villaguistera, and Bernal 
Dias. The country of all these tribes is represented as extremely populous, and the extent of it, 
given by Pontelli as 19,000 square leagued, conforms to the foregoing authors, and was celebrated 
among the Spaniards for its beauty and salubrity. There is little reason to doubt Pontelli's 
statements of their being now able to bring 600,000 warriors into the field armed with guns, bows, 
spears, etc, and that their prowess and mode of warfare, etc, is such as he represents, as be only 
repeats the statements of the Yucatan Spanish history, and the new notes of Squiers in his “States 
of Central America," of 1858. It is highly desirable that extended observation be made on these 
Indian tribes, as there can be little doubt many of them preserve the habits, customs, religion, 
worship, and history of the Ante-Columbian half-civilized races of our continent—and in its day 
and generation this Indiada had a wonderful empire in the valleys of the Cordilleras of North 
America. The extent and vastness of it astonishes the student of history. Stephens in his four 
volumes of Central American Travel, 1840-43, and Norman's Yucatan (Phil. 1849), also confirm 
Pontelli's accounts. 


The Eastern portion of Yucatan conquered by the Spaniards up to 1800 and christianized by 
them in mission and hacienda reductions (and the country was quite populous and half-civilized 
by them ante 1500), were the Eastern Mayas, the Tipurans, Kupules, and Cocaines. The 
revolutions since 1840 have been fierce and consuming, and the white Spaniards have been nearly 
swallowed up by the Indians in their tumultuous attacks and massacres and the adulteration of 
blood. Commerce is principally confined to the coast ports and the frontier posts of British 
Honduras. 


The Indian nations of the Pacific slope of North America seem to have been more astute, 
civilized and populous for the extent of the country, than those of the Atlantic slopes, until we 
arrive at the Valley of Mexico, when they seem to have deflected to the Gulf of Mexico coasts, 
where their power must have been on the magnificent barbaric order. Their European annalists 
have been rather meager, and so far no Ercilla has celebrated their heroics. They appear mostly to 
have inhabited countries assimilating in climate and salubrity to that of California, and all were 
acquainted with gold and silver—they were great warriors and architects in their day and 
generation. 


The student of the North American Indianology cannot complete his study of the science 
without consulting the works mentioned in the unrivaled Bibliographical Catalogues attached to 
the works of Robertson's History of America, 1784; O. Rich's Bibliographia Americana of 1826; 
Squier's States of Central America, 1858; and Duflot de Mofras' California, 1844; together with 
the recent (1860) Catalogue of Squiers', of authors on the philology, etc, of Central America, and 
his new work of publication of rare Spanish manuscripts on this last mentioned country collected 
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in Spain and Central America and publishing in 1861-62. The original printed Spanish 
ecclesiastical and secular works on Spanish North America are of very great merit, and those ante 
1700 show a high order of literary character; quite equal if not superior to the schools of Franco 
and England of the same period. They deserve to be more thoroughly studied by modern students, 
as they contain mines of knowledge, much of which will be found to have anticipated more recent 
authors who are shamelessly ignorant of their acquisitions, which they often claim as discoveries. 


For the most recent accounts in English of the Lacandones, Manches, and Itzas, anterior to 
those of Pontellis, the reader is referred to the aforementioned work of Squiers on the States of 
Central America, which contains an excellent resume of the Aborigines, half-civilized and 
Cimaron, of the Central American countries. The hiatus is however still very perplexing, and very 
many years must elapse before the student of Homology can grasp the whole of the subject, for 
new discoveries are made every day, as travel and commerce carry the seeds of science into those 
remote countries. The American reader will wonder at the strides the Spanish power made in the 
interior countries of the Western Continent, and what a perfect; homogenous, cut and dry system 
they had for carrying on their Colonial Government between 1580 and 1800; in this last year it 
began to wilt, and by some mysterious providence of God they| have not been able so far to 
reconstruct it. 


On reference to Alcedo's Geographical Dictionary of the Spanish Colonies, 5 vols. Madrid, 
1789, accounts will be found of all the bishoprics, captain-generalships, governorships, cities, 
towns, Indians, etc, from the conquest to 1780. If the U. S. Government is perplexed with internal 
anarchy and strife for the next twenty years, the powerful Governments of Europe may intervene 
in the cause of peace in the internal affairs of Spanish North America, as was intimated after the 
Crimean war; or, the new spirit imbued into Spain may take higher and more vigorous flights and 
again attempt the subjection of her old colonies, now dreadfully exhausted by forty years of civil 
wars. 


The scientific men of Europe and the Atlantic States ought to call in the aid of the numerous 
ecclesiastical dignitaries and priests of the Roman Catholic Church in the Spanish North 
American countries to further develop and extend the science of the Indianology. This body of 
men still possess great numbers of valuable manuscripts on the languages and history of the 
Indians, which have never been given to the world, but which would be given to the world if some 
reliable and established academy or society would print their works and properly honor their 
labors by a generous stimulus. There are very few Spanish Catholic priests who would not, at 
some period of their lives, add valuable extensions to the literature of Indianology. The thing 
should be commenced by circulars in Spanish, copiously distributed in Mexico and Central 
America, in which respect should be paid to their religious faith end their political status, and a 
summing up made by a competent hand of the valuable labors of two hundred years in this line of 
the Spanish priesthood, and laying down the most improved and simplified plan for collecting and 
collating facts of the Indianology, so as to elevate it to the dignity of a science. And to this should 
be added a list of Spanish authors, with the date of publication of their works, in an abstract form, 
as: “Fr. Cogulludo, Yucatan, 1701;” “Lic. Villagutierre, Yucatan, 1701;” “Fr. Ribas Triumph of 
the Faith in Sinaloa, 1658,” etc., etc. Some such plan, it seems to us, in time would bring them all 
into communication with the learned men of Europe and America and stimulate in a wonderful 
degree the sciences of Archeology, Ethnology, Philology—in fine a more thorough knowledge of 
the family of man in America. 
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But as a preface to this, the Indianology of Spanish North America ought to be popularized by 
some work in the English language, in the form of a hand-book, by a competent author, and as it 
can't be denied that our race are the greatest travelers and ramblers since the days of Nimrod and 
Noah, such a work would be a great assistance to observing men. 


It is singular as yet there is no special work on the ecclesiastical history of Spanish North 
America, from 1500 to 1860. There exists an immense mass of material ready printed to the hand 
of any properly influenced student. It would certainly make a curious and most valuable addition 
to American history, and be particularly full on the half-civilized Indians. A reference to 
Manahan's (New York, 1859) *Triumph of the Catholic Church" (in Europe, Asia and Africa), 
will show what Catholic theological doctrines can do when they try. Though we are indebted to 
the Roman Catholic Church for the reduction to civilized habits of two-thirds of the geographical 
extent of North America, it is a little singular that none of the professorships of their colleges, in 
these countries or the United States, have been specially devoted to the elimination of knowledge 
on Indian matters. 


In these days the student is exceedingly in want of a cheap form of a reprint of the old Spanish 
authors on America (something after the style of “Bohn’s Classical Library," of London), such as 
Herrera, Peter Martyr, Gomara, B. Dias, Oviedo Juarros, Las Casas, Cogulludo, Molino, Remesal, 
Ribas, etc., with a separate volume of bibliography of works published in Spain and her American 
colonies, 1500 to 1825, on the plan of Mr. O'Rich's Bibliographia Americana. To aid this the 
cooperation of the Spanish Government and their literary men ought to be solicited, and 
particularly a bibliographical catalogue of the original manuscripts in the different depots of old 
archives in Spain relating to the history of North America prior to 1820, is much wanted. 


In his new volume (1858) of the *States of Central America," Mr. Squiers has made many 
omissions in his bibliographical catalogue of works referred to in Fancourt, and the body of his 
own work, and other authors, as Cogulludo, Remesal, Molina, Fuentes, Humboldt, Kingsborough, 
etc., which ordinary inquirers are unhappily not acquainted with. In a new edition of his work we 
hope to see the hiatus of 1540 to 1700 filled up, as no author can so well make such a catalogue as 
himself, if we except his confreres the sevens of France and Germany. Probably a new and 
extended edition of Rich's Bibliographia Americana is called for. 


The Palm-Tree Sign of Aztec Migration 


On the 337th pap of this work, Mr. Squiers remarks: And it is a significant fact that in the map 
of their migrations promoted by Gemalli Carteri (about 1680), the place of the origin of the 
Aztecs is designated by the sign of water (Atl standing for Aztalan) a pyramidal temple with 
grades, and near these a palm-tree. This circumstance did not escape the attention of the observant 
Humboldt, who says, I am astonished at finding a palm near this tsocalli. This tree certainly does 
not indicate a northern region. “We must look,” adds Squiers, “for the primitive country of the 
Nahuals (intrusive? tribes of Mexico in San Salvador and Nicaragua) to the south of Mexico." 


Now, with all due deference to the authorities of Humboldt and Squiers, we would 
respectfully suggest that the palm-tribe is not at all uncommon in the northern part of the gulf 
shores of Lower California, the River Colorado and many parts of Sonora. Is there not good 
grounds for believing that the common opinion and tradition throughout Mexico, as has been 
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asserted, has such a strength of legs as to stand upright of itself —that it had an origin in the 
ancient empire of the Californias, where the 1530-45 Aladin stories placed the cities of gold and 
silver and precious stones. 
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Central America, by The Caballero Léon de Pontelli 


[From the Paris Correo de Ultramar, 1860.] 


To-day we add another name to the list of the foremost pioneers of civilization among which 
stand Le Vaillant, Caille, Livingston, whose discoveries and adventures have been the surprise 
and admiration of their contemporaries. Without desiring to lessen the glory of these celebrated 
men who confronted dangers and fatigues in the face of death in the hope of discovering new 
horizons, we think we can affirm that none of these have brought from their distant explorations 
and travels observations of such great interest as those of the Caballero Pontelli. In effect he does 
not treat of barbarous tribes of Negroes: the lands he explored were entirely unknown before, and 
are inhabited exclusively by an intelligent, warlike race of copper-bronzed men, and who possess 
a history attested by numerous monuments of great magnificence, indicating an advanced state of 
civilization. | 


The Geographical Societies have already noticed these curious revelations. The press of Paris 
and of New York have already made mention of Mr. Pontelli and his wonderful travels. Our 
readers will therefore appreciate the importance of the accounts which we shall now publish and 
the truth of which may be admitted beyond a doubt. In a future number we shall give a map of 
these mountain lands so recently discovered by the adventurous explorer, and which will serve as 
a guide to his travels and observations. 


He says: After I had visited a great portion of Asia and Africa, I traveled in South America 
throughout its whole extent. My scientific investigations then led me to Central America, where I 
passed three consecutive years. From the Isthmus of Panama to Tehauntepec, I explored the entire 
country, and had the great good fortune to discover an immense district entirely unknown in 
Geography. 


No stranger of any kind having been able to penetrate within the limits of these lands, before 
myself, it must consequently follow that since the conquest, such a mortal hatred has been 
engendered against the white race and particularly the Spaniards, that at several epochs they have 
sallied out and attacked the towns and pueblos of the frontiers of Yucatan, Vera Paz, Tabasco, and 
Chiapas, and entirely destroyed them. 


The part of the country most interesting is situated within the territory and limits of the State 
of Chiapas in Mexico, occupying a very extensive superficies in the southern part of Mexico not 
far from the Pacific Ocean, and which embraces a surface of nineteen thousand square leagues. It 
is watered with fine rivers, with numerous stretches and sinuosities flowing smooth as canals, and 
then breaking into rapids and torrents; for it is cut up with mountains like Switzerland where I 
passed the greater part of my youth, and in memory of which I have called it the American 
Switzerland. 


The numerous ruins which cover the ground in these countries, filled me with an ardent 
interest. The Geographical Societies of New York and Paris have made mention of the 
Copaniquista and the Ostuta, of which I was the first to direct their attention to; but independent 
of the magnificent remains of an advanced civilization which encircle these two cities, there are 
seven or eight more which I have seen and could describe. 


The teocali or sepulchers of the ancient warriors and their families can still be seen sculptured 
with ancient hieroglyphics on their faces. With surprise and admiration I encountered tombs of 
kings, sarcophagi, towers, remains of palaces, beautiful mosaics, aqueducts well preserved (some 
of them underground), and turrets of porphyry and jasper in perfect pieces or Columns. The 
beauty of these ruins is superior to anything one could possibly have imagined. No traveler who is 
not well versed in the idioms of these ancient races, and of the different dialects of their various 
nations, and who cannot comprehend the hieroglyphics of the Mayas or of Japan, will be able to 
understand or find these remains. 


I insist particularly on the Japanese signs, for they have brought me many idols which they 
had made for the object of worship like the Gods Amida, Foranga, Xantai, Xaca, Canu, the fish 
Natsja, and the Serpenton; which last (meaning a large serpent) is what they sculpture around 
their sacrificial stones. 


The Indians of the Mayas, Zapotecas, and La candones, are warlike tribes and inhabit the 
interior: to penetrate into their lands it is strictly necessary to understand their language, and to 
have a knowledge of the military art, horsemanship, chemistry, botany, and mineralogy, to win 
and fix the esteem and consideration of the chiefs and the old men who are venerated, so as to 
enable you to get their confidence, to tell you the secrets of plants and other matters pertaining to 
the richness of the lands and the country. 
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The Indiada of these comarcas are fine observers and nothing escapes their penetration. 
Enemies to flattery, they honor a stranger in whom they perceive superior qualities; but when they 
see men who wish to dominate over them and to show themselves of a superior race, they treat 
with very slight commiseration. | 


To penetrate without danger into the center of these warlike people, it is necessary to preserve 
a fine appearance, and possess a pleasant grave manner with a character and port to inspire at the 
sight their esteem and confidence: a confidence and esteem which they will not concede without 
well proving the stranger. | 


Very laconic, these Indians frequently talk for signs and indications. The first one I met asked 
me what was the object that brought me to their country, and what was looking for. Immediately 
to prove me he presented to me a colt to tame. He also invited me to hunt wild beasts, and 
ultimately brought me quarts-stone, containing metals, and also some fruits. Poor me! had I not 
extricated myself with triumph from these snares and proofs, with contempt and despection they 
would have expelled me from the country as the very least punishment for my ignorance and 
presumption. | 


Their Telegraphs 


The medium employed by these people to transmit a notice from tribe to tribe, is very 
ingenious. With a trumpet in the mouth, they make certain particular sounds indicating this or that 
matter desirable to notify. When they discover a stranger within the limits of their territories, on 
the instant they signalize his presence at the distance of 20 to 25 leagues in less than an hour’s 
time. If it is an enemy, they will lay ambuscades with armed men, in which he will quickly be 
entrapped and fall into their hands. 


Judiciary 


The people are sober and temperate, and of a rigidness of custom very extraordinary. When 
any of a tribe have been culpable of a crime, immediately they form a council of the ancient men, 
try him and condemn him; and not only the criminal do they punish according to his fault, but 
they Punish his relatives, distant and remote; even if it is to the extremity of expatriation, if the 
crime is of that serious grade. 


Ruins of Ostuta, the City of the Grand Chief 


This city is situated in one of the most picturesque spots ofja magnificent valley, surrounded 
by high mountains and extending along the banks of a noble river now named El Dorado; and 
which was the residence of the ancient chiefs of the country. From the top of one of the high hills 
which overlooks this valley may be seen the ruins of an ancient palace which commanded the 
whole valley. At the foot of these heights may be seen the remains of another palace with numbers 
of figures and hieroglyphics, and the fragments of columns and capitals covering the neighboring 
grounds. No doubt may be found in these remains infinite rich¢s for the science of archeology. It 
is evident that in these localities there are historical memorials and data to inspire our utmost 
respect: the proof of which is that they are as carefully guarded by the Indians, by alternate reliefs, 
as is their practice in guarding and watching their grottos; the abode of their divinities. 
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Sacrificial Stone in the Forests 


Interlaced with the sculptured figures of serpents this stone receives the blood of the victims. 
Its pedestal is covered with hieroglyphics. A little rivulet coming from a short distance is lost in 
the earth at the foot of this altar. According to the tradition preserved; the sacrificer tears out the 
heart of the victim, first holding it up before the multitude and immediately consecrates it to the 
divinity. | 


The Chief Bachna Iblt, the Lion of the Andes 


Great chief of the Lacandone Indians, is represented here in his war dress and implements. 
The chief is the only one who has the privilege to cover his head with the skin of the Lion. Bachna 
Iblt is a man of extraordinary power, size and figure; he will mount the most savage colt with the 
greatest audacity and with it traverse precipices, shooting flying birds from his seat on the horse. 


His title of chief is not hereditary. In case of death; or an accident; or of his losing a victory, or 
in the course of certain years or moons some other chief shows himself superior in combat, the 
council of the ancients deliberates on the appointment of his successor. Before a woman can 
marry a Bachna Iblt it is necessary, also, that she be proved of certain rare qualities. Nothing is 
more curious than the investiture of a Bachna Iblt or Lion of the Andes. His body is covered with 
the skins of the danta, and there is also placed a collar of human teeth (the maxillaris). These are 
the decorations which represent his victories over his enemies. 


Interior of an Adoration Grotto 


The Divinity is fixed in the center of a sun of mother of pearl, gold and silver, pointing up to 
the sun with the right hand, and in the other hand he holds a sword. Behind or at the sides of the 
grotto over the hieroglyphics, as well as on the altar of stone where is seated, cross-legged, the 
Divinity, the sanctuary is illuminated constantly with burning incense of sweet smelling: gums, 
the pavement of the grotto (or space in front of the altar) is adorned with mosaics representing all 
classes of flowers. 


An Invite of the Bachna Iblt 


One day the chief invited me to a leopard hunt. We parted very early in the hunt and 
afterwards met in an open wood where there was breeding place of the animals which he knew of. 
When we arrived there the chief gave the sign of attack, “jach! jach!” which means attention. All 
of the party were armed, each with a musket and carbine. I attacked the male, who was posted like 
a sentinel on a neighboring tree, in the very moment he was preparing for a spring on myself. The 
charge entered his head and he fell down dead at the moment the chief female with poniard in 
hand. Two Young leopards close by their mother, playing with each other, we immediately carried 
off alive as our trophies. 


The wife of Bachna Ibit, called the Rose of the Andes 


This woman is of a fine noble figure and appearance. The Indian type in her is greatly 
dulcified with an intelligent expression. She is represented in her usual vestments. She is the only 
woman in the tribe who is allowed the privilege to carry on her shoulders the skin a of lion. 
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The Rose of the Andes always accompanies her lord in his wars and grand hunts, preparing in 
his excursions his food, mounting a horse at his side, and fighting with him. When he returns from 
a victorious expedition, she makes signs to the tribe who then receive him with acclamations of 
congratulations. These are given ia a singular mixture of noises of the most strange and 
inharmonious character. Some imitate the growling and grunting of wild beast, while other imitate 
the screechings of hawks and birds of prey, some of which they also simulate with particular kinds 
of musical instruments of the most barbarous sounds. 


View of Bachaju 


The chief and his Council of the Ancients reside in Bachaju, on the top of high cerro 
overlooking the valley. Here are sentinels posted who are always vigilantly guarding the country. 
The houses of the towns are made of cane and bamboo, only that of the chief has an upper story. 
This house is surrounded by trees planted in symmetrical order; all the houses are thatched with 
grass or palm-leaves. | 


Chinanpas of Floating Gardens in Lakes 


Nothing is more picturesque than the floating gardens which can navigate the lagoons like 
balsas (or canoes made of bound reeds), and they are often inhabited, with houses erected on 
them. These gardens give flowers and vegetables of all classes. On them they celebrate their 
feasts, and catch the fish of the lake both by night and day. Canoes are kept near by to visit 
between garden and garden. | 


Sepulchers in the Wooded Shades 


The central tomb engraved herein, has a chief sculptured on each side with a trophy; these 
figures are well preserved. On each side of the figures are also sculptured hieroglyphics and 
figures. These tombs are in arched vaults, in which the bodies may be lowered when the 
obstructing stones are removed. When any one is seen in the neighborhood of these tombs the 
Indian sentinel watches him with the greatest suspicion and vigilance, and woe betide the man 
who lays thoughtless or sacrilegious hands on anything pertaining to them, for when he least 
expects it a hidden spy sends an arrow or plunges a poinard to his heart at the moment of 
profanation. 
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Extent of Country—Thickly Populated 


I have said before, the southern portion of this Comarea contains about 19,000 square leagues. 
The northern part is cut up into an infinitude of Alturas touching the limits of Verapaz, passing the 
Lake of Peten and into Guatemala, Yucatan, and Chiapas. I calculate this northern portion has four 
times less extension than the meridional. This portion of the territory is very populous; the 
mountain races which inhabit it are very brave and bellicose. The populations grouped together of 
the different alturas could with facility collect together six hundred thousand warriors. The 
elevated country grows all the productions of Europe, the lower levels produce all the productions 
of tropical vegetation. The climate offers many variations of temperature, conforming to the 
altitudes; passing from the heats of the tropics to the mildness of the temperate zone, and as you 
ascend entering the asperities of the eternal snows. 


Soil —Minerals 


The soil of the mesas or table-lands is of a fertility and richness incomparable. When I saw the 
numerous ruins and remains of the ancient cities which fell under my observation, I could well 
understand how an advanced civilization could be favored and fostered in the midst of such 
abundance, and in the enchantment of such veritable terrestrial paradises. Here I might cite the 
discovery I made of the vestiges of an ancient highway, showing the power and dignity of a high 
state of regulated society, and which road opened a communication with the populations of both 
Oceans. 


The mountainous region offers a grand variety of mineral riches: gold, silver, copper, iron, and 
load, are found in large mother-veins, which are little explored. The Indian has other exchanges 
than silver and gold for his exterior trafficking: they are contented in extracting sufficient of these 
metals for their personal necessities of articles which they are in want of, not procurable in their 
country. They trade with their commercial agents with such funds as they think sufficient to 
purchase the articles they desire, without thinking of accumulating the products of these 
extractions of gold and silver. But in place of this apparent negligence of their mineral riches, 
whose real value they are ignorant of however, these Indians of Central America greatly esteem 
the possession of their mines; for they have a rigid law vigilantly guarded and enforced, that 
whoever reveals to a white man a mine of gold or silver, they punish with certain death. This 
legislation has been enforced since the Conquest, and without doubt having the object in view of 
combating the vice of avarice, which has produced such incalculable excesses and ravages among 
the Indian races during the period of the primary discoveries and Conquests of the Europeans on 
the American Continent. 


Precious Stones 


Among the mineralogical species which abound in these zones, we must mention the precious 
stones of opal, topaz, ruby, and emerald. I have also seen rock-crystal in immense masses; and on 
one occasion when I entered a certain grotto, the light produced a most magical effect in the 
shades and lights of the projecting points of crystal. 


Vegetable Productions 


The vegetable productions are not less valuable and diversified. In almost every place you 
meet with gum, balsam, copaiba, red and yellow cinchona, wax-trees, tallow-trees, and silk-trees. 
These silk-trees grow in vast quantities through certain parts of the country, and constitute a very 
peculiar, particular product: they are inhabited by a species of spider, which fabricate for their 
nests or webs a pocket (bolsa or suspended bag) which incloses a silk thread of an abundant and 
excellent quality. 


It is of course difficult to comprehend in such a rapid notice the infinite resources contained in 
these countries, the richest in the world in the three kingdoms of nature. Having formed on first 
sight a highly favorable idea of the country, I determined to visit it in all its parts to study its 
system and constitution; geographical, physical, and moral. To effect my object I had to pass 
through many dangers; but from the circumstances which favored me, no obstacles nor fatigues 
were too great to deter me, and in the retrospect they seem as nothing to me. 


The first of the conditions for one who wishes to penetrate into these countries is to inspire the 
Indians with entire confidence in the honesty of his intentions. He must also possess the 
knowledge of all those arts most useful to them, which is that of plants and the art of war. And it is 
not possible to deceive them pertaining to those matters of which they are the judges according to 
their ideas and usages. I had the good fortune to entirely gain their confidence in my first 
acquaintance and business with them, justified by their own eye sight of merits they esteem, and 
can say I came out of them to their satisfaction from the proofs with which they tried me. 
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Enters the Country of the Mountain Indians 


I had often desired to communicate with the great chief, but the first friends I had made had 
always persuaded me against the idea of penetrating into the interior, from the little security I had 
in undertaking the enterprise. But nothing daunted, one morning, I had a notice transmitted by 
their signs to the interior from the place on the frontier where I was stopping, adverting to my plan 
of putting in execution my project, and if the powerful chief, the Lion of the Andes, was disposed 
to receive me with cordiality, and if I could meet with guides fo or the road and men to conduct and 
protect me in my journey. 


The counseled me to leave my horse at the frontier, because the roads were impracticable for 
horses. In effect, in these rugged mountains, everything is transported by men. I would not defer 
to this advice, but said wherever I went or could go, could travel equally my faithful Choho, the 
inseparable companion of my voyage. Choho, an Indian horse of the mountains, was gifted with 
and extraordinary intelligence, of prodigious audacity and tireless strength, and who was never 
afraid of any danger. My resolution confounded the Indians, and as I quickly discovered, 
augmented greatly the good opinion they had of me. 


I had undertaken a journey of great difficulty. We had to climb up mountains, traverse great 
barancas and rivers, and overcome formidable and immense obstacles in our war. More than once 
the Indians seeing the difficulties and danger we encountered, and for the sympathy I had inspired 
them in my favor, prostrated themselves and invoked for me the protection of the Great Spirit. In 
fine, at the end of fifteen days after our departure, we arrived at Cuchumata, where I was expected 
to meet with the powerful chief Bachna Iblt. 


Meets the King and Queen 


I encountered the Lion of the Andes in his war-dress and equipments near the sides of a 
profound precipice, accompanied by his wife and the member's of the Council of Ancients. My 
arrival was announced by the sound of the trumpets of my guides. As I caught sight of the Indian 
chief I gave my, horse the spur, when he gave a spring and landed me on the other side of the 
precipice, and planted himself near the person of the Lion of the Andes, who looked, with wonder 
at my temerity and, dexterity. He received me with all the marks of distinction, holding in one 
hand the emblem of friendship (which is a leaf of the fan-palm), and with his other holding out his 
musket. 


The chief's wife received me with similar honor and by raising her arms, elevating her little 
child on her shoulders. The members of the Council saluted me with a species of solemn gravity 
and manifested their satisfaction at the reasons which caused my visit. I deduced from these 
proofs of their kindness favorable opinions and notices to my advantage. I was conducted with 
great attention to the city, where I was received with a hospitality the most generous. 


My relations with the chief soon became very intimate and I was soon able to speak with him 
of many things that interest me. What I found relating to the religion of the country convinced me 
that the inhabitants were submerged in the grossest idolatry. I think it would be an immense 
service to these ignorant populations to show them our renovating religion without expelling the 
idea they have of a Great Spirit. I gave the chief and his family some notion of Christian morals, 


explaining the merits of baptism, and after a short time the Indian chief admitted the excellence of 
this holy practice. 


Baptizes Them 


The Bachna Iblt desired me to commence with his children, assuring me that from his 
example all the mother's of the tribe would present their young ones after his. So on an appointed 
day we gathered them all, and in presence of the members of the Council, I baptized the children 
of the chief, those present assisting according to my counsel by invoking the benedictions of the 
Great Spirit on their heads. The parents of the child were seated under a tree dressed in a vestment 
of a tiger's skin, and also invoked the Divinity. This scene of a character so strange and rare; in the 
midst of a silvestial solitude, impressed me in the most solemn manner; but I was obliged to 
conceal my emotions, fearing the Indians might accuse me of weakness. 


Their Religion 


The sentiment of religion with the Indian is deep but very much confused and involved. No 
action that seems important, whether in public or private life, is transacted without invocation at 
the feet of their idols. Their adoration and worship is very simple and artless, consisting 
principally in orations in public. I have assisted in many of their religious ceremonies, but none of 
them affected me so strongly as the public ovations which precede their war expeditions or 
engagements, having the object of invoking the clemency of the Great Spirit for those who might 
fall in battle. This act of adoration is celebrated in the open forest, in front of the sacred grotto of 
their temple; in a kind of brazier directly before which is kept burning a large fire mixed with 
odoriferous resins. Each warrior in full dress then surrounds the blazing incense in a circular line, 
and placing in front of each of themselves another small brazier with lighted incense, kneels to the 
ground and prostrates himself, resting his head on his outstretched arms and hands. At the back of 
each warrior is driven a strong stake into the ground, on which is suspended the arms he carries in 
war. 


Their Wars 


War is the principal occupation of these peoples, for the hostilities between the different tribes 
are permanent. During my residence in Cuchumata, the chief engaged me to instruct his warriors 
in the tactics of the art of war; but it is very difficult to accommodate European tactics to the 
habits and manner of life of these tribes. The greatest advantage they derived from my instruction 
was improving their methods of operating in strategy and ambuscade. 


Their Dances and Feasts 


Their ceremonies on returning from their wars is to assemble in an open glade in the forest, 
dressed in their war-dress and their head and shoulders covered with the prepared heads of lions, 
bears, tigers, oxen, eagles, monkeys, alligators, and other wild animals. The chief, his head 
encircled with a circlet of feathers, is seated in state in full dress in company with his Council, 
outside a circle formed by the warriors, who with rattles, spears, daggers, bows and other 
symbols, go through an allegorical dance or drama, showing the actions of their combats. At one 
side are stationed musicians with drums, bagpipes, and a kind of castanets made in table form, 
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supported on four legs. These always accompany the dance with their music, instrumental and 


vocal, while the people surround them in admiring crowds. 


Besides the wars of the interior between tribe and tribe, the Indians of the central country have 
many causes of enmity against the populations of their outer limits, consisting always in the bad 
treatment and unjust acts committed to their prejudice by the haciendados (planters) of the 
frontiers. On these occasions the chief makes reprisals and the tribe assume the responsibility of 
the results which may follow. These kinds of wars are carried on in this wise: a certain number of 
warriors with faggots of dry sticks and grass sally out at night to the places which they desire to 
chastise. These bundles are staked in front of the warriors as a screen; the faggots serve to hide the 
fighters, who are often armed with guns. The place of attack being surrounded, with yells and 
hurrahs they rush on the planters' forces, and with torches before concealed, at a signal 
simultaneously fire their breast works and hiding places, having well sprinkled the materials with 
inflammable resins. In the confusion caused by this strategy, they generally come off victorious 
conquerors, as these countries though after repeated lessons of|experience, are still unprepared 
with means to make an effective stand against them. In the disorder and confusion causes by fire, 
the smoke, and the attack against the population they desire to drive off, they rush in and capture 
the women (of these Spanish frontier settlements) and carry them off as prizes. The rigor of these 
castigations is in proportion to the gravity of the offense. 


Hunting 


Hunting is another of the great occupations of these tribes. [The details of their methods of 
hunting demonstrated to me that they exercise all their cunning and valor in combating and 
capturing the beasts of the forests. I have assisted in many of their great hunts, and I assure my 
readers it partakes of all the ardor, cunning and strategy, which they practice in their wars. With 
these methods they can penetrate the densest forests of wood, and wherein I have made some of 
the most curious observations of my travels, highly interesting and absorbing to the naturalist. I 
was witness in one of these forests to a terrible struggle between a large, red-colored wild boar 
and a colossal serpent, in which with prodigious strength and pertinacity the boar conquered the 
terrible reptile. 


Bear's Dodge with Monkeys 


At another time with my Indians, I witnessed a singular spectacle, of which it is hardly 
possible to credit the recital. My companions signaled to look at a bear under a tree, lying on the 
ground at full length on his back, with his feet uplifted in the air. One of his fore feet he had raised 
over his head. The reason of this was, the animal had cunningly smeared his paws with honey, to 
attract some monkeys in the trees close by. The bear then simulated sleep, or rigid death, and the 
wary monkeys, deceived by the artful beast, crept gradually to and over him without molestation, 
till they came within the grasp of his fore paws and month, when they were quickly strangled. In 
this way I have seen bears repeatedly decoy and kill monkeys, even until they were dispatched at 
their cunning tricks by an unsuspected ball from our guns. 
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The Royal Bird of Quezal 


In these virgin shades and woods is also found a splendid bird very seldom met with in 
Europe, which is called the quezal, of a splendid emerald plumage, flecked with the colors and 
rays of the most precious stones. It is the size of a cuckoo, and very notable for its tail feathers, 
which are of an extraordinary length. The quezal constructs its nest for breeding on the margins of 
the most profound precipices, hanging from a tree in the shape of an elongated pocket, at the 
enlarged bottom of which is the nest on which it sits. This has two orifices, one to enter leaving its 
tail hanging out, and the other to put its head through and depart from when it takes its flight. The 
Indians say that if it breaks a tail-feather, such is the vanity in its beauty, that it will die of 
mortification. 


I could say much more here of the magnificence and wonders of these countries; where the 
beau- ties and marvels of nature produce a combination of aspects and forces sublime and 
wondrous to the beholder, and which never cease to attract the attention. But in this place we have 
no room for more than those related; but I take this occasion to mention that I am now occupied in 
preparing for publication a work, in which will be given a full account of my travels in these 
unknown countries I have visited and just described. 


[The foregoing paper is a free translation of an article in the illustrated Spanish paper of Paris, 
El Correo de Ultrantar, of 1860, at Nos. 375 and 378, which is accompanied by some seventeen 
excellent illustrations in wood, of the country, tribes, customs etc., of the Central American 
mountains. It seems to us that the author is in every respect entitled to credit and well deserving a 
place in the Indianology.] 
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Account of a Visit to the Huacals 


Or Ancient Graveyard, of Chiriqui. 


The Huacal of *Bugabá," having been described at a former meeting of your Society, I will 
endeavor to describe to you *Boquete." The Huacal of *Bugabá" is situated a little south of west 
from the extinct volcano known as “El Volcan.” Boquete is entered on the east side. The entrance 
is between the rivers *Cochare" and “Caldera.” You are on a beautiful plateau, or table-land; and 
looking over the precipice, you see the rivers, hundreds of feet pensan you, foaming in cascades, 
to the level of the plains below. 


In riding over this pass, to the rancho, distant some four miles, following the “Rio Caldera,” 
you see the marks of the graves in the round river stone. Looking south from this elevation, you 
view the whole country, the town of “David,” and the Pacific beyond, distant about forty miles. 


Leaving this locality, recrossing the river, and continuing on in a westerly direction, we found 
the blackberry just ripening, and the bushes loaded with this luscious fruit. 


Toiling up a steep hill, we came upon another Potrero, north of Volcan, and found the altitude 
uncomfortably cool at morning and evening. This spot contains many grapes. Following the ridge, 
and entering the forest, I was somewhat surprised to find that the altitude of the oak had been 
attained: the ground was literally covered with acorns of the previous year's growth. 


After penetrating a mile, the graves I had so long wished to see, those marked with pillars of 
basalt, moss-grown, and bearing the marks of extreme age, the existence of which we had 
doubted, were now before us; and, running in a line some 2,000 feet in length north and south, 
were a number marked with these pillars, some standing four feet above the ground, while others 
were nearly or quite out of sight beneath it. On either side none of these were to be seen, but on 
examination with a bar, the locality proved to be a large Huacal. I selected one which was 
singularly marked, and set the Peons at work, stripping the whole surface. 


_ On the south was a large pillar, and running north and south in a line with it, were three 
smaller ones, some thirty inches apart. I found in this grave large quantities of the river stone, of 
all sizes; and in excavating, from the surface to the clay, “a depth of five feet," I found great 
quantities of broken pottery, of a different quality from any I had before seen. It was very thick 
and finely glazed on both sides. 


Such quantities of this would lead to the supposition that it was broken and buried with the 
body. On reaching the clay, I found that two persons had been buried here, side by side, the small 
row of pillars marking it as a double grave; there were no signs of human remains, only the black 
loamy earth showing the original position of the body. 


The pottery there was very large and fragile. One piece was taken out; an exact pattern of our 
pitcher, of the present day. I examined the pillars, and inquired for hieroglyphics, but failed in 
obtaining any. In San Miguel, not far from Bugabá, I found one, now in possession of your 
Society, copied from the original, in this locality. I saw taken from a grave of the quadrangular 
kind, three teeth, a small piece of bone, apparently a rib, and three pieces of the skull of a human 
being, but so fragile that they crumbled at the touch and by exposure. 


One thing I am satisfied of, that is, that the bodies were all placed north and south. As to the 
depth of the graves, this is dependent on the locality. The body was always placed on the hard pan 
or clay, and the distance of this from the surface regulated the depth. 


A singularity in the Huacal of *Bugabá" is, that one portion of the graves should contain gold 
and others none. Some of them contained as much as three pounds, while others, in close vicinity, 
although containing more pottery, and that of a higher order, contained no gold—the richest 
graves having the least pottery. In one part of this burial ground are found figures of gold, 
probably representing idols, for they bear but little resemblance to the human face or figure. 
Others contained figures of the alligator, shark, jaguar, and other animals; also, arrow-heads and 
stone hatchets, which would lead one to suppose that this was the burial-place of the warriors, and 
that their courage was compared to that of the animals found in the graves. In other portions of the 
Huacal only three plates of gold were found, from four to eight inches in diameter, very thin and 
even in thickness, with a finely finished surface, and a corrugated bead on the edge, to preserve 
the disk, each punctured with two holes, probably for the purpose of suspending them from the 
neck of the wearer. 


Whether these were symbols of office, or were worn for ornament, I do not pretend to say. In 
some of the graves, only one of these plates was found. In one we saw a plate and “Piedra 
Molino" (mill or grinding-stone), besides jars. In another portion of the field, nothing but jars and 
mills were found. 
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The mill, being a piece of household furniture, would lead one to suppose that only the 
women were buried there. In all ages of savage life, the women have been the slaves of the men; 
and the stone on which they had toiled during life, grinding their maize, for Tortillas and Chica, 
would be a fitting emblem to accompany them to the land of their belief. 


That the people who anciently inhabited this region were well acquainted with the alloying of 
gold, and its manipulation, their work abundantly attests. Their figures, although not designed 
according to our tastes, show a good knowledge of casting. Most of them are copied from the 
four-footed, or feathered animals. Figures of the shark, crawfish, and alligator, are quite common. 
The artisan will see and acknowledge creditable workmanship, in the figures and pottery. 


The alloying of gold was well understood; and the thin plates before described, indicate skill; 
for no marks of the hammer are visible. I saw a copper figure, plated, showing that they had a 
knowledge of this art. 


Many say that the gold mines are not far distant from this place. Others give it as their 
opinion, that the gold and copper came from Nicaragua. I differ from them. In a previous 
expedition into the interior, I examined a large section of country where copper is found 
superficially. Whether it exists in beds or veins I am unable to say. This place was very much 
nearer to Chiriqui. A road still exists from Chiriqui to *Boca del Toro," on the Atlantic side, 
passable only on foot in from two to three days. The mines of “Belen” and “Veraguas” have been 
known ever since the memorable voyage of Columbus in 1504, when he endeavored to found the 
first colony at the mouth of the *Rio Belen." He speaks of the T quantities of gold in the hands 
of the Indians. 


Here is a gold-bearing district, distant less than three days' journey—a place known from the 
earliest history of this country, and I think it not unreasonable to suppose, that from these places 
came all the gold. 


Spanish history tells us that the Spaniards found large quantities of gold among the Indians of 
*Penonoma." This is between Panama and Chiriqui. To cross the Cordilleras from this point was 
not a journey of magnitude or hardship to the Indians, and the fact is yet to be known whether the 
gold came from the Pacific or the Atlantic slope of the Cordilleras. 


The natives of this region, the half-breed or “Cholo,” are capable of great endurance. With 
seventy-five pounds on his back, held by a strap under each arm, and another over the forehead, 
one of them will travel all day, at such a gait, that it will fatigue you to keep up with him. 


These mountains are now inhabited by tribes of Indians, called Valientes. [These Valientes are 
doubtless mountain tribes and affilees of the Landrones of Yucatan.] They are under the 
government of two brothers, Montezumas, who were educated by the Jesuits. They are capable of 
writing and conversing in the Spanish language. They still retain all the traditions of the conquest, 
the acts of cruelty and oppression of the Spaniards; and, although unfriendly to them, receive one 
speaking the English language as a friend, on whom they think they can rely, to drive the 
conquerors of their forefathers from the land. Their *Palenques;" or residences of the “Caciques,” 
are on the Atlantic slope. 


The natives of the Pacific side, have a decided aversion to the Indians (Valientes) of *Chiriqui 
Viejo;" and, if they are to be believed, they will shoot an intruder of their territory at first sight. 
For this information concerning the Valientes, I am indebted to a native of David, who for several 
years carried the mail between David and “Boca del Tero." He also informed me that, on the trail 
between these two points, there was a very large boulder, covered with hieroglyphics, and also 
large huacals, with the graves marked with pillars of stone.—[Note of J. F. Bateman, in New York © 
Century of Dec. 6, 1860.] 
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MISCELLANEOUS NOTES OF THE AUTHOR 


Miscellaneous Notes of the Author Connected with the California Indianology. 


The Life and Death of the Founder of the California Missions 


Junípero Serra was born on 24th of November, 1713 (O. S.), at the Villa de Petra, Island of 
Malorca, belonging to Mediterranean Spain. His parents were people of humble circumstances, 
but of devout and pious faith, according to the Catholic Church. His father's name was Antonio 
Serra—his mother, Margaret Ferrer. From his childhood he was a grave, benevolent, serious 
character, and his greatest pleasure was in attending the church of San Bernardino in his native 
town. These habits impressed upon his mind the duty of devoting himself to the service of the 
church, and he accordingly assumed the habit of a Franciscan friar at the age of 16. His zeal and 
exemplary conduct endeared him to his superior and the brethren of the order, who vied with each 
other in forwarding his view and perfecting his theological studies. His earnest and devout spirit 
lead him to seek the conversion of the American Indians to the faith of Christ, and he accordingly 
became a missionary of the Society for the “Propagation of the Faith." In accordance with the 
functions of his new office, and with the benedictions of his friends and those of the brotherhood 
of San Francisco, he proceed to Mexico, and for many year officiated n the Indian Missions of the 
Serro Gordo, in the mountain country of the Pames, in the vicinity of the city of Querétaro. 


But moved by the accounts received about this time of the expulsion of the Jesuits from 
Lower California by the Spanish Government, his heart was drawn by the ardor of a fervent zeal 
to devote his life to the conversion of the Indian of these remote regions, whom he believed were 
now about to be abandoned to their savage and brutal habits. Accordingly, encouraged by the 
Viceroy and authorities of Mexico, and with the assistance of many devout Catholics of that 
country, he embarked with a band of brother Missionaries of the Franciscan order at San Blas, 
meeting at that prot like exiled Jesuits of Lower California. Arrived in that distant province, and 
the Government deciding to place the establishments there under the control of the Dominicans, 
with the aid of the officers of the Spanish Government at Loretto, he projected two expeditions to 
Alta California—one by land on the shore by the Gulf, and the other by sea. The one by land 
brought the first live stock (about 600 in number and all kinds) to this country, and in a 
comparatively short space of time, from the fineness of the climate and richness of the pastures, 
they were numbered by tens of thousands. 


At San Diego, on the meeting of the two companies, was founded in 1769, the first Mission of 
Alta California. In the year following was founded the Presidio of Monterey and the Mission of 
Carmel. By the year 1784, he had founded and settled with priests the establishments of San 
Francisco Dolores and Santa Clara in the north, and those of San Luis Obispo, San Antonio, San 
Gabriel, and San Juan Capistrano, in the south; at each of which places were also retained small 
companies of the king's solders. 


Gradually, the priests under the energetic but paternal direction and care of the venerable 
President, gathered into their Missions the wild Indians of the valleys of the coast. His and their 
lives were of great exposure, labor and perpetual risks and disadvantage, through which they 
persevered with an indefatigable zeal, known only to men imbued with direct purposes and a 
lively, ardent faith, which knew no quenching, in a new field for the reaper's sickle, and laborers 
disproportionate to the work. They built houses, consecrated churches, planted vineyards and 
orchards sowed fields, stocked the pastures, taught the Gentiles labor and the consolation of 
Christ's religion, and finally triumphed over all difficulties of the first settlement of a frontier 
wilderness, which after their sacrifices and privations, sprung to life and bloomed and blossomed 
as the rose. 


But this was not the only reward of the devoted, energetic, and pious life of the founder of our 
State. His aim was the crown of glory, the possession of which animates the devoted Catholic to 
lay down his life if necessary, when he remembers for all trials and sufferings, that ^He that 
converteth a soul God shall shine as a star in the firmament of Heaven." 


And now, age creeping on apace, and privation and exposure having had their natural effect 
upon his frame, he was taken sick in the month of August, with a severe complaint of the throat 
and lungs, at the Mission of Carmel. Long and anxiously did the friends and companions of the 
venerable founder of California, nurse and attend him with the most tender care, but he told them 
from the first, with serenity and calmness, that God was about to call him to himself, and 
entreated their prayers for the salvation of his soul, and that he might be permitted through Christ 
to enter into the enjoyment of heaven, and of those who had devoted their lives to the glory of 
God and the conversion of the Gentiles. His Indian children bewailed with tears the approach of 
the time which was to separate him forever from their sight. At last, his body, spent with 
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exhaustion and weakness, but his mind clear to the last, the Father of California fell to rest in the 
arms of his friend and disciple, Francisco Palou, as gently as an infant of its mother breast. 


This event took place on the day of San Augustin, at the Mission of Carmel near Monterey, in 
the year 1784, at the age of 71—lacking a few weeks. Fifty-four year of his life had he officiated 
as a priest, thirty-five of which were spent among the Indians of California and Mexico as a 
Missionary of the Catholic Church. His body was buried near the last mentioned Mission, in one 
of the most beautiful vales of California, within the sound of old Ocean's solemn requiem and 
amid the tears and mornings of converted heathen, whom he and his companions had trained to 
the enjoyment of Christian habits and consolations. Great was the sorrow felt by the Missionaries 
and simple people of those days, in our then remote country, at the loss of the venerable founder 
and President of the Missions—a feeling which extended even to Mexico, where his memory was 
revered by all classes of people. 


Junípero Serra was a man of great benevolence and amiability of character, charity and 
generosity, combined with a fervent zeal in his high duties, which attached to him with strong 
affection all who came within the sphere of his influence. He was a man of the most indefatigable 
and industrious habits, of great perseverance, enterprise and personal courage; and it may be said 
that no man with a different character could have accomplished in those days, objects surrounded 
with such perverse difficulties. Before his death, after fourteen years’ labor, he had assisted to 
found the Presidio of Monterey and the Pueblos of San José and Los Angeles, and gathered nearly 
6,000 savage Indians into nine of the (afterwards) wealthiest Missions of the country. His 
government was frugal, thrifty, and full of well-directed energy; for at his death the live stocks of 
these establishments numbered nearly 20,000 head, and the teachings of the priest was taking 
deep root in the minds of the wild Indians who had not yet ackriowledged the sway of the Spanish 
Government. His life was published i in Mexico in 1787, under the following title, and a highly 
curious and interesting book it is to those whose souls are not altogether given to gain, “Relacion 
Historica de la Vida y Apostólicas Tareas del Venerable Padre F. Junípero Serra y de las Missiones 
que fundo en la California septentrional y Nuevos Establecimientos de Monterey; escrita por Fr. 


Francisco Palou, Impresa en Mejico, por Don Felipe de Nuniga y Entiveras, 1 7187 


To one great mind, imbued with the loftiest principles of conduct, and directed with great 
circumspection and energy, do we owe the foundation of the structure of our Pacific Empire, 
which has, within later years shaken to the roots old systems and principles, crusted and hardened 
by the past 6,000 years. He sowed the seed and we reap the fruit; but who can tell what a day will 
bring forth? 


We now concluded a feeble attempt to sketch the life of a great and good man, but at the same 
time a humble Catholic Missionary. To him is California forevẹr indebted for a perpetual 
monument in the affections of her people, for though hitherto known by fame to but few of the 
present new race inhabiting her beautiful valleys and digging in her snow-capped mountains, and 


17. Editor (2015): Relacion Histórica de la vida y Apostólicas Tareas del Venerable Padre Fray Junipero 
Serra: y de las misiones que fundó en la California Septentrional, y nuevos establecimientos de 
Monterey; Escrita por R. P. L. Fr. Francisco Palóu; Impresa en Mey ico, en la imprenta de don Felipe de 
Zúñiga y Ontiveros, 1787. 
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scarcely heard of out of the records of the Spanish Catholic Church of Mexico and California, the 
more necessary is it to hold up to men in these greedy times the imitation of so rare a person. 


Since the present Bishop of Monterey has assumed his office, search has been made in the 
Carmelo Mission for the place where the body of Junípero Serra was laid; but from the loss of 
many of the Mission records, and none now living in Monterey who were alive at the time of his 
death, it has been without success up to the present period. The spot where out venerable founder 
first said mass in Monterey, in 1769, is still traditionally pointed out by the old Spanish natives of 
the town.—[a. s. T., San Francisco Herald, 28th Sept., 1852.] 


His Death and Burial 


The following account of the death and burial of Father Junípero Serra, translated from the 
original Spanish, is taken from the old book of deaths (beginning in 1770) of the Mission of San 
Carlos del Carmelo. It was written out by Friar Palou, who after Serra's death returned to Mexico, 
and published his biography in 1787. Palou was shortly afterwards appointed guardian of the 
Franciscan College of San Fernando, in the city of Mexico—the mother institution for supplying 
the Mission of California with Missionaries. 


On the 29th of August, 1784, in the Church of this Mission of San Carlos de Monterey, on the 
Presbiterio on the Gospel side, before the altar of our Lady of Dolores, preceded by a vigilia, and 
singing high mass and the requiem, with all the ceremonies and functions prescribed in the 
manual of the order, for the funerals of the religious, with the assistance of Brother Don 
Christoval Dia, Chaplain of the packet-boat San Carlos, anchored in the port, and the reverend 
Fathers Pieras, Friars Buenaventura Sitjar, Minister of the Mission of San Antonio, and Mathias 
de Santa Catalina, Minister of this Mission, I gave ecclesiastical sepulcher to the body of the 
reverend Father Lecturer Friar Junípero Serra, President and founder of these Missions, son of the 
holy Province of Majorca, where he took his habit on the 14th of September, 1730, at the age of 
19 years, 9 months and 21 days, and proving to be a true Collegiate Religious, and where he read 
with great acceptance the courses of philosophy; I having the honor of being one of his scholars. 
When the course was finished he was appointed Professor of First Sacred Theology in the 
University of the Island of Malorca, where he was honored with the tassel (borla) of Doctor of 
that faculty, having filled the Professor's chair to the satisfaction of the University and the holy 
province; he being considered by all very learned and eloquent in the pulpit, and attracting the 
attention of both Universities, who recommend and praised his sermons, as of the greatest 
elevation and estimation. Touched by God for some great design, and lending him his hand is all 
the honors that he had or might expect, he desired to occupy the talents which God had given him 
in the conversion of the Gentile Indians, and having obtained his license and patent, he joined, in 
the year 1749, the Mission that was then in Cadis for the Apostolic College for the propagation of 
the faith of San Fernando in Mexico, where he arrived on the 1st day of January, 1750. He 
remained in that College till the beginning of June of the same years, when he was sent to the 
Missions of the Sierra Gorda (which had been founded for six years), and worked with 
watchfulness and zeal, and was a great example to all. 


Nine years after that he was recalled from his charge of these Missions, to preside over the 
intended foundations at the river San Saba, but this being frustrated by the death of the Viceroy, 
prevented the conquest thereof. He remained in the College, in the employment of the Missions, 
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and assisted in the duties of the sainted tribunal of the faith, as|his Commissary had ordered him, 
discharging this service to the satisfaction of that tribunal. In this exercise of the Missions among 
the brethren, he remained till June, 1767, and was then called by the Rev. Father Guardian of the 
College, and named President of the sixteen Missions of California, which had been administered 
previously by the reverend Fathers—the ex-Jesuits. 


He remained on year in Old California, with the said Missions of Loretto under his charge, 
and during that period visited those establishments several times—both those to the south and to 
the north of that place. 


In April, 1769, he left Loretto by land, with the expedition to discover the port of San Diego, 
and arrived at the frontier of ancient California. On his way he|founded the Missions of San 
Fernando de Villacatta, and arriving at the port of San Diego, rested there while the expedition 
went to look for the port of Monterey. He founded the Mission| of San Diego in 1769. He then 
went up by sea to the discovery of this port, and immediately lent a hand to found this Mission, 
and continued, as circumstances would permit, to found the re ainder of the Missions, which 
may be seen up to the present time, in the parochial books of foundation. In fourteen years in 
California, he traveled a great deal, and once went to Mexico to procure means for these spiritual 
conquests; and the rest of his travels was visiting the Missions of California, to animate with his 
holy zeal and prudence, all his subjects. His visits were made oftener after he received the faculty 
to confirm, which his zeal made him solicit. During the time that he exercised that faculty, which 
expired on the 10th of July last, he confirmed 56,307 souls. 


About one month and-a-half after the said faculty had expired, his Reverence delivered up his 
soul to his Creator, at the age of 70 years and 9 months—except 4 days; wearing the religious 
habit 53 years, 4’2 months. | 


He prepared himself to die, repeating the general confession, and finding that the complaint in 
his chest was getting worse and he had some fever, on the 27th of this month, after repeating the 
divine offices, including the third, he went on foot to the church, and received the last sacred rites 
on his knees, to the edification of the people and a great many persons who assisted, and received 
the holy vaticum, with the sam ceremony ordained in the Roman Seraphic Ritual; and when the 
ceremony commence, out said Father was then on his knees, iritoning with his sonorous voice, 
appearing as if there was no alteration in the verse “Autum ergo vo," so to our astonishment that 
we could not accompany him. In this fervent devotion he receiyed the sacrament, and in the same 
posture gave orations to out Lord, after which he returned to his room. At night he asked for the 
holy oil, and rehearsed with us, Fathers, the “Penitential Psalms" and the Litanies. The remainder 
of the same night he passed giving thanks to God, sometimes on his knees and at other times 
sitting on the floor, without going to bed, and always dressed in his habit and cloak. At the break 
of day he asked me to supplicate the indulgence of Mary for those who were kneeling. He was 
then reconciled, returning his thanks. In fine, on the 28th day, in the morning, he was visited by 
the Captain of the bark Don Joseph Cañizares, and his Father Chaplain, and received them sitting, 
giving them his thanks for their visit, and likewise embracing the Chaplain; both of these friends 
giving thanks to God that, after traveling over so much land, they had arrived at last to throw a 
little earth on his remains. After a few minutes he said he felt some fear, and asked them to read 
aloud the recommendation for the soul, which they did. He then responded the same as though he 
was in good health, and exclaimed with delight, “thank God! Ijam now without fear, and have 
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nothing to care for' I feel better, and will take a little soup." He then got up and sat down at the 
table, and after taking a portion wished to rest, and was laid down, taking nothing off but his 
cloak. He lay tranquilly for some time, and then rested in the Lord; for without making any sign 
further, he delivered his spirit unto the Creator, a little after 4 o'clock in the afternoon of the 28th 
day, being the Feast Day of San Augustin, Doctor of the Church. 


When the bell began to toll, all the town was in state of commotion' the Indians crying and 
lamenting the death of their good Father, and likewise all the people of reason on shore and on 
board ship—all asking for a remnant of the habit he had worn; and they came to that extreme, that 
in the church they cut out some pieces from the habit that he died in, he being put in the coffin 
without anything being taken from his body. Before he died, he had ordered (without letting any 
of those present know) the carpenter of the Presidio to make his coffin to bury his body. We 
promised to give them, if they would stop, a *tunica" of the deceased Father to make them a 
scapulary, and they did so. Notwithstanding they were guarding his body in the church, many of 
the people went in and took some memorial from his body; they were moved to do this by the 
great fame of the exemplary Father. His funeral was attended by all the people ashore and from on 
board ship, and showing all the honors they could to their deceased Fathers; the Captain of the 
bark giving him, with his artillery, all the honors of a General —the same honors being answered 
by the Royal Presidio of Monterey. The same honors were repeated on the 4th day of September, 
with vigils and High Mass, assisted by the same people, and with another clergyman which was 
the reverend Father Antonia Paterna, Minister of the Mission of San Luis Obispo, who could not 
arrive in time for the funeral, but was here to assist in the honors of the Mass on this latter 
Occasion. 


And so that everything said may appear, I sign this in said Mission, on the 5th day of 
September, 1784. 


Friar Franco Palou. 


Note—Note by the Translator.—It is ascertained now that the body of the founder of the 
California Missions lies near the altar of the old Mission Church of San Carlos del Carmelo, 
three miles from Monterey, and which fell in during the winter of ‘52. Attempts were made in 
the winter of ‘55, by the Curé of Monterey, to clear away the rubbish and disinter the body; 
but the labor was so expensive the funds gave out.—[a. s. T.—Hutchings ' Illustrated 


California Magazine for May, 1860.15] 


18. Editor (2015): Hutchings' Illustrated California Magazine, No. 47, May 1860 4(11):493-497 
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The Curiosities of California 


The people of California need not travel abroad to see strange and carious things. There is no 
country in the world that contains more interesting features in natural history, natural scenery, 
natural phenomena, or even the eccentric vagaries of poor human nature in all its phases of shame 
and glory. 


Conversing with an old pioneer of 1825 a few days ago, he assured us of the following facts 
coming under his own observation, experience, and knowledge: The male of the common coyote, 
a species of the family of canis, often runs among the dogs of the rancheros, and will have a fine 
litter of pups by them. The dog of the rancho will also frequently run with the Coyote, and the 
mixed breed will be healthy. All these animals will breed in and with each other, or they will 
consecutively breed with the original coyote or dog, as the case may be, without deterioration. 


The large brown wolf will do the same with a dog bitch, or a tame dog with a wolf bitch. The 
progeny of these wolf mules makes an excellent sheep, cattle, and house dog, and is particularly 
fierce on intruding curs, or thieving wolves. They breed in and in also. The common ranch dog of 
California is undoubtedly an indigenous variety of the tame dog of North America, as the Indians 
in different parts of the country (not all parts) say their forefathers always spoke of them from the 
oldest recollection. Every Indian whom we have conversed with, from San Diego to the Tulares or 
Sacramento, have a term for dog in their language or dialect. The dog of California is generally of 


a light bay color, with a head and body very similar in configuration and physog to an Irish gray- 
hound. The head is not so long, nor is the body so high, and generally it is worth more for barking 
than for fighting; though we have seen them very fierce, brave and watchful. 


From 1820 to 1835, or dating from the beginning of the century, a curious trade was carried on 
from Monterey in the shells of the Aulone. The traders in Monterey, or those who resorted there in 
whaleships, used to buy these shells and take them down to the Sandwich Islands for sale to the 
merchants there. They were then shipped to Oregon, Vancouver, and Russian America, to 
exchange for peltries and articles with the Coast Indians. The Indians would give on Nor' west 
sea-otter's tail for one aulone shell. These tails sold in China for $7 to $10. Higher up north in 
Russian America, the Indians would give one Nor" west elk-skins, which are very large, and 
preserved by the Indians with smoke, would sell to the Coast people still further on the to the 
north, for one nor’ west sea-otter's skin of the largest kind, worth in China from one hundred to 
one hundred and fifty dollars. Almost the entirety of the trade was on Boston and Salem account, 
and immense fortunes were made by the downeast merchants in the various ins and outs of the 
trade in furs and peltries, by their own capturing, or by exchanging gewgaws or rum with the 
simple savages of the coast from San Lucas to Behring's Straits. 


Prior to 1830, these coasts and the neighboring islands teemed with the sea-otter, the skins of 
which since 1776, had borne an immense price in China. In the old times prior to 1800, a simple 
cargo of California and Oregon furs has been known to purchase a valuable cargo of teas, worth 
three hundred thousand or more dollars. This coast's fur trade has founded some of the richest 
mercantile houses of New York and Boston. Of late years it has nearly died out, from the scarcity 
of the otter and the more limited demand for their, skins. Some time between 1808 and 1816, the 
Russians kept vessels of war ranging on the nor' west coasts to prevent the Boston ships from 
trading with their Indians, and correspondence of an animated character was carried on between 
Washington and St. Petersburg to prevent it. Some of the Russian American Indians were and are 
still a bright, smart, active people, and often made voyages as sailors in the Boston ships. One of 
these men of the Clygany tribe called by the sailors Boston Jack, had made a trip to the New 
England ports in an American vessel, and returned to his own people again, where he lived, built 
a stone house, and was as friendly to the American traders as he was hostile to the Russians. One 
of the Boston captains presented him with a full military suit after he had become the chief of a 
petty clan of his nation strongly in the interest of the Americans. Jack had a boat and used to do a 
great deal of smuggling, and was very cunning and vigilant in eluding the Russian Guarda Costa, 
for he was an excellent sailor and a blubber-hunting whaler. 


In one of his coast trips, in his Indian-built sloop, he was captured by a Russian officer. He 
was ordered on board the man-of-war; on landing upon deck, Jack was rigged in his Boston 
regimentals. 


Russian captain in great surprise— "And who the devil are you, sir?" 
Jack—“Who the devil am I? why I am a Boston sailor and a Nor" west soldier.” 


Russian— "And what in the devil is that?" Jack— "Keep your weather eye lifted.” 
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In his intercourse, many months after, with the people of Monterey, the Russian captain used 
to tell this story to the Californians with great glee and effect. A i the Russians of those days liked 
songs, grog, gambling and dancing. 


Itis a very singular distinctive feature with the Coast Indians, North of the California line, that 
a system of slavery prevailed in the social and domestic arrangements of all the tribes: but 
throughout the boundaries of old Alta California, no such thing was known; at least, we have not 
met with any account of its existence. 


The aulone shells before spoken of, appear to have been a medium of exchange, producing a 
singular social, and we may say political effect. They were taken by the beaver trappers and 
mountain traders from Monterey into the Sierra Nevada and even the Rocky mountains, and 
exchanged with the Indians for furs, horses, buffalo robes, and other valuables, at high prices. The 
Indians converted them into buttons and strung them on deer's| sinews, from one to two hundred 
in number. A string of them, on wampum, was of great value, às they were produced with 
immense labor. It took an Indian brave twelve months to make a string. They were broken up, or 
cut with obsidian into small pieces, and then every piece was ground as round as a button and a 
hole bored through it. The possession of several of these strings was an item of immense wealth 
and power, they being regarded in the light of a magic charm, medicine and money. Their use 
extended amongst all the remotest California, Oregon, Vancouver, and Northwest Indians, and 
they were often the cause of bloody and thieving wars, just like the wars of the white people. To 
this day the aulone is an important article of Indian trade.—[a. s. T. Wide West, Jan. 1857.] 


Influence of the Climate of California on Human Life 


It is often a subject of marvel and conversation among traveled strangers, who have resided in 
the country a few years, the peculiar effect of the climate on their system and general health. It is 
invariably decided by all such observers, that we possess a climate and soil singularly salubrious, 
invigorating and agreeable. The effect on the human race, naturally, is to take ease, and make 

 gayety and increase of little gente; artificially, the gold fever acts as an irritating and unsettling 
counter balance to rational enjoyment and tranquility. It always strikes a stranger agreeably, on 
landing on the shores of California, what a fresh and vigorous appearance the forms and 
countenances of the inhabitants present. In the ante-American time people used to come from 
Spanish America to this territory to recover broken constitutioris and rejuvenate their systems. We 
have never yet seen a native Californian without the best of teeth, and the most full and abundant 
heads of hair—in seven years never one of them bald or deficient of hair. The great majority of the 
married couples, as the old people tell us, live to see their grand-children. Dyspepsia is scarcely 
known among them, and old topers can soak more, without dahger, than elsewhere. We have 
heard of no other country in the round world, in which the hombre genus and species increase, 
duplicate and triplicate, as in California. In the county of Santa Barbara, we hear of a couple of 
gente del pais, who in 1850 had seen, before the 80th year, 105 children, grand-children, and, 
grandchildren. In Monterey, there have been among couples born in the country as many as ten 
families having over eighteen children, and nineteen families with over thirteen, before the 
parents attained the age of forty-five young ones these families had born to them twenty-four 
young ones apiece. A friend of ours, born in Monterey, gave the following abstract account of his 
family, not one of whom came into the world, but in robust health: My father was a sergeant in the 
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king's army, and was born in Guadalajara of Mexico, and came to California with the Missionary 
Fathers; he assisted to build many of the Missions. Unlike most of the other Spanish soldiers, he 
delayed marriage until he could meet with one of his own race and color. He was present at the 
birth of my mother, whose parents were compadres of his for many years. When my mother was 
in her thirteenth year, which was 1792, she was married to my father, he being in his fortieth year. 
They had thirteen children, eight girls and five boys. These thirteen children had eighty children 
born to them in honest wedlock—two of us though at this time are unmarried, and when we do get 
married, se Dois quiere, I hope the number of my name and family will be in less danger than 
before of extinguishment. Two of my sisters died, leaving only one child apiece, and one sister 
died an infant, which will make the bulk of the increase within our family to derive paternity from 
eight of us. Up to the present time my brothers and sisters have had eighty children born to them, 
and we can now count as of our stock in California, living and dead, one hundred and fifty-six 
descendants from my father and mother; none of whom can be called people of weak backs. This 
is not counting outsiders, as my brothers were wild boys in their youth; but there is no believing 
the scandal about their droll ways, and rambling loves. My father died in 1832, in his ninety- 
seventh year; when he was married he could take a bull by the barns and throw him to the ground; 
he was an honest man every inch of him, and learned all his sons to work. My mother as you 
know, died last May, in her seventy-seventh year. This account of my family can all be proved 
from the church-book of the Mission, and will give you some idea of what California can do in the 
way of genie. If the Americana had not taken the country, we should have been a thousand-fold 
better off—there is nothing like good frijoles and roast ribs to make people fat, strong and happy. 
The reason the Americana look so slim and pale, is that your country is too poor and cold, or too 
hot and feverish—the women look like shadows; have bad teeth and no color—the men talk 
through the nose, chew tobacco, and squat on other people's land—Que Gente! 


Sometimes it occurred, even in California, that married women were childless, after several 
years of marriage. Where children were so useful and necessary as they were here, this was a 
double affliction. The Indians, it is said showed the unhappy couples the merits of a certain. Ojo 
de Agua on the peninsula of Yerba Buena—called afterwards by the Spanish people, Agua de 
Polin, and which may still be found close by to the corporate boundaries of the modern city of San 
Francisco, if it has not been squatted on and built over with a shanty, or filled, up with the refuse 
and muck of the municipal sweepings. 


This Agua de Polin in celebrated in the popular traditions of the Californians as a wonderful 
aphrodisiac. Many mothers have thanked God they drank of its waters, and many men have nigh 
gone crazy on seeing its potent effects on their spouses in making them fathers. It is curious that 
some of the antiquarians and news-itemizer don’t hunt up the spring, and get the doctors to make 
an analysis. A physician of seven years’ residence in San Francisco informed us, a short time ago, 
that he didn’t know what had got into the ladies in California, and particularly in San Francisco, 
as he had helped to bring several young ones into the world, from mothers who stated to him that 
they had never been troubled that way before, or that they had ceased bearing children before their 
arrival in California. On being told the merits of the mineral de Agua de Polin, as philosopher he 
remarked: “And faith, but it’s a pretty country.”—[a. s. T., Santa Cruz Sentinel, Nov. 1856.] 
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The Cactus Tribe in California and on the Pacific Slope 


The Cactaceae family of plants possess a great interest among botanists and florists, from the 
exceedingly numerous members of the genera as well as from the beauty of their flowers. They 
are abundant in species and numbers, in all parts of the new territories of the United States 
affected by a similarity of climate and soil to California. They jare met with near the line of 
perpetual snow, to the borders of the Pacific Ocean, and from the Gadsden Purchase (as now 
ascertained) to the latitude of 49? N. In the great work of Engelman and Bigelow, on the 
Cactaceae found in the Railroad Survey, made in 1854, by Lieut. Whipple, on the 35th parallel, to 
be found in the 4th volume of the Explorations, not less than fifty different species are described, 
of which one-half were new discoveries. 


But the interesting fact of their distribution longitudinally to the North has remained, so far as 
we are aware, unascertained, and is now a great point of inquiry with scientific botanists, as will 
be seen on reference to the volume alluded to. A California miner who had tramped over the 
Fraser River country in the summer and fall and fall of 1858, assured us that on ascending to the 
elevated plains east of the Cascade range and north of the 50th degree of latitude, a small species 
of cactus was found in abundance. It was commonly used of the Indians of these districts as food, 
by roasting it in a hole in the earth. The plant does not grow higher than a foot or two from the 
ground, with leaves similar in shape, but vary small, to the common prickly pear around Los 
Angeles and San Diego. It is very annoying to the traveler, from its thorns, and is extremely 
abundant in certain arid portions of the northern country above named. 


In the Atlantic States and Europe, there are florists who haye made fortunes from rare plants 
of flowering cactus. There they are raised in hot, houses, and some of them arrive At 
extraordinary beauty and perfection in fruit and flower. It seems to us, that our San Francisco 
florists have an excellent opportunity to open this interesting branch of floriculture, as all kinds of 
the Cactaceae grow wild in California, though the Echinocactus, the Cereus and the Opuntias are 
the most abundant. As many as twenty-five species of Opuntias (the family of the common 
prickly pear), and twelve species of Cereus (or the candlestick species, vulgarly so called), are 
found in our State and Arizona, all of which are exceedingly curious in shape and form, and bear 
magnificent flowers of different colors. Many of them produce fruits equal to strawberries and 
gooseberries in flavor (as often noted in railroad *blue books"), and are sometimes put to the use 
of saving hungry tribes of Indians from starving, and white hunters and emigrants from dying of 
thirst. Many of the cactus plants make highly nutritious food, and furnish valuable fuel for the 
silver and copper miners in Arizona. If properly looked after, they will add greatly to the 
floriculture of California—T[a. s. T., San Francisco Bulletin, July 1859.] 


The Cactus tribe possesses great historical interest in connection with the Indianology of 
California and Mexico; as the uses to which the different species are put by the Indiada are 
multifarious, and they are peculiar feature in the botany of the arid slopes of the Pacific lands. 
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The Missions of California in 1823 


We have the pleasure of laying before our readers the following translation of the original 
manuscript statement of the missions of Alta California, under the care of the Franciscan friars of 
the college of San Fernando, in Mexico, made by Father Felipe Arroyo de la Cuesta, from the 
annual reports of the priests to the Prefect of the Missions for the year 1823. This is the only full 
and proper account yet published, of these establishments, when in their vigor, previous 
descriptions being meager abstracts, and abounding in errors of omission as well as of 
commission. The value of the present statement is not only historical for its genuineness, but 
shows the true status of California at the time the country passed from the hands of Spain to 
Mexico;—that is, when the Missions had become settled and wealthy. The wonderful fertility of 
the soil, as shown herein, is valuable for comparison of localities and crops in the overflowing 
year of 1860. Prior to the year 1849 there were no Jesuit Missions in Alta California, though 
superficial writers of our State—and those often, too, who ought to know better—term all 
Catholic priests and. Missions as Jesuits whether in California or elsewhere. However here is the 


account: 


Viva Jesus'?, Marie Y Jose."? 


19. A finely executed French engraving of this Mission about 24 by 20 inches, may be seen in the work of 
Duflot de Mofras. 


Copy of the State of the Missions of Alta California from the Reports of the Missionaries, to 
the end of December, 1823, together with the Name of each Mission in the Order of its 
foundation, their attitude to the North Pole, and the distances between each Mission; also noting 
the last two Missions established; together with everything necessary to realize a correct idea of 
their true state in every particular. 


I. 


20. 
21. 


San Diego.—Founded 16th July, 1769, is latitude 32° 48’. Distant from the last 
(Dominican) mission on the frontier of California 17 leagues. This is the first Mission 
founded. There are of Indians, baptized since the foundation, 5,659 souls; marriages 
1,517; deaths, 3,529; Indians now existing in the Mission, 1,758 souls. It has now of 
horned stock, 8,120; sheep, 18,024; goats, 200; hogs, 25; brood mates and colts 645; tame 
horses 324; mules, 275. Of wheat, sowed in 1823, 320 fanegas—product 1,320 fenegas; 
barley sowed, 230 fanegas—product, 364 fanegas; corn sowed, 12 fanegas—product, 140 
fanegas; frijoles sowed, 11 fanegas—product, 40 fanegas; garbanzas, peas and habas (a 
large bean); none. Missionaries in charge—Frs. Fernando Martin and Vicente Oliva. 


San Luis Rey.—Founded 13th June, 1798, in 33? 3’. Distant from San Diego, 13% 
leagues. Of baptisms, 4,263 souls; marriages, 995; deaths 1,670; now living in Mission, 
1,721 Indians. Of horned stock, 14,500; sheep, 20,300; goats 635; hogs, 87; mares and 
young, 725; tame horses, 560; mules, 129. Of wheat sowed, 300 fanegas gave 116 
fenegas; barley sowed 70 fanegas—product, none. Corn, 14 fanegas gave 3,900 fanegas; 
(1) frijoles, 10 fanegas gave 174 fanegas; garbanzas, 1 fanega gave 13 fanegas; peas, 1 
fanega gave 20 fanegas; habas, 2, fanegas gave 24 fanegas. Missionary in charge, Fr. 
Antonio Peyri. 


San Juan Capistrano.—Founded in November, 1776, in 33° 26’. Distant from last 12% 
leagues. Of baptisms, 3,923; marriages 1,046.; deaths, 2,569; now existing, 1,062. Of 
horned stock, 11,000; sheep, 10,800; goats, 85; hogs, 94; brood mares and young, 242; 
tame horses, 195; mules, 95. Of wheat sowed 3 fanegas gave 243 fanegas; barley, none; 
corn, 7 fanegas gave 1,208 fanegas [!]; frijoles, 1% fanegas gave 57 fanegas; garbanzas, 1 
almude, but no product; peas, the same; habas, 2 fanegas gave 69'4 fanegas. Missionaries 
in charge: Frs. Jose Barona and Geronimo Boscana. 


san Gabriel.—Founded 8th September, 1771 in 34° 10’—distant 18 leagues from last. Of 
baptism, 7,115; marriages, 1,674; deaths, 4,761; now existing, 1,643 Indians. Of horned 
stock, 13,625; sheep, 1,200; goats, 15; hogs, 270; brood mares and young, 32; tame 
horses, 286; mules, 75. Of wheat, 330 fanegas gave 3,000 fanegas; barley, none; corn, 7 
fanegas gave 1,500 fanegas [!]; frijoles, seven fanegas gave 700 fanegas [!]; garbanzas, 8 
fanegas gave 22 fanegas; peas and habes none. Missionaries in charge; Frs. José Marie 


Zalvadea and José Sanchez.?! 


San Fernando Rey.—Founded 8th September, 1797, 34° 16’—distant 9 leagues from last. 
Baptisms, 2,551; marriages, 728; deaths, 1,575—now existing 961 Indians. Of horned 


Motto of the Franciscan Friars. 

The only true representation of the California missions in existence is a painting from nature of that of 
San Gabriel, made by Ferdinand Deppe, about 1819-32, executed in oil colors, in Mexico, and now in 
the possession of D. A. Mill, of Santa Barbara, and which is a work of artistic merit as will as a faithful 
daguerreotype of the times, in all the adjuncts. Is also in about 30 by 34 inches. 
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stock, 7,000; sheep 4,000; goats 30; hogs, 50; brood mares and young, 700; tame horses, 
190; mules, 110. Of wheat, 180 fanegas gave 1,500 fanegas; barley, none; corn, 15 fanegas 
gave 600 fanegas; frijoles, 10 fanegas gave 70 fanegas; garbanzas failed, also peas and 
habas. Missionary in charge: Fr. Gonzalez de Ybarra. 


. San Buenaventura.—Founded 31st March, 1782, is 34° 38’. Distant from last, 22 leagues. 
Of baptisms, 3,648; marriages, 986; deaths, 2,687. Now existing, 935 Indians. Of horned 
stock, 9,000; sheep, 8,000; goats, 100; hogs, 10; brood mares and young, 20; tame horses, 
60; mules, 60. Of wheat, 250 fanegas gave 2,500 fanegas; barley, 30 fanegas gave 150 
fanegas; corn, 7% fanegas gave 500 fanegas; frijoles 5 fanegas gave 60 fanegas; garbanza, 
3 almudes gave 1 fanega 6 almudes; peas 4 fanegas gave 14 fanegas; habas, 2 sowed and 2 
of product. Missionaries charge, Frs. Manuel Victoria and José Senan. 


. Santa Barbara.—Founded 4th December, 1786, in 34° 40’. Distant from the last 8 leagues. 
Of baptisms, 4,973; marriages, 1213; deaths, 3,317; now existing, 962 Indians. Of horned 
stock, 2,200; sheep, 6,500; goats, 100; hogs, 200; brood mares and young, 560; tame 
horses, 300; mules, 340. Of wheat, 315 fanegas yield 250 fanegas; barley, 30 fanegas 
yielded 60 fanegas, corn, 10 fanegas yielded 46 fanegas; garbanzas, peas and habas, none. 
Missionaries in charge, Frs. Antonio Ripol, Francisco Sunez and Antonio Jaime. 


. Santa ynez Virgen and Martyr.—Founded 17th September, 1804, in, 34? 52’. Distant from 
last, 12 leagues. Of baptisms, 1,223; marriages 334; deaths, 944; Indians existing 564. Of 
horned stock, 6,000; sheep, 3,000; goats, none; hogs, 75; brood mares and young, 500; 
tame horses, 240; mules, 114. Of wheat, 80 fanegas yielded 1,000 fanegas; barley, none; 
corn, 6 fanegas yielded 1,000 fanegas [!]; frijoles, 4 fanegas yielded 90 fanegas; 
garbanzas; 1 fanega yielded 8 fanegas; peas and habas, none. Missionaries in charge, Frs. 
Francisco Xavier Urria and Bias Ordas. 


. La Purissima Conception.—Founded 8th December, 1787, in 35°. Distant from last 7 
leagues. Of baptisms, 3,122; marriages, 933; deaths, 2.243; Indians existing, 722. Of 
horned stock, 10,500; sheep, 10,000; goats, 33; hogs, 110; brood mares and young; 1,095; 
tame horses, 294; mules, 250. Of wheat, 150 fanegas yielded 1,500 fanegas; barley none; 
corn, 4 fanegas yielded 200 fanegas; frijoles, 2 fanegas yielded 15 fanegas; garbanzas, 
peas and habas, small sowings and product. Missonar es in charge, Frs. Antonio 
Rodriguez and Mariano Payeras. 


. san Luis Obispo.—Founded 1st September, 1772, in 35? 36’. Distant from last 18 leagues. 
Of baptisms; 2,588; marriages 724; deaths, 11384; Indians existing, 462 souls. Of horned 
stock, 7,890; sheep, 5;310; goats, none; hogs, none; brood mares and young 800; tame 
horses, 260; mules 81. Of wheat; 160 fanegas yielded|3,000 fanegas; corn, failure of crop; 
barley, frijoles, peas, garbanzas and habas, none sowed. Missionary in charge, Fr. Luis 
Antonio Martinez. 


. san Miguel.—Fonnded 25th July, 1797, in 35? 48’. Distant from last, 13 leagues. Of 
baptisms, 2,244; marriages, 651; deaths, 1,382; Indians existing, 918 souls. Of horned 
stock, 7,057; sheep, 13,096; goats 8; hogs, 155; brood mares and young, 845; tame horses, 
704; mules, 36. Of wheat, 131 fanegas yielded 1,400 fanegas; barley, 34 fanegas yielded 
20 fanegas;. corn, 6 almudes yielded 23 fanegas; frijole, garbanzas, peas and habas, no 
sowing. Missionary in charge, Fr. Juan Martin. 
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12. San Antonio de Padua.—Founded 14th July, 1771, in 36° 30 Distant from last 13 leagues. 


13. 


14. 


15. 


Of baptisms; 4,162; marriages, 1047; deaths, 3,177; Indians existing, 817 souls. Of horned 
stock, 6,000; sheep, 10,500; goats, 25; hogs, 82; brood mares and young 615; tame horses, 
250; mules, 50. Of wheat, 101 fanegas yielded 1654 fanegas; barley, 10 fanegas yielded 9 
fanegas; corn, 1 fanega yielded 35 fanegas; frijoles, same as corn; garbanzas, 7 almudes 
gave | fanega; peas, 1 fanega 4 almudes gave 53 fanegas; habas, 4 almudes gave 13 
fanegas. Missionaries in charge, Frs. Juan Sanchez and Pedro Cabot. 


N. S. de Soledad.—Founded 9th October, 1791, in 36° 38°. Distant from last 11 leagues. 
Of baptism, 1,971; marriages, 586; deaths, 1,392; Indians existing, 536 Souls. Of horned 
Stock, 4,551; sheep, 5,706; goats, none; hogs, 25; brood mares and young, 950; tame 
horses, 220; mules, 16. Of wheat sowed, 110 fanegas—product 1,135; barley, 29 fanegas 
sowed—product 368 fanegas; corn sowed, 4 fanegas— product, 300 fanegas; frijoles, 4% 
gave 64 fanegas; garbanzas, 2 almudes gave 6 fanegas; peas, 3 fanegas gave 300 fanegas; 
habas, 4 fanegas gave 180 fanegas. Missionary in charge, Fr. Juan Cabot. [He was a 
brother of Pedro. Fr. Juan died in the island of Majorca, about 1853.] 


San Carlos de Monterey.—Founded 3d June, 1770, in 36? 44’. Distant. from last, 15 
leagues. Of baptisms, 3,316; marriages 919; deaths, 2;474; Indians existing, 317 souls. Of 
horned stock, 2,240; sheep, 5,000; goats, 16; hogs, 20; brood mares and young, 300; tame 
horses, 100; mules, 36. Of sowings—80 fanegas of wheat gave 500 fanegas; 30 fanegas of 
barley gave 600 fanegas; corn failed; frijoles, 8 fanegas gave 140 fanegas; garbanzas, 6 
almudes gave 1 fanega; peas, 4 fanegas gave 30 fanegas; habas, 4 fanegas gave 80 
fanegas. Missionaries in charge, Frs. Vicente Franco de Sarria and Ramon Abila. 


San Juan Bautista.—Founded 24th June 1797, in 36° 58’. Distant from last 12 leagues. Of 
baptisms, 3,396; marriages, 858; deaths 19,421; Indians existing, 1,248 souls. Of horned 
stock, 8,000; sheep, 9,000; goats, none; hogs 50; brood mares and young, 530; tame 
horses, 270; mules, 20. Of wheat sowed, 90 fanegas gave 1,474 fanegas; barley, 91 
fanegas gave 704 fanegas; corn, 9, fanegas gave 300 fanegas; frijoles, crop failed; also that 
of garbanzas, peas and habas. Missionaries in charge, Frs. Esteban Tapis and Felipe 
Arroyo de 1a Cuesta. 
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The Missions of California in 1823.— Continued. 


16. 


17. 


18. 


Santa Cruz.—Founded 28th August, 1791, in 37°. Distant from San Juan, 11 leagues, and 
from San Carlos by the coast, 13 leagues. Of baptisms 2,175, marriages 727, deaths 1,602, 
Indians existing 474 souls. Of horned stock 2,700, sheep 5,000, goats and hogs none, 
brood mares and young 286, tame horses 142, mules 20. Of wheat sowed, 56 fanegas gave 
568; barley, 19 gave 378; corn, 4 gave 700; frijoles, 3 gave 162; garbanzas, none; peas, 6 
almudes gave 17 fanegas; habas, 2 fanegas gave 91. Missionary in charge, Fr. Luis Gil de 
Taboada. 


Sala Clara.—Founded 18th January, 1777, in 37? 20’. Distant from last by the Sierra road, 
11 leagues. Of baptisms 7,461, marriages 2,112, deaths 5,694, Indians now existing 1,395 
souls. Of horned stock 6,050, sheep 13,000, goats none, hogs 48, brood mares and young 
610, tame horses 150, mules 5, Of wheat sowed, 108 fanegas gave 1,800; barley, 20 gave 
460; corn, 7 gave 650; frijoles, 5 gave 85; garbanzas, 6 almudes gave 5 fanegas; peas, 4 

fanegas gave 90; habas, 4 gave 109. Missionaries in charge, Frs. Magin Catalan and José 


Viader. 


San José.—Founded 11th June, 1797, in 37° 30’. Distant from Santa Clara 5 leagues. Of 
baptisms 4,442, marriages 1,429, deaths 3,075, indiens now existing 1,746 souls. Of 
horned stock 7,000, sheep 15,000, goats none, hogs 8, brood mares and young 500, tame 
horses 150, mules 10. Of wheat sowed, 288 fanegas gave 3,383; barley, 20 gave 242; corn, 


5 gave 300; frijoles, crop failed; garbanzas, 4 almudes gave 13 fanegas; peas, 2 fanegas 
gave 26; habas, 4 gave 62. Missionaries in charge, Frs. Narcisso Duran and Buenaventura 
Fortiny. 


19. S. P. San Francisco de los Dolores.—Founded 9th October, 1776, in 37? 57’. Distant from 
San José Mission, 20 leagues. Of baptisms 6,886, marriages 2,049, deaths 5,090, Indians 
existing now 208 souls. Of horned stock 2,521, sheep 9,707, goats and hogs none, brood 
mares and young 125, tame horses 144, mules 4. Of wheat, 150 fanegas gave 1,372; 
barley, 10 gave 116; corn, 5 gave 200; frijoles, 3 gave 80; peas, 4 gave 60; habas, 4 gave 
156; garbanzas, crop failed. Missionary in charge, Fr. Tomas Estenega. 


20. San Rafael.—Founded 14th December, 1817, in 38?. Distant from port of Dolores, 8 
leagues. Of baptisms 946, marriages 274, deaths 226, Indians existing 894. Of horned 
stock 1,000, sheep 4,000, goats none, hogs 30, brood mares and young 200, tame horses 
30, mules 10. Of wheat sowed, 145 fanegas gave 1,340; barley, 56 gave 757; corn, 4 gave 
300; frijoles, 4 gave 56; garbanzas, none; peas, 7 almudes gave 10 fanegas; habas, 1 
fanega gave 4. Missionary in charge, Fr. Juan Amoros. 


21. San Francisco de Solano of Sonoma.—Founded 25th of August, 1823, in 38? 30'. Distant 
from last, 10 leagues; and from Coscoff Russo, 30 leagues. Baptisms none, marriages 1, 
deaths 1, Indians existing in the Mission 482 souls. Of horned stock 180, sheep 1,100, 
goats, hogs, and mares none, tame horses 46, mules 150. There have been no sowings or 


products made as yet in this Mission. Missionary in charge, Fr. Jose Altimire.” 


Recapitulation 


The Missions number 21. The distance from San Diego to Sonoma is 228 leagues. The totals, 
since the foundations, are—of baptisms 76,069, of marriages 20,901, of deaths 51,134, while of 
Indians now living in the Missions there remain 20,826 souls. Of cattle, at this time, there are in 
all 137,134, of sheep 189,344, of goats 1,197, of hogs 1,366, of brood mares and young 10,553, of 
tame horses 4,925, and of mules 1,886. The total of the sowings for 1823 was 4,3564 fanegas, the 
pro-duct of which of all kinds made up 48,874 fanegas. The total number of the Father 
Missionaries is 32, whose particular names are noted in the places where they are actually 
residing. 


This is the Information for the year 1823, and for my guide and satisfaction, I shall prepare 
three or four copies, which thus shows the order of the age or date of the Missions, as is noted in 
1, 2, 3, 4, etc; how many Fathers there are, and how many of the Missions have only one 
missionary, so that in this condensed form may be easily understood all under the 15 heads of 
division as pertains actually to 1823, and the other heads as to the accounts since the foundation 
up to the same year. Still, I could add very well the year in which each missionary came to this 
province, with which nothing more is to be desired about the matter. 


ARROYO. 


22. Altimire founded the mission (Sonoma) and is said to be still living (1860) in the Canary Islands, being 
the only on of the venerable fraternity of California Friars in existence. His age is asserted to be not 
more than 63. 
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The friars mentioned in the foregoing by Arroyo were all natives of old Spain, and were sent 
from the Franciscan College of the Propaganda Fide of San Fernando, in the City of Mexico, well 
known to all the old pioneer settlers. The Padres Ripol, Martinez, Juan Cabot, Altimira, and Peyri, 
left the country after 1828; all the others, and with few exceptions the original Fundadores of the 
Missions and their successors, died and were buried at the Missions. But few who came out ever 
left the country. 


After 1821, no further additions of missionaries were made to the California establishments, 
from the disturbed state of Mexico and the mother country, and the change of Government in 
California from Spain to Mexico. When the native Mexican priests, from the Franciscan College 
of Zacatecas, came to this country, after 1832, the remaining old Spanish friars (among whom was 
Arroyo) retired, by agreement, to the Missions south of San Luis Obispo, while the Mexican friars 
occupied those to the north. | 


During the sway of the Padres, prior to 1830, California was in its paradise. There was no 
anxiety or thought among the Indians, the gente de razon, for to-morrow, and they had generally a 
good time. The old priests were like feudal barons receiving guests-every one was welcome, and 
no one went away empty or discontented. There were stores of good wine and beef in those days. 
We may sigh for the peace and tranquillity of those times, but children cannot get at the moon by 
crying for it. Fragrant is the memory of the old friars of California among the Indians, the gente de 
razon, and the ancient estrangeros. May the flowers ever bloom over their graves. 


Some say their life was one of peace and tranquillity, but others say it was a stupid, antiquated, 
lazy existence, that would not answer in these times of Christian progress and refinements. Since 
the old friars died, California has acquired other fortunes and assumed various aspects. With our 
silver, gold, and population, we are, surely, now far better off than in 1823 to 1830. All are 
contented, and very, very happy, and it has been so since the bax of toys was opened in 1848. 
Thank God! there are no anxious people in California-none with hearts corroded with care, as in 
the olden times and countries. Men do not prematurely get gray, nor bald, nor wear spectacles, nor 
involve themselves in lawsuits, speculations, and hot-blooded or petulant quarrels as the outside, 
un-American publicans do. Their minds are also more divinely filled with the Gospel, and the 100 
newspapers, assisted by legal, commercial, scientific and medical libraries, are a constant 
fountain of intelligence, consolation and satisfaction. Our various traders, miners, politicians, 
lawyers, editors and hummers are great philosophers, who let athers, with much liberality, enjoy 
more of life than did the old friars. In 1823 there were thirty-two kings in California; in 1860 these 
have augmented to 500,000 sovereigns, each of whom feels that be is monarch over his little 
territory, and who are rationally employed in contending with each other in pleasant arguments on 
meum and tuum. The devil take the hindmost-get all you can and keep all you get-taking the wind 
out of your neighbor's sails-making their fortunes in such brevity that they loose them as quickly, 
and in a humorous, rough-and-tumble sort of a frantic life, on the plan of the ancient Greeks and 
Arabs, trying to get along and fill themselves with the good things of life, so as to lay up a 
prospect for a larger measure in the next world. If St. Peter holds the keys of heaven, and lets our 
complacent crowd in, the old friars, who are sure to be there, will rather be taken aback at the mild 
and gentle shepherds who have succeeded to their flocks and pastures.—[a. s. T., San Francisco 
Bulletin, Oct. 1860.] 
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The College of San Fernando (to which belonged the 21 missions of Alta California) was 
founded by royal Cedula of 15th October, 1734 vide Gazetta de Mexico of May 1734, as quoted 
in the 1852 Mexican edition of Clavijero's California. 


Stock Animals in California—1770 to 1860 


After a careful survey of a large mass of material, manuscript and printed, we have condensed 
the following statistical account of three principal stock animals of our State for the last ninety 
years. They may be relied on as being correct as it is possible to obtain them. They are taken from 
the MSS of the Spanish archives, from Humboldt, Cilley, Forbes, etc., the State Register of 1859, 
the reports of the County Assessors, and the last State and United States census. From these it 
appears that California, since 1855, has nearly doubled her cattle, increased her horses nearly 
three times, and augmented her sheep eight times. Between 1770 and 1840, this stock was 
confined in its range entirely to the coast country, from San Diego to Sonoma; from 1840 to 1860, 
they have crowded into every valley and corner of the State, where grass and water could be 
found. In consequence of this, pastures have begun to give out; and latterly numerous cattle have 
been transferred from north to south, contrary to what was going on so diligently since 1850. 


To the account may be added also the American cattle, pasturing on the eastern side of the 
Sierra Nevada, which probably may amount to 50,000. 


The stock business seems to have been immensely stimulated all over the United States since 
1854. At present the cattle markets of the Atlantic and Mississippi are in as flat a condition as the 
stock markets of California and Oregon. Speculators are making a great time over fine blood 
stock, and the costliness of breeding and ranching; yet the native Californians say that it is a fine 
business, at $15 a head for 4-year old cattle, and $2 for sheep. Prices will, therefore, no doubt, 
greatly recede this year, and the question arises, where are you going to pasture three millions of 
animals in California, unless 1861 and ‘62 are as good years, or better than the season of 1859- 
60? By a reference to the State Register for 1859, it will be seen that up to 1858, all the counties of 
the State were large breeders of various kinds of stock. 


At least seven-eighths of the Territories of the United States, west of the line of Arkansas and 
Missouri to the Pacific, are more fitted by nature for pasturing animals, than any other occupation. 
The cultivated spots are comparatively rare, but the immense mineral development, with pastoral 
pursuits, will always cause it to be inhabited by a rugged, independent, uncontrollable set of men; 
perhaps by a kind of civilized Arabs. The habits of these people, as in Asia, must in time have a 
great effect on the political affairs of North America. The pasture table lands of the eastern slopes 
of the Rocky Mountains extended 2,000 miles longitudinally from the parallel of 22 to that of 52, 
the same as the old buffalo range. 


The following table shows the number of cattle, sheep and horses in California during various 
periods from 1770 to 1859: 


Table 13: Number of Cattle, Sheep and Horses in California During 1770 to 1859 
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Table 13: Number of Cattle, Sheep and Horses in California During 1770 to 1859 


Note—The above numbers include animals of all ages. The valuation of cattle in California, on 
Jan. 1st, 1869, may be set down at $9 per head average, $9,000,000; of sheep, at $2 average, 
$2,000,000; of horses, at $10, $2,000,000, making a total of $13,000,000. 


When it is considered that the rancheros estimate the increase of 100 3-year old breeding cows 
in 5 years, at 570 animals—with the original cows making 670-—a good calculation can be made 
of the annual increase of our million of horn stock for the next five years, one-third of the number 
being breeding cows. 


Sheep may be estimated to increase in number 50 per cent every 12 months, and horses at 20 
per cent. The increase, of course, is to be understood as the natural increase of the animals under 
ordinarily favorable circumstances. 


From this exhibition of facts and estimates, our readers willlbe enabled to form their own 
ideas of the condition, present and prospective, of this important branch of California industry, 
and which, everything considered, seems the safest investment pf country capitalists. The new 
feature of silver mining on the eastern slope of the Sierra Nevada may, however, in the next two 
years, give an entire new aspect to the California stock market, and may run prices up, instead of 
depressing. There can be little doubt that all the mountain ranges of Utah, are immensely rich in 
gold and silver, which in a few years will have a great effect on|the value of all property in 
California.—[A. s. T., San Francisco Bulletin, April 1860.] 
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NOTES ON THE ANCIENT AND THE MODERN EL DORADO 


Silver Mines in California 


The fame of the silver mines of this State is as old as that of the gold placers. Both metals 
appear to have been known to the old Padres of the Missions in their various localities, as well as 
that of the celebrated quicksilver mine of the New Almaden. For instance, it is well known among 
the natives and old settlers, that prior to the year 1820, the Indians of the Tulare Valley used to 
come over into the Santa Clara Mission lands to get out the native vermilion for coloring their 
bodies and dresses. The old Indians of that neighborhood had many bloody battles with the 
surrounding tribes, for the possession of the same Cinnabar mine which has caused such an 
expensive outlay of late for litigation in our State Courts. The only difference between the present 
white men and the old red ones, seems to be, that the latter shot arrows and shed blood, whereas 
the former shed ink and shoot dollars. 


The old placers of San Antonio, San Fernando, Santa Ynez, La Purisima and Santa 
Cruz—such as they are in their comparative poverty—were known to the old priests and their 
Indian neophytes for the last fifty years—but the priests invariably discouraged the hunting and 
working for gold and minerals, and very properly, as a matter of policy for themselves; the 
occupation of mining striking at the very foundation of their system. 


There are said to exist in the archives of Mexico, letters from Upper California priests, stating 
the discoveries near some of the Missions of silver and silver ores in large masses. This may refer 
either to the mines of the Alizal Rancho, in Monterey county, which appear to have been known 
to the Indians of old, for making ornaments of lead, and used often afterwards by the native 
Californians for making bullets for guns, whenever they chose to go to the trouble of melting the 
metal out—the mineral being a mixture of lead and silver, the lead greatly predominating, which 
made the ore easily fusible with a fire of hot coals. This latter fact has been often proved by 
parties on the spot since 1850. As the Alizal mines lie within twenty-five miles of the old Mission 
of San Carlos del Carmelo, which was for seventy years the residence and archive office of the 
head of the Missions of California, the letter in the archives of Mexico may refer to these. Or it 
may refer to the immense masses of antimony mineral near the Tejon Pass, which was within the 
jurisdiction of the old Mission of San Fernando, and which is said to be sufficient in quantity to 
furnish the entire supply of the world for the present uses of that metal. 


Then, again, the old Friars had traditions of silver mines on or near the King's river, of the 
Tulares. Other veins of silver ore were known and are still known near the old Missions of Santa 
Ynez and La Purisima, in the present county of Santa Barbara. Of latter years we hear of the 
Aurora silver mine near Santana Pass, 20 miles from the Mission of San Juan Bautista, but this is 
said by mineralogists to be only an immense deposit of chrome mineral. In the mountains not far 
from the Aurora mine, there is said to be also a very rich vein of cinnabar, equally as valuable as 
that of the New Almaden; but the public are as yet in the dark as to the real merits of the vein. It is 
also known that there are veins of silver ore which are known to the miners of Calaveras and 
Tuolumne counties; at least so it was stated in the public journals of those two counties in the 
early part of 1854. 


There now exists on the ranch of the Alizal, in Monterey county, not less than three distinct 
veins of mineral which are said to contain silver. The first vein is the one used by the Indians and 
Californians for making bullets, etc., and is situated in the foothills on the east side of the plain of 
the Salinas, not far from the old Mission Soledad, in the midst of one of the most fertile and 
salubrious portions of our State. From the accounts of the people in the neighborhood, it appears 
to have been first worked by an old Mexican miner, in 1831, who from some disagreement, with 
the proprietors of the land, as to the ownership of the mine, concealed the vein after he had 
worked down some ten feet in the ground, and pretended that it was not worth working. He 
afterwards went out of the country, and is said to have died at or near La Paz, in Lower California. 


This mine was again worked in 1852 by a party of inexperienced German miners, in 
connection with some San Francisco capitalists; but from want of proper arrangements and lack 
of practical miners, and also from want of “de grand cash" the matter resulted in loss. The results, 
though, of several meltings of the ore, of this old vein, proved incontestably that it was very rich 
in lead, and easily fusible by a common charcoal fire. From the lead metal was got about 12 per 
cent of silver—of the kind the big moneys of the Mint are made of. This was done by simply 
melting the lead in a ladle, and then evaporating the lead by a blow-Pipe or fan until the button of 
silver was left, which can't be evaporated, it appears, by any kind of heat. 


In 1853 was found another vein of ore on the same land and about 2,000 yards from the old 
vein. The No. 2 vein is in a hard quartz forma-lion of blue carbonate of copper—blue as 
ultramarine—mixed with silver, iron, and what appears to be yellow copper ore. This vein, we 
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learn, is very extensive. Ia the early part of the present year, another vein or two was found in the 
same hills, and which appears to be an ore of an entirely distinct character from those of the two 
first, being in a soft, white rock. | | 


It will thus be seen that there can be very little doubt that as fast as the mountains of our State 
are explored, silver ore will be found in large quantities, as rich as those of Guanajuato in Mexico, 
or Cerro Pasco in Peru. In a few years we may see this interest, under the guidance and direction 
of enterprising capitalists and practical miners, grow to be one of the most invaluable in the 
mineral interest of the United States.—[a. s. T., Sacramento Union of Dec. 18, 1855.] 


There are said to be not less than six distinct veins of silver, lead, copper, and other minerals 
found on the hills of the Alizal Rancho in our county, and the mountains of that vicinity. Some of 
the veins break with the luster and granulation of cast-steel. The mountains on the outside of the 
Salinas Plains must be a highly metalliferous region, as for the last five years numerous parties, 
Spanish and American, have brought into Monterey, samples of heavy rocks, which are certainly 
not pure stone—they invariably have resemblance to the silver and lead mines of Mexico and 
Peru, specimens of which are kept in our town. The Mexicans and Chilenos who have traveled 
over our county, invariably assert that the Sierras of the district closely resemble the mineral 
regions of Peru and Mexico. There exists also among the Indians of our vicinity, the tradition of a 
very valuable vein of silver ore in the mountains of the Carmelo Valley. From all these account, 
and signs, we must judge that one of these days will be found in our bills immense deposits of 
some form of silver ore. | 


An American traveler showed a citizen of this town, in 1849, a piece of pure silver weighing 
an ounce, which he asserted he had picked up in a dry arroyo in the mountains of Pacheco’s Pass. 
When it is borne in mind that Mexico produces some fifty millions of dollars of silver, every year 
and that these mountain ridges are but continuations of our own Sierras, we can readily believe 
that there are as good argentiferous veins in our State, as there are in Sonora, Chihuahua and 
Durango, at least. 


The occupation of silver mining is much more profitable than any other in Mexico—it is said 
to sustain by its production in its various ramifications of trad e, not less than 4,000,000 of 
population. California produces forty-six millions of gold a year, yet only sustains 300,000 
inhabitants. | 


We are confident in the belief that time will develop the silver mines of our State, into an 
interest in a few years, second in importance only to that of the gold placers. Uncle Sam only 
needs silver now to make him independent of the world in mo ey matters.—[A. s. T., Monterey 
Sentinel of Jan. 12, 1856.] 


Reported Silver Discovery on the Coast Range 


The Monterey Union for the month of January, 1860, says: 


William Roach and John H. Whitney, of Watsonville, have just returned from 
a tour of sixteen days in search of the silver mine, of which we have a tradition 
now confined to the knowledge of but one or two very aged persons (Indians), 
one of whom by the name of Sebastian, conducted them to the spot, which they 
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say is about 200 miles from Monterey, in the Coast Range. They report plenty 
of ore, and showed us some specimens, which very nearlv resemble the 
Washoe ore, but we can form no idea of its richne ss. If this is the same spot 
that has been so much talked of in Monterey, as the place worked many years 
ago by some priests residing here, and if the stories are true, it 1nust be very 
rich. Mr. Roach says they found relics of furnaces, and some kind oi structures 
used for melting out the silver, and that it was first discovered by the Indians 
placing the rock containing it so as to burn the “r uscal,” an article of food 
used by them. | 


Note—17 August, 1857.— Very rich deposits of argentiferous lead have been discovered during 
the summer by the Mormons in San Bernardino county, the specimens of which, in the 
possession of Mr. James N. Olney, the mineral broker of N ontgomery street, betoken a mine 
of great value. As this gentleman has many valuable specimens of silver and copper ore from 
different parts of the American Pacific Coast, his collectian forms an excellent cabinet to 
compare California specimens, and his kindness in showi ig them will be found of great 
service to those entering into the business of copper and silver mining, which is now 
attracting so much attention in our State and the Gadsden Purchase. 


Recently there have also been notices of discoveries of silver deposits near San Luis Rey 


Mission, and in Napa, Sonoma, and Santa Barbara counties. The copper mine of Rodgers in 
Carson Valley, is also abundantly proved to be a valuable deposit of that metal. 


It is a great pity the U. S. Government does not form a Mineral Commission to take scientific 
notes in California and the Alta Pimeria or Gadsden Purchase. The silver ores of California (of 
Which there are said to be some twenty different locations), seem to be argentiferous lead or 
argentiferous antimony. 
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The California of Central Asia 


The work of Father Huc, a priest of the Lazarite order in France, on his travels in Mongolia, 
Tartary, Thibet, etc, in 1844-45-46, is one of the most valuable is those countries. The countries 
through which this zealous priest traveled, accompanied only by his brother Padre Gabet and a 
few servants, have not been visited by any European traveler since the time of the famous Marco 
Polo, some 600 years ago. And the account which Huc gives of these countries (the names of 
many of which have heretofore been entirely unknown to the rest of the world), is exceedingly 
interesting—the most of it entirely new, and in every part highly curious. The description is 
chiefly confined to the elevated lands of Central Asia, which are in almost every particular to 
California and the countries between the Sierra Nevada and the head waters of the rivers flowing 
into the Gulf of California and the Gulf of Mexico. They have their boundless plains called the 
“the Land of Grass;" a kind of buffalo (the Yak), wild horses, asses, camels, goats, sheep; wild 
men, thievish as Blackfeet and Pawnees; mines of silver, gold, coal, copper, lead; immense salt 
lakes having no outlets to the ocean, with their own systems of rivers, some as large as the 
Missouri; snow-capped mountains, the highest in the world, and a population entirely unknown to 
foreigners. Their nearest neighbors under settled governments are the Russians, Chinese, and 
English. | 


The extracts we insert below will show what sort of a country this California of Asia is, which 
is now for the first time made known to us. From these Asiatic Steppes and Alturas have issued 


hordes who have overrun the rest of Asia and the East and South of Europe from time 
immemorial: 


Thibet, poor in agricultural and manufactured productions, is rich in metals; 
and gold and silver are so easily obtained that the humblest shepherds are 
acquainted with the art of purifying the precious metals. They may be 
sometimes seen at the bottom of the ravines or in the fissures of the 
mountains, crouching over a fire of goat's dung, purifying in crucibles the gold- 
dust gathered while leading their flocks to pasture. The result of this 
abundance of metals is, that specie is of little value, and in consequence all 
commodities remain at a high price. The gold and silver collected by the people 
are absorbed by the great, and especially by the Llama Colleges, in immense 
reservoirs, into which flow by a thousand channels all the riches of these vast 
countries. The result of this accumulation of money in the coffers of the 
privileged classes, and the high price of the necessaries of life, is that a large 
part of the population is continually plunged in frightful poverty. 


The Kingdom of Gechekten is astonishingly rich in gold and silver, but these 
very treasures have been the cause of its greatest calamities. Though there 
exists a severe prohibition against working the mines, it often happens that 
great troops of armed Chinese banditti come and search for gold; and it is said 
they have a remarkable capacity for discovering it from the shape of the 
mountains and the kind of plants produced on them. But such a discovery does 
but bring desolation on the country where it is made, for it attracts towards it 
thousands of vagabonds, some of whom employ themselves in robbing the 
inhabitants, while the rest dig for gold and silver. In 1841 the Kingdom of 
Ouinot became the prey of a multitude of these ruffians, who continued in 
occupation of it for two years, and were not reduced till the King had 
assembled all his banners and marched against them. Being in such numbers, 
they made a desperate resistance; but at length a great number of them 
retreated into the mine and the Mongols perceiving it, stopped up the 
entrance with great stones, where every one of them perished.—[4. s. T., San 
Francisco Herald, June 1853.] 


Note—May 1, 1861.—Since the foregoing was written, Huc has published additional volumes on 
China, of great value, and also two volumes on the History of Christianity in those Countries, 
since the birth of Christ to the Jesuits of 1700, which contain many highly curious and little 
known particulars. He died in France in 1859. 


The Ancient California or 2,000 Years Before Christ 


sardanapalus is said to have placed one hundred and fifty golden beds and as many tablets of 
the same metal on his funeral pile, besides gold and silver vases and ornaments in enormous 
quantities, and purple and many-colored raiments. (Athenaus, lib. xii.) When Nineveh was taken, 
it contained, according to some absurd traditions, 25,000,000,000 sterling in gold, or 
125,000,000,000 of dollars. The spoiler well might have exclaimed “Take ye the gold—take ye 
the silver—the riches of Nineveh are inexhaustible; her vases and precious furniture are 
infinite."—(Nahum, ii, 9.) That precious metal, however, was most plentiful, we can scarcely 
doubt. The statue of solid gold raised by Nebuchadnezzar in the plain of Dura was three-score 
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cubits high and six cubits broad. (Daniel, iii, 1.) Herodotus and Diodorus describe the statues of 
this metal in the Temple of Belus, at Babylon. The base of the table, the seat of the throne, and an 
altar on which sacrifices were offered, were all of the purest gold. Xerxes carried away the golden 
statue of the god, twelve cubits in height, which his father Darius had not ventured to 
seize.—(Herod, lib. i, chap.183.) According to Diodorus, the value of the gold taken from the 
temple of Belus alone by Xerxes, amounted about 7,350 Attic talents, or twenty-one millions 
pounds sterling money (or one hundred and five millions of dollars)! Thus the wells of Eebalana 
were partly plated with gold and silver—(Herod, lib i, chap. 98). Gold and silver spread into 
plates are mentioned in Jeremiah amongst the objects of trade brought from Uphas and Tarshish 
(x, 9), and Solomon's throne was partly overlaid with gold, as was also the inside of his 
Temple.—(/ Kings vi. 22; and x, 13). Abraham, who lived in Chaldea, was rich in gold and 
Silver.” [Layard s Nineveh, vol. 2, p. 317.] 


The above extract may be fable with some grains of allowance, but all history, sacred and 
profane, goes to prove that the mountains of Syria, of Armenia, of Persia, of Mesopotamia, of 
Arabia—all countries pertaining to ancient Chaldea, which is supposed to be the cradle of the 
human race—contained immense deposits of gold, and that the great product of our State was one 
of the earliest sought and known of objects of luxury and commerce, and was moreover one of the 
great means of causing the spread of mankind over the earth. At/any rate, to this day gold is found 
in those countries in considerable abundance, and they greatly resemble California in the features 
of physical geography and climate. Deserts and plains, snow-capped ranges of mountains, dry 
pure air, great scarcity of water, the volcanic products of mineral salt, of precious stones, basalt, 
pumice; of bituminous lakes and springs, of silver, gold, copper and iron, are prevailing features 
there as here. To the North is situated the range of the Ural mountains, now yielding twenty-five 
millions of dollars a year; and to the east the great thirsty deserts and elevated steps of Central 
Asia, encompassed with their immense ranges of snow-capped mountains, forming within 
themselves numerous basins whose waters have no outlets to the ocean. All these points exactly 
agree with the features of California, of Utah, and the great central elevated land of our continent. 
We may therefore look for great discoveries of gold and minerals in these countries within the 
next fifty years, and the natives of the unknown nations of those regions, stimulated by the fame 
of our California, will undoubtedly realize, through the effect of this great equalizer of conditions, 
their long lost rights and humanities—for true are the old poet’s words, 


“One touch of nature makes mankind of all." [A. s. T., San Francisco Herald, August 1852.] 


The Minimal Wealth of Japan 


“These islands," says a Spanish writer of the seventeenth century, “are excessively rich in 
gold and silver. The abundance of these metals is scarcely credible. In Jeddo, the capital, not only 
the palace of the emperor, but also many houses of great lords, are covered with rich plates of 
gold.” “The greatest riches of the Japanese soil,” says the carefull and accurate Kampfer, “and 
those wherein this empire exceeds most known countries, consists in all sorts of minerals and 
metals, particularly in gold, silver and copper." On this point all the old writers are agreed. 


Gold is dug out of the mines in many provinces. The greatest quantity of it is melted out of its 
own ore. Some is washed out of gold sand, and small quantities of it are said to be contained in the 
copper. The richest gold ore, and that which contains the finest gold, is mined in one of the 
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northern districts of the great island of Niphon. There is also a very rich gold sand in the same part 
of the island. But gold ore, or gold in dust, appears to be found is innumerable parts of the 
Japanese Archipelago. Deterred by superstitious fears, the native miners have seldom penetrated 
far into the earth, but have rested satisfied with the gold found near the surface. 


In a memorandum laid before the Dutch Governor-General at Batavia, in 1744, is a 
calculation, showing that in the beginning of the seventeenth century, when the trade with Japan 
was an open one, the export of gold and silver was ten millions of Dutch florins, or about 
£840,000 per annum. This export was first contracted, and in 1680, entirely forbidden. The same 
calculation goes on to prove that, in the course of sixty years the export of gold and silver must 
have amounted to the enormous value of from twenty-five to fifty millions sterling. 


In a good many accounts of India (both French and English), we find frequent mention of “the 
gold ingots of Japan." About the middle of the seventeenth century, these ingots appear to have 
abounded in Bengal. But at an early period, or between 1545 and 1615, it is notorious that the 
Portuguese obtained in Japan, in exchange for merchandise, enormous quantities of the precious 
metals. 


Silver mines are described as being quite as numerous as the gold mines, and their produce as 
excellent in quality. In one year we find the Portuguese exporting 2350 chests of this fine silver, 
valued, in round numbers, at £587,500 sterling. To the east of Japan lie two islands, called, par 
excellence, the *gold and silver islands." These have never been touched by Europeans. 


Copper abounds all through the group, and is said to be the finest in the world. It is refined and 
cast into small cylinders about a foot long and an inch thick.—[London Illustrated News, Sept. 
1853.] 


Ancient Methods of Gold Mining 


The manner in which the ancients conducted their placer mining operations, differed but little 
from the present most approved method. Their operations were evidently on a magnificent scale, 
fully equal, if not exceeding the heaviest operations of the present day. 


“To find gold,” said Pliny, “we have three different methods. It is extracted either from the 
rivers, the bowels of the earth, or the veins of mountains, by undermining and throwing them 
down." River mining is readily understood; by the “ruins of mountains,” we are evidently to 
understand those immense deposits of “drifts” which constitute what we now call the deep or hill 
diggings. Extracting gold from the bowels of the earth, refers undoubtedly, to mining from gold 
“in place"—extracting it from the quarts veins where it is originally formed. 


The process of ground-sluicing, as well as the use of the board-sluice, is quite minutely 
described by Pliny. The same writer speaks of the practice of constructing ditches or canals for 
conveying the waters of rivers across the country and along the sides of mountains for the purpose 
of washing off the precious metal from the auriferous earths. It appears to have been a practice 
among the ancients in their deep diggings to undermine the hill by drifting and timbering, and 
afterwards removing the timbers, commencing at the further extremity of the drifts, and thus 
approaching the face of the hill. By this process the hills were completely undermined and made 
to “cave” and “crumble” so as to be more easily washed away. They do not appear to have 


382 


understood the use o the hydraulic as it is now used, but they made it a point to convey the water 
to as great a height as possible over the ground to be washed, and so let it fall, as to tear up the 
earth by the force of its gravity, by which means they were enabled to wash more earth than they 
could by merely passing the water over the ground on a regular incline. Instead of “riffles” Is now 
used, in their sluices the ancients sometimes used skins, as the moderns do, but more generally a 
kind of tough bushy shrub, called by the Romans “ulex,” which they placed at intervals along the 
ground or plank sluices, and which served as a net in which to catch the gold. 


Uncertainties and Dangers of Mining 


It appears that the same uncertainty in the daily amount of earnings was experienced in those 
days as now. In many cases the miners could scarcely support themselves, while now and then 
“lucky strikes" were made, which served to keep up the courage of the unlucky ones. Pliny speaks 
of so great a quantity as fifty pounds a day being found in the mines at Dalmatia, in the time of the 
Emperor Nero. Mining casualties were not uncommon then any more than now, for the same 
writer says that during the progress of the work “great flaws often appear in the earth, which falls 
in and crushes the poor miners to death." 


Ancient Ouartz Mining 


The working of the quartz, or *vein stone," is also described, which was “brought oat of the 
mine, pounded, washed and put into the furnace." The process of mining for gold in place, in the 
early days of the art, must have been particularly tedious and expensive from the lack of the 
facilities for pumping and from the want of gunpowder or some, equivalent by which to penetrate 
into the solid rock. The means adopted for removing the rock was to build large fires upon it, and 
pour vinegar or water upon it when hot, which caused it to crumble. Some of the ancient workings 
were carried to an almost incredible extent, considering the simple appliances then in use for such 
labors. As a matter of course, however, they were seldom conducted to any great distance below 
the water level. But little is known of the manner of reducing the ore. Most probably the methods 
practiced in the early Mexican and Peruvian mines were those which have been handed down 
from time immemorial. 


Immense Yield of Ancient Mines 


Some of the mines of gold and silver worked by the ancients yielded almost fabulous returns. 


Indeed, it is reasonable to be supposed that those only of extraordinary richness were wrought at 
all. 


Hannibal, during his occupancy of Spain, drew a large part af his pecuniary supplies from the 
mines which he wrought in that country. From one of these mines, named “Bubulo,” he realized 
three hundred pounds of silver daily! This mine was worked night and day. Its main level was 
about 4,500 feet in length! At this time, about 200 years before Christ, it is said that forty 
thousand men were employed in the mines about Carthagina alone. 


Philip, the father of Alexander the Great, possessed gold mines in Macedonia from which he 
drew yearly $15,000,000. That sum was then fully equal in value, as compared with the cost of 
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living and price of labor, to the entire present yield of all the mines of California. Philip had also 
other mines of considerable value in Thessaly and Thrace. These mines are known to have been 
worked for 200 years, or until the Romans became masters of the country, when they were closed 
up by their order. 


The Athenians had numerous silver mines which produced to their owners great riches. They 
were mostly worked by slaves. Some of the Athenian citizens owned from 500 to 1,000 slaves, 
which were employed in their mines. 


History mentions private persons who had immense and incredible revenues. Varro speaks of 
one Ptolemy, a private citizen, who maintained an army of 8,000 horsemen at his own expense. 
This same individual had usually 1,000 guests at his table, who had each a golden cup, which was 
changed at every course! Pythius, of Bythenia, feasted the whole army of Xerxes one day in a 
splendid manner. It consisted, at the time, of 1,700,000. He at the same time offered that prince 
five months' pay for that prodigious host, and the provisions necessary for their sustenance during 
the entire time. The endless millions amassed by David and Solomon, and employed in building 
the Temple of Jerusalem, almost exceeds computation or belief. From whence could such 
enormous treasures arise, if not principally from the mines of gold and silver possessed by those 
princes and individuals? Many mines, and those of extreme richness, must have been wrought in 
those days, to furnish such incredible supplies of the precious metals. 


The Argonautic Expedition—A Mining Enterprise 


That most remarkable of all ancient adventures—the expedition of the Argonauts after the 
Golden Fleece—is now generally looked upon as a succession of enterprises in search of gold, 
which, in all probability must have been the employment of several generations. The period of 
this expedition must have been 1300 B. C. The hero of the story, *Jason, was undoubtedly an ideal 
personage, probable a divinity, who was regarded as a protector of mariners. The mountain 
torrents of Colchis, to which point the expedition was directed, flowed over golden sands, and the 
natives, it is said, were accustomed to collect the particles of gold by placing fleeces of sheep, and 
perhaps the skins of other animals, in the bed of the streams, in the same manner as is now done 
sometimes in placer diggings, and generally in the quarts mills of our own State. It is conjectured 
that the Argonauts were attracted thither by the metallic treasures of the country and that the 
"Golden Fleece" is merely a poetical description of the process by which the auriferous particles 
were collected. An interpretation certainly ingenious, and more free from absurdity than any yet 
offered of this remarkable expedition.—[Grass Valley Telegraph.] 
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MISCELLANEOUS NOTES OF THE AUTHOR 


Miscellaneous Notes of the Author Connected with the California Indianology.—No. 
3. 


Native Silver 


Silver, as well as gold, is by no means uncommon in native mass, both in and out of the rock, 
and we must not he surprised to hear within the next few years of its discovery, in Utah, probably 
as rich as the first finding of that of Arizona, Potosi, and Cerro Pasco. The discovery of silver in 
metallic mass is by no means, rare in the history of Spanish America. Native lumps of great value 
have been found in Mexico and Pera at different times. The Jesuit histories of Sonora and Lower. 


California expressly declare the existence of silver metal en massas masissas, or heavy 
masses, found in the Apacharia of the present Arizona as early as 1700. The same statement they 
make of rich copper and silver ores, which time has put the seal of truth on since the treaty of 
December, ‘53. In fact, all the Jesuit histories of the Americas have been found extremely 
accurate as to their description of natural facts as to the Indians, geography, minerals, etc. 


It will be remembered what incredulity was expressed in 1853, on the publication of Captain 
Aubrey's journey to New Mexico, at his being shot at, by the Indians with bullets of gold. We 


have always, believed there were good grounds for that story, and that it was evidence of some 
immense deposit of gold in situ, in the country within a hundred miles radius of the junction of the 
Virgin and Colorado rivers—the scene of the gold bullet battle. It must be remembered there is no 
natural or scientific reason known to men, why gold and silver should not be equally as plentiful 
as iron or lead. Let no man dread their superabundance—they have not been so common 
heretofore, as, previous to the gold discovery in California, the world was very partially explored 
for such minerals. Even yet the knowledge of mineralogy is only in its infancy—Australia, 
Washoe, Pike's Peak and Fraser River are only the callow brood of California. All the accounts of 
U. S. surveying officers, emigrants and trappers, anterior to and from the 1843 of Fremont, to the 
Los Angeles searchings of 1860, go to prove that the country within a circle of 300 miles of the 
junction of the Virgin and Colorado, is intensely metalliferous and abounds in great lodes of 
copper, lead, iron, and other common mineral ores. Gold in thread masses is known at the 
Amargosa mine—the “mountain of gold” of the 1850 emigrants. Silver is known to be largely 
mixed with the lead ore, and very likely exists richly as argentiferous galena, or rather as 
antimonial and galenous in all that region of country. In the Navajo country there is a range of 
mountains, known as the Sierra de Plata. 


The worst feature of this country is that it is so scarce of water and grass—much worse to 
travel in than the Washoe and Carson river country; its immense deserts of sand and volcanic 
sierras, and dry hills cut up with deep cations, are great obstacles to mineral explorations, except 
on Government account, which, because they cost a few million of dollars, are thought corrupt 
and extravagant, and denounced by the “economical men of all parties and sections." 


During the height of the Mormon imbroglio in 1858, reports were rife in the public press of 
the discovery of silver mines in the eastern sierras of Utah. In 1853 much excitement existed in 
New Mexico, on the presumed rediscovery of the silver mines of the old Spaniards, or 
Montezuma Indians in the country between the head waters of the Rio Grande del Norte and the 
Gila and Colorado. We have little doubt that there was more or less of truth in all these statements 
and that they ought to be taken as indications of mother veins of silver, or the argentiferous 
extensions of the Sierra Madre of Mexico, northwards, as those of Washoe may be assumed to be 
the extension of those of those of Sonora and Arizona. At any rate the cheapening of silver is 
highly desirable—the opening commerce of the great Pacific demands it, and all honorable means 
ought to be used to stimulate the young and adventurous of our age to be forehanded, and not let 
their successors reap all the benefits of their labors and knowledge.—[a. s. T., San Francisco 
Herald, 2 May, 1860.] 


The Mother Veins or Deposits of the Precious Metals 


From the past experience of California and the countries of Spanish America, we are led to 
believe that the precious metals exist in separate masses or mother veins, which gradually thin off 
it the extremities, when they become unprofitable to work. We shall herein attempt to show this 
by some prominent examples. 
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Observations on the Gold Region 


As to gold, the great mother mass or vein seems first to develop itself most richly near the 
California line at Jacksonville, in Oregon, and this mass, so farias is known, impoverishes as you 
advance further from the center. Its degradation, disintegration, or diminution make the placer 
washings of the adjacent portions of Oregon and California, Another such vein or mass seems to 
have its center near Nevada city—another near Sonora city another near Mariposa—another near 
the head waters of Kern river. As these, veins, dip toward the ocean in the north, they seem to 
reach their greatest state of comminuted abrasions—how far to the east this obtains is as yet 
unknown. As a general thing all the placers of the coast mountains of California and Oregon have 
been very inferior, as have been the lower levels of the great valley of the center. 


Mother veins may be found further east, either on the declivities of the snowy range from 49? 
to the Tejon, and from thence they will very likely invariably impoverish as they slope and thin 
off to the ocean, even as far as Cape San Lucas. They come up near Los Angles; at the Amargosa 
mine of the Vegas de Santa Clara; near the Gila; and on the Gulf coasts of the State of Sonora, as 
rich placers were developed at Cieneguilla about 1772. 


The mother veins further east may be found richest in some of the numerous longitudinal 
mountain ridges of the Great Basin; these run out and come up again further north, as at the 
disintegrations of the Colville and Fraser river mines or further gast at Pike's Peak and vicinity, or 
further south in the Apachens, on the head waters of the Gila and branches; or still more 
southward, near Bacuachi, or Bapispe, of the Opataria of Sonora, where forty years ago and 
anterior, very rich placers were worked by the Mexicans, until driven out by the Indians. This 
hypothesis may be extended indefinitely south to Panama, and as far east as Virginia and Georgia. 


Our Silver Mine 


This theory seems, to be borne out in silver. The mother vein of Washoe, or some other 
equally rich, seems to have been known to the Shoshone Indians of the Great Basin, who are said 
to use the mixed metal commonly for, various purposes, as stated in the Sacramento Union of 
December, 1857—the silver, and lead must be found somewhere there in metallic mass, as those 
Indians hardly understood the art of reduction of mineral ores. The outcrops of this mass seem to 
have been known to Californians as early as 1849, and seeking it was the cause of old Pete 
Lassen's death—just, as he was going to make up for lost fortunes and lost time, the pioneer's, 
fruit of felicity turned to a Dead Sea apple—the new soldiers plucked the substantial glories of his 
campaigns. Since 1851 it has been well known that the gold grains were so alloyed with silver as 
to reduce the value in certain places as low as $12 an ounce. The inclination of this Washoe vein is 
very likely southeasterly and southerly; it comes up again (as recently appears) near Mono 
Lake—again at the Mormon Lead Mines (so called) east of San Bernardino, and as was reported 
by U. S. Deputy Surveyor Brookes in the Herald, in 1858, in the eastern declivities of the Tejon 
Mountains and the desert ridges of San Bernardino county—in these parts undoubtedly exist rich 
veins of silver and copper. The late excitements near Los Angeles about silver minerals seem to 
justify these conclusions. 
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Early Discoveries 


Native silver was found in one of the arroyos near Pacheco's Pass as early as 1849; also large' 
deposits of (said to be) argentiferous antimoniated lead in 1855. A silver mine was announced in 
Monterey as early as 1802, as existing in the mountain pass running South from San Juan, across 
to the Salinas plain, and probably as far south as the Chalon Peak. The whole of this range has 
richly developed highly metalliferous indications of iron, lead, mercury, silver, copper, chrome, 
and other minerals. On the opposite sierra to the coast (the Carmel mountains) metal has been 
brought in by the Indians and sold to the merchants of Monterey (about 1825) which proved to be 
one-half silver—there are living witnesses to this fact among the old residents of that town. 
Frequent attempts have been made within the last five years to find this vein, but as yet without 
effect—but it undoubtedly exists. 


As to northern indications of silver, towards the coast, Bryant in his “What I Saw in 
California" states that Old Greenway, the hunter, asserted there was a silver mine not far north 
from Clear Lake—the Napa discoveries seem to confirm this story. 


Cinnabar and Mercury 


As to cinnabar and mercury; The Indians of Napa and Sonoma have often asserted the 
existence of native liquid mercury to the Spanish settlers of these valleys, prior to the American 
occupation. There seems, from the most reliable accounts, to be a mother vein of mercurials there. 
Another mother mass of cinnabar exists at the New Almaden, in Santa Clara county, and another 
still at New Idria, on the southeastern edge of Monterey county. Recently a new discovery of the 
same metal, a very wealthy deposit, has been found within fifty miles of the New Idria, which is 
of itself yielding now very rich returns. Probably another mass exists in the mountains east of 
Paso Robles or San Miguel Mission, and Probably another still in San Diego county east, or not 
far from the Mission of Santa Catalina, on the desert declivities of the Lower California 
mountains, opposite the head of the Gulf of California, for the Indians of those parts, the Jesuit 
priests said, used vermilion paint in the last century. 


The mother veins or masses of silver deposits in Spanish America seem to follow the same 
law as in California and Utah. The argentiferous lodes develop themselves immensely in Arizona 
in the secondary ranges of the Sierras, say 100 miles from the sea—this rule follows in Sonora. 
These again appear at higher elevations in the State of Durango, in Chihuahua, in Zacatecas, in 
Querétaro, in San Luis Potosi, in Guanajuata, in Chipas, and yet again in Honduras and 
thereaway, all of which contain immensely rich deposits; but only worked heretofore and at 
present to much profit, in special localities. As the veins thin off from the veta madre they deceive 
miners and ruin speculators and capitalists. Some of the rich deposits of silver in Arizona and 
Sonora are at very inferior elevations, say from on to two thousand feet; whereas, those of 
Durango and others of Mexico and Central America, are from four to seven thousand feet above 
the sea, in much worse places than Washoe. The deposits of the Washoe district may generally be 
stated at 5,000 feet elevation, and to partake, but in greater excess and strength, of the 
metalliferous characteristics of the Sierra Madre of Mexico. No doubt as rich, and even richer 
veins of auriferous silver will be discovered during the next ten years, further to the south and east 
of Washoe, on the northern and southern declivities of the southern rim of the Great Basin—i.e., 
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to follow a general southeasterly direction over desert wastes and some good countries, until the 
neighboring frontiers of New Mexico, on the Colorado, are well got into. Of all these countries 
our knowledge to very crude and imperfect, as the people of the United States are afraid it will 
cost too much to explore them, being just now poor, in debt and very much in need of money? It is 
entirely impossible and not to be thought of to collect a just and proper revenue of $70,000,000 in 
a population of 30,000,000 souls. But to stick together and be prosperous and respected, they will 
most assuredly have to raise an hundred millions in the year 1870, and the bulk of that revenue 
will be demanded to be laid out between the Mississippi and the Pacific, where they get their 
millions from by the blood and sweat of the bodies and souls of the dead men who lie up and 
down the sierras and valleys of this same California and Utah. It is bound to come back somehow 
and at some time, if it breaks the back of Uncle Sam and “the rest of mankind.” They have had a 
fine time in squandering the speculating on the gains of our risks and ventures, but the magnet of 
California will draw, and draw, until out will fly the steel bolts of their ships of Sinbad. The 
captain will be asleep below, and the man at the helm knocked overboard, when they pass by that 
Mountain of the Seas. 
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It is noticed that whenever a rich gold, silver, or metalliferous region has been discovered in 
California or neighboring countries, great fears and cautions are put forth by the scribes of the 
folly, humbug, etc., of running crazy after sudden wealth. And yet neither California, Gold Lake, 
Gold Beach, Fraser River, Pike's Peak, Kern River, Arizona, Colville, the recent Oregon mines, or 
any other, have but little belied their pristine fame—they all yield more or less of precious metals, 
and only need further explorations and labors to confirm the first accounts of discoveries. The 
same will hold good no doubt in Washoe. Let the speculator's and gambusinos go. There have 
always been certain classes and very numerous they are too—in all ages of the world, who are 
discontented and restless—ready for any new enterprise of war, gain, adventure or 
colonization—it is their gift from God to work and die for others, These are the kind of men who 
discovered and settled the Americas, opened their rich metalliferous deposits, populated the 
Western Continent, developed the commerce of the world, and finally in our day are putting a 
circle round the earth by which the inhabitants will be able to speak and consult hourly with each 
other: Until this is finished, and the steam car runs westward and southward along the top of the 
elevated plateaus of North America, and the table lands of Africa-—times will go slowly, or by fits 
of caprice and apparent recklessness; but we must remember the family of man are not their own 
entire governors, nor subject to their own wills nor the law of circumstances, but that we are the 
creatures of an Almighty Providence whose mysteries and designs we are not permitted to 
penetrate. Myriads upon myriads of men lie under the earth, while only millions live upon its 
surface—tribes, races and nations are with Him as a day to a thousand years, or the clay in the 
potter's hand; we only know for certain that we live and die. The great nations of Asiatic 


antiquity, possessed immense stores of gold and silver; these are all now degenerate sons of 
fanaticism and anarchy, and the gold and silver exist but in chronology. Nay, more, the American 
nations of the ante-Columbian times have passed away with their treasures of gold and silver. The 
existence of some great Indian kingdom, in the northern coasts and countries of California, with 
the streets of cities paved with gold, was the magnet that attracted the Spanish navigation in 1543 
of Cabrillo, and 1602 of Vizcaino. Who knows but the placers of the Klamath and South Oregon, 
with Washoe, or the center of California, might not, before the convulsion which burst out the 
rocks from the Golden Gate, have been the seat of some wealthy Indian empire, like unto 
“Kambalu, seat of Cathaian Khan,” the degenerate descendants of which hang around our doors 
as outcasts and Diggers, the redeeming element left, the purest blood filtrating into the Shoshones, 
and other cognate tribes of the Great Basin and Southward. Are the Greeks of Pericles and 
Socrates the Greeks of A. D. 1860? Are not the Egyptians of Ramesses the same blood as the 
impoverished fellas of Saracenic tyranny? Did the same Saxons who clothed themselves in 
wolves' skins and martyred Christian priests infiltrate their blood into the red cheeks of the 
Englishmen and Americans who now plow the ocean and the land with steam, and converse with 
each other by electricity every hour of the day? Was not Ireland in the days of the Christian 
antiquity the mother-seat of learning and missionary to Britain and to North and Mid-Europe, 
when those parts were clouded in savagery and paganism; for the remnants of wealthy 
monasteries and seats of learning sprinkle that land, confirming the traditions of the Catholic 
Church. 


From the frontiers of the Gila to the Isthmus of Panama, there is the most pleasant and 
excellent land on the face of the earth. It is a salubrious land, and abounding in stores of 
wholesome delight. It is the richest country in the whole universe. It is beautiful, fertile, and 
extensive, beyond all comparison. It can grow and export abundantly every product of every land 
known to commerce. It can maintain millions of men, and support mighty States and Empires. 
There is no end to the land and its resources; but it is as yet the land of anarchy and strife, of 
ignorance and bigotry. When the world shall know it well, the World will forget for many, many 
years, its griefs, its tears, its sorrows, its troubles, its poverties, and its wants. It is ours, not by 
inheritance, but by knowledge, proximity and appreciation, and the new chapter it will fill in the 
world's history will be second only to that of California—for the light of our sun will soon 
illuminate with golden effulgence the deepest recesses of its, tropical shades—glow in its 
mountains and valleys, and roseate the tops of its snowy Cordilleras. The time is at hand, the earth 
is expectant; mankind are impatient that the curtain rise on this new scene in the drama of the 
world's progress from nature to art and civilization, from savagery to peace sad softness —[A.s.T., 
San Francisco Herald, 4th and 7th May 1860.] 


The Ancient Silver Mines of Arizona—Silver Boulders 


Since the discovery, in 1848, of gold in California, great account has been made among the 
American population of our State, concerning the native masses, or planchas de pleta, of those 
portions of Senora which are now included in the territory of Arizona. Many have been the 
shiftless trifling newspaper-told-tales of these wonderful mines or metallic deposits; but we have 
never yet seen any legitimate account from reliable authority, of where they are exactly. situated, 
when they were found, or if the stories about them could be relied upon any more than the inflated 
yarns of the Sonoranians and other Mexican miners and gambusinos. That they do exist, were 
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worked, and great riches got from them in the middle of the last century (from 1735 to 1760), we 
have now undoubted, historic, recorded authority in a rare and scarce old Spanish work treating 
on the foundation, conquest, and history of Sonora, Sinaloa, and parts of Jalisco and Durango, 
formerly known as Nueva Galicia. Of this book, a very small edition of which seems to have been 
published, probably not more than a single copy exists in our State, or very few even in Mexico, 
or in the United States—the most of the edition, not lost, being|doubtless in Spain where it was 
printed over a hundred years ago. It is one of the most invaluable books of Spanish American 
history to be found in North American bibliography. 


The exact title of this work in as follows: *Apostólicos Afanes de la Compania de Jesus, 
escrito por un padre de la religion de su provincia de Mexico—1. H. s.— Con Licencia— 
Barcelono—por Pablo Nadal, impressor, en la Calle de Canüda, Ano 1754.” This book was 
written about the year 1750 and contains 455 folio pages, bound in old-fashioned parchment, and 
relates at large the early settlement of the military and spiritual conquest of the parts designated to 
the year 1752 as well as of Lower California. It seems to have been written some ten years before 
Venega's History of California of 1757. 


After the discovery of these Arizona mines, the historian relates that they fell under the 
jurisdiction of the Commndante of the Presidio of the neighboring post of Frontreras, and the 
King's officers took possession of mines; and so the usual monopoly of speculators and lawyers, 
with invasions of the barbarous Apaches followed in the train ofithe workings of the gambusinos. 
This is the old Spanish-American story of rich gold and silver mines, and what we have every day 
seen repeated in the mines of California since 1848, and appears likely to hover in the wake of the 
1860-Washoe discoveries. The first discoverers and explorers are doubtless to be swallowed by 
the locusts of law, speculation, gambling and the various characteristics of rich mineral districts. 


The account of the discovery of the planchas de plata of the “Real de Arizona," is as 
follows—being a free, but careful translation from Chapter 2d of Book II. of the original work 
above named, which, within a few weeks, accidentally fell into our hands: 


To show with more clearness the discovery of these materials, a short distance 
from the Real de Arizona was divulged about fifteen yéars ago (about the year 
1735), to the admiration and astonishment not only of New Spain, but all the 
nations of Europe, wonders as incredible, as the fabulous stories of India. A 
Yaqui Indian, who was working in this locality, discovered the pure silver, 
which he immediately brought to a storekeeper, who, informing others of the 
discovery, in a short time this wondrous affair became publicly known. This 
treasure was found near a monte, in the sides of a hill about half a league 
down, near a canada which turns and wind in the immediate hills, and which 
cañada makes the bed of an arroyo, and where no water is found except after 
the rains. To this locality immediately rushed all the people of the 
neighborhood, with great and hopes, who soon satisfied themselves that they 
could have all the riches they desired; for in all the hill and cafiada they found 
pieces, great and small, in the shape of perfect balls of pure silver; in others it 
was formed of half silver and some other mineral. The| weight of these pieces 
was from half an arroba (25 pounds) to one and two arrabas. This brilliant and 
sonorous discovery convoked from all parts the Spanish people, to find the 
silver which could be had with only the small labor of removing a little earth 
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and stones, and where they could pick up in this or that place, balls, and 
masses (planchas) of prodigious dimensions. 


A poor fellow, a Negro or mulatto of Guadalajara, who had wandered a 
distance of 300 leagues, had the fortune to find a ball or mass of solid silver of 
the weight of 21 arrobas (525 pounds avoirdupois, or about $8,500), which he 
could neither break nor cut up, and which was of such an in-convenient weight 
that be could not load the best mule with the strength of himself and 
assistants, or of their utmost industry. So with ropes they lifted it up to the 
branches of a tree, from which they, lowered it to the aparajo of their animals; 
but to the great misfortune of the poor discoverer, he lost it all in a lawsuit 
made against his treasure by some one whom we cannot name. The Ministers 
of Justice took the matter in hand and seized the mass of silver from both 
parties, and refused to deliver it up, notwithstanding all the discoverer's, 
petitions, claiming it as the King's pertinence. Others succeeded more happily 
In their discoveries, and found pieces of great Weight and value. 


But what was more wonderful than all the preceding discoveries was that by a 
person who, on removing about a yard or earth, found a mass of pure silver 
weighing 140 arrobas, which resisted all attempts to part it, with ax, hatchet, 
crowbar or any other tool; and it was finally melted down and reduced to parts 
by the action of fire. From the surrounding matrix of earth and stones, they 
also got by refining and cleaning over 9 arrobas more. 


Curious persons have been assured that as much as 400 arrobas have bean 
collected of these rich deposits, with scarcely any cost. Among the most 
notable features or these masses of native silver, is that some of them when 
recently taken up, are quite flexible and very much like softened wax, and 
which could be pulled and torn to pieces without difficulty, obediently 
admitting the form of any figure impressed upon it. And what was extremely 
curious was, the day after the said soft silver was melted down and became 
entirely congealed, it assumed an intense hardness and inflexibility. This can 
be testified to by many missionaries and other Spaniards now living who had 
the planchas in their hands, and who could therefore be witnesses from their 
own ocular vision of the truths of this rare and notable discovery. 


The historian says that the country near the mine is extremely sterile and wanting water, 


answers to our latest description of the adjacent parts of Sonora and Arizona as may be seen in 

recent numbers of the San Francisco Bulletin by a most competent writer and traveler, our Sonora 
correspondent. Frontreras is now a miserable town in Sonora; about 65 miles southeast of Tucson. 
The undoubted mountain hills, barrancas, or cafiadas of the planchas de plata, seem never to have 


been rediscovered to this day, but there is no doubt they exist in this part of the Apacharia of 


Sonora and our own Arizona. The mines were killed by the King's decrees and cédulas, or his 
greedy, officers, before the year 1767, when the Jesuits were expelled from Sonora. And one of 
the greatest causes of the expulsion of this elaborated body from the Spanish Americas was the 
attempt of the King's officers and their hungry bummers seizing on the Christian Indians of the 
Jesuit Missions—of the Alta Pimeria, now Arizona—to work their mines as slaves, which raised a 
terrible Spanish stew of passion and vindictiveness in Rome, Madrid and Mexico.—[a. s. T., San 


Francisco Bulletin, 8 Aug., 1860.] 
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Manuel Retes on History of the Mineral Discoveries 


Don Manuel Retes on the History of the Mineral Discoveries of Gold, Silver 
Quicksilver, Copper, Etc., in Arizona and Sonora—1 ss to 1860. 

The notes of this author on the mineral history of old Sonora, published at length in the July 
and August, (1860) numbers of the Alta California, show him to be a writer of great research and 
observation. There papers would make an octavo pamphlet of some 100 pages and we hope that at 
some future day, they may be extended and republished in book form. They are certainly very 
creditable to the literature of Mexico, and of very great value to the people of California and 
Sonora. No such notes exist in any other work, so far as we are aware of. Unknown to us, Retes 
was using a copy of the rare work of the Afanes Apostólicos, and his publication and ours were 
nearly simultaneous, his notes preceding the above note in the San Francisco Bulletin. As we are 
informed, Don Manuel is from Tepique in Mexico. 
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The Colorado— Virgin River Silver Region 


The Marysville Appeal says: 


We have heard by private letter from a party from Marysville and Nevada 
county prospectors which went not long ago to the Colorado country. They are 
at a locality in Mexico named San Antonio, which is about three hundred 
miles from Los Angeles, and sixty, it is thought, from the Colorado river. The 
country is very similar to the Washoe region—alternate hills and plains, with 
very little vegetation, and extremely cold. In the hills are numerous ledges of 
rock which afford flattering indications of silver and gold, with the usual alloy 
of baser metals. Capt. Stevens had arrived with a supply of provisions and 
mining implements, and a store of promised presents for the Indians. The 
latter gentry had expected his arrival at an early day, and were disposed to be 
unfriendly to the few whites remaining in the camp until he came. The 
presents restored good feeling. The prospectors are in good spirits, and are 
confident they have rich veins around them. | 


| 
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| 
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| Los Angeles, February 6. 


Joel Clayton, of Claytonsville, returned from the Mohave this evening, bringing specimens of 
sulphurets of silver and lead, and silver ore, from new leads lately discovered. 


The leads lay about sixty miles east of the Coso Mines, are 150 miles north of this place, and 
are supposed to be a continuation of the Coso lead, and equally as rich. He also reports rich placer 
diggings have been discovered thirty miles north from San Bernardino at the head of the Mohave. 
About 150 men are at work and great many leaving San Bernardino daily.—[San Francisco 
Herald, February, 1861.] 


These silver and gold districts are in the vicinity of the Vegas de Santa Clara. The accounts of 
the month of March relate these discoveries as confirmed, and that new fields are explored every 
day.—[A. s. T.] 


The Gentle Breathing of the Sonorous Future. 


The British Colonist (Victoria, V. I.) of April 5th, 1861, says of the Cariboo excitement: 


Keithly, George Weaver, and McDonald & Co., all well known prospectors, in 
the latter part of December last, started on a prospecting tour to the Cariboo 
country. The snow at that time was from seven to eight feet deep, and they 
traveled with snow-shoes. About 16 miles from the highest point worked by 
the miners last year on the North Fork of the Quesnelle, they came across a 
small stream making into the North Fork. They ascended this stream some 
distance, and commenced to prospect. They shoveled away the deep snow and 
dug a hole a few feet deep in the bank of the creek. After reaching the bed- 
rock, they washed a pan of the dirt and obtained twenty-five dollars! 
Subsequently, on washing a second pan of the dirt, they obtained seventy-five 
dollars! The party put up notices and returned to the Forks of Quesnelle, 
where they told their story and exhibited the gold they had obtained. A 
general rush was the consequence. Men with $25-a-day claims, owners of 
ditches, wing-dams, etc., at which they had worked all winter to place in 
running order, abandoned them (they could not find purchasers), and started 
for the new diggings. Traders also became infected with the fever and many 
lost no time in closing their stores and followed the miners to the new 
diggings. 


At last accounts, many had arrived on the ground and were employed in 
staking out claims preparatory to setting to work. Trouble had risen between 
the miners in regard to the size of the claims, and Mr. Nind had been sent for 
to settle the difficulty. The news of this great discovery reached Cayoosh by 
Charles Brown’s pack-train, and caused much excitement there as well as at 
Lytton. A general rush will ensue immediately, it is thought. Provisions were 
high at the diggings and at Cariboo. Miners have been able to work all winter 
on the Quesnelle. Much snow had fallen, but the cold was not severe. 


On the publication of this news there was a great rush from Victoria for Cariboo. The 
excitement over all British Columbia is represented to be very great. All were hurrying to the 
Upper Fraser country. 
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Story of a Mountain of Pure Gold 


A correspondent of the Marysville Appeal, writing on the 18t of April, 1861, from Potosi, N. 
M. (the Colorado mines), says: 


There are related a great many of what are called *dead-wood yarns," 
concerning vast stores of gold and silver being found in these mountains, bya 
party of immigrants that crossed the Plains in 1849. As one story goes, 105 
wagons started from the States for California, and, after reaching some point 
this side of Salt Lake, they became dissatisfied with their guide and split into 
three parties, taking as many different directions—-one Party going to the 
southward. Nearly all the scattered band perished. Only three of the party 
that took the southern route, reached California. One of these men I talked 
with in Los Angeles, and he insists that his party found a mountain of pure 
gold (!) somewhere in the region I have described. Wild as the tale is, many 
have believed it, and a great deal of money, time and nergy have been wasted 
in searching for the fabulous mountain. John Archibald and others are out in 
quest of it now, and think they have track of it, bécause they have found 
several articles belonging to the immigrants, and the place where the latter 
left their wagons. This is a specimen of the wonderful mineral hunting stories 
told along the eastern slope. | 


The people of Sonora also have their “gold bullet stories.” The mountain of 
gold locality is said to be somewheres on the 1853 route of Aubrey, and in the 
country between the San Juan River and the northern affluents of the River 
Gila. | 
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On Aubrey's Track to the Gold Bullet Mountain 


Since the great and important discoveries of minerals on the eastern slope of the Sierra 
Nevada, the energetic and hardy miners, despising danger, fatigue and uncertainties attending 
exploration, have penetrated deserts, and crossed mountains that never before have been trod by 
the white man, and, in some instances, have been amply rewarded for all their toil. 


A party of miners, many of them from Marysville, were of this class, and some time in August 
last rediscovered a silver mine that was discovered by the Mormons some three or four years ago, 
and finding it to be everything they were in search of, located it in the name of the “Colorado 
Mining Company," had it incorporated with a capital of $210,000, purchased teams, and 
everything necessary for the successful prosecution of the enterprise, and are now in a fair way to 
realize all their expectations. They have their furnace nearly completed, a good road made to the 
mine, houses built, and expect in a short time to commence smelting. 


Nor is this lode the only one. In despite of the severe weather we have had for six weeks after 
our arrival, the following new lodes have been discovered; Mizzen-Top, Main-Top, Middle, New 
Mexico, Eastern, Mayfield, Washington, Gleason, Tallon and Kentucky, and no doubt, others, 


equally as rich, will be found in a short time. | 


| 


| 


So far, the Indians are entirely friendly, and no difficulty is apprehended from them, and our 
proximity to Santa Clara Valley [the *Vegas de Santa Clara of the Rio Virgin"] will afford a 
market here for the Mormon produce that now has to be hauled to San Bernardino. The mine is 
situated about five miles east of Mountain Springs, and about forty-five miles north of Kingston 
Springs, a good wagon-road all the way. 


There is no doubt that ere six months have elapsed, steamboats will convey our ores to 
market, and bring us our supplies almost to our mines. The Colorado river is but 33 miles from 
here, and navigable. This is a fixed fact, as we are about 100 miles below the Black or Big Cafion, 
the only place where Lieut. Ives met with any obstructions on the Colorado river. No one can 
calculate the importance of these mines. 


Situated as it is for supplies, this town will make a nucleus from which will radiate, as it were, 
hundreds of prospecting parties through the mountains, and an unexplored country, extending 
from the Esmeralda and Coso districts, on the one side, to the Sierra Madre on the other, will be 
discovered and developed, that will give employment to thousands. Nor is this the only benefit to 
be derived. It will populate a hitherto desert waste, civilize the Indian tribes, afford ample security 
to the emigrants from the States, and add, in a short time, a new State to our Confederacy. [From a 
correspondent of the Alta California, dated at Potosi, New Mexico, 17 February, 1861.] 


Potosi 


The new mines are situated in New Mexico, about 15 miles north of the California, line, and 
280 miles distant from Los Angeles, from which place all the supplies are obtained. The exact 
locality of these mines is lat. 35? 51’ north, and long. 115° 50° west from Greenwich. Potosi is 
situated near the Salt Lake and Los Angeles road, about 5 or 6 miles southeast from the Mountain 
Springs, an is 280 miles from Los Angeles. There is a fine wagon-road all the way from Los 
Angeles to Potosi, with the exception of Cajon Cafion, where there is a steep hill sloping up the 
western side of the mountain, a distance of about 100 yards. 


On the other side of the mountain there is a gradual and easy grade. As the road now stands, 
4,000 pounds of freight are hauled through Cajon Cafion by light six-mule teams. A good road, 
with an easy grade, can be made through this cafion, and we observe that preparations are making 
to improve it. Going from Los Angeles, there is plenty of grass and water till the road leaves the 
Mohave at Camp Lake, a distance of 152 miles. About 18 miles east of Camp Lake are Mule 
Springs—containing water until late in the season. About 15 or 18 miles further east are the Bitter 
Springs, near which mustang grass grows; further east, a distance of about 45 miles, are the 
Coyote and Kingston Springs. Thence to Potosi is about 45 miles. The Colorado river is about 35 
miles distant from Potosi. 


Freight by land has ranged as high as 11¢ per pound, but recently some has been hauled as low 
as 84. 


All the leads in the Silver Butte are the same class of minerals. Numerous assays have been 
made at different times and places. They run from $10 to $1,500 per ton, and some others as high 
as $4,000 per ton have been reported. The ore contains silver, gold and lead. Some assays indicate 
1,500 pounds of lead to the ton, but this is much above the average. The average assays in silver 
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are from $500 to $900 per ton. In the silver Buttes the ore is encá ised i in limestone rock, and is very 
easily worked. 

Timber for building purposes is scarce, but there is an abun dance of wood for all practicable 
purposes in the immediate vicinity. Plenty of water can be obtained for mining purposes, though it 
is not abundant. There is a fine spring on each side of the mountain—one in Potosi in the shape of 
a well. It affords an abundance of limestone water. Potosi is the name of a town located in the 
midst of the mining settlement at the Silver Buttes. It is regularly laid out between the two spurs 
of the mountains, and adjoining Silver Butte. 


Numerous other discoveries of silver, gold, copper, iron and tin, have, been made within from 
40 to 80 miles of the Silver Buttes and an extensive vein, very rich in antimony and lead, has been 
discovered about 40 miles north, in the Charleston Mining District. 


South of the Silver Buttes, about 25 miles, in the Same range of mountains, some minerals 
have been discovered: About 60 miles in a southwesterly direction, In California, are the Salt 
Springs gold mines. They consist of vast quarts lodes penetrating the mountain, and are said to be 
very rich. They were worked in 1852, but were subsequently abandoned for some cause, but they 
are now worked by a Los Angeles company with Mexican labor; “arrastras” being used to crush 
the quartz. 


A line of stages has been recently started between Los Angeles and Potosi. The proprietor, Mr. 
Johnson, intends to connect an express with Wells, Fargo & Co.'s, at Los Angeles, and thus 
supply facilities for getting letters and papers in the mines. The stages will run two or three times 
a week each way. 


The facility for getting to the mines are now very good. A person can go by stage or steamer 
from San Francisco to Los Angeles, and thence by stage to Potosi. The cost of the entire trip will 
be about $70.—[Marysville Express, April 3, 1861.] | 


The Esmeralda Mines 


Getting Near the Solid Chunks of Silver 


Passing over to what is called the Middle Hill, we have the Willow Spring, being opened by 
means of a tunnel, now in a good distance; the Black Hawk, Minnie, Mayfield, Mono, Senator, 
Hornet, Knickerbocker, Edward Everett, Patten, and the Pennsylvania, all valuable ledges—more 
especially the latter, not only rich sulphurets, but virgin silver having been found in it, giving the 
largest assay of this metal of any ore in the district. But the most singular, and perhaps at the same 
time valuable ledge, on this hill, is the Bear Flag, a reef of gold-bearing rock, in which this metal 
in its purest state is found, not only diffused through the matrix, but, lying in blotches weighing 
from a single grain to half an ounce each. The assays from this ledge, are of course, enormous, 
and as several sacks of the rock have been collected for crushing, we may soon expect to see it 
announced that the Bear. Flag will pay from ten to twenty thousand dollars a ton, the fact that the 
rock giving these astounding results was carefully selected, and therefore no fair sample of the 
ledge, being all the time concealed. But as these tricks of the “honest miner" are now pretty 
generally understood, I need not dilate on their iniquity or go into an exposition of the same. It is 
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quite probable these gold-bearing lodes will be more sought after than any other, since they can be 
rendered productive without waiting for machinery, and at trifling expense. One has only to put 
up an arrastra, costing forty or fifty dollars, procure an animal, and go to crashing the rock, in 
order to make fair, perhaps, enormous wages, at once.—[Cor. Alta, March, 1861. 


Note—All these mines are on the eastern slope of the Sierra Nevadas of California, and are but the 
combinations, southwards, of the Washoe developments. 


Gold in the Vegas de Santa Clara of the Rio Virgen 


Note—of 1st May, 1861.—L. M., a New Mexican, informs me that twenty years ago, when he 
came in a company of Santa Fe traders, to Los Angeles, he found chispas of gold in the 
arroyos of the Vega; but at that time, as he was only a lad, he did not know what it was. He 
describes the good lands of the Vegas as very extensive and remarkably well watered, 
capable of maintaining a population of thousands of small farmers, with a fine, healthy 
climate. He says it does not at all surprise him that the Americans are now finding plenty of 
gold and silver there, and that there are plenty more of fine, healthy lands, capable of great 
production, between Abiqui, where he was born, and the river Virgen. The company that he 
came over with was commanded by Capt. Salvador Salayar, and numbered 100 mounted men 
with packs loaded with serapes, to trade for mules and horses in California. The Vegas de 
Santa Clara are a well known point in the works of California travelers and emigrants, and 
are situated in the latitude of San Francisco, and just on the inside of Fremont's Great Basin, 
in Utah Territory. It is just now the scene of pretty active exploration and settlement by our 
daring and hardy miners, and will, likely, from its fine climate and fertile lands, grow into a 
wealthy community in a few years. It is further east than the Coso silver districts (100 mike 
about), and doubtless its vicinities are highly metalliferous in gold, copper; silver, mercury, 
etc., as indeed is confirmed by all the newspaper correspondents of the spring of 1861. The 
reader will find an exceedingly interesting account of travel on the Santa Fe trail of the Vegas 
de Santa Clara, in Harper's new monthly Magazine, 7 vol., 1853, written by Lieut. G. 
Brewerton, U. S. A., who went from Los Angeles to Santa Fe over the route in 1848; also, in 
Fremont's explorations, ante 1844. 


The Mineral Wealth of Lower California 


Nowhere have we ever looked for mines in this country, that we have not found them—on the 
hills, in the valleys and on the islands. The other day a sample of metal was handed me for silver. 
The microscope showed the presence of gold. In Alta California such quartz would pay to Work. 
Here, it must pay to export or it is worth nothing. Last year a friend handed me a stone which 
looked like ore; he said he had picked it up in a creek opposite Angel Island. It was mostly pure 
galena, and assayed for silver $5.50 a ton. A few days since two men who came from the frontier, 
by land, brought in a number of specimens of gold quartz. I can count silver veins, in which never 
has a bar or pick been struck, by the hundreds. Lower California is destined, some day, to create a 
sensation equal to Washoe, but I suppose our time has not come yet. 
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I have often spoken of our resources, climate, etc:, but leaving these out of the question, the 
geographical position of Lower California makes it imperative that it should belong to the United 
States to secure the outlet of the Colorado Basin. 


It is ever as important as was the purchase of Florida. It is well known that the mountains 
bordering the north side of the valley of the Gila, contain immense riches in silver, gold and 
copper, and when the remainder of this vast basin, with its numerous ranges of mountains, shall 
become explored, who can foresee the immense wealth that shall be yearly poured forth, and the 
fleets of ships that shall sail up the Gulf of California to deliver supplies to the dense population 
that may inhabit it? —[La Paz, L. Cal., Cor. Alta, March, 1861. 
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The Good Products since June, 1848. 


Note of 1 May 1861 


It is difficult without proper books of reference published in Europe and the Atlantic States, to 
state the exact amount of the Gold yield of the World since 1848 to 1861. But we may 
approximately answer them as follows, from the different countries, of governments with internal 
peace: 


California, one hundred millions of dollars. 
Australia, six hundred millions of dollars. 

Fraser River mines, two millions of dollars to Jan. 1861. 
Pike's Peak mines, seven millions of dollars to Jan. 1861. 


Siberian Mines, at say ten millions of dollars a year, one hundred and twenty millions of 
dollars. | 


The Mines of Brazin, at two millions of dollars a year, twenty-four millions of dollars. 


GOD — DEO UC Q 


Making a grand total of seventeen hundred and fifty-three millions of dollars 
($1,753,000,000). | 


The Product of Silver 


Mr. Wm. Moran, writing from the City of Mexico, states in a letter published in the San 
Francisco Evening Bulletin, the following as the silver product of Mexico from the time of the 
Conquest, 1525, to 1856 (we give round numbers): 


* Booty of the Spanish Conquerors (1525) $380,000 
čt Results of Spanish Mining from 1540 to 1799 $1,100,000,000 
* Coinage of the Mint of Mexico city from 1800 to 1856 $418,000,000 


CI Coinage of the tributary mints of Chihuahua, Culiacán, Durango, Guadalajara, 
Guanajuato, Guadalupe y Calvo, San Luis Potosi, Sombrerete, Tlalpan, and Zacatecas, 
from 1810 to 1856 364,000,000 


v Contraband, smuggled out of Mexico from 1800 to 1856 $156,000,000 
<3 Making the sum of 2912 millions of dollars in silver ($2,912,531,399) from 1525 to 1856. 


This account of Moran's is published in the San Francisco Bulletin of 22 May, 1859, and is 
made from government and other of the best authorities. 


The silver product of Peru, Chili, Brazil, Buenos Ayres, Columbia, Siberia, Germany and 
elsewhere, since the discovery of America to 1856, may approximately be assumed in the gross at 
one thousand millions of dollars. 


The English Journals of January 1861, state that as soon as Mexico becomes settled enough to 
open its ports to the export trade, Mexico will pour into commerce millions of dollars, the silver 
products of the last four years—prevented by internal wars from seeking a market. 


AS soon as capital and confidence is established in California, we may be prepared to see fifty 
millions of dollars per annum of silver added to the bullion markets of the world. 


The Prophet of the Great Gold Discoveries 
Note 1 May 1861. 


The author, in two notes published in the San Francisco Bulletin of 6 and 9 June 1860, entitled 
"California Yarns," refers to an old Catholic priest of Sonora who prophesied the discovery of the 
immense deposits of Gold and Silver of Alta California and Sonora. 


From the five notes of Don Manuel Retes, on the mineral history of Sonora, published in the 
Alta California of August 1860, it seems that the name of this prophet-priest was Padre Faustina, 
and that he held forth to the Sonorians on this subject in 1835. Retes states that Figueroa, 
Micheltereno, and Padre Narcisso Duran, communicated to the Mexican Government the 
discovery of Gold in the Sierra Nevada and other parts prior to 1842. 


In the Placers of San Antonio Mission, Monterey county, a piece of gold was found in 1855, 
by a Mexican miner, attached to a rib-bone of some fossil animal which (the bone) had become 
silicated. The gold was stated to me to be in a quartz crystal. 
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Quicksilver and Cinnabar 


Retes in his Sonora mineral notes (Alta California 1860) states that the Indians of the Gila 
informed the Jesuit fathers ante 1745, that liquid quicksilver was found in the Moqui Indian 
Country. 


In August 1860, a rich vein of Cinnabar was said to have been found near Pyramid Lake. 
Also, cinnabar and liquid quicksilver were said to have been discovered about the same time in 
the Coso and Esmeralda silver districts. The same minerals were also found (November 1860) in 
the Rogue River Country near the borders of Klamath county. Rich Cinnabar was also found in 
the Cariboo Country of Fraser river, combined with silver. (Dec, 1860.) This mineral is also said 
to have been found near Gregory's diggings of the Pike's Peak mines, in Aug. 1860. The 
Quicksilver or cinnabar discoveries of Napa county near the Geysers, were all consolidated into 
one company in February 1861, and promise to be exceedingly rich and prosperous. A 
communication from Hermosilla in the San Francisco Bulletin, dated 15 Nov. 1860, states that the 
great quicksilver nine of Don Manuel Otero near the Sinaloa and Sonora line was just opened and 
promised to be is rich as the New Almaden of Santa Clara. From the effectual opening of the 
quicksilver mines of California in about 1850 there has been sent out if the country, not far from 
150,000 flasks to Dec, 31, 1860: Probably with that used in California, the whole produce has not 
been over 200,000 flasks, which at 75 lbs to the flask makes the| amount of fifteen million pounds 
(15,000,000 lbs), which, at in average price of sixty cents a pound, sums up valuation of nine 
millions of dollars. The quicksilver mines of California, beyond all doubt, are the richest in the 
world, and with the continued discoveries of silver and gold on the Pacific slope will soon meet 
with a demand, ten times greater than at present. In the valuable notes of Retes referred to in the 
foregoing is a collation of the Gold Bullet stories of Sonora, ante-1848, which will be found to 
amply repay the California reader, and of high interest to the Indianologist. 


[This concludes the Fourth Series of “Indianology” proper. Some few miscellaneous “notes” 
prepared by the author during the publication will be continued as addenda.—ED. FARMER] 
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MISCELLANEOUS ADDENDA 


Humboldt River Mining 


Geography and Climate 


A few explanatory remarks concerning the geography and climate of this country, by enabling 
the reader to comprehend certain features to both, will tend to reconcile statements often made 
and apparently contradictory in relation thereto. For example, it is difficult for some to understand 
how these mines, being so much further north than Washoe and Mono, should still have less 
snow; or how, being warmer in winter, they should yet be cooler in summer than those districts, as 
well as various other phenomena; alike inconsistent and paradoxical. The immigrant traveling 
down the Humboldt and across the deserts to the south and west, scorched with heat and stung 
with insects, his cattle wasted with hunger and thirst, or dying from the use of the poisonous 
waters, gets the impression that the entire country through which he has passed is one continued 
Sahara, alike unfit for the abode of man or beast. And yet, could he but turn aside among the 
mountain ranges seen on each hand, and but a little way off his route, he would often find them 
abounding with wholesome water and nutritious grasses, and possessed of a climate 
comparatively cool and pleasant. 


Effect of Altitude and Soil on the Climate 


The whole of the Great Interior Basin, of which this Humbolt country forms a part, has an 
absolute altitude of 4,000 feet above the level of the sea. Scattered over this lofty table-land are 
ranges and clusters of mountains, varying in height from 2,000 to 4,000 feet above its general 
surface, the Sierra Nevada forming its western rim, rising in many places to the height of 6,000 
and 8,000 feet. With so great a mean elevation the meteorology of this region is of course very 
unlike that of lower altitudes, and every way more fickle and uncertain. The greater the elevation 
the deeper the snow, and the further a locality is removed from the mountains the less the 
aggregate amount of stormy weather. Thus, while it may be snowing or raining continuously for 
days upon the higher ranges, the sun will be shining meantime upon the intervening plains. 


In this country the nature of the soil has much to do with determining the amount of snow that 
remains upon the ground. On the plains, composed for the most part of sand mixed with various 
alkaline substances, the snow generally melts as fast as it falls, and never accumulates to any great 
depth. Thus far this winter, although we have had here as elsewhere an unusual amount of stormy 
weather, there has not been more than three or four inches of snow on the plains in this vicinity. In 
saying we have had more stormy weather than usual, it is not to be supposed that we have been 
deluged with rain as has California, or that so much even has fallen here as in Washoe. We have 
had but a day and a half of steady rain, with some flitting showers and snow squalls, which make 
the sum total of our stormy weather this season. At this place the snow at one time lay about a foot 
deep, but it is now nearly gone, though there is a good deal still on the mountains above us. 


A Tierra Caliente—The River of Death 


Even at this season of the year we may be said to have three several climates in this region of 
country, the distinction being even more strongly marked in the summer than at present. First are 
the plains, now warm and free from snow, but where in the summer the heat is unremitting and 
intense. There, for five tedious months, scarce a breath of wind stirs the sweltering atmosphere, 
while the sun coming up like a ball of red-hot iron, glares fiercely from its rising till its going 
down. The water, only to be found at long intervals, is little better than poison, being so saline and 
acrid that it causes serious injury to the system, increasing rather than allaying thirst, while in 
many places swarms of noxious flies torment the traveler and his animal by day, and myriads of 
mosquitoes by night. In traveling along the Lower Humboldt every one of these evils is found to 
exist in an aggravated form. A more uninviting country or a more execrable stream, certainly does 
not exist on the face of the earth. Some, one appalled by its terrors has aptly called it, the River of 
Death; better still, in view of its infernal characteristics, had they named it Phlegethon, the River 
of Hell. Dark, sullen, and turbid, its bitter waters crawl rather than flow through its winding and 
guttered channel like the filthy outpouring of some great sewer. Unlike all other waters its baleful 
moisture instead of invigorating and refreshing, seems to blight everything upon which it falls. 
The broken vehicles and the dry bones scattered all along its banks attest that, not without reason 
has it received the fearful baptism of the River of Death. 


These plains—a perfect Tierra Caliente—are not only for the most part without water, but 
entirely destitute of timber and grass. Even the omnipresent sage scarce deigns to grow here, its 
place being partially supplied by a still more worthless shrub, which, seemingly capable of 
subsisting without nourishment, lifts its head a few inches above the arid sands. Large patches of 
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sand, or the bed of alkali pools that sometimes form in the winter, and which, drying up, leave a 
white sediment dazzling to the eye, and so hard that an animal's hoof scarce leaves an impression 
upon it. 


these plains, however, are entirely devoid of vegetation. Such - generally consist of drifting 


The Mirage 


The alkaline particles driven off from these surfaces by the summer heat, and floating in the 
atmosphere, give rise to the optical illusion known as the mirage, and which is sometimes seen 
upon deserts in great perfection. It usually takes the shape here of limpid waters and placid lakes, 
abounding with beautiful islands, and picturesque headlands, instead of “palatial structures" and 
castellated ruins, as it said to sometimes be the case elsewhere. 


In crossing the Forty-mile Desert, during midsummer, one will often have opportunity to 
witness this phenomenon—it generally being most perfect in the morning. So complete is the 
illusion, that stock in passing over this fearful waste have been drawn away towards it, as may be 
seen by the greater number of bones on the east side of the road| where it always shows itself. 


The Sand Cones 


There is another feature of these plains worthy of notice, and which it has greatly puzzled the 
curious to account for. Spots are met with, many thousand acres in extent, covered with heaps of 
sand exactly the size and shape if a large haycock. They stand close together, being from four to 
ten feet apart, and are formed with much regularity. I think they|are the product of whirlwinds, 
which are very common on these plains, being daily see eddying across them with great violence. 
I cannot assert that I have ever seen this formative process following the wake of a whirlwind, but 
as these may have been more powerful at a former day, and their spiral motion would be more 
likely to produce such effects than any other agent I can think of, I venture the suggestions, 
leaving it for the speculation of the ingenious or the researches of the learned to confirm or refute 
it. Certain it is being neither ornamental or useful, these curious heaps were never piled up with 
shovel or dumped from a steam paddy. 


Climate of the Mountainous Country 


Leaving the plains, the moment we commence to ascend the mountains, we get into a different 
country and atmosphere, the latter always being cooler and purer than below. Here, also, we meet 
with grass, and timber enough at least for fuel, while the water afforded by numerous streams is 
excellent. These streams nearly all disappear on reaching the plains, being absorbed by the dry 
sandy soil. After reaching the mountains we are no longer annoyed by mosquitoes or other 
troublesome insects; the only thing of this sort calculated to cause uneasiness being the 
rattlesnake, of which a few are met with—they not being so numerous here as on the plains. I 
have never heard of nay one being bitten by them, and although [the Indians hold them in supreme 
dread, the miners give themselves very little concern about the 


The mineral belt on which the mining population reside ranges up the mountain from 100 to 
200 feet above its base. This may be considered a sort of temperate zone, the climate above being 
always colder and pretty rigorous in the winter. On a few of the higher peaks the snow lies all 
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summer and varies from two to ten feet in depth in the winter. This snow, lying on the mountains 
through, keeps the streams cool and tempers the summer heat, in the regions below.—[San 
Francisco Bulletin, Jan. 1861.] 
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The Gold Regions of Oregon and Washington Territory 


Our gold regions extend from the northern frontiers to within a few miles of the Utah line, or 
all that space included between the 42d? and 49th? of latitude, and from east to west, all that 
section of land lying between the 112th? and 118th? of longitude. Bordering upon British 
Columbia, and southward from the famous mines, are the Kootanay, Okanagan and Blackfoot 
nations. That the Kootanay will one day vie with Washoe for the palm in silver, we believe. In 
1859, specimens of silver ore, found in that country, were exhibited at the Dalles. The ore was 
equal to any taken from Washoe. Nothing was done, however, to explore the country, although 
public attention was called to the fact through the columns of a newspaper at the Dalles. 


Okanagan is rich in alluvial deposits, but of the Blackfoot region nothing is known. To the 
south and west of those nations, are the Colville, Spokan, Coeur d’ Alene and lower Pen d'Oreille 
tribes, whose country has been partially prospected and found to be immensely rich. The Colville 
country, too, has (or several years been a favorite camping ground for the miner, and we hazard 
the saying, that men have taken out fortunes in that locality. Even now, miners in that vicinity are 
making from $10 to $20 a day to the hand. The lower Pen d'Oreille and Spokan Indians have 
always opposed any invasion of their country by the whites. Yet at and near the mouth of Spokan 
river, Judge Yancey, of Bellingham Bay, and some 20 miners have been busy at work for the last 
six months, and we are informed, making from $10 to $80 a day to the hand. As we descend, we 
enter the upper Pen d'Oreille, Flathead (or Bitter Root), and Nes Perces countries. On the upper 


Pen d'Oreille, men have done as well as at the Nez Perces; miners made as high as $120 with the 
rocker, and Stephen Senter, an old miner (at present on Salmon), took out as high as $200 a day, 
and worked there until ordered away by the Indians. Of the Bitter Root region we only know that 
at Fort Owens and on the branches of Clark's Fork of the Columbia river, gold has been 
discovered as far back as 1853. Lieut. Donelson's command discovered gold on the St. Mary's 
river, a tributary of Hell's Gate river, in that year; and many years ago Maj. Owens found gold on 
the little Prickly Pear creek—also in the Blackfoot river. This section may be said not to have 
been prospected, although little doubt exists in the minds of those to whom the country to known, 
of he great richness. 


Of the Nez Perces we will say nothing—everybody is familiar with them, from Elk City to 
Oro Fino, a distance of nearly 100 miles. As we proceed southward we pass into the Snake nation, 
through which Snake river and all its tributaries flow. Fifty miles south of Clearwater and running 
is Snake river; from its junction with Mormon river to its mouth, a distance of 74 miles, it flows 
northwest, till it empties into Snake river, about 45 miles south of Lewiston. The present Salmon 
river diggings are on a low chain of the Bitter Root mountains, some 20 miles north of Salmon 
river. To the south of Salmon river and east of Snake river, is forbidden ground. All the branches 
and tributaries of both Snake and Salmon, in that direction, remain untrodden by the foot of the 
adventurous miner. Seventy miles to the south of Salmon river are the Salmon mountains, where 
rise the chief branches or forks of Salmon river—such as Mormon, Pashamarah, and numerous 
other streams, flowing north and west into Salmon and Snake rivers. In that direction we 
anticipate important discoveries, next summer. On the west of Snake river and on the eastern 
flank of the Blue Mountains, are the newly discovered mines of the Powder, Burnt and Malheur 
rivers. Forty miles southwest of the mouth of Salmon, and 30 miles southeast of Grand Ronde 
Valley, is Powder river, having its source in the Blue Mountains—it is a small stream and runs 
northeast into Snake river. 


Burnt, Malheur, Owyhee and other streams, having their rise in the Blue Mountains, flow in 
the same direction, eastwards and northwards, into Snake river. Bayette, Boise, Bucher, and 
innumerable tributaries, having their source in the Salmon Mountains, flow in an opposite course, 
southwards and westwards, into Snake river, all of which are supposed to be rich in the precious 
metal. Still further south are the Bannock, Shoshone and Utah tribes or nations. Nothing is 
definitely known as to the auriferous completion of that region. 


At the base of the Bitter Root Mountains and east of the Salmon Mountains, extends a range 
of magnificent grazing and farming lands. To settlers this region offers inducements equal to any 
on this coast. These settlements will not be more than 100 miles from Fort Benton, and but a few 
miles from the headwaters of the Yellowstone and Missouri rivers. From Salmon diggings they 
will be but some 80 miles, on the proposed route to Fort Laramie. We predict that one year hence, 
all that section of country, now a barren waste, will resound with the labors of the husbandmen, 
and ere long the scream of the iron horse will follow. The traveler, eastward bound, will no longer 
have to brave the perils of the ocean, but every night put up at the wayside inn. That emigration 
will come westward, by Fort Beaton, the approaching spring, there can be no question. The magic 
influence of the new mines upon the destiny of Oregon and Washington Territory, can not easily 
be appreciated; that they are destined to elevate these countries to the proud position of first-class 
States, we confidently believe.—[Portland Advertiser, Dec., 1861.] 
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The Overflows Of the Colorado in 1862 


In no season for the last thirty years, from all to accounts we know, has the Valley of the 
Colorado been affected by the rains and snows, as the season of the early part of 1862. Public 
accounts from Fort Yuma and other parts, of the months of February and March, state that the 
great rains of January inundated the whole valley bottom, isolated Fort Yuma, and made all the 
immense plain a waving sea, tossed by currents and billows, like the angry ocean. It is most likely, 
also, that these waters were backed up by high tides from the Gulf head, and the overflow in this 
case, must have been such as may not have occurred in one or two hundred years before, as has 
been said of the Tulare Valley. Probably we shall hear of cultivations of the Colorado upper 
bottoms, and sub-valleys, for several years till the times of desiccations arrive again. 


The Linguistic Library of the North American Indians 


Mr. John Gilmary Shea has lately (1861) commenced in New York the issue of a series of 
Indian philological works in octavo volumes, several of which have been already published. They 
are almost, entirely, we believe, printed from the original MSS of the Jesuit and Franciscan 
Missionaries ante 1820; some of them 200 years old. They comprise the following works: 


1. The Mutsun Grammar and the Mutsun Vocabulary of Father Felipe Arroyo de la 
Cuestra—in 2 volumes. 


2. The Flathead Grammar of Father Mengarini—1 volume. 


3. The Grammar of an Indian language of Sonora, edited by Buckingham Smith—1 volume. 


4. Copious Vocabulary, Catechism, Confession of Faith, Sentences, etc., of the San Antonio 
Mission Indians, by Fathers Sitjar and Cabot, with the Chalones of Soledad Mission, 
Confession of Faith of Father Sarria—1 vol. 


The foregoing all relate to California, Oregon and Sonora. Also, all in separate volumes; A 
French-Onondago Dictionary (published); a Miami - French Dictionary of about 1650; a 
Dictionary and Grammar of the Wyandots; a Grammar of the Micmacs of Nova Scotia; a 
Mohawk-French Dictionary of the Mohawks of New York; a Grammar of the Yakama language 
of Nebraska, by Mr. Shea and George Gibbes; a new English-Mexican Dictionary of the Aztec 
language, from the best compilations made by the Spanish Catholic Missionary Friars, before 
1800, and that year to 1820, this last will be a very valuable and useful work to residents in 
Mexico, as the language is still spoken extensively in various central parts of the Mexican 
Republic. Measures are in course by the Smithsonian Institute to procure from the clergy and 
literati of Mexico, contributions and materials to form a complete philological bibliography of the 
Indian languages of Mexico, printed or in manuscript, which have been compiled between 1560 
and 1862. This catalogue, when completed, will be invaluable to the literaire in all studies relating 
to the post-Columbian civilization of that country. 


Mr. George Gibbes, late of the Northwest Boundary Survey of 1859-'61, well known for his 
contributions to the North Pacific Ethnology, has also lately prepared for the Smithsonian 
publications, fifty vocabularies, with grammatical notes of the Indian languages between San 
Francisco and Behrings Straits, during his twelve years’ residence on this coast. 
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By a reference to the 1860 report of the Smithsonian Institute, it will be seen what value this 
now celebrated corporation places on the subject of the Indian languages and antiquities. 
Measures are in progress to print several of the California Grammars, etc., and also to collect 
similar materials from New Mexico on the languages of the half-civilized Pueblo and other Indian 
tribes of that territory. 


The Commissioner of the General Land Office, in his report to Congress of the operations of 
his office for the year 1861, relates the discovery of extensive ruins of old Indian towns on the 
Arroyo de las Animas, a northern confluent of the Rio San Juan, in about latitude 37?, longitude 
108?, which are stated by the Surveyor-General of New Mexico to be of the most curious and 
interesting character. The Rio Verde and Rio Salado of the Gila are also said to contain very fine 
lands and extensive remains of the half-civilized Indians. 


The whole subject is one of great interest to the Indianologist of North America. 
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Additional to Note on Davis' New Mexico 


There is another point to be noticed in the Indian emigration southward from New Mexico, 
viz: that some of the migrations took place over the fords of the Lower Rio Grande near El Paso, 
as the country thereabouts in 1580 was found thickly populated with many half-civilized tribes, 
which improved in character as the Spaniards advanced up the valley north till they reached Santa 
Fe, which seems to have been the center of the pueblo civilizations. This matter of the eastern 
migrations has never been properly considered and investigated. This New-Mexican-pueblo 
civilization without doubt extended westward to the Colorado bottoms—the eastern bases of the 
Sierra Nevada from Carson's Lake through Mono, Owen's Lake, Coso, and finally along the San 
Bernardino Range to the Gulf and the Gila, were all in the California state present boundaries, 
from whence doubtless they advanced in fitful migrations to the Pacific coasts. The small tribes of 
the Owen's Lake country, speaking some Spanish, must by force of former events be offsprings 
from the Moquis, Zunis, and other tribes. It is very probable that many more of these cultivating 
tribes will be found east, north and south of the New Coso region, by our adventurous miners, as 
there are numerous evidences there of half-civilized populations in former times. Probably, also, 
dynamical phenomena had much to do in effecting these migrations and dispersions. 


In respect to these emigrations of the mountain tribes to the south or to the north, it must be 
remembered that Santa Fe and Mexico are both on the Great Table-Lands of North America, and 
both are about 7,000 feet above the sea. The high road for carriages and mule trains, between 


santa Fe and Mexico, is a very good road, and the intervening Sierras low and easily passable to 
this day, and in use for the past two centuries. Indeed, this road runs in nearly a due south line 
from the upper Rio Bravo Valley to the valley of the city of Mexico. 


The migrations from the western side of New Mexico down the cafions and valleys (or vice 
versa from the north) followed along the valleys or narrow table-lands of Sonora and Sinaloa, 
crossing the Gila near the fords of the Casas Grande or the route of Coronado and De Niza of 
1540, or afterwards of Sedelmeyer and the Jesuits of 1740—1 767, or still later those of Father 
Alvarez, Fonte and Garcas. Keeping the eastern slope well in, travelers now arrive in the fertile 
valleys and countries until even the rich valleys of Jalisco and Michoacán are reached. The 
extended and learned notes of Profs. Turner & Ewbank with numerous vocabularies of the Pueblo 
and other Indians of New Mexico to 1856, with the most careful examination of the status of those 
tribes, may be found in third volume of Railroad Surveys. This valuable treatise includes the 
tribes of the thirty-fifth parallel from the Mississippi through New Mexico to California. Mr. 
Davis does not seem to have been aware of this work, which would have vastly helped him in 
elucidating his volume of 1857. It is to be hoped that full sets of the Railroad Volumes and of 
Schoolcraft's History are not scarce in New Mexico where they will be of great advantage to the 
people in understanding the nature of their country. 


Mounds Near the Merced River 


Passing one fine afternoon in April 1852, from Mariposa to the Merced upper crossing, we 
found ourselves all at once on a high dry mesa of open prairie of probably a league in 
circumference. This mesa was completely covered with a series of small rounded mounds some 
five or six feet or more in bight. There were none or very little signs of stones, and we remember 
at that time of its striking us as a new and singular feature in the scenery of California, and we 
were at once impressed that they were the remains or signs of an ancient cemetery of Indians, or 
some other kind of human handiwork. There must be thousands of them. Very similar shaped 
mounds, but much smaller, are found near the point of the mesa overlooking the sea of the Dos 
Pueblos Rancho nine miles north of Santa Barbara, and where Indians were numerous formerly. 
This matter will bear future inquiry when our citizens get more settled down. 


The two immense mounds or smooth elongated hills near the ocean mouth of the Saticoy river 
12 miles below San Buenaventura Mission in Santa Barbara county, and called by the Indians 
there Tusalaloo and Musalaloo, are very curious objects. One of them is over a mile long and 200 
feet high, the other about half the size. 


The Indigenous Cereals 


The Indigenous Cereals of Alta California, New Mexico, and the Uplands of North 
America. 


It has been asserted over and over again that no native cereals except maize are known in the 
flora of these extensive districts of our continent. 


Now there exist indigenous and excellent varieties of oats, wheat, barley, rye, flax, hemp, 
millet, and rice, many of which are mentioned by Spanish explorers before 1600 as existing 
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within the above-named confines. The soils and climate being — to Syria and the 
Mediterranean countries, what proper objection should exist as to there being Indigenous families 
of closely affiliated gramina more in one hemisphere than another. Some of the Colorado, Gila, 
and New Mexico Indians have cultivated wheat since the earliest visits of the Spaniards—at least, 
so it is asserted in the earliest chronicles. 


About the Colorado Missions of 1781 


Padre Diego Manyaneda y Encifias, in his sermon on the deaths of the four Franciscan 
Missionaries, on the Colorado, in July 1781, to wit; Fathers Garcés, Dias, Moreno, and 
Baranoche; preached at Querétaro College, 8 Dec., 1818, and printed at Madrid in 1819, to be 
found in the collection of articles “Selectos,” taken from the Aguila Mexicana of 1828— 1 vol., 8 
vo., Mexico, 1828, says that Father Francisco Antonio Barbrasto, of the College of Querétaro, 
wrote a manuscript history of the Missions of Sonora, about 1810. Also, that Padre Pedro Murillo 
Valverde, Jesuit, wrote a short history of the Moquis about 1760—probably in manuscript. 


Padre Garcés also made apostolic excursions into the Moqui country about 1777, and others to 
Monterey and the Colorado, and Gila countries, in 1768, 1769, ‘70, ‘71, ‘72, *73, *74, ‘75, ‘76, 
*77, and to 1780, and left valuable manuscripts of all these journeys in the Querétaro College. 
Padre Pedro Font, a native of Gerona, also was a missionary of this College in Sonora, and his 
manuscripts of Voyages in California and Sonora, were also preserved in the Querétaro College. 
He died at the age of 43, in Sonora, on the 16th of September, 1781. 


This sermon, or historical discourse, of Padre Manyanada, is a very important document of 93 
pages, on the early missionary foundations of California, New Mexico and Northern Mexico, 
effected by the Franciscans of Querétaro College, from 1550 to 1812. It contains valuable notes of 
these operations, and extracts from Father Garcés' four diaries of the Moqui and Colorado 
Indians, not to be found in any other work. | 


Padre Frejes’ (1839) work contains the story of the converted Cazique Pantecal of 
Zapotzingo, in Jalisco, taken down by Father Juan Padilla about 1540, on the old northern or 
Aztec emigration of the Indian nations, and their final conquest and settlement of the present 
States of Jalisco, Sonora, Sinaloa, Michoacan, Colofia, Zacatecas, Querétaro and Mexico, and his 
account, from his forefathers, of their arts, religion and civilization. A good work on the 
Indianology of Mexico, to 1860, is very much wanted in the literary world, and it is to be hoped 
some Mexican author will prepare one. 
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Frejes Work on The Conquer and Conversion of Northern Mexico 


This work is improperly styled a history of the Conquest of New Mexico, in Davis’ New 
Mexico of 1857. Its proper title is “Historia breve de ia Conquista de las Estadas independientis 
del imperio antigua Mexicana,” etc. por Padre Francisco Frejes, conicista y guardian del Colegio 
de Guadalupe de Zacatecas, 1 vol. 12mo, pp. 302, Mexico, 1839 (not 1830). It does not contain 
over three or four pages on New Mexico, and the history is confined in very brief abstracts to the 
first settlement, conquest and conversion of the Indian countries, Zacatecas, Sonora, Sinaloa, New 
Leon, Tamaulipas, Durango, Chihuahua, Cahuilla, Texas, Colima, New Mexico, Nayarit of 
Eastern Sinaloa, the Mountains of Jalisco, and the two Californias. This short history Frejes says 
is principally reduced from the manuscript work of the Licenciate Mota Padilia, Chancellor of the 
Royal Audience of New Galicia or Guadalajara about 1730, and was used by Frejes from the 
archives of the Franciscan Convent of Guadalajara, or as we are informed was to be found in their 
Convent of Zapapopa near that city. It is well written, very honest and just, but too brief. 


Frejes mentions the discovery of Cinnabar in the mountains of Zacatecas, which were not 
allowed to be worked in 1740 by the Viceroy, be-cause they would injure the Almaden mines of 
Spain. He also mentions the Indian ruins of Villanueva or Quemada near Zacatecas, and gives an 
ethnological description of the Indian tribes of the countries he writes about. The Coatzales or 
Coaghuillas, Bansorigames, Tocas and Tobozos, inhabited Coahuila, in the vicinity of Saltillo 
presidio and Paras; also, the Cartujanos, Chichicales, Bobolos, Salineros, and Alzapas. The 


Tlascallans Indians assisted the Spaniards in all these reductions and missions of New Gallicia. 
The Nayarits lived in the mountains of West Jalisco and Sinaloa, also the Coros of Central 
Sinaloa; the Guachiles or Guicholes, the Zacatecas, the Cascaues, and the Pames, were of 
Querebera and Zacatecas; the Colinas, the Chichemecas, Otomies, Jaliscans, and Tololans, were 
of Jalisco, etc; the Topics, Tarahamauras, and Opatas were of the Eastern Sonora mountains. The 
Nayarit tribal covered much territory of the Western Sierra Madre valleys and Sierras, and were 
very numerous and brave; they were Aztec tribes and were afterwards civilized by the Jesuit 
Missionaries between 1700 and 1740, as may be seen in Fluvias, *Apostólicos Afanes. Padre 
Pedro de Gante, a relation of the Emperor Charles the Fifth, afterwards Archbishop of Mexico, 
instructed the Indians of Mexico valley in the Spanish language and arts who were afterwards 
useful to the Spaniards in subduing Jalisco and other western territories; the Franciscans under 
Father Gante greatly assisted in the Jalisco reductions. 


The memoir of Chinialpain on the Conquest of Jalisco, was edited by C. Bustamente about 
1836. The tribes mentioned in the foregoing northern districts seem to have been all Aztecan 
affiliations and were much inferior in docility and civilization to the Toltecs or Tlascallan tribes, 
the great friends of the Spaniards. 


The Colleges, Libraries and Convents of Mexico. Frejes says the Franciscan Convents of 
Santa Evangelic, or Convents Grande of San Francisco de Mexico, furnished the Missions of New 
Mexico; the College of Zacatecas, those of Durango and Chihuahua; the colleges of Santiago of 
Guadalajara, and of Santa Cruz of Querétaro, those of Sonora, Sinaloa, and Nayarit; the College 
of San Fernando, Mexico, those of Alta California, and the College of Guadelupe of Zacatecas, 
those of Tamaulipas, Taraubumaras and Texas. The other Missionary Colleges and Convents of 
the Indians of these districts were those of Guadalajara, Durango, and Zacatecas, of the 
Dominicans; the Augustinas had, also, similar convents in the same cities; the Mercedarias had 
similar institutions in Guadalajara, Zacatecas, Aguas Calientes and Colima; the Carmelitas are in 
Guadalajara; the Jesuits one each in Guadalajara, Zacatecas, Mexico, Valladolid, Durango, 
Chihuahua, and Paras; the Iuaninos one each in Guadalajara, Zacatecas, Durango, Colima, and 
Aguas Calientes; and the Belimatas one in Guadalajara. The Franciscans had Convents also in 
Monterey, Monclora and Parras; they seem to have furnished from the time of Cortés most of the 
Missions of New Spain and Central America. 


The author of the work “Travel, in the Western Cordilleras of Mexico, 1 vol. 8vo. San 
Francisco, 1857," which gives much useful information on all the States of Pacific Mexico, says 
there are ten national colleges in the Republic, one in each capital of its bishoprics; of these, six 
are in Mexico city, to wit: San Ildefonso, San Gregorio, San Juan de Letran, the School of 
Medicine, the College of Mining, and the Military College. There are three large libraries in 
Mexico city; that of the Cathedral, with 13,000 volumes and many valuable unedited manuscripts; 
that of the University, 3,000 volumes; that of San Gorgonio, with over 11,000 volumes; and that 
of San Juan Lateran, with about 11,000 volumes. Besides, there were the libraries of the old Jesuit 
Convent of San Pedro y San Pablo, and the different convent libraries scattered throughout the 
city of Mexico, and throughout the different cities of the Republic. It is not known how these 
institutions were affected by the Juarez Government of 1862, when all the church properties were 
confiscated and sold. Many of the Indian names of the Mexican cities and towns existing will be 
found to have a most remarkable similitude in sound to the names of mission rancherias in 
California, as may be seen in the Indianology. 
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The Printing-Press in Mexico 


Father Gonzales, of Santa Barbara, informed me (1861) that in 1819 there were only three 
printing presses in Mexico city, and printing was very costly. In 1821 the first printing-press 
appeared in Guadalajara, and in 1831 the first in Pueblo City. But the Mexico city presses had 
existed for over 250 pears, and produced many valuable works of history, science, and 
periodicals—and publications of grammars, catechisms, and dictionaries of the Indian languages 
of Mexico, all of which are now very scarce. The above-named Convents all contain great 
quantities of unedited manuscript works. 
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The Ancient Indian Fortifications in the Vicinity of Altar, Sonora 


Note of 25 Aug., 1862.—in the second series of the Indianology, vide FARMER of 28 Dec., 
1860, appears a notice from the Sonora correspondent of the San Francisco Bulletin, on the 
trincheras, or fortifications of the ancient Indians, near Arituaba, about twenty leagues easterly 
from the town of Altar. An intelligent Mexican, who had lived in these parts several years as a 
trader and gambusino, informed me a few days ago that he had often passed by the Trincheras 
(not Princhera) described before. They are on a cattle hacienda, or farm, called Las Alamitas, and 
though not described in books, are well known to the people of North Sonora. They are not far 
from the high-road of the muleteers, and there is very little water in the vicinity. The fortifications 
are on a high stony hill, and commence near the base by a circle or wall surrounding or 
circumvallating the entire hill or cerro. These circumvallations are separated by a distance of 
about 30 to 50 feet apart, and continue in the same way, girdling the sides to near the top of the 
cerro, and are able to hold thousands of people, as described. Each wall is higher than a man's 
body, and broader than a man can spread his hands, or say 2 yards thick or broad, and 3 yards 
high. Each wall has its ingress and its egress door or opening, which enters the next inclosure. The 
openings of the second and following inclosures (to the number of forty or fifty) are not opposite 
those of the first; but you enter on several yards of the inclosed spaces before you come to the 
“next portals,” or doors. this makes it like a labyrinth, and probably similar to those of Peru and 
some parts of Central America, figured in several late traveler's works. The walls are well 
constructed of large stones dug from the hill, but without cement, and were without doubt 


constructed for the purposes of defense. The country people say they were found in the same state 
as they now remain, at the time of the Conquest, three hundred years ago. Water is said to be 
found in abundance within for thousands of people, and piles of loose stones remain to attest the 
use of the Trincheras in war-defense. This curious and highly interesting work of the ancient 
Indian empire, deserves a more thorough investigation from American archeologists. The Indians 
of the vicinity, who were subjected at the time of the Conquest, knew nothing at all of their 
builders. 


The Indians of Los Angeles County, by Hugo Reid 


It may interest our readers to know that a complete set of his series may be found in the bound 
files of the Los Angeles Star, now existing in the library of the A/ta California newspaper office, 
as we are informed by Mr. John McElroy, editor of the Santa Cruz Sentinel, who in 1851 
established the Star. 


11th Vol. Railroad Surveys 


This volume, published in 1861, and distributed by Congress in 1862, contains the complete 
maps, plans and charts of the entire surveys of all the routes. It is accompanied by splendid 
engraved illustrations of the Great Basin country, valuable geographical and bibliographical 
memorials of the compiler, Lieut. G. K. Warren. 


Dr. J. G Kohl’s History of the Discovery and Exploration of the Pacific and Atlantic Coasts of 
the U. S. from 1500 to 1860. 


This work, a continuation of the same in the U. S. Coast Survey Reports, has been lately 
published in London, and is a work of faithful research. The notes on Cartography are particularly 
valuable. 


The Mohave Desert 


In passing up this string of valleys, which ran nearly due east and west, I noticed, extending 
along the north side and near the foot of the low hills that bound them on that hand, a sort of dike 
or mound, which being in such an unusual place, curiosity led me to examine with care. Puzzled 
at first to account for it, I finally concluded it must have been a ditch dug for carrying water to the 
fields of some people who had inhabited these valleys at an early day. What tended to confirm this 
opinion was the shape of the work, which, being from 4 to 15 feet high, had a more extended 
slope upon the lower with a steeper pitch upon the upper side, just as would have been given if 
fashioned by the engineer’s art. Opposite the little ravines coming down from the hills, the 
embankment seemed to have been elevated and considerably strengthened, because, as I said in 
explanation of this feature, these were used as reservoirs, showing how very ingenious were these 
primitive races in the construction of their waterworks. What seemed only probable, was amply 
established, when, after following this strange excavation for several miles, I came at length to a 
little spring, which trickling down, had actually filled up one of these suppositious reservoirs and 
a portion of the ditch for a considerable distance. What could be more conclusive as to the uses for 
which this noble work was originally designed! To be sure, there were in these valleys no remains 
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of dwellings or other marks of civilized life. But then, these might have been covered up by 
alluvial deposits, which the archeological labors, soon to be instituted, would be sure to reveal. 
Satisfied with my conclusions, and not a little proud at the astuteness I had manifested in thus 
straightening the thing out, I journeyed on to the Gorman Ranch, where, espying the rains of an 
adobe building, and inquiring what had caused its overthrow, I was told it was the work of an 
earthquake, which some four or five years ago had thrown it down, killing a woman who was 
inside at the time, and doing a great deal of other mischief, besides heaving up the ground into a 
ridge, “as I might have noticed coming along!” I refrained from urging upon my informant the 
theory of the water ditch as better explaining the probable cause of the phenomena.—[San 
Francisco Bulletin, July, 1862.] 


The Colorado Gold Fields 


The recent discovery of the placers on the Colorado, confirm the traditions and accounts of the 
Jesuit and Franciscan Missionaries of Sonora and California. In 1736, the Planchas de Plata of 
Arizona were discovered and many millions of silver obtained. In 1770, the gold placers of 
Cienieguilla yielded immense treasures to the gambusinos. Both these mineral deposits are on a 
longitudinal line with those of the Colorado mines, from which they are only distant about 200 
miles. The Gila placers in every probability will prove rich, not only in gold, but in silver and 
mercury, as the Indians have often detailed to the Catholic priests. The new district is the same 
marked on Maj. Emory's Mexican Boundary Survey Map of 1858 as “unexplored”—that 1s, 
hitherto it has been a terra incognita. It is bounded by the Colorado on the west, by the Colorado 
Chiquito on the north, by the Gila river on the south, and by the Sierra Madre of New Mexico on 
the east. The country on the maps is traversed by Bill Williams! Forks, and the rivers San 
Francisco, Salado, Prieto and Azule. The particular gold district|just opened is immediately below 
Williams’ Fork, and is only reached through deserts and dry mountains; but in the uplands of the 
district, north and east, it is said by trappers to be well watered and full of the remains of ancient 
cities of the New Mexico pueblo class, particularly on the head |waters of the rivers Salado and 
San Francisco. All the maps of this section are incorrect. When the dry districts are passed, a 
splendid sheep and cattle range is reached, which the officers of the railroad survey describe as 
eminently worthy of settlement. It was the seat of the ancient Toltican civilization, according to 
some writers. in fact, the whole of this portion of Western New Mexico and Southeastern Utah are 
full of Indian ruins and pueblo Indian villages, of which very little is known to the public.—[a. s. 
T.] 


California Documents in Bavaria 


A communication from your excellent Bavarian correspondent, dated Munich, mentions the 
fact (well known to scholars before) of the immense store of literature to be found in the Royal 
Library of that city; but very few are aware that valuable manuscripts and old printed works 
relating to California, were extant in this celebrated library of Bavaria, which country in the 
seventeenth and eighteenth centuries furnished great numbers of learned priests for the Catholic 
Missions in Lower California, Sonora, and other parts of Mexico. 


The liberal offer of your correspondent to forward information from the Library, connected 
with California and Mexico, is one to be appreciated by every well wisher to our State. Your 
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correspondent would indeed make a most valuable contribution to California literature, if be 
could forward for publication a catalogue of all the works on the California and Pacific Mexico, 
particularly the more early works, between 1650 and 1790—noting the number of volumes, 
author's names, place and date of publication, the language each is written in, the number of 
pages, and if printed or in manuscript. Clavijero, in his History of California of 1789, written in 
Italian, mentions that Father Jacobo Begert, of Bavaria, published a history of California in 
German, at Munich, in 1772, which is very little known outside of his country, and has become 
very scarce—not a copy of which, I am satisfied, is to be found in this State. 


All that is known of history completely refutes the idea of your correspondent that the Jesuit 
priests ever sent one dollar of gold or silver from the Californias to Rome, or any other 
country.—[A. s. T., San Francisco Bulletin June. 17, *62.] 


The Old, Old People of California 


There were giants once on this coast, all the denials of savans and doubters notwithstanding. 
Not less than four well-known cases have been noted of the discovery of the remains of the giant 
Californians of the Sierra Nevadas—to wit; First, a skull-bone was found in Trinity county in 
1856; second, in Tuolumne county, in 1860, a thigh-bone and skull of a man 12 feet high; third, 
discovered near Jacksonville, in Southern Oregon, in May, 1862, a pair of human jaw-bones of 
the immense breadth of 7 inches; and fourth, discovered, in 1762, near the Mission of San Ignacio 
de Kadakaman, in latitude 28? N., on the Pacific coast of Lower California, the vertebrae, skull, 
ribs, etc., of a man 11 feet in height, which were found by one of the old Jesuit priests. These 
accounts, with several others on the human fossils of California and Mexico, as disinterred by the 
gold miners with their wonder-working water-machinery, may be found in the “Notes on the 
Indians of California,” now in the course of publication in the FARMER of San Francisco. Such 
remains of the ancient races ought to be preserved. The skull or other remains of a giant 12 feet 
high, is worth its weight in gold, in London or Paris.—[a. s. T., San Francisco Bulletin] 
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The Great Valley of the Colorado 


Le Roux, on his return from California to New Mexico, in May 1854, traveled up the Rio 
Verde. He says the river banks were covered with the ruins of stone houses and regular 
fortifications, which seem to be the work of civilization, but have not been occupied for centuries. 
These ruins are built on the most fertile portions of the valleys. The walls are solid masonry, of 
rectangular form, from ten to fifteen feet in height. Some of the buildings are two and three stories 
in height, with loop-holes for defense. The stones are cut from 14 to 16 inches in length, and from 
6 to 12 inches in width. On the Rio Colorado Chiquito there are buildings constructed of stone of 
great size, and have evidently been carried a long distance from the quarries, but by what means is 
not known. 


On one of the tributaries of Bill Williams’ Fork of the Colorado are found in the rocks quite a 
number of caves in the shape of ovens, opening towards the stream. Their origin is evidently 
volcanic. They have been artificially and rather artistically plastered. Some of the larger rooms 
were divided by partitions into separate compartments; the walls are laid with care; these are 
named Casnino Caves, after a tribe of Indians that roam over this region. 


On the Aztec Pass are old ruins of a tower in the form of an ellipse, and partitions dividing it 
into three apartments. Nearly all the valleys of the tributaries of the Gila contain marks of 
acequias, or water ditches, and signs of cultivation. The old Zuni ruins are located on the very top 


of the Sierra Madre. Lieut. Whipple says that many of the houses and fortifications are well built; 
figured and colored fragments of pottery are found in abundance, also, obsidian arrow heads, and 
stone axes; this was probably one of the seven cities described by Coronado as being located 
within four leagues of each other, and within the kingdom of Cibola. 


At the junction of the Gila and Rio San Pedro, there are several circular and stone bastions; 
they bear evidence of having been built with much skill. On Bill Williams’ Fork of the Colorado 
there are some very extensive ruins; the walls are perfect to the height of 6 or 8 feet; vertical, 
straight, and smooth. Some of these old buildings are 800 feet in circumference. The smooth faces 
of the rocks in all parts of the country are covered with hieroglyphics, paintings and designs. 
These ruins are many of them so ancient that the traditions of the present race do not reach them. 


Says Lieut. Whipple “We have now passed the ancient country of Cibola, described by Marco 
de Nica in 139, and Coronado in 540. We have seen much to verify the accuracy of their journals. 
The relation of Coronado, regarding the people of Cibola, is, for the most part, applicable to the 
Zunians of the present day. The city which he calls Granada, is Zuni itself." 


Among the ancient ruins of fortifications upon Pueblo Creek and elsewhere, erected previous 
to the conquest of Mexico by Cortés, were found cedar beams or ties, which remain nearly 
perfect. There is no appearance that any sharper implement was used in cutting and dressing them 
than stone axes. A specimen now deposited in the Smithsonian Institute, was procured at the ruins 
of El Moro, where are Spanish inscriptions, dated 1606, testifying to the existence of these ruins 
at that early period, 255 years ago. 


The Pimos, Zunis and Pueblos are the remnants of the once powerful tribe over which 
Montezuma ruled, or the true descendants of the Aztec race. They adhere to the same forms and 
ceremonies in worship, and there is a tradition among them that they are the true descendants of 
Montezuma. Their religion is peculiar; they say there is but one God, but that Montezuma is his 
equal. Inferior to them is the sun, to whom they smoke and pray. The moon they say, is the 
younger sister of the sun, and the stars are their children. All are worshiped. Besides these is the 
great snake, to whom, by order of Montezuma, they are to look for life. Near the city of Zuni isa 
sacred spring, surrounded by high walls, out of which no animal must be allowed to drink; it has 
ever been held sacred to the rain god. They cultivate their crops without irrigation, depending 
altogether upon rain. They perform certain ceremonies once each year around this spring, 
believing that if they neglect this duty the rains would cease. They cleanse it annually with ancient 
vases, which are then placed upon the walls of the spring, never to be removed. The flog, tortoise 
and rattlesnake, represented upon the vases, are sacred to Montezuma. He is the patron saint of the 
place, and would consume by lightning any sacrilegious hand that should dare to take these relics 
away. 


Le Roux says that he was told by a priest in California that the Colorado Indians were Aztecs, 
driven from Mexico at the conquest by Cortés. 


Alarcón in his memorable trip up the Colorado river, in 1540, says he met tribes of Indians 
that spoke the same language as his interpreters, who accompanied him from the city of Mexico. 


The number of Indians now inhabiting the valley of the Colorado does not exceed 10,000, of 
whom the Mohave, Yumas, and Pah Utes, are the principal ones. 
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The Maricopas and Pimos are located on the Gila and Moquis, and Pueblos on the head of the 
Rio del Lino. The Painted Desert is north of Bill Williams’ Fork of the Colorado.—[A/ta 
California, May 1862.] 
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The Pimos and Maricopas 


In glaring contrast with the Apaches are the Indian tribes whose names adorn the heading of 
this paragraph. In my former letter I gave you an account of the separation between the Maricopas 
and the Yumas; their reception by the Pimos, and some other facts of note, and will now redeem 
my promise by describing a courting match and marriage, and a funeral ceremony, together with 
such other matters as may prove interesting to your readers. When a Maricopa brave is inclined to 
become a benedict, he paints his face in the most killing manner he knows how, dresses himself in 
all his finery, and promenades the village in quest of a wife. All the marriageable girls take due 
notice and govern themselves accordingly, likewise painting their faces and casting the most 
coquettish glances at the lonely savage. Having selected one of the young offerers, he “shines up 
to her,” which is immediately perceived by the shrewd old squaws who happen to be her relatives, 
and when the evening comes, at which time he is expected to call on the lady of his choice, the 
house is well filled with her male and female relatives and immediate friends. Not at all abashed, 
and expecting this sort of thing, the lover enters carefully, stepping clear of the prostrate dusky 
forms which line his path, and takes his seat near the object of his attachment who sits in a remote 
corner, looking as sheepish as possible. There they sit, cheek by jowl, talking and whispering to 


each other, while all the rest in the room pretend not to see them, until past midnight, when, if she 
concludes to accept him, he either remains all night, or she leaves the house in his company; but if 
she declines, he goes out alone. The next day the accepted lover hides himself all day from the 


gaze of everybody, and that night he receives his wife alone. The marriage is thus completed 


without any fuss or feathers, and no one but the parties immediately interested have a word to say 
in the matter. Little or no difference exists between the Maricopa and Pinto usages in this respect; 
although there is a material discrepancy in their funeral ceremonies. 


When a Maricopa dies a large funeral pyre is made, and every article the deceased possessed 
while living, is placed upon it with the corpse. All his clothing of every description; his horse or 
horses; all his poultry; all his wheat or other crops; his bows and arrows; in fine, every article of 
any kind whatsoever—the fire is put and all reduced to ashes, which are then cast to the winds, 
amidst howlings and lamentations which last one day and one night. You may suppose that the 
death of a man is the signal for the complete impoverishment of his family, which insures their 
deepest and most unfeigned grief, while it destroys that pleasurable anticipation said to be 
common in England among elder sons who impatiently wait to *step into the shoes of their 
fathers." 


The Pimos do not burn, but bury their dead, taking care, however, to bury all their worldly 
goods with them. The reason for this marked difference of custom is traced to the difference in 
their respective religious beliefs, an account of which I will now endeavor to give: 


The Pimos believe in a strange mixture of Christianity after the Roman form, and paganism; 
the mixture being attributable to the fact, that the Jesuit fathers, to whom they are indebted for 
their Christian teachings, as well as their semi-civilization, never broke rudely upon the existing 
superstitions of the savage tribes among whom they planted missions, but endeavored to wear 
them away by degrees; and to this end, allowed them to retain a few of their more appreciated 
pagan-isms, which were singularly blended with Christian teachings. Thus, it is not uncommon to 
find the history of the crucifixion connected and mixed up with some of their own traditions, 
leaving a strangely chaotic jumble of religious ideas and notions among the people, which have 
not been improved by the lapse of a century without religious instruction of any kind. The Pimos 
believe in two separate and distinct eternal issues—a God and a devil; the Spirit of Good and the 
Spirit of Evil; each of which is equally just toward, but at enmity with each other. The former of 
these spirits lives in heaven, among the clouds in some unknown expanse beyond their 
comprehension, and troubles himself but little with the affairs of this world; although receiving 
these who die, after having led just lives, and locating them in happy hunting grounds, the soul 
being accompanied by the body after its total disintegration in the earth. The Spirit of Evil is 
supposed to dwell here among men, and to take note of all their acts, but without interfering in 
any way. They believe, if a body is suitably buried, it will go to heaven; but if left disinterred, it 
will remain like the ghost of Hamlet's father, restless and unhappy until its crimes shall have been 
expiated. 


The Maricopas also believe in two essences but with some modifications. They say that God 
created the earth, peopled it and came here to live among men. He took up his residence on the top 
of a high hill in Mexico, surrounded by a chosen people whom he named “Moctezuma” or 
“Montezuma,” while the devil had possession of a considerable portion of the earth. That after a 
long time the devil and his people prevailed and killed God, whose hands and feet they cut off, 
and pierced his side with a spear; but that after some days he arose from the dead and ascended 
into heaven where he now dwells; while his chosen people were scattered into fragments and 
dispersed all over the earth; but that the time will come when all will be reunited and God again 
take possession of the earth, driving out the devil into an unknown and trackless region. They also 
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aver that if a body be buried it will go to heaven and wander there homeless until the 
reorganization of the people of God; but that if it be burned it will remain upon this earth with the 


devil, doing pretty much as it did in the flesh, until the return T 
gathered to its people. On account of this belief they resort to i 


God when it will be again 


cremation and worship the devil, 


paying him all their adoration as the immediate Divinity upon whose bounty they are dependent 
and whose chastisement they dread. You will perceive what a strange melange this is of Judaism, 
Christianity and Paganism. They claim to be of the family of “Moctezumas,” and say the Pimos 
are a branch of the same. They also name several Indian tribes, some of them in California, who 


they declare to be “Moctezumas.”—[Alta California June, 1862 


437 


] 


Vol. XXIX April 10, 1863 No. 7 


California Notes 


BY ALEX. S. TAYLOR 


THE INDIANOLOGY OF CALIFORNIA 
FOURTH SERIES 


No. 129 of whole Series; continued from the FARMER of April 3, 1863. 


The Gold Production since June, 1848—In our estimate of the amount of Gold produced in 
California from 1848 to 1861, vide FARMER 13 Feb. 1863, a slight mistake crept in, which will be 
readily discovered by the reader in the grand total therein summed up. It should read “California 
one thousand millions, and not one hundred millions. This small sum of 900 millions having been 
so readily spent, an error of figures will be as readily forgotten.—1 March, 1863. 


In the preparation of our indianology Notes, typographical and grammatical errors were 
unavoidable, and our tautologies are frequent, from accidents, delays, and pre-occupations. Our 
work is only in the shape of notes, fragments, and memoranda, which being of great value for 
reference, without such connecting links would be lost. Our distance from the office of 
publication during the period from inception to conclusion, and want of time and strict devotion, 
is our only excuse for faulty language and Method. | 


Note of December, 1862 


The Upheavals and Dynamic Changes East of the Sierra Nevada.—Ives’ Colorado expedition 
of 1857-8. Dr. J. S. Newberry, the Geologist of Ives' Expedition of 1858 (lately, May, 1861, 
issued by Congress) makes the following remarks on the dynamic changes of the basin of the 
Colorado and of the Pacific domain, and which so far as they go. confirm the inferences made by 
the author in the notes contained in the Four Series, of the indianology, and in the California 


journals since 1851. The report of Newberry is one of the most valuable geological memoirs 


within the range of English literature, and is contained in the volume above-named, which is 
profusely illustrated: the contents of the work are of the highest value to the miners of California. 


The volcanic phenomena of modern date, exhibited on so grand a scale in the Cascade 
Mountains, and so fully described (by Dr. N.) in the 6th vol. of Railroad Reports, together with 
those of Mt. San Francisco, Mt. Taylor, the Raton, and a multitude of similar peaks scattered 
throughout the country embraced in the range of the Sierra Nevada and Rocky Mountains, prove 
that the forces which have elevated these great systems have at various points, continued to act 
even up to the present time. The earthquakes that still prevail upon the Pacific Coast, and the 
recent oscillations of level of which it bears record, are phenomena of similar import. With those 
before cited, they lead us to infer that the origin of the mountain chain, covering such an immense 
area in the far west, is not to be referred to one or two remote parvsysms, but to the operation of 
an incessant and long-continued action, commencing anterior to the Paleozoic period and 
continued to the present epoch; and that even now, this shaken and ever-changing region has not 
reached a period of repose. 


The Big Canon of the Colorado 


This wonderful and sublime feature of the California aspects is made by Ives over three 
hundred miles in length. It commences near the mouth of Diamond river (which is 111 miles from 
the Mohave river) under latitude 35? 45’, and longitude of G. 113? 24’, at an elevation of 1426 
feet above the sea, and runs through the table lands of from 4 to 8,000 feet elevation into the 
south-eastern frontiers of Utah territory bordering on the new Colorado territory, where it is in 
both those territories represented by its most northern branches called Green and Grand rivers. 
The Cafion lies altogether within the 1852-territory of New Mexico and the ante-1850 territory of 
Alta California, and is about 70 miles from the eastern boundary line of the State of California, or 
say 250 miles by road from Los Angeles. The walls of the Cafion, or properly in our language it 
ought to be Kanyon, rise from the river edge from one thousand to five thousand feet in height, in 
all sorts of columnar shapes, confirming the accounts of Coronado's Expedition of 1540, with 
which it is a pity Ives was not more familiar, and representing some of the most sublime and 
awful of earth's aspects. In Farnham's travels there is a short account of a trapper's tradition, 
before 1840, of a voyageur having descended the cafion from its commencement in the western 
levels of the Rocky Mountains and floated down its entire length with wonder and trepidation. 
The features of the Colorado basin and of the Pueblo Indian towns of New Mexico seem to have, 
undergone but little physical change since 1540, or the epoch of the expeditions of Cabrillo, 
Alarcón, Coronado, Marcos de Nisa, etc; that is within the limited comparison of all who have 
traveled those portions of the country. 


The Lost Moqui Pueblos 


These half civilized remnants of the Toltec or ancient races of the north, were, after 300 years' 
search, accurately located by Ives. They are about 90 miles north of the Little Colorado, the Flax 
river of Coronado, and under lat. 35? 47’, and long. 110? 43’, at an elevation of over 6,000 feet 
above the sea. They are seven in number, and on Ives' map are inclosed within a circuit of 30 
miles; that is, only half a day's distance of each other, on the flat Mesas, of the vicinity. They are 
named by Eglofstein, who was topographer to the expedition, in his splendid map, given in the 
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work, as follows, counting from the west; 1, Oraybe; 2, Shungopawee; 8, Mooshanave, or neh; 4, 
Shapalawee; 6, Hualpee (or Guelpee); 8, Seechomahwee; 7, Tegua, which is the last, furthest east, 
and most populous. They have large flocks of black sheep, and showed a musket of very ancient 
pattern. They are similar in habits and buildings to the people of Zuni, who are distant from them 
only about 100 miles to the Southeast, while the Navajos, their enemies, are about the same 
distance (at Fort Defiance) towards the northeast. Ives does not state their numbers, and his 
account of them is very meager and deficient, but agrees with that of Walker, in 1850. They 
cultivate a little cotton, a fact stated by Coronado, in 1540, and altogether, the people seem to be 
in the same condition now as then. The Hualpais and Yampais are probably with the Mohave, 
affilees with the Moquis, as are probably the tribes near teat Lake. 


The Turquoise, or Chalchuite, of the Aztecs 


Newberry makes the following note, which is exceedingly valuable as an historical link in the 
ancient races of Alta California and Mexico: | 


From the volcanic cones of the Cerrillos (of Galisteo creek, New Mexico, not far 
from Santa Fe) was furnished, a great part, if not e the Chalchuite, so much 
worn for ornament, and so highly prized by the ancient Mexicans. This 
mineral is a variety of turquoise, and is found in vel running through a light 
colored trachyte. The ancient excavations made in search of it are now 
distinctly visible, and seem to have been carried to the depth of two hundred 
feet or more. Several of the Indian tribe, of New Mexico—the Navahos, 
Mohaves, etc., still hold this gem in the highest esteem. The most valued 
possession of Cairook, our Mohave guide, on that route, was a wedge-shaped 
piece of chalchuite, suspended from his nose, as may be seen in his portrait 
elsewhere. | 


In another place Newberry and Ives both note the existence of immense quantities of 
chalcedony, milk quartz, jasper, agate, opalaceous quartz, etc., dnd even beautiful opals, near the 
Big Cafion of the Colorado, in fact all varieties of silicated minerals are there extremely abundant. 
In their vicinity was also found a fossil elephant tooth, which shows that the eastern Mesas were 
once trod by these animals, as well as the valleys of California. 


The facts stated relative to the Turquoise and Jasper have a ven interesting bearing on certain 
passages in Prescot's Conquest of Mexico, and also of the 1540 expeditions of De Niza, Alarcón, 
Coronado, and others, into Alta California, at the epoch of 1540, all of which have a highly 
interesting connection with the country explored by Ives, in T 


The Navajos 


These Indians were also met with by Ives, whose account of them is very brief. Dr. J. 
Letherman, U. S. A., published an account of them, in the Smithsonian Report, for 1855. They are 
rich in sheep and horses, and are a bold and cunning race of Indians, who have got wealthy off 
their neighbors, white and red, in New Mexico. They are doubtless affilees with the Utahs, 
Apaches and Comanchos, of our timed and of the Chichimecos, Othomis, and Aztecs, of the ante- 
Columbian period. The animus of races is not likely to die out ir four centuries. A road runs from 
the Zuni Pueblo to the Gila, via the San Francisco or Solado River, which is probably the old 
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Aztec, or Toltec western route, to pass from north to south, and vice versa; the eastern route may 
have been by El Paso. | 
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Cabrillo's Voyage of 1542 


IN the original of Cabrillo's voyage (vide the Buckingham Smith documents) the old 
navigator says, the Indians of Port Possession, Lower California, near Point Engano, not far from 
San Quentin, had Maize, or, as he spells it, Mahiz, which Prescott says is a Haytien word, as so 
explained in Hernández's Plants of the new world. The Indian Corn was also found by Cabrillo, at 
the Pueblo Canvas, in *35'4 grados, which is in the midst or front of a valley very populous and 
beautiful" (and *very large" in another place) which is doubtless the Saticoy or Santa Clara 
Valley, as there is no other valley of this description here away, and the Indian name of Point 
Mügu, mentioned by him, is known still as the Southern Head Point of the valley. 


The Indians told Cabrillo that three days journey up the valley, there were many people, who 
had “mucho mahiz,” which they call *Oep," also, “muchos Vacas,” which they call Cae, probably 
meaning Buffaloes, which are said to have formerly roamed near San Fernando and San 
Bernardino. | 


In the account of Grijalve's voyages to Yacatan, in 1519, it will be remembered that Pedro 
Alvarado and Christopher de Olid were companions, as related in Prescott's Conquest of Mexico. 
Cabrillo took charge at Navidad, of three ships, which were parts of Alvarado's Expedition of 
1540, to discover the rich countries of California. It is highly probable that Cabrillo was 


companion de voyage with Alvarado and Olid, in the Yacatan and Cuba voyages, which probably 
could be ascertained from the Seville Archives of the times. 


Cabrillo's Santa Barbara, of 1842 


The following names of Rancherias are given in Cabrillo's very full and curious account of 
the discovery of Alta California, lately (1857), for the first time published. He was anchored along 
the coast of Santa Barbara for some 25 days: 


Mugu, Xucer, or Pueblo Canvas, Shucu (near the Rincon), Bis, Sopono, Alloc 
(on rancho Ortega, near the beach), Xabagua, Xocotoc, Cojo or Cojotoc, 
Potoltuc, Nacbue, Quelquimi, Misinajua (near S. Marcos), Mississipone (or 
Pona on Rafel Gonzalez farm), Elquis, Coloc (in the Carpinteria), Xaqua (or 
Sajay?), Anacbue (or Anacarck), Partocae (or Paltocac, the cemetery on the 
mesa of the Goleta farm), Susaguey, Quanmu, Gua, Asimu, Aguin (or the 
beach of Losdlagos), Casaliu (or beach of the Refugio), Tucremu (or beach at 
Arroyo Hondo), Inepupu. 


San Lucas, or Santa Cruz, 18 leagues from Pueblo de Canvas, he called Limu. Its rancherias 
were Nquipos, Maxul, Xuqua, Nitel Macamo, Nimetapel; it was six leagues from the coast, and 
was very populous. Santa Rosa was called Nicalque; it had for rancherias, Niquesesquelua, Poele, 
Pisqueno, Patiquiled, Ninimu, Muoe, Peledquay and Lillibique. San Miguel Island was called 
Ciquimuymer, and had for rancherias, Zaco and Nimilolo. Here Cabrillo died, 3d January, 1543. 
Some of the rancherias still went by these names in 1770 to 1800, as shown by the old priests, and 
confirmed to me by the old Indians, in 1861. San Lucas, which may be Santa Rosa, or Santa Cruz, 
or San Nicholas Island, he also says, had three rancherias, Nichochi, Coycoy, and Estilococo. 


The rancherias near Pt. Galera or Concepción, and north, were Cuncaae or Cacat, Cicauit, 
Ciucut, Opia, Anacot, Opistopea, Maquin, Nanoa, Nocos, Paltatro, Yutuin, Anacoat, Almacoac, 
Olesina, Yacum, Quiman, Paltocac, Micoma, Tohane, Garomisopona; Cuicut was the head people 
near the Cojo Zaxo, or Caco. The country from Pueblo Canvas, near Point Mugu, to Concepción, 
was a province which he called Xucu, and was very populous. Near Point Concepción, a woman 
was the chief Cacique. 


The Indians near Mugu said they had cows further up the valley, which they called Cae, and 
Maize which they called Oep. Probably the cows meant buffaloes, which, by some, are believed 
to have inhabited California in that time. They called the Spaniards Taquimine. Hugo Reid says, 
the islands were called by the Indians of Los Angeles as follows; 1. San Clemente, Kinkipan; 2. 
Santa Catalina or Pineugna. And by the Santa Barbara Indians, the others were called; 3. Santa 
Cruz or Limoh; 4. Santa Rosa or Hurmel; 5. San Miguel, or Fooacan; 6. San Nicholas, or 
Galaehat. The last four went by these names by the Santa Cruz Indians also, who spoke a dialect 
of the Coast languages. See the author's Indian map of South California, from San Francisco to 
Cape San Lucas. In Prof. Geo. Gibbes’ (1863) work, on North Pacific tribes, this map is 
accompanied with an enumeration and localization of the tribes of the South. In connection with 
this reference may be had the Santa Barbara Catechism materials, in possession of Mr. Gibbes, for 
publication. 
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Wild Tobacco 


This is a plant very abundant in the valley of Santa Ynez, and other parts of Santa Barbara 
county. It is a true Nicotiana, and was used by the Indians extensively through all the Mission 
districts, and is still smoked by the wild tribes; it is much milder than the cultivated, and has the 
same shaped leaves, flowers and seed. By pinching off the growing stalks, the leaves become 


larger, and the tobacco better. 


New Mexico and Texas Indians 


Friar Bartolomé García, composed a Catechism or Manual 


, for several tribes inhabiting the 


country to the west and southwest of San Antonio de Texas. These were the Pajalates, Orejones 
Pacoás, Pacaos (or Pecos?), Filijayas, Alasapas, pamanes (or Pames?), Pacahuches, Mescalos, 
pampopas, Tacames, Chapopinee, Venados, Pamaques, Pihniques, Borrados, Semipoas, and 
Manosde Perro (the Dog's feet). This was made in 1769, in quarto, as noted in the Museo 


Mexicanos, 3d vol., of 1835 (?). These were probably also the 
portions of Chihuahua, Coahlahuila, Zacatecas, San Luis Potos 


generally served from the colleges of Zacatecas and Querétaro. | 
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Santa Barbara Indians—Names of their Rancherias 


The following are the names of the Indian camps, or rancherias, which are taken from the 
books of the Mission of Santa Barbara, commenced in 1786 by Fathers de la Suen, Antonio Patera 
and Christoval Oramus, to wit: Guainonost, Sissábanonase, Jaynaya near the Mission site, 
Salpilel on the Patera ranch, Eljiman near the windmill of same farm, Huelemin Geliac near the 
little island of same farm, Inojey, Tequepis near San Marcos—very populous; Humalija, Cascile 
(of Refugio); Lintja, Miguihui (y Dos Pueblos); Lisuchu, Masohal (in island of Santa Cruz); Gelo 
(the islet of Patera); Cuyamus, or meso; Lagcay, or Laco; Cinihuay (Los Gatos) Cajpilili; 
Missopeno, or Sopone; Majalayghua, near Los Prietos; Coloc, near the Rincon, or at Ortegas; 
Alcax, in La Goleta; Hunxapa, Alwathalama (estero of Goleta); Sayokinck, near Rio Burro; 
Calahuasa (Santa Ynez); Snihuax, Huililoc, Yxaulo, Anejue, Sisuch Cajats, Lugups; Alican, or 
Canada Ma. Ignacio; Sasuagel, in Sta. Cruz Island; Gleuaxcuqu, Chiuchin, Laycayamu; 
Nanahuani, of Santa Cruz Is; Eljman, or Lan Marcos; Sihuicom. Men's names: Cataqu, Mumijant, 
Napaita, Camilajtee, Umpüm, Hucahuil, Axamuat, Mishuyet, Xalicomaxuit, Sanapatset, 
Nayayatsit, Setchuoyot, Salziamuset, Sagimunatsee, Xaliyasee. The name of their great cemetery 
was called Partocae, or Paltocae, on the Mesa of the sea, near the Asphaltum beds, of Goleta. 
Chapulis, or Grasshopper, was called Tue; the Condor, Pugawek; the Antelope, Chiulu; and the 
Elk, Shewy. Some accounts of these tribes may he seen in Constanzos Exploring Journey of 1770, 
who had with him Padre Junípero. Their language seems to have been the same as at the time of 
Cabrillo's visit, in October 1542. 


The Name of California 


By Ed. E. Hale. 


The following article from the Proceedings of the American Antiquarian Society, at the semi- 
annual meeting of the body held at Boston 30th April 1862, will be found curious and interesting: 


My attention was accidentally directed a few weeks since, to what I think will prove the origin 
of the name of California, as applied to the peninsula so known. So far as I have seen, this account 
of the origin has escaped the attention of the historians; but I take the liberty of mentioning it to 
the Society, that I may ask if any of the chroniclers of California have alluded to it. 


The name of California was given by Cortés, who discovered the peninsula in the year 1535. 
For the statement that he named it we have the authority of Herrera. It is proved, I think, that the 
expedition of Mendoza, in 1532, did not see California: it is certain that they gave it no name. 
Humboldt saw in the archives of Mexico, a statement in manuscript, that it was discovered in 
1526; but for this there is no other authority. It is certain that the name does not appear till 1535. 


It is in the worthless romance of the Sergas of Esplandian, the son of Amadis of Gaul—a book 
long since deservedly forgotten—that there is to he found, I believe, the source from which the 
adventurers transferred the name of “California” to the new region of their discovery. Towards the 
close of this romance, the various Christian knights assemble to defend the Emperor of the Greeks 
and the city of Constantinople against the attacks of the Turks and Infidels. On this occasion, in a 
romance published first in 1510-25 years before Cortés discovered the American California—the 
name appears, with precisely our spelling, in the following passage: 


Sergas, eh. 157.—Know that on the right hand of the Indies, there is an island 
called California, very near to the Terrestrial Paradise, which was peopled 
with black women, without any men among them, because they were 
accustomed to live after the fashion of the Amazons. They were of strong and 
hardened bodies, of ardent courage, and of great force. The island was the 
strongest is the world, from its steep rocks and great cliffs. Their arms were 
all of gold; so were the caparisons of the wild beasts which they rode, after 
having tamed them; for in all the island there is no other metal. They lived in 
caves very well worked out; they had many ships in which they sailed to Other 
parts to carry on their forays. ** 


In this island, called California, are many griffins, on account of the great 
savageness of the country, and the immense quantity of wild game to be found 
there. *** 


Now, in the time that those great men of the Pagans sailed [against 
Constantinople] with thee. great fleets of which I have told you, there reigned 
in this island of California, a queen, very large of body, very beautiful, in the 
prime of her years, desirous to achieve great things; strong, brave, eager, and 
of good courage—more than any of those who had before this held her 
kingdom. And, hearing tell how the greater part of the world was moving 
against the Christians, not knowing what sort of thing the Christians were, 
and having no knowledge of other countries but those which were near her 
own; desiring to see the world and its various races; thinking that, with the 
great power which she and her people could bring, of all that they gained, she 
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would, from her strength and rank, obtain the greater part—she talked with 
all those who were skillful in war, and told them that it would be well if, 
embarking in their greatest fleets, they followed in the way in which so many 
great princes and lords were following. Animating and encouraging them, she 
set before them the great honors and inducements which such a coarse offered 
them; above all, showing them how much more fame they would gain through 
all the world than if they remained in this Island, where, doing only what 
their grandmothers did, they were only buried alive—living like those who 
were dead; passing their days without fame or glory, as the brute beasts do. 


By these persuasions she induces them to Join in the attack on Constantinople; and they sail 
with 50 griffins, to act as a sort of flying armored squadron under their orders. The name of this 
queen is Calafia. Arrived at the war, she fights with Norandel, the brother of Amadis; and 
afterwards, being overcome by the great hero Amadis himself, she is taken prisoner. In the 
Christian court she is converted to Christianity, and marries Talanque, nephew of Amadis, and son 
of Galaor, with whom she got back to California, promising to abolish its Amazonian customs. 
The griffins prove poor allies; preferring to attack the naked Turks, and leaving the Greeks in their 
armor. The name “California” thus appears in three distinct passages in the history. 


This romance, as I have said, is believed to have been printed first in 1510. No copies of this 
edition, however, are extant. But, of the edition of 1519, a copy is preserved; and there are copies 
of successive editions of 1521, 1525, and 1526, in which last year, two editions were 
published—one at Seville, and the other at Burgos. All of these are Spanish. 


It follows almost certainly, that Cortés and his followers, in 1535, must have been acquainted 
with the romance; and, as they sailed up the west side of Mexico, they supposed they were 
precisely at the place indicated— "in the right hand of the Indies.” It will be remembered also that, 
by sailing in the same direction, Columbus, in his letters to the sovereigns, say., “he shall be 
sailing towards the Terrestrial Paradise." We need not suppose that Cortés believed the romance 
more than we do; though we assert that he borrowed a name from it to indicate the peninsula he 
found “on the right side of the Indies, near to the Terrestrial Paradise.” If it is necessary to analyze 
very carefully his motive for borrowing a name from a romance then so generally known, it will 
be enough to say, that this romance credited the “Island of California,” with great treasures of 
gold; and that it placed it very near the East Indies, in quest of T all the adventurers of that 
time were sailing. 


After 1542, no edition of the Sergas of Esplandián was printed in Spain, as far as we know, till 
1575; and after that of 1587, none for 270 years more. The re-action had come. When the curate 
burned the books of Don Quixote, he burned this among the rest; he saved Amadis of Gaul, but he 
burned Esplandián. “We will not spare the son,” said he, “for the| virtues of his father.” These 
words show Cervantes estimate of it as early as 1605. It is not surprising, then, that an ecclesiastic 
like Venegas should not know, in 1758, the wild geography of thé romance two centuries and 
more after it was written. D'Herbelay, the early French paraphraser of this romance, retains the 
whole story of the queen, but transfers the situation of California|to the source of the river 
Borysthenes, near the descent of the Riphean Mountains. 


The only effort to introduce it to modern readers, in any European country, until the recent 
Spanish reprint of 1857, is in the wretched para phrase by Tressan, published in France in the last 
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century. This author, as if to add to the probability of the tale, omits the name “California” in each 
of the passages relating to it; so that, even in his forgotten work, we do not get hold of the lost 
clue. 


The original work is now so rare, that I think the copies in the valuable library of Mr. Ticknor 
are the only ones in Massachusetts. To his invaluable collection, and to that kind courtesy which 
opens it to every student, and illustrates it from the treasures of his own studies, am I indebted for 
all the authorities of value which I am able to cite here. There is no copy of the Esplandián in our 
leading public libraries. In the large public libraries of the city of New York, there is no copy of 
any of these romances, which made the lay literature of the first century after printing was 
invented; but in the small yet well selected library of the Free Academy of New York, and in that 
of Congress, I found the Amadis and Esplandián, in the recent Spanish edition of 1857, edited by 
D. Pascal de Gayangos. 


The Esplandián was written by García Ordofiez de Montalvo, the translator of the Amadis. In 
ascribing to it the origin of the name “California,” I know that I furnish no etymology for that 
word, I have not found the word in any earlier romances. I will only suggest, that the root, Calif, 
the Spanish spelling for the sovereign of the Musselman power of the time, was in the mind of the 
author as he invented these Amazon allies of the Infidel power.—[2 Sept., 1862.] 


The foregoing note on the derivation of the word “California,” abbreviated from the San 
Francisco Bulletin, of 29 Aug., past, seems to us to present the most likely reasons, over anything 
yet given. The old romance of Amadis de Gaul we are sure, however, is alluded to by several of 
the ante-1800 Spanish writers on California. As to the Sergas of Esplandián, by Montaloo, the 
translator of 1510, of the Amadis de Gaul, we are not so certain; still it appears to us “the Sergas" 
is also alluded to in some of the books of the Bibliography of California, which, by the by, run up 
some 700 in number. Mr. Hale has done himself great credit as an historical inquirer, in his 
manner of treating the subject. It is proper to mention here that the Worcester Am. Antiquarian 
Society contains about 100,000 volumes in its library, which is celebrated as containing the most 
valuable works on the Indianology and ancient European civilizations of North America. 
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Early Books in California—Father Begert's History 


In your issue on Friday appears a communication entitled *California Documents in Bavaria," 
in which the writer mentions a history of California written by “Father Begert, of Bavaria, 
published in Munich 1772," which is alluded to by Clavijero in his history of California, and 
which your correspondent thinks is not to be found in this State. Your correspondent will 
doubtless be glad to learn that a copy exists in the Odd Fellow's Library in this city. 


Clavijero says of this work; “Afterwards Father (Jacobo) James Begert, an Italian Jesuit, who 
was seventeen years a missionary in California, having returned to his native country, composed 
in German, and published at Munich in 1772, a new history of that country (Lower California), 
which, although it has a high reputation in Germany, we have not been able to use because it has 
not come to our hands." | 


Clavijero probably spoke of this work from oral accounts which he had received, and so 
naturally fell into two errors, indicated by the two words above italicized. Begert was not an 
Italian, but a German. At page 312 of his book he says: “We were, in all, 16 Jesuits—15 priests 
and I lay brother—6 Spaniards, 2 Mexicans, and 8 Germans.” He then gives the names and birth- 
places of them all, and concludes; “Also myself, from the Upper Rhine.” The work was not 
published at Munich, in Bavaria, but at Manheim, in Baden. | 


It is well known that the Catholic missions to Lower California were founded by the Jesuits. 
But in 1767, as a consequence of the vigorous attempts made about that time to suppress the 
Society of Jesus, the brothers of that order were compelled to cede the missions in Lower 
California to the Franciscans; who, it may be remarked in passing, in the year 1771, in their turn 
ceded these missions to the Dominicans, reserving to themselves Upper California as their field of 
Spiritual conquest. 


Father Begert, being thus driven from his field of labor, returned to Germany, where, finding, 
as he states, the most incredible fables in circulation respecting the productions and wealth of 
Lower California, he published in German a book whose title reads in English as follows: 
“Historical Sketches of the American Peninsula of California, with two appendixes of false 
accounts. Written by a Priest of the Society of Jesus, who lived there many years just past. 
Published with the permission of my superiors. Manheim, 1773." He announces his object to be, 
to refute the false accounts which are current respecting *the mineral riches and pearls of Lower 
California, which had spread from Mexico and Madrid even into Germany," and he describes it as 
“a sterile land of naked rocks and stone-quarries, of sand-hills and stunted bushes, having neither 
wood nor water, with a were handful of inhabitants, but one remove from the beasts of the field." 
The first part contains an account of its natural history; the second part its social history, 
ethnology and linguistic; the third part of civil and religious history. The two appendixes state and 
refute the various accounts furnished by preceding English, French, and Spanish writers on 
California; it being borne in mind that the California of the geographies was at this time only 
Lower California, for no white man lived in Upper California until the year 1769. The volume is a 
small octavo of 358 pages, illustrated with copper-plate engravings, including a map of Lower 
California, the Gulf, the region of Sonora, Sinaloa, the valleys of the Colorado and Gila, and the 
country of the “Barbari Gentiles Apaches.” Upper California, as low as latitude 34 deg. and below 
that of Los Angeles, is laid down as “Terra Incognita.” Localities on the main land sometimes are 
marked with inscriptions like this; “Here, in 1750, Father Tello, a Spaniard, and Father Rhuen, a 
German, both Jesuits, were killed by the Pimo Indians;" or, *Here was the Mission of Guaymas, 
which was destroyed by the apostate Sero Indians:" brief records of the tragedies which 
terminated the hopes, the labors and the lives of those wise, pious and heroic men. 


The Odd Fellows' Library Association, which is exceedingly rich in works illustrating the 
archeology of California, collected with great perseverance upon a systematic plan, succeeded 
last year in importing this work of Begert from Europe at a large price. I understand they are about 
making arrangements to have it translated. J. w. D. [San Francisco Evening Bulletin, June 23, 
1883.] 


California Documents in Bavaria 


California Documents in Bavaria—Hints to the Society of California Pioneers. 


I have just received two numbers of the Steamer Bulletin (June 23d and July 1st), where I find 
two articles entitled “California Documents in Bavaria,” and “Father Begert's History of Lower 
California." I am pleased that the patriotic and learned people in your State have noticed my 
statements about the documents which exist in our city concerning the history and geography of 
California and the other countries on the western coast of the Pacific. Your correspondent 
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“J.C.B.” wishes me to send a catalogue of all the works, printed or manuscripts, on the Californias 
and Pacific Mexico to the San Francisco Bulletin. I shall do so|by and by, and shall translate the 
most remarkable passages of such works. 


At the moment, I have merely time to say a word or two as to the literary collections where the 
documents may be found. There exist two large libraries in our city—the library of the University 
and the library of the State and Court (Staats and Hofbibliother). The former is the old library of 
the University of Ingolstadt, which has sent out many Jesuit missionaries to different parts of the 
world. These missionaries have written many reports, of whichja good part has been printed in 
Ingolstadt. Such old prints are now exceedingly scarce, but there are copies of them in that library. 
The State and Court library is a collection of all the manuscripts and books which were found at 
the Bavarian monasteries at the lime of their secularization in the beginning of the present 
century. Besides these two libraries there exist two archives, the Secret State archive, and the 
House archive, or the archives of the reigning family, with many thousands of manuscripts. Here 
are the most valuable works, letters, and records, but which can merely be copied, provided the 
Bavarian government grants permission. I can procure such permission, and young men may be 
found who are able to copy correctly the documents. These must certainly be paid for. Perhaps 
your legislature may grant a trifling sum for having copied all the documents relating to 
California and the western Pacific coast, not merely in our libraries and archives, but also in those 
of Vienna, Bamberg and some other cities of Germany. In my next I will give you a description of 
the original map of California, by Father Kino or Kuhn, which is in my possession. Father Kuhn, 
before he went to America, was a professor of mathematics at the university of Ingolstadt. 


As to the knowledge of the California mines by the Jesuits, your correspondent, “J. C. B." 
may read Father Begert's History, pp. 77, 78, 82, 353. In the note|on the page 353, he will find the 
following extract from a Spanish work; “de sola la yerba de aquel país iba anualmente un millón 
de pesos fuertes á Roma: Quántos irán de la riquísima California”? Father Begert certainly says 
that “riquisima California" is a shameful lying. We now know better! I am convinced that Lower 
California, Sonora, and Sinaloa are not less rich in gold and silver than Alta California. 


Mexico known to the Chinese 


Speaking about literary matters, I may take the liberty to mention that I have, some years ago, 
shown that Mexico was known to the Chinese under the name of Tusang, as early as the fifth 
century of our era. The small work, in which are printed the extracts out of the Chinese annals 
concerning this historical fact, has been several times translated into English, and has been printed 
in the Knickerbocker of 1846 or 1848. I don't remember correctly the year. If I am correctly 
informed, a Mr. C. G. Leland has lately written some articles on my work in the New York 
Continental Magazine for April and May, 1862, under the title ““Ainte-Norse Discoveries of 
America." 


23. Editor (2015): Joseph Xavier Rodriguez de Arellano (1768) Doctrina de los expulsos extinguida: 
Pastoral que Obedeciendo al Rey, Dirigia a su Diocesis, Ibarra: Montserrat Abbey Library, page 130. 
“Baste saber, que de sola la yerba de aquel país iba anualmente un millón de pesos fuertes 4 Roma. 
Cuántos irán de la riquísima California, y cuántos de lo restante de las|dos Américas?"; Google 
translation: “Suffice it to say, that only the grass that country would annually one million pesos strong to 
Rome. Many shall wax rich California, and many of the remainder of the two Americas?" 
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The foregoing extract, in answer to a note of ours, is from the Munich correspondent of the 
San Francisco Evening Bulletin, of 15 October, 1862. This able writer makes us aware of the 
existence of several other deposits of California ante-1800 literature in the German States, outside 
of Bavaria, not hitherto known to American scholars. It is highly desirable that a catalogue of 
these materials should be given in a California Journal. Some notes on the Chinese discovery of 
Mexico are given in the four series of the Indianology, particularly in the August 1862 numbers of 
the Third Series, which very likely were originally collated from the writings of the Munich 
correspondent of the San Francisco Bulletin. We may fairly, however, challenge the Munich 
savan to show from any truthful record that the Jesuit, or any other Catholic missionaries ever sent 
one hundred dollars in gold or silver metal from the California from 1700 to 1846. We know that 
Begert speaks the truth; no gold or silver were produced in the Californias for export before 1825, 
and thou only a little silver from the Real de San Antonio, near La Paz. The old priests knew of 
the wealth of Arizona before 1725, but only before 1848 suspected the gold deposits of Alta 
California. 
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The Indians of Owens' Lake—and Southwards 


Note—of May, 1862. Since our former notes on these Indians, a war broke out between them and 
the white settlers in April 1862, in which the Indians defeated the whites with the loss of 
several lives. The Indians fought with Minie rifles, muskets, and revolvers, and proved 
themselves no mean foe, to the surprise of the invaders, who had occupied their sowing and 
pastureland with several thousand head of cattle and sheep. 


The Monos, Cosos, and some other tribes occupy the eastern slopes of the Sierra Nevadas, and 
are said to number some four or five thousand souls—the Tataguas, Lagunas, Coruanos and 
Curtakas are other southern tribes of Western New Mexico, bordering on California between the 
Tejon Pass and the River Virgin, some of whom from the following notice are now in San 
Francisco. Very little is known of the ethnological characteristics of these tribes, though the 
Americans have been acquainted with them two or three years. 


“A band of Indian warriors of the Tatagua, Laguna, Coruano, and Curtaka tribes—who inhabit 
a country somewhere on the other side of the Tejon Pass—has just arrived in this city. They 
propose to give a few exhibition of their national customs, the first of which will take place on 
Thursday evening next, in the Music Hall. These “braves” are on their way, we are informed, to 
visit the World's Fair, where they will no doubt present one of the strangest and most interesting 
exhibitions ever witnessed in Europe. They are described to us as being all large, fine-looking, 


and really intelligent men. They will go through a variety of performances, consisting chiefly of 
war and feast dances."—[May, 1862. ] 


It is estimated that the Indians in Owens’ Valley number from six to eight hundred, with about 
a hundred rifles in their hands, which they know how to use. 


The Indians have run off considerable stock, amounting to, probably, 1,000 head.—[Los 
Angeles News.| 


Note—of 2d Sept., 1862. There would appear to be some remains of the ancient Indian earthworks 
in Old Oregon, as set down in the route of Mr. George Gibbes, of 1853, while serving with 
the Pacific Railroad Surveys. These are represented on Map No. 3 of 11th Vol. R. R. Explor. 
of 1861, as an earthwork on the Upper Yakima river, and an old Indian fortification on the 
Atahwan, or west fork of the Yakima, which last is a northern confluent of the Columbia and 
East of the Cascade range. These remains are not far from lat. 464°, long. 121'4°, about 4,000 
feet above the sea, and on a line with Washoe, Coso, and Owens' river. The above maps are 
the only reliable ones of the country west of the Rocky Mountains. Mr. Gibbes is well known 
in the literary world as an eminent Indianologist, and prepared lately a grammar of the above 
named Yakima River Indians, In whose vicinity he resided several years. 


The 1860 and ‘61 Reports of the Commissioners of Indian Affairs, contain valuable 
information on the status of all the Indian tribe, west of the Rocky Mountains. 


Fossil Mollusca in the Upheavals of Santa Barbara 


On the line of the seashore, in the high cliffs or paderones overlooking the beach, may be seen 
in a parallel line of over two miles in length, immense deposits of Lutrerias, Pholides, etc., of the 
burrowing varieties, with Mytilus, Ostrea, and other families of the California Molluscs of the 
present day. The deposits are in many places 50 feet above the beach, on the face of the cliffs, in 
others not more than ten feet. A heavy deposit of rich loamy soil, in some places 4 feet thick, 
covers them. The deposits are in parts three or four feet in diameter, and are evidently an old 
beach upheaval by volcanic and subterranean action. The deposit is situated between the Cafiada 
las Armas and the isleta of the Dos Pueblos rancho—9 miles above Santa Barbara. We think these 
cannot be taken for any Indian camp remains—they are too regular and extensive. Still, from the 
late discoveries of past populations in Denmark and Switzerland, in the Lacustrine deposits, it 
would be a subject of great interest one of these days, to have this immense parallel deposit 
examined for remains of human art. It is evidently the upheaval of the great claystone formations 
under the neighboring sea, which were filled with the boring Mollusca, and also other shells of the 
then beach lines. 


They are immediately on the line of the clay-stones, and have, in places, ten feet of soil over 
them. If these deposits, in a place easily situated for archeological explorations, should show the 
remains of human art and habitations, it will prove the great fact that the race of man existed at the 
epoch of one of the greatest dynamical changes which ever occurred on the earth, as its effects are 
seen all over the State of California, in the immense amount of fossil Mollusca, Phocidae, 
Cetacea, and marine-fish, to be found in every district of the State. 
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New Mexican Item of 1590. one of the expeditions fitted out by the Viceroy and the Convents 
of Mexico (vide Davis el Gringo), to recover possession of the New Mexican Missions after the 
revolt of 1580, and also insurrection of 1680, started from the town of Santa Barbara. It seems 
from late descriptions (1862) that this small town is situated on the Rio Grande, not far from Fort 


Thorne, and nearly opposite Mesilla, where the river is 150 yards wide—its population is about 
700. | 


San Francisco City Archives. These MSS archives which are contained in some twenty large 
bound volumes, are in possession of the City Government. They extend from about the year 1792 
to 1846, and contain valuable historical matter relating to the early settlement and progress of the 
Mission Dolores and the relations of the Spanish and Mexican officials with the Indian tribes, 
wild and Christian, of the bay shores and rivers, for a long series|of years, as well as all relating to 
the European colonization of the same parts, from 1792 to 1846. As we have been informed, some 
of them extend as far back as 1776. | 


Santa Barbara Indians 


Father Jose Sanchez lately also discovered an old catechism ọf the Acts of Faith, etc., of the 
Catholic Church, probably written by Friar Esteran Tapis, in 1815. These, with the Santa Ynz. 
MSS, will make about fifteen octavo pages. 


The San Gabriel Mission Indians, and their Language. Hugo Reid, in his letter of 1851 on 
these Indians (republished in the second series of the Indianology, 1861), says Padre José Maria 
Zalvador reduced this language to grammatical forms (1825), spoke it well, and preached 
sermons in it. He died at the Mission of San Juan Capistrano, about 1830 or 1835; and we have 
little doubt that these curious and valuable philological materiel could be found by properly 
searching for it among the old archives and books remaining in one or the other Mission. 


The Larva-Fly Food of the Indians of the Eastern 


Slopes, near Walker's and Carson Rivers, and Mono and Owens' Lakes. This singular species 
of Indian food is thus described in the Mariposa Gazette of December 1859: 


The Indians, I might say, are friendly, and that is about all, though they have 
not, as yet molested man or beast. They are fine-looking Indians—eyes large 
and projecting, Roman nose, generally stout and healthy. They appear to be 
well supplied with "fly-fruit' (I don’t know what else to call it), which is 
furnished them, as you are aware, by the fly of Mono Lake, and which can be 
seen in swarms and balls upon the Lake at all seasons of the year, except 
winter, busily at work supplying Walla with his regular grub. The fly-fruit is 
gathered about the shores by the Indians, and prepared for use. They store it 
away in baskets underground, till wanted; they then| take it, shake out a 
portion of the dirt, and make soup out of it that lays aver any ox-tail I ever 
struck. The soup is rich and oily. The fruit, before being|cooked, looks like the 
dark China rice. It certainly is a wholesome diet. Indians, dogs, coyotes, and 
everything about the Lake, are as fat as butter, and I am "sum" in a bar fight 
myself. 
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The Beach of Monterey Littered with Fish 


A correspondent of the Sacramento Union, writing on 18 January, 1863, from Monterey, says: 


Our little town was thrown into great commotion last Friday morning, by the 
discovery of a most singular phenomenon. The beach around the bay for more 
than two miles was covered with herring, some alive, some dead, and others in 
the last agonies of death. All were apparently fresh and very fat. Nearly 
everybody in town has eaten of those that were taken from the water alive, 
and I have heard of no sickness from it. The Chinese and other fishermen have 
gathered from 20 to 30 tuns of them, and are engaged drying and salting them 
for market. All the spare teams in town, and the surrounding country, were 
engaged all day Friday and Saturday in hauling fish for manuring gardens, 
orchards, and agricultural fields. Yet there are thousands of loads left, and the 
hauling will probably continue for the greater part of this week. In many 
places they still lie from twelve to fourteen inches thick on the beach, and out 
in the bay may be found acres of them so thick, that whalers find difficulty in 
getting through with their boats. 


Conjecture has been at work to find the cause of this marvelous occurrence, 
but few are satisfied with any solution that has yet been given of it. The oldest 
inhabitants say nothing like it ever occurred within their recollection. 


It is believed by some that these herring, in immense schools, have been 
pursued by whales and sharks from deeper and consequently warmer water, 
and have become chilled in Monterey Bay. A prevailing opinion is, that an 
earthquake, or perhaps an oceanquake, has thrown them into confusion, and 
killed millions of them. A few are suspicious that there was some disease or 
epidemic among them, and hence they refrained from eating any of them, even 
those that are scooped up with baskets, while yet alive, in the bay. 


A similar phenomenon occurred at the same place, in the fall of 1855, which was noticed by 
the writer, in the Monterey Sentinel, at the time. The Crescent City Times, of August 1857, also 
noticed a similar piscatory invasion in that vicinity, in the summer of 1857. About 20 years ago 
(1842) occurred a similar flood of fish, of all kinds known to our waters, along the coast of Santa 
Barbara County, from Conception Point to the Carpentaria, in which the whole beaches were 
piled with dead and dying fish. Many persons who ate of them were made sick. The country 
people could give no reason for this phenomenon, as it occurred in pleasant weather.—[Note 10. 
Feb. 1863.] 
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The Farallones 


Sore particulars relative to those rocky islets, the Farallones—collected from various 
sources—1may interest our readers, particularly as the present is the egg-season, and as an 
important suit has been commenced in the Twelfth District Court involving the right to collect the 
eggs, etc. The Farallones de los Frayles were discovered in 1543 by Bartolomé Ferrelo, who was 
a Portuguese by birth, but in the service of Spain with Cabrillo. However, Sir Francis Drake, the 
English navigator, is the first who specially mentions them (in 1579) as “lying off the bay where 
he refitted his ships." The Russians founded a settlement here in 1812, for the purposes of 
obtaining oil and skins, and several places are yet visible where the latter were stretched out and 
dried. 


The Farallones are in the Pacific Ocean—within the legislative limits of the city and county of 
san Francisco. They embrace the northerly, middle and south easterly groups. The northerly 
cluster is made up of five rocks; the middle is a single rock; the southerly is the largest. The last is 
two miles in circumference. Upon it the lighthouse stands, the top of the tower of which is 300 
feet above the level of the sea. This island is about 23 miles west from the Golden Gate. It is really 
difficult to imagine a more desolate place than these rocky islets present to view, they being a 
mass of jogged granite. Neither a tree nor shrub relieves the eye by contrast, or gives change to 
the exceeding barrenness of the landscape. 


Collectively, these islets may be considered as the most extensive poultry-yard in the world, 
for here may be found in myriads the bird described by Buffon as the *Guillamot"—the “Uria 
Troile" of Linnzeus—which lays its eggs upon the bare rocks. The appellation of the “Foolish 
Guillamot" has been given to this species by Latham, from the fact of its being with difficulty 
roused to flight, and often suffering itself to be caught by hand, particularly during incubation. 
Audubon, in his great national work, gives a charming account of the habits of this interesting 
species (the Murre), which is also known to the eggers and fisherman of the Northern Atlantic. 
Some idea may be formed of their numbers when it is known that each bird during the season lays 
but, a single egg, and that since 1851 upwards of five millions of their eggs have been sold in San 
Francisco market. They are of a pale green color, botched with umber, and are much in demand in 
restaurants. The egg-season lasts about six weeks, from the middle of May to the end of June. 


The bird of the most varied and brilliant plumage to be found here is the “Tufted Puffin.” 
Though rather numerous on this coast, it is elsewhere very rare, as the “Horned-bill Guillamot, 
which has also been seen and caught here. Of neither of these had Audubon ever met with a living 
specimen. Here, also, may be seen the huge seals, called sea-lions (Phoca Otaria Jubata). This 
species attains a weight of 3,000 pounds. Occasionally they are very savage, particularly during 
the nuptial season, when the fierce and bloody battles of the males render these isles of the ocean 
a very pandemonium. 


As already observed, the lighthouse stands on the highest peak of the southern island, the 
others being uninhabited. The tower is of brick, 17 feet in height, which is surrounded by an 
illuminating apparatus of this first order of Fresnel; from a bight of sixty feet it can be seen, in a 
favorable state of the atmosphere, at a distance of thirty miles. From abreast of Fort Point the light 
Is just visible above the horizon. 


A fog-whistle, six inches in diameter, has been placed at the south side of the eastern part of 
the largest island, about 275 feet above the water. It is erected over a natural hole in the roof of a 
subterranean passage, connected with and open to the ocean, and is blown by the rush of air 
through the passage, caused by the sea breaking into its mouth. Except about an hour before and 
after high water, the whistle should be heard at all times, even at a distance of seven or eight 
miles. The vast advantage of this ingenious contrivance cannot be too highly appreciated by 
navigators on this coast, where fogs are so frequent. 


The title to these islands is, most probably, in the Federal Government. However, they did not 
escape the avaricious eye of Limantour, as they were included in his "gigantic swindle." in 1851 
some fishermen laid claim to the South Farallon, and eventually a squatter preemption title vested 
in the *Pacific Farallon Company," who also have acquired an absolute tax-deed (1857-'58) to the 
Islands, “less 1,401 feet than the whole of said Islands" On the 30th of December last, the entire 
number of the islands were again sold for nonpayment of taxes (1859-'60) to Abel Guy. It remains 
to be seen whether they will be redeemed, the time expiring on the last day of the present 
month.—[San Francisco Bulletin, June 1881.] 


Spiritual Conqueror—Art Exhibition 


To those of our readers who are admirers of the fine arts, we recommend as a rare treat an 
inspection of the old paintings, brought here by permission of the Mexican Government, and now 
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on exhibition at Platt’s Hall. The paintings, fifty. four in number, are representations of sacred 
subjects, and are chiefly from the famous collection, in the once celebrated church of Laredo, in 
Lower California. There are three large Paintings by Cabrera, two of which represent Heaven and 
Hell, and the third the battle of Lepanto. The last is curious, as showing what an advance has been 
made in naval architecture in the past 300 years. A “Crucifixion,” by Van Dyke; and “Our 
Savior," *The Virgin Mary," *St. John the Baptist," and *St. John of God," said to be by Murillo, 
attract considerable attention. The collection is better than most of those shown to the traveler in 
the City of Mexico. There are two pictures that should be secured by the Society of California 
Pioneers as appropriate to fill prominent places in their new Hall. These are full length portraits of 
Padre Juan Maria de Salvaterra, spiritual conqueror of Lower California, of Fray Junípero Serra, 
spiritual conqueror of Upper California, of Father Kino, or Kuhn, founder of Arizona. The facts 
were not until lately out of Lower California. All three were remarkable men, and photographic 
copies of their portraits ought to be taken. There are also four volumes in manuscript of the dairy 
of Salvaterra, commencing as early as the year 1700, and which also contain the signatures of the 
Jesuit missionaries from the year 1712 to 1768; the settlement of the various missions, the 
baptismal records of the early Indian chiefs and their families, and also the celebrated order of 
Charles the Second expelling the Jesuits, at which time the spiritual conqueror of Upper 
California, took possession of the missions in the name of the Catholic monarch. These books 
would prove a valuable addition to the library of the Pioneers. The collection of ores exhibited is 
not very extensive, but the specimens of gold, silver, copper, and galena are rich. They are of 
value as denoting the mineral resources of the peninsula, and will doubtless have the effect of 
attracting the attention of miners and capitalists in that direction. 


The foregoing extract is from the Alta California of Sept. 27, 1862. it would seem from the 
above and an extract in another part of the Indianology on the archives of San Xavier Mission 
near Tucson in Arizona, that valuable historical material still exist in those remote countries 
which ought to be placed in safe places. The portrait of Salvaterra mentioned; was known before 
as existing in Loretto, but not that of Junípero Serra, nor that of|Father Kino. The portrait of Serra 
is in the college of San Fernando, Mexico City. The dairy of Salvaterra is an entirely new work 
and ought to be printed. The volume must contain matter of the greatest interest to the people of 
California. Salvaterra was a member of a noble family of Milan in Italy and had received a liberal 
education in the best schools of his country. 
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Further on the Santa Ynes Indians 


A venerable California lady, of lively memory, the proprietor of the Santa Rosa Ranch, a few 
miles distant from the Mission of Santa Ynez, gave me the following information in April 1863. 
She had resided over thirty years at and near the Old Mission, where her husband had been in 
charge as Corporal, Sergeant, and Mayor Domo, since about 1825. They had brought up a large 
family of children there, the most of whom are living and respectably settled in life. There used to 
be seven Captains of Rancherias living on the ranch she now owns, when the Padres founded 
Santa Ynes, some sixty years ago. In a fine alameda of cottonwoods, in the valley near her house, 
was the great Council-Grove of the seven rancherias, and they were always engaged in war with 
their neighbors, and had native dogs. The rancheria near the house was called Situcho, from their 
god, who was a dog; who, they believed, rose from the large spring in the willows, where her 
family do now all the washing. The cemetery, a few yards off, on this high mesa close by, was 
very large and old. The Indians used to bury their dead here, sitting down, and inclosed in a box 
made of flat slabs of hard clay-stone, in which were interred with the deceased his mortars, beads, 
war implements, stone knives, etc., and then covered over with another flat stone, making a 


| 
regular sepulcher, of cunning formation. Another piece of stone was then placed at his head, like 
the whale-bones in the cemetery of Partocac, of the Goleta rancho, near Santa Barbara. The Santa 
Ynez Indians had similar cemeteries at the Kalawassa and Tekepis, in the upper part of the 


College ranch, further up the river of Santa Ynez. 


The Remains of the California Giants 


When she was living at the Mission, the old soldiers and Indians used to tell her of the bones 
of the Indios Gigantes, dug up near, or at, the Indian cemetery, close to the Mission Vieja of La 
Purisima, destroyed by an earthquake, many years ago. The ruins of the Old Mission may still be 
seen about two leagues from the present Mission. The remains of these giant Indians were held in 
great veneration by the first converts of Santa Ynez, and Purisima, and they, and the old soldiers, 
used often to talk of them as very large, curious, wonderful, and to be greatly feared. Some of the 
Indians or soldiers, many years ago, disinterred some of them, but it made such a noise that the 
Padres had them buried again, and forbid their being disturbed. The truth of their being there, 
there is no doubt of. They were said to be twice as large as ordinary men, but she cannot say if 
they were petrified or not. 


About the Old Padres 


She had been born in San Diego, shortly after her parents came to California, with the first 
troops who arrived, with Padre Junípero. But she had never known him. The old priests she 
venerated as good and holy men, who with immense labor, and after many years, converted the 
Indians. They had instructed her in the principles of religion, and after her, all her large family, 
with great care and kindness. She had known many of them very talented and learned men, 
particularly Padres Arroyo, Tapis, Seuan, and Payeras, who all died in the faith of the Holy 
Catholic Church, and were buried at the old missions in this county. Padre Arroyo was a very 
wonderful man, and wrote a doctrina which was sent to Rome, and highly approved by the 
Santisima Papa! When he died, for she had nursed him in his last illness at Santa Ynes, he left a 
large pile of writings on the Indians, and his travels and experience in California; for be had 
traveled for thirty years, in all parts of the country, and could talk with all the tribes. These 
writings were all burnt after his death by the Padres, Jose Antonio, Jimena, and Juan Moreno, his 
companions. She saw this herself, and very much regretted; this was about 1841. 


The Yakama Language of Oregon 


The grammar of this language, written by Father M. C. Pandosa, about 1850, and translated by 
Messrs. Geo. Gibbes and Shea, is also lately issued, in Mr. Shea’s series, and it seems to us to be 
the work of a man of care, experience, and learning. Both Pandosa’s and Arroyo’s works do great 
honor to our West Coast literature. It is only a few day ago we received copies of them.—(Note of 
26 April 1863. 


Arroyo's California Indian Grammar and Dictionary 


These two works have been lately (1863) issued from the press of Mr. J. G. Shea, of New 
York, and attract great attention in the learned world. The burning of his manuscripts after his 
death, in 1842, will explain the loss of another grammatical work, referred to by Mr. Shea, in his 
preface to the grammar of the Mutsun language. 
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Cabrillo's California of 1542 


Is the note on this voyage, vide Indianology, Farmer of 17 April, 1863, a typographical error 
was inadvertently committed in the words “Pueblo Canvas" for “Pueblo Canoas,” three times 
repeated, and also “Cabrillo’s Santa Barbara of 1842” for “1542,” and of *Yacatan" for 
“Yucatan.” This arose from imperfect manuscript, very detrimental to the temper of typographers 
and editors; Indian and Spanish words are their abhorrence. The account given by Cabrillo of 
these Indians, Rancherias, and islands of the Santa Barbara coast (of some twenty royal octavo 
pages), is very curious and interesting, at the same time puzzling and confusing. The Indian tribes 
of the vicinity with which he became better acquainted than with those of any other, either in 
Upper or Lower California, having been over twenty-five days anchored in different places along 
the shores of the present Santa Barbara county), seem not to have altered in the smallest degree 
between 1542 and 1770, when they became known to the Catholic missionaries in the latter year, 
and of course very intimately, throughout the length of the coast from San Francisco to San 
Diego; they appeared not to have undergone the slightest change in condition or status for two 
hundred and twenty-eight years. Nor does the space of time between 1770 to 1863 offer any other 
archaeological prospect that they were any better in the main two hundred years anterior to 1542, 
though dynamical changes which we know have been so violent throughout the Pacific domain in 
the past, may have broken up old nations and empires of the civilization similar to those of the 
Aztec's and Toltecs. With the insufficient lights before us, none can be prepared to dogmatize, nor 
even as Professor Max Muller said in his London lectures of February 1863, as to the true 
philographic derivation of their language in connection with that of the world.—[Note of April 
1863.] 
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Indians 


The Indians on our northern border consists of the Utahs and Jicarilla Apaches. The Utahs are 
divided into numerous bands, occupying the country lying between the settlements of California, 
Utah, and New Mexico. That part of the tribe properly belonging to this superintendency are 
known as the Tabahuaches, Mohuaches, and Capotes. | 


Of the Tabahuaches and Mohuaches, the report of Agent Carson, forwarded by the last mail, 
gives very reliable information except in regard to numbers. It is somewhat difficult to estimate 
their number even approximately. 


The Capotes, another band of the Utahs, are under the charge of Special Agent Pfeiffer. 
Although this is a distinct band from the Pahutes, they are often together. 


The Jicarilla Apaches are also under the charge of Agent Pfeiffer, but they occasionally 
receive rations from Agent Carson, at the Taos agency. It has been estimated that this band has 
about 700 people. They, however, exceeded that number when I met them last month. 


These Apaches live in the mountains which lie between Santa Fe, Taos, and Abiqui. This 
season they planted some corn, beans, and pumpkins, but not sufficient to contribute a great deal 
to their support. They manufacture a species of potter's ware used in this country, the sale of 


which, together with the rations received from the government, enable them to live. These 
Apaches, as well as the Utahs, as I have stated in former reports, are much addicted to 
drunkenness, a vice to which they will yield until they are removed from the settlements, and 
confined to agricultural districts. 


The Mescalero band of Apaches inhabit the vicinity of Fort Stanton. They number between 
six and seven hundred and in character very much resemble the Jicarillas. The band was for some 
time divided, one part of them occupying a hostile position to the government, but owing to the 
prudent management of Captain Claiborne, who has been in command at Fort Stanton, they are 
are again united, and all seem well disposed. 


The authority given Agent Steck to locate a reserve, and settle the Indians under his charge, is 
a move in the right direction, and it is sincerely to be hoped that the same policy may be adopted 
with other tribes, until all are settled and made to cultivate the soil. As I have often stated before, 
unless this is done the improvement of the Indians must be slow. The Gila Apaches are those 
which come immediately under the charge of Agent Steck. They embrace what are called the 
Mimbres and Mogollon bands, but when the reserve, which is being surveyed and located, is 
properly established, I would respectfully advise that the Chilicagua Apaches be also located with 
the two former. The three bands will number some fifteen or sixteen hundred souls, have 
intermarried, and are indeed the same people in language, character and habits. 


I would also recommend that the Mescalero and Jicarilla bands be united and removed to the 
same district. They number about the same as the three former, have intermarried, and are in truth 
the same people. 


The proposed change would bring the whole Apache tribe together, in a district of country 
peculiarly suited for the home of the Indian. When thus united they would form a nation of eight 
or nine thousand souls. All cultivating more or less, they could in a short time, if favorably 
located, be made self-supporting. They are generally regarded as having but little character, and 
are considered the most rascally and treacherous tribe on the continent. Whilst I will not 
undertake to vindicate them from this wholesale censure, it may be doubted whether it is wholly 
just. They are certainly more inclined to labor than many of the other tribes, and I doubt not be 
colonized and reduced to the pueblo system with less trouble than any other tribe within our 
borders. 


The Papagos occupy an unproductive district of country, bordering upon Sonora, and are in 
character and habits very similar to the Pimos and Maricopas. They are industrious, but owing to 
the sterile character of the country which they inhabit, they are barely able to subsist themselves. 
They merit assistance from the government. The Pifialenos and Tontos, who occupy the country 
bordering upon the settlements of Arizona, have committed frequent depredations upon the 
miners and others residing upon the frontier, during the past spring and summer. 


The Pueblo Indians of this Territory, remain the same quiet and industrious people they have 
always been. Agent Kendrick’s report in regard to them contains important suggestions to which I 
respectfully invite the attention of the Commissioner. The most pressing necessity of the Indians 
of those pueblos is the establishment of schools among them. A small amount annually 
appropriated for this purpose would produce the most happy results. Being now excellent farmers 
the benefits of a plain education would make them worthy and useful citizens. 
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J. L. CoLLINs, 
= Sup. Indian Affis., New Mexico. 


Tucson, September 28, 1859 


I only returned yesterday from a visit to the Papago Indians, who live at the remotest distance 
from this agency. I found them, after a travel of four days, mostl' through a desert plain, nearly all 
at their villages. They were very kind, and showed me their fields of corn, and said if they could 
only get one more rain they would make a fine crop, which was then in good large ears. Their 
implements for farming have been so limited that I was very agreeably disappointed in their 
success. The soil is, however, very light, and they have used waoden tools for nearly all their 
operations hitherto in farming. They have no running water, and have to rely upon tanks from 
which they form acequias, from which, when it rains and overflows the tanks, they take advantage 
of the chance for irrigation. At a portion of their villages their tanks dry up entirely, then they have 
to leave and seek employment wherever they can; some go to Tubac, where they have the 
confidence of the Sonora Mining Company, and readily find employment, and a portion of them 
come to Tucson and are variously employed by Mexicans and Americans. These Papagos 
regularly visit a salt lake, which lies near the coast and just across the line of Sonora, from which 
they pack large quantities of salt, and find a ready market at Tubac and Tucson. Mr. Lathrop, 
superintendent of the Sonora Mining Company, told me that be bought some twenty thousand 
pounds annually from them, as they use a great deal of salt for smelting purposes, &c. They also 
nearly supply Tucson. The old chief, at whose ranch I stopped, sent out immediately to the 
different villages for their captains to come in on the next day arid receive their presents, and told 
me that I need not be afraid of his people stealing anything; that|he would be accountable for 
everything; and had our animals taken and put upon fine grass and well taken care of until we 
were ready to leave, when they were all brought up very promptly. 


John Walker, Agent. 


Tucson Agency, September 6, 1860 


by my agency, known as the Gila river west; and I am happy to be able to say that there is a very 
perceivable advance in civilization among them, their progress in farming having equaled my 
highest expectations. Their head chief, Antonio Asul, in company with his son, has paid me a 
friendly visit since I returned from the superintendency. He accepted a complimentary seat in the 
stage, tendered him by G. W. Jacobs, agent for the Overland Mail, from Fort Yuma, California, to 
Tucson, and upon arriving here he expressed himself as highly pleased with his journey. He 
considers the mail company great friends of his; says that they bought up all his grain, and paid 
him a good price for it, and that his people were doing better than they had ever done before; that 
they were perfectly satisfied with the intentions of the government towards them, and only 
requested that I should endeavor to obtain for them a few arms before I should leave. The guns 
which they have are few and old, and I frequently have to have them repaired. 


I will first speak of the Pimos and Maricopas, who inhabit i part of the Territory embraced 


The Papagos, at the old mission pueblo of San Xavier, number some fifty families, and have 
made much progress in agriculture since my last report. They seem indeed to take on new interest 
in the cultivation of their lands, and have promised me that, witha few additional implements 
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which I have promised them, they will increase their planting next year to nearly double that of 
the present. This year has been double that of the former one, since after selling some seven 
hundred fanegas of grain, they have still on hand a sufficient quantity for bread and seed. 


The eight pueblos west of the mission are small, and have heretofore relied principally upon 
the rains for their crops, but I am fearful that this year will be a failure. They always have, 
however, some stock, and a few individuals of these Pueblos raise very fine cattle, live in adobe 
houses, and are now pretty independent. They seem to appreciate the limited and small amount of 
tools, &c., given them, and I hope that for the future they will be able to live free from want. 


They still resort to the salt trade, as I stated in my former report, and they make a considerable 
business of bringing salt into the Territory, where they generally find a ready sale for all they 
have. This is a source of profit, and highly commendable, as I tell them, because they are poor, 
and must employ themselves in some way to make a living. Take them altogether as a tribe, I am 
satisfied that they are the best Indians in the Territory, and are as easily managed as the Pimos. 


JoHN WALKER, Indian Agent. 


Colorado Territory Indians—Parc of San Luis 


Before closing this report, I submit a more minute description of the Parc of San Luis, in 
which my agency is established. It is one hundred miles long from north to south, and ninety 
wide; elliptical in form, and containing seven millions of acres, with an American and Mexican 
population of 6,000 souls. Every acre is level, fertile and capable of irrigation; the Rio Grande del 
Norte bisects it longitudinally and receives the rivers San Antonio, Conejos, Jara Gato-Unca, and 
Perdra Pentado from the west; the river lakes Costills, Culebra, Tunchara, Utah, Nine Mile, and 
Saupe de Chresto from the east, and many other streams. It is begirt by the snowy mountains—by 
the Cordillera on the east, by the San Juan on the west; these mountains are covered with grass 
and filled with the precious metals. An unlimited population may reside within it. I report the 
aggregate number of Tubuache Indians at 8,000, they are Indios bravos, or savage Indians; no 
missionary or other priests have been among them; they have only their aboriginal superstitions 
for a religious creed. They are not inclined to intermarry with the Mexicans or Pueblo Indians; 
their women are virtuous and industrious; the men are indolent, but inclined to war and the chase; 
some few families are farmers, and have stock; this inclination is capable of cultivation, and the 
surrounding country and circumstances are singularly propitious to such an end, if encouraged at 
Washington. This Parc of San Luis is embraced between latitude 37° and 32'%°; is of 9,000 feet 
altitude above the sea; of delicious climate and fertility; accessible by easy passes through the 
mountains. (Lafayette Head, Oct. 1861—Indian Bureau Report, 1861.) 
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Indians of New Mexico and Arizona in 1859, 1860, and 1861 


We append the following extracts from the Indian Reports, which for the last ten years have 
been published by the Indian Bureau at Washington, in separate octavo volumes. They will show 
the latest status of some of the more retired tribes of our country, and often referred to in these 
Notes. The above mentioned volumes contain an immense amount of valuable annual information 
on the Indian tribes of the United States Arizona Indians in 1859. 


The Pimos and Maricopas are divided into pueblos (villages), each of which has its own chief. 
I assembled the entire people of the two tribes, with the exception of a war party, which had gone 
out against the Apaches. The sight was at once novel and interesting; men, women, and children, 
the number could not have been less than 3,500, and by some of the spectators it was estimated 
much higher. In pursuance of my instructions, I explained the motive of the government in 
making this munificent donation ($11,000 in implements, seeds and merchandise), that it was a 
mark of the President's approbation of the good conduct of the tribes since they had passed under 
the control of the United States government. | 


Mr. St. John gives me, as the census of these tribes, 3,770 Pimos, and 472 Maricopas. Of this 
number, he estimates 1,200 working people, male and female, and about 1,000 warriors. They 
have under fence and in cultivation 15,000 acres of land this year, an increase of one-third over 
last. They have this year disposed of, to the trading posts, 220,000 pounds of wheat, at two cents 


| 
| 


per pound; and the corn and bean crops, planted on the same ground from which the wheat is 
harvested during the months of May and June, promise an amount equally large, showing an 
increase of above 100 per cent over the productions of last year. There is, besides the sale above 
noticed, a large trade with emigrants, impossible to estimate correctly, and also a considerable 
trade with the frontier towns of Sonora, where they dispose of blankets, corretas, and other 
articles of domestic manufacture. With the proceeds of these sales they mostly purchase clothing, 
and are much better of in this respect during the last three years than before. The preparations in 
fencing new fields, opening acequias. (water ditches), etc., with the facilities afforded by their 
new implements, give evidence of an intention to increase their crops in the in-coming year. The 
Pimos and Maricopas are comparatively poor in cattle and horses, the two tribes owning only 
about 1,800 head. Constant Apache depredations prevent accumulation, as well with them as with 
the Americans. 


This estimate of population, I have every reason to believe, is correct; it was confirmed by all 
the chiefs to me in person, and, in the distribution of presents, was accepted by them as correct, 
village by village. The Pimos and Maricopas are a separate people in origin, and still preserve 
many distinctive traits; for instance, it is an honor for a Maricopa to get a Pimo woman to wife. 
The Maricopas speak a totally different language, theirs being a dialect of the Cocapa, Yama, 
Mohave, and Diegana tongue (the Colorado river tribes). The Pimos are also the more honest and 
industrious; their women being virtuous and the men honest, as Indian honesty goes; while the 
Maricopas women are given to prostitution, and the men to thieving. 


S. Mowry; Aug. 1859. 


Santa Fe, N. M. August 12, 1859 


Sir: the Apache agency embraces, as per instructions of the Superintendent of Indian affairs in 
New Mexico, all the bands of Apaches in the southern portion of this Territory; and the country 
over which they roam extends from the Pecos river on the east, to the Colorado of the West, a 
distance of over six hundred miles, and embraces five distinct bands, viz; the Mescaleros, the Gila 
Apaches, White Mountain Coyoteros, Pifial Coyoteros, and Chilicagua Apaches. All these, bands, 
though distinct from each other, speak the same language, but are divided, and receive their names 
from the locality in which they live. 


The Mescalero Apaches are still divided among themselves, as they were at the date of my last 
annual report. A portion of this band have removed west of the Rio Grande, and are now living 
and planting with the Gila Apaches, Their principal chief, Cadets, and his people, have planted at 
their old farm at Alamo Gordo, and their fields at this time look promising. 


The Gila Apaches embrace what were formerly called the Mimbes and Mogollon bands. 
These Indians have decreased in numbers very fast daring the last two years. They never have 
recovered from the effects of the campaign made into their country, two years ago, by Colonel 
Bonneville. Before that war, they numbered over four hundred warriors, and now, the two bands 
united, number less then one hundred and fifty. 


During the month of March, a place was selected for their farm on a beautiful stream (Santa 
Lucia), a tributary of the Gila, about fifteen miles south of the Mogollon mountains. This is the 
point designated in the agent’s report of 1857, and again urged in 1858, as a suitable place for the 
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location of this portion of the Apache tribe. They have now a large amount of land under 
cultivation upon that stream. Major Gordon, U. S. A., in a report to the department commander, 
says, after visiting the Indians and their fields; “The Indians were peaceably disposed, and said 
they were glad to see us, visited our camp, and all went on well.|I passed down to the Gila through 
their crops, which extended some three miles in length, and are in fine condition.” 


I would, therefore, again urge the necessity of locating them where they now have their 
planting grounds. This valley is large enough to locate the Mimbres and Mogollon bands upon, 
together with the Mescalaros, if, at a future day, it should be thought advisable to move them west 
of the Rio Grande. It is completely isolated, being surrounded by mountains; it therefore has 
peculiar advantages as a location for Indians. Colonel Bonneville, in a letter to the superintendent 
Collins, Sept. 22, 1857, says, respecting this valley; *Within these boundaries we have a spot, 
large, fertile, and well watered by the Gila, bedded in the mouníains, distant from all roads, and 
without the probability of any ever being made through it—a country, as it were, isolated. This 
appears to me to be most admirably adapted for the home of the Indians." 


The Chilicagua Apaches is that portion of the tribe who live in the mountain of that name, the 
Sierra Largua and Dos Cabaces. This band had very little intercourse with Americans until after 
the establishment of the great Overland Mail, which runs directly through their country: This band 
of Apaches rove about in small parties, and have always been termed the Apaches Broncos, or 
wild Apaches. They are the most warlike band west of the Rio Grande, and the least reliable. They 
number about one hundred warriors and five hundred women and children. They are intimately 
connected with the Mogollon Apaches by intermarriage and habits, and, if a reservation should be 
established, they should, at once, be compelled to locate with thém upon the Gila. 


The White Mountain Coyoteros is that portion of the Apaches living north of the Gila, upon 
the Rio San Francisco, and head waters of the Salinas; they occupy a fine country, with many 
beautiful mountain streams, and rich fertile valleys for cultivation. This division numbers two 
thousand five hundred souls, of whom six hundred are warriors. [n all their intercourse with the 
government, their deportment towards travelers and traders, they have shown themselves to be the 
most reliable of all the bands of Apaches. 


The first interview of an agent and these Indians was held in December 1858, at St. Domingo, 
in the southern portion of their country. At that time they agreed that our people should pass over 
the mail route, or through any portion of their country, unmolested. During the months of April 
and May, a party of gold hunters prospected most of the streams and valleys in their county; and 
their own account, as published, speaks in high terms of the kind treatment they received from 
these Indians. 


The Pifial Coyoteros occupy the country watered by the Salinas and other tributaries of the 
Gila. They take their name from the Pifíal mountain, in and around the base of which they live. 
Their country is also rich in timber and fertile valleys. They number about three thousand souls, 
of which seven hundred are warriors. This band live directly north of Tucson and Tubac, and 
formerly committed many depredations upon the property of the unprotected citizens of that 
frontier. 
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With, a view of bringing about a proper understanding with these Indians, the agent was 
instructed to visit this band. A meeting was appointed at Cafion del Oro during the month of 
February, 1859. 


The Pifial and White Mountain Coyoteros cultivate the soil extensively—raise wheat, corn, 
beans, and pumpkins in abundance. In this particular, they are far in advance of all the other 
Apaches. They have some game, mescal and tufia, to subsist on, and, as no settlements yet 
encroach upon their country, all they will need for a few years will be a liberal distribution of 
presents yearly, and some hoes and spades to enable them to cultivate the soil more extensively. 


The condition of the bands I propose to locate upon the valley of the Gila is very different; 
until within the last few years, they never have attempted to cultivate the soil, have very little to 
subsist upon in their country, and rove about in small parties near the settlements. 


M. STECK, 
Indian Agent, Apache Agency. 
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The Indian Population of the Pacific Domain in 1861 


Prepared mostly from the Official Reports of the Indian Bureau at Washington City. 


Table 14: Reports of the Indian Bureau at Washington City—1861 
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Table 14: Reports of the Indian Bureau at Washington City—1861 
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Table 14: Reports of the Indian Bureau at Washington City—1861 


Sautains 
Yam Hills 
Twalaties 
Tumwaters 
Clackamas 


Chinook 


Nestuckers 


Salmon River 


Washoe 


The Vancouver Island Indians are estimated to number about 8,000 souls at present. 
Those of British Columbia are estimated to number from 5 to 6,000 souls. 


Those of Russian America are estimated to number about 10,000 souls; probably there are 
15,000 souls. Great havoc was made among the North-Coast Indians by the small-pox in 1861 
and 1862. 


The Indian population of the State of Sonora is not far from 30,000; the most of these are 
christian or half-civilised. Of Lower California (the northern half) about 1,000. In the southern 
half, the Old Mission Indians have entirely died off. The number of Coast-Mission Indians left, 
from Santa Barbara to Sonoma, in 1863, would probably not exceed in all 1,000 souls.—[z. s. T. 
Notes of Feb. 1863.] 


The Mohave River Indians; Mohave, Yampals, Chensihuevis, etc., and other small cognate 
bands in that vicinity are estimated at about 3,000 souls. 


The Colorado River Indians; the Yumas, Cocopas, etc., in the proper river valley are estimated 
at about 4,000 souls; i.e. from the junction of the Little Colorado to the mouth of the Great 
Colorado at the Gulf. 


The South California Indians, in the counties of Los Angeles and San Bernardino, most of 
them formerly under the Mission, are estimated to number about 4,000 souls in all. But all the 
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Pacific tribes were dreadfully scourged by the small-pox in 186] and 1862, and thousands are said 
to have died. Not less than 600 of the Indians of Los Angeles and San Juan Capistrano are said to 
have been swept off in 1862. 


The Indian Enumeration of British Columbia and Russian America 


It is difficult to ascertain the numbers of Indians in the infinitude of tribes, clans, and septs, of 
the extensive and generally unexplored countries to the north of Puget Sound. But we have seen 
estimates in the public journals of 1862, which make their numbers in British Columbia 30,000 
souls, in Vancouver Island 9,000 souls, and in Russian America about 15,000 souls. How true 
these estimates are we have no means of knowing, but it is likely their numbers are known to the 
Hudson Bay Company, which has trading posts in all the above mentioned districts, and whose 
government of the Indian population is of the most honorable character. 


Friar Marcos de Niza 


Bishop Las Casas (1550), in his epitome of the Indians, says that a friar, Marcos de Niza, was 
commissary of the Franciscans in Peru, about 1542. This may probably be our old friend of the 
Cibola, or seven cities of New Mexico in 1539, so well known in California history. He is also 
said to have been in New Mexico in 1560. Humboldt also menti 


ns his being in Michoacán about 
1560. | 
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The Pueblo Indians of New Mexico 


Note of May 1863.—For the following interesting enumeration of the Pueblo Indians of New 
Mexico, we are indebted to the Hon. Wm. P. Dole, Commissioner of Indian Affairs, who kindly 
forwarded us his annual reports for 1861 and 1862, and also the reports of Com. Edmunds, of the 
General Land Office. This enumeration will form valuable addenda to the Indianology, as the 
numbers of the Pueblo tribes were never ascertained before this census was taken. The names of 
Acoma and Jemez Pueblos remained the same in 1863, as they were at the time of Coronado's 
expedition of 1540, and showing that their language has not changed. Vocabularies of the several 
Pueblo languages have been published in the R. R. Survey Volumes, and Davis’ New Mexico. 
Two grammars and one dictionary of the Pima tribes, were published by J. G. Shea, in 1862, and 
catechisms, grammars, and dictionaries of the Papagos, and other cognate dialects of Arizona, 
were published by the Jesuits, between 1730 and 1767, for an account of which see Ludewigs 
Bibliographical Catalogue of the literature of the American Indian Languages of 1858. 


Statement showing respectively the names of all the Indian pueblos in New Mexico, with their 
localities, populations, wealth, etc., and the areas of their lands. 


Table 15: Indian pueblos in New Mexico 


Population Prni estate Area of 
No. Name of pueblo. Locality—county. census of owned in claim, 
1860. pueblo. Acres. 
ON THE RIO GRANDE AND TRIBUTARIES— 

1 James Santa Ana 650 $159,662 17,510 

2 Acorns Valencia 523 42,782 — 

3 San Juan Rio Arriba 341 14,850 17,544 

4  Picuris Taos 360 8,385 17,460 

5 San Felipe Santa Ana 360 27,200 34,766 

6 Pecos San Miguel — — 18,763 

7 Cochiti Santa Ana 172 115,438 24,256 

8 Santo Doningo do 261 18,580 74,143 

9 Taos Taos 363 — 17,360 
10 Santa Clara Rio Arriba 179 — 17,364 
11 Tesuque Santa Fé 97 2,500 17,471 
12 San lidefonso do 154 2,610 17,292 
13 Projoaque do 37 820 13,520 
14 Zia Santa Ana 117 2,035 17,514 
15 Sandia Bernalilo 217 30,956 24,187 
16 Isleta do 440 7,080 110,080 
17  Nambé Santa Fé 103 5,510 13,586 
18 Laguna Valencia 927 44,972 — 
19 Zuñi do 1,300 13,106 — 
20 Santa Ana Santa Ana 316 15,663 — 
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Table 15: Indian pueblos in New Mexico 


No. 


Name of pueblo. 


Locality—county. 


PIMAS AND MARICOPAS— 


21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 


San Xavier 
Sacaton 

Hueso Parrado 
Agua Rias 
Cerrito 

Arenal 
Cachanila 
Hormiguero 
Casa Blanca 
Cerro Chiquito 


Liano 


Moour PUEBLOS— 


32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 


Oraiva 
Shomonpavi 
Iano 
Cichomovi 
Opijiqui 
Moshangansbi 
Shapanlobi 


Arizona 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 


West N. M. 
Lat 35 45’ 
Lon 110 30" 
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Populatio 
census o 
1860. 


170 | 


144 
250 
527 
258 
577 
503 
510 
339 
232 
395 


800 
600 
250 
100 
300 
250 
200 


Prni estate 
owned in 
pueblo. 


135,615 


Area of 
claim, 
Acres. 


64,000 


Table 15: Indian pueblos in New Mexico 


No. 


Name of pueblo. 


PAPAGO PUEBLOS— 


39 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44 
45 
46 
47 
48 


Cumaro 
Tecolote 
Charco 
Pirigua 
Ocaboa 
Cojate 
Coca 
Santa Rosa 
Cahuavi 


Liano 


Locality—county. 


Arizona 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 


Population Prni estate Area of 
census of owned in claim, 
1860. pueblo. Acres. 
3,500 125,000 — 
16,922 $772,766 


Surveyor General's Office, 

Santa Fé, New Mexico, August 29, 1861, 
A. P. WILBUR, 

Surveyor General. 


Remarks.—1. Jemez is situated on the Jemez Arroyo of the Upper Rio Grande. 2. Acoma is 
situated on a rock, 500 feet high, 15 miles southwest of Laguna, nearest water one mile. 3. San 
Juan is situated on the Upper Rio Grande. 4. Picuris is situated on the Arroyo Picuris of the Rio G. 
5. San Felipe, on the Rio Grande. 6. Pecos is a deserted Pueblo. The remnants of the people live at 
Zuni and Jemez. 7. Cochiti, on the Rio G 8. Also Santo Domingo. 9. Taos; the value of its 
personal property is estimated in that of Picuris. 10. Santa Clara, the value of its personal property 
included with that of San Juan. 11. Tesuque is situated on Tesuque creek, six miles north of Santa 
Fe. 12. San Ildefonso is on the Rio G. 13. Pojoaque is on Arroyo of the some name, running into 
the Rio G. 14. Zia is near the Pueblo of Jemez. 15 and 18. Sandia and Isleta are on the Rio G. 17. 
Nambe is three miles east of Pojoaque. 18. Laguna is 45 miles west of Albuquerque, on Arroyo of 
San Jose. 19. Zuni is on Zuni river; the Pueblos filed no claim for their lands. 20. Santa Ana is 
near the Rio G., five miles to the west of the farming lands, which are on the river. 


The Pueblo Indians were christianized by the Franciscan Friars. Their land claims were 
surveyed and confirmed by the United States Government in 1858, *59, and *60. The Papago 
Pueblo of San Xavier Mission, near Tucson, in Arizona, were christianized by the Jesuits. The 
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population and property of the Papago villages, and those of the Moquis, which last live in three 
and four story buildings, like those of Zuni and Acoma, is only 'stimated. 


The. Moqui.—Comparatively very little is known of these Indians; they have occupied the 
Pueblos from time immemorial; not known whether they have, or ever had, any written title to 
their lands. Their pueblos, like that of Acoma, are situated on the tops of high rocks or hills. The 
most recent accounts of them may be seen in Ive's Colorado Expedition of 1857-1858, with 
delineations of their building, and portraits of their men and women. 


The Pimas and Maricopas.—On the Gila river; the first two pueblos inhabited by Maricopa 
Indians, and all the others by the Pimas; they are an agricultural and stock-raising people.—(vide 
sections three and four of the act, approved February 28, 1859, making reservation of one hundred 
square miles for the confederated bands, of the Pimas and Maridopas.) 


The Papagos inhabit the country between Tucson and the Cq lorado of the West, and between 
the Gila and the international boundary line, and similar in near] y all respects to the Pimas, 
speaking the same dialect, etc. 


Further recent official accounts of the Papagos, Pimas, and Maricopas, may be found in 
Emory's three volumes on the Mexican Boundary Survey, published by Government in 1857-59, 
with excellent portraits and other delineations. None of these Indians live in wall-built towns, or 
castles, like those of Acoma and Zuni, but in small villages of scattered huts. All the proper 
Pueblo towns are on the upper waters of the Rio Grande and its affluents (except the Moquis) and 
are two or three hundred miles north and east of the Pimas. | 


The Rio San Juan Region, or the Country of the Toltecan Cities 


Having spent much of the past summer in exploring this val ley, I take pleasure in placing in 
your hands all information at my disposal. | 


The gold field of the Sierra la Plata range is about one hundred miles in length, by twenty in 
breadth. Gold is present here under almost every combination of circumstances known to miners. 
The quartz leads are numerous, of immense magnitude, and unsurpassed in richness. Gold 
disintegrated from quartz is found in all the streams. This district is supplied most amply with 
water for mining purposes. The climate is such that the mining may be successfully conducted 
from six to eight months in a year. The range affords silver, copper, and iron in large quantities. 
From the great altitude of the Sierra la Plata range, heavy snows, with intense cold, prevail during 
several months high up in the mountains. The southern slope of this mountain range furnishes 
unsurpassed grazing, and is also heavily timbered. This section lies north of the Spanish trail, and 
south of the summit of the range, and embraces an area drained by the San Juan, of 4,000 to 6,000 
square miles, 25 per cent of which—the alluvial valleys of the tributaries of the San Juan—is 
good agricultural land. South of the Spanish trail the valleys of the San Juan and its tributaries are 
among the finest agricultural valleys upon the continent, and of|large extent, averaging over two 
miles in breadth, and often widening to six miles. Climate exceedingly mild and pleasant; almost 
entirely free from snows. A very large percentage of table lands in the vicinity of the San Juan 
possess a fine soil, and are very fine pasturage. The valleys of the Rio de las Animas and San Juan 
are strewn with the ruins of cities, many of them of solid masonry. Stone buildings, three stories 
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high, are yet standing, of Aztec architecture. An immense and prosperous population has at some 
former period resided here, and but few localities are capable of sustaining a more numerous one. 
Bituminous coal is found everywhere in the valley of the San Juan and its tributaries. A break in 
the strata afforded me a fine opportunity of examining the coal seams, the upper one being about 
four feet in thickness, and within twenty feet of the surface. Iron of almost virgin purity in the 
vicinity. The San Juan, for the last twenty miles of its course, flows through a deep cafion cut 
down through a plain, and this plain, south of the San Juan and east of the Colorado, embracing an 
area of several thousand square miles, is rarely equaled for grazing and agricultural purposes, 
with climate all that could be desired, Population is pidly tending this way. Animas City is a town 
of twenty or thirty houses, and others are going up every day. Scarcity of provisions alone has 
prevented its being a town now of several thousand inhabitants. Population with supplies is 
rapidly arriving, and many farms being taken up.—[Letter abridged of Chas. Baker to the 
Surveyor General, of New Mexico, dated at *Animas City, County of San Juan, N. M., 16 Feb., 
1861." The Rio las Animas is a northern affluent of the San Juan.] 
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The Reese River Indians 


The aborigines of the Reese River country consist of the Shoshone nation, divided into many 
subordinate tribes, each having a distinctive name and occupying a tract of country varying from 
20 to 50 miles square. Their country is bordered on the west by the Pi-Utes, the Edward's Creek 
mountains, some 20 miles west of Reese River, being the dividing line. On the east it extends to 
Ruby Valley, where it joins on the territory of the Goshoots, the Bannocks being their neighbors 
on the northeast. The latter are notorious rogues, it being a portion of this nation that Col. Conner 
found it necessary to punish so severely last fall, 24 of their number being shot at one time for 
their previous bad conduct. The Goshoots are a better behaved people, and but for the instigation 
of the Mormons and other evil disposed persons would probably never have molested the whites. 
Both the Bannocks and Goshoots speak a language somewhat different from the Shoshones. 


Subordinate Tribes—The Toquimas 


What may properly be considered the Reese River country, being the extensive valley and 
mountain slopes adjacent to that stream, is inhabited by several different tribes of Indians, each 
subject to its own chief, numbering from 300 to 800 souls. The most southern of these little 
communities of which much is known are the Toquimas, inhabiting about the head of the valley 
and the country to the east of that point. The term in the Indian er signifies the Black Backs, 


but why so called is not apparent. From having but little intercourse with the whites they are 
suspicious and unfriendly, and strenuously object to any invasion of their territory, either for 
mining or other purposes. It was in this spirit they drove back Veatch and Hubbard while 
prospecting in that section last fall. 


The Temoksees 


A friendly tribe, living about 30 miles south of Jacobsville, who, though themselves afraid of 
the more warlike Toquimas, received the fugitives into their camp, and covered their further 
retreat the next day. The Temoksees number only a hundred or two, all told, and though mixing in 
friendly intercourse with their northern and western neighbors, keep clear of the Toquimas, who 
seem to be generally on as bad terms with the surrounding tribes as with the whites. 


Tutoi and his People 


The most influential man in these parts amongst the aborigines, as well as extensively known 
by the whites, is Tutoi, a chief residing not far below Jacobsville, and whose territory reaches 
from that of the Terusksees ten miles south to the boundary of the To-so-ees, some 30 or 40 miles 
north of that place. He is a middle-aged man, having regular features and a light complexion; 
speaks a little English, and dresses after the manner of the whites, with whom he and his tribe 
have always been on excellent terms. The boys, who alone are employed as domestics, are 
remarkable for their quickness and docility, and with anything like good management the whole 
race can be made extremely serviceable to the whites. Like the Pi-Utes, they are not only anxious 
for instruction in the arts of civilized life, but desire to have lands set apart for their permanent 
occupation and use, their great ambition being to learn how to raise grain and cattle. 


The To-so-ees 


This tribe, joining, as has been said, the territory of Tutoi on the north, are said to be a sad set 
of rascals, being in good part made up of fugitives and outlaws from the adjoining tribes. — [San 
Francisco Evening Bulletin, May 1863.] 


White Indians—Cotton in South Utah 


On the southern boundary of Utah exists a peculiar race of whom little is known. They are 
said to be fair skinned, and are called the “White Indians" —have blue eyes and straight hair, and 
speak a kind of Spanish language differing from other tribes. I am also reliably informed that they 
live in large settlements, and are not nomadic as other tribes, build houses, cultivate farms, raise 
stock and are not without considerable mechanical skill, evinced by manufactories of divers kinds 
of rude and homely, yet useful implements. Last summer a delegation of this strange tribe visited 
this city, and on their return Brigham sent with them missionaries, and it is now surmised that he 
has gone thither on a general exploring expedition. 


This year, 1863, the Mormons took out, as I am informed, from 40,000 to 50,000 pounds of 
Deseret grown cotton. South of here this cotton is being cultivated in large quantities and of 
excellent quality. It is said that this year there will be collected not less than twenty pounds to each 
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inhabitant in the territory--which at an estimated population of 50,000, would give 1,000,000 lbs. 
of the article. This is quite an item, and if the war continues will soon grow into an important 
article of export from Deseret. As yet, I believe, there are few or no cotton mills in the territory of 
Utah.--(Salt Lake Cor. of the San Francisco Evening Bulletin, May 1863. 


Note—to the foregoing, June 1, 1863.—The White Indians spoken of in the foregoing 
correspondence of the San Francisco Bulletin, are doubtless and Moquis, a similar affiliated 
pueblo of Indian tribes in Western New Mexico, situated directly south of Great Salt Lake, on 
the confluence of the San Juan, Colorado Chiquito, Grand and Green rivers, which are 
branches and sub-branches of the Great Colorado. 


This district of country is partly in Utah, east of the Salt Lake mountains and now forming the 
western portion of the new Colorado territory and remarkably healthy, well watered and adapted 
to pastoral pursuits. The ancient pueblo district occupies the greater portion of western and 
southwestern New Mexico from the Utah and Colorado territory lines to the banks of the Gila, 
and where cotton was found to be in cultivation by Coronado and his officers in his New Mexican 
expedition of 1540, i.e. throughout these pueblo Indian settlements of the branches of the Great 
Colorado of the eastern portions of the ante 1840 Alta California. 


The Toquimas, Temoksees, Tosoees and other so-called Shoshone and Pi-Ute nations of the 
south frontier lines between Utah and New Mexico and the eastern Sierra Nevada lines of 
California State; as the Monos, Washos, Cosos, Catagos, etc., as yet but, little known in 
ethnological history; seem also to he affiliations or anciently outlawed tribes from the pueblo 
civilizations of the ante Columbian New Mexico and Alta California. Of none of these tribes or 
nations of Western New Mexico or Southern and Western Utah have we arty other philological 
material than vocabularies contained in the works of Hale, Gallatin, Schoolcraft, and the officers 
detailed in the Railroad volumes. The latest, and in many respects only accounts of them may be 
found in the annual communications of the Indian agents to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs at 
Washington, and contained in the volumes of his yearly Reports from 1856 to 1862. The Washos, 
Monos, Cosos, Catagos, etc., are evidently, from their name, affiliated tribes of one great stock 
stretching from Southern Oregon to the Gulf of California, whose connections, antecedents, and 
status ought to be more carefully attended to by the officers of the Indian Department. Many 
white persons must now be well conversant with their language and dialects, and the compilation 
of a grammatical essay and a dictionary of a thousand words would be the work of not more than 
a month or two by any intelligent person. The mercantile value of such a work among the savans 
of Paris, London or Berlin to be sure is not more than fifty dollars, but the honor to the author of 
such a labor and treatise must be his greatest reward, or rather his love of the subject. 
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A Philological Review Much Wanted 


From the abundant printed material referred to in the Indianology, on the Indian languages, of 
Russian, and British Pacific America; of Washington, Oregon, Alta and Lower California, the 
territories of Nevada, Utah, Colorado, Arizona, and New Mexico, also those of Sonora and 
Sinaloa, a large portion of all of which were collected between 1854 and 1863, as is shown in our 
references, it seems to us, that the time has arrived for a thorough comparison, collation, and 
review, on the basis of a true critical analysis. The great philological lights of the European 
schools, are those most competent for such recondite and laborious comparisons. They are the 
only ones to whom are accessible the stores of mind of the accumulated ages in the great centers 
of learning. To them the world of letters, and no less the European mind of California and the 
Pacific shores, look for solutions on the mysterious centers of the ancient populations of these 
countries. Are the present Indians the remnants of some great central and controlling empire, 
broken up by wars or convulsions of nature, into the fragmentary bands known to us since 1600? 
or did they always exist in the present state in which we find them? The critical study of their 
languages is almost the only clue by which we are enabled to certainly arrive at an intelligible 
understanding on the subject. Some such work we hope to see —— before many years, and we 
can promise it, if accompanied by Bibliographical references, since those of Ludewigs, in 1858, a 
most welcome reception from all intelligent minds in America, and from nowhere else more so 
than in the great State of California, which is fast becoming the ja of influence of the great 
Pacific Ocean.— [Note of 15 March, 1863.] 


Ludewig's Biblioteca Indiada of 1858 


This excellent Bibliography is under the title of The Literature of American Aboriginal 
languages, by Herman E. Ludewig, with additions and corrections by Professor W. W. Turner, and 
edited by Nicholas Trubner, being No 1. of “Trubner’s Bibliotheca Glotteca," London, 1 vol. 8vo. 
pp 258, 1858. This work contains a biography of all the vocabularies, catechisms, confessions, 
grammars, dictionaries, etc., written on the Indians of North America from Panama to the Arctic; 
also of all South America, dating from 1560 and coming down to 1856. Some 200 philological 
works by the Catholic Missionaries of Mexico, Central America, California, etc., within that time, 
are detailed in full, besides the numerous contributions of Protestant Missionaries, and the various 
eminent scientific philologists of Europe and America, as Vater, Adelung, Pickering, Gallatin, 
Squiers, Gibbes, Duponcean, Buschman, Berghaus, Ermdu, Muller, Pott, etc., etc. It is a work of 
great research and merit, and only needs an additional addenda of later works from 1858 to 1862, 
and to include the numerous philological works of the Catholic Missionaries to be found in the 
library of the Vatican at Rome and the libraries of the Monastic orders in that city; probably, also, 
numerous works of this character are to be found in the Convent libraries of Spain. 


De Sousa's Biblioteca Hispano-Americano Septent. of 1816-1819 


De Sousa's Biblioteca Hispano-Americano Septent. of 1816-18197" 


This work was compiled by the Rev. Jean De Sousa of the Cathedral of Mexico, in three 
volumes folio, and contains 3687 biographies of works in print or manuscript which had been 
written in Mexico and Central America from 1500 to 1819. It was published at Mexico before the 
Independence was effected, and is considered the best work of the kind on those countries. A new 
edition to 1862 is very much needed. It is very rich in all biographies of Missionary works on the 
Spanish North American Indian languages of which Ludewig in his 1858 Biblioteca makes great 
use. De Sousa's work truly merits a new edition and is invaluable in all rare Mexican and Spanish 
authors on the early histories of the Californias, New Mexico, Sonora, etc. 


The Biblioteca Oriental y Occidental of Antonio de León Pinelo? of 1629, was republished at 
Madrid by the great minister Barcia with immense additions at Madrid, in one vol., large folio, of 
1172 pages in 1738. 


The Biblioteca Hispana of Nicholas Antonio Ó of 1696, was republished at Madrid in 1783 in 
2 vols. folio. This is considered the most perfect Biblioteca of Old Spain, as well as a model of its 
kind. The foregoing two works contain large enumerations of authors in California history and are 
also stated by Ludewig to have great numbers of the old Missionary philological works ants-1800. 


24. Editor (2015): José Mariano Beristáin de Souza, Félix de Osores y Sotomayor, and José Toribio Medina 
(1883) Biblioteca Hispano Americana Setentrional. 

25. Editor (2015): León Pinelo, Antonio Rodríguez de, (1629) Epítome de la biblioteca oriental i 
occidental, náutica i geográfica. 

26. Editor (2015): Nicolás Antonio (1696) Bibliotheca Hispana Vetus. 
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The 1861 Reports of the Smithsonian 


The report just received, details in a circular prospectus, the list of publications of Shea’s 
Indian linguistic series, 16 in number, 6 of them published and 10 in preparation, with a prospect 
of adding more if encouragement is given. They are printed on good paper, in good style, and 
bound in octavo. A set of these works ought to be owned by every library in California.—[Note of 
25 March 1863.] 


Father Loiza's 1736 Treatise on the Indian Languages of Sonora 


Father Loiza's 1736 Treatise on the Indian Languages of Sonora 


This work is stated in Ludewig's 1858 catalogue to exist in manuscript in the Mission of 
Yecora (or Yecori, or Hecori, or, as it is sometime, pronounced by the Sonoranians, Ekorli). This 
place is situated on the maps, since 1850, about forty miles southeast of the town of Arispe. 


Father Gilg's Treatise on the languages of the Pimas, Enderes, and Seres Indians of North 
Sonora, very likely also exists in some of the old Missions of that country in manuscript. Gilg is 
mentioned is Venega's history of California as a very zealous Jesuit Missionary in Sonora in the 
early part of last century. | 


Father Sedelmair's (see Venega's) Treatise on the Pines or Ponaleno Indians of North Sonora 
probably also exists in manuscript in some of the exMissions of|that State. The three 
aforementioned MSS linguistic works ought to be recovered and printed. They were Jesuit, works 
according to De Souza's Mexican Bibliotica as quoted by Ludwig, and most likely copies also 
existed in the libraries of the Jesuit college of St. Peter and St. Paul in Mexico city where probably 
De Souza consulted them in 1810. Father Kino is also said to have left philological manuscript at 
a Mission near Alta (probably that of Oquitia), as well as Father Pfefferkorn in his ante-1800 
German works on Sonora. All these rare works have been lately| revised by the celebrated 
Boschman of Berlin. The Santa Barbara Languages in MSS. of 1813. 


Note of October 1862. The Rev. Juan Comapla lately found at Santa Inez Mission manuscript 
copies of the administration of the Holy Eucharist, baptism and marriage in the idiom of the 
Indians of that Mission, written in 1813 and pasted in a copy of the Latin Ritual Romana (Madrid 
1758). Father Jose Sanchez of the Franciscan college at Santa Barbara, also found lately, a 
catechism of the Santa Barbara idiom, evidently composed by Padre Esteran Tapis about 1813. 
These papers are all quite copious, and would fill a small volume of about twelve pages octavo. 
They will be likely printed for the first time in Shea's new linguistic series of the Catholic 
Missionaries. 


The San Gabriel Mission Indians 


The Cura of Santa Ynez Mission, the Rev. Padre Basso, info 
examined, two or three years ago, quite a voluminous catechis 


ed me lately, that he had 
of the San Gabriel language, 


27. Editor (2015): Francisco Loaiza (1736) Dos Libros de los diferentes Idiomas que se usan en la 
Provincia de Sonora. 
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which was made by one of the Missionary Fathers some forty years ago and which is still kept in 
the Mission archives. It is very desirable that this philological rarity should no longer remain in 
manuscript. [Note of February 1863.| 


The Rudo Ensayo 


Under this curious title Mr. J. G. Shea has lately issued in New York (in Feby. 1863) an octavo 
volume of some 250 pages. It contains a full account of Sonora and Arizona by a Jesuit 
Missionary who resided many years in the districts of the Alta Pimeria before 1760, now 
belonging to the U. S. Government and Sonora. It is said to contain much valuable material on the 
Indian tribes and the mineral resources of the country, and was brought from Spain by Mr. 
Buckingham Smith while acting as Secretary of Legation in 1858, who translated it for Mr. Shea's 
publications. Probably this is the long lost work of Alvarez, or of Kino. All works on Sonora, of 
substantial character, deserve to meet a ready sale, as we still know very little about it that can be 
depended upon. 


The Vatican MSS. Collections at Rome 


A friend writes us, in January 1863, that the manuscript papers of the old Jesuit American 
Missionaries are now locked up in the library of the Vatican and entirely inaccessible, even to the 
Jesuits themselves. They have been thus debarred from the learned world since 1770. These 
manuscripts are said to be extremely valuable, curious, and full on all matters relating to the 
Indian histories and languages of French and Spanish North America. 
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The Indian Nations of North America | 


The Indian Nations of North America—Their Languages and Literature. 


One of the most diligent and competent writers on the North Pacific Coast American 
languages is Professor George Gibbes of New York, who resided several years in California and 
Oregon in the employ of the government, and is well known by the Jesuit Missionaries who serve 
the Indian Missions in the different countries of the Columbia river. This gentleman would be 
happy to be of assistance, as an officer of the American Ethnological Society, is answering any 
Inquiries, as he has himself collected over 100 papers on the Indian language of our coast which 
are now in course of publication. To show what missionary materiel has been written on Sonora, 
Sinaloa, etc., which are supposed to have affiliated languages WE the two Californias, we append 
the following from Ludewig's work: | 


1. Father Begert's account of the language of the Guiacura Indians of Lower California, 
published in his German work on California, at Manheim in 1772. 


2. The Lord's Prayer in the Yaqui language of Sonora to be found in the Mithrodates of 
Adelung and Vater. 


3. De Mofras in his 1842 work on California, mentions a grammar of the Tulare Indians, 
written by Father Arroyo of Santa Ynes, about 1825. | 


Dos Libros de los diferentes Idiomas que se usan en la provineia de Sonora; by Father 
Francisco Loaiza, a Mexican Jesuit of 1730. The MSS. exist in the Mission of Yecora in 
Sonora. 


Vocabulario de la lengua Pina (Pinalenos) of Sonora, by Father Santiago Sedlemen, S. J.; 
MSS. 1764. 


Vocabulario, etc., of the Pima Indians of Arizona, by Father Igacio Pfferkorn's history of 
Sonora, published at Koln, in Germany in 1794, in 8vo. 


. Pfferkern's Manual para administrair a los Andias del idioma Caquita los Sanctos 


Sacramentos. Compiled by a Jesuit Missionary of the province of Sinaloa. Printed at 
Mexico in 16mo. in 1741, of pp. 168. 


Some account of the Olamentke Indians of Bodega, California, by the Russian Consul 
Kostromitinoff; published in the Journal of the St. Petersburg Geographical Institute about 
1852. 


. Arte de la lengua principal de Cinatos. (The Yaqui language.) By Father Luis Bouifas, 


MSS. in Mexico City, about 1650. 


10. Vocabulario de la leugua Taquima o Opota de Sonora, y platicos doctrinales en ella, por 


11. 


12: 


Padre Natal Lombairdina. Printed at Mexico in 1702. 


Arte de la lengua Tepehuana de la Sinaloa; y la Confessionario y Catechismo de ella; Por 
Padre Benito Rinaldini, Jesuit, Mexico, 4mo. pp. 200 1748. Ludewig also mentions 
similar works on the same language by Fonte, 1616; Fernandez, 1606, and Figueroa, 1717. 
These were Franciscan and Jesuit fathers. 


The Tarahumaras of Eastern Sonora, had Vocabularies, grammars, etc., written by the 
Fathers Martin Stiffel, printed at Bruna (Germ.), 1791; Victoriena, at Zacatecas 1750; and 
Figueroa, 1717. 


13. Nez-Percés First Book, printed at the Protestant Clearwater Mission Press, 1839, pp. 20. 


14. 


15. 


Father Adam Gilg, Jesuit, wrote a treaties on the languages of the Pimas, Eudeves and 
Seris Indians of Sonora, about 1730. 


Doctrina Christiana, Oraciones, Confessionarios, Arte y Vocabulario de la lengua Cora (of 
Sinaloa), por Padre Jose de Ortega. Printed for the Bishop of Guadalajara at Mexico In 
1733, 1 vol., 8vo. 


The languages of these countries and the California and North Pacific, have been diligently 


collated, compared, and revised, within the last ten years by the most distinguished philologists of 
Europe, and the work is still progressing as new material accumulates. The Imperial Academies 
of Paris, Berlin, Vienna and St. Petersburg, and of the learned Societies of London, are interested 
monthly in discussions on the relation which the West Coast idioms bear to the ancient 
civilization and extinct empires of the Spanish North American Indians. Many of the most learned 
of the Catholic theologians of Italy and France have written in the last few years and been drawn 
into the questions at issue and new truths of great scientific value developed. The learned 
Associations of New York, Philadelphia, and Boston, have also immense material, printed and 
manuscript, on the subject, which are in course of discussion and solution by the brightest lights 
of American literature.—[A. s. T.—Extract from note in San Francisco Monitor of 18 Oct. 1862.] 
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Unpublished Works on the Indian Philology 


Mr. John Gilmary Shea, whose name is so often mentioned in our notes, and one of the most 
distinguished Indianologists and philologists in America, contemplates, very shortly, to add his 
now celebrated Linguistic Series of the aboriginal tongues of North America, the following 
words, some of which relate to the Pacific domain, to wit: The Chinook Jargon Vocabulary, a 
vocabulary of the Chinook language, vocabularies of the Clallam and Sumni Indians and 
Nesqually dictionary; all, as is understood, compiled and edited by Prof. George Gibbes and Mr. 
Shea; the dictionaries, etc., on the languages of the Huron and Illinois tribes, written by the Jesuit 
Missionaries of Canada prior to 1730, mentioned in Mr. Shea's circular in the Smithsonian report 
of 1861, are very voluminous works, and from the great expense of publishing this class of books, 
must cost not less than $1,000 each. The generous and devoted labors of this eminent writer in the 
fields of the Alta California philology, and whose name is now held in the highest esteem by the 
first savan of the European capitals, entitle him, with other literary publications relating to this 
coast, to a high niche in the California Bibliography. His two works of the history of the Catholic 
Missions of the United States, from 1550 to 1854, and the history of the Catholic Church in the 
United States, from the early Colonial times to 1856, published, in New York in 1857, though 
without pretense or show, are now considered really valuable works, and of a most candid, honest 
and approved style. Both these works contain excellent material relating to the history of Alta 
California and new Mexico, and of the status of the Catholic EN Missions and Indians of 
those countries. 


The volumes of Shea's series are issued in very small editions, of not more than 100 or 200 
copies and are mostly, so far, intended for the purposes of study, and are no source of profit to the 
editor, which is a matter the wealthy scientific and literary societies and men of Europe and 
America ought to speedily obviate. This would be an encouragement to the editor and his 
successors to extend the series in the future, as philologists are aware of a large number of Indian 
dictionaries and grammars still in manuscript in the libraries of New York, Philadelphia, Boston, 
and other cities of the United States, many written long prior to 1820, of the highest scientific 
value, and of which it is very desirous a proper bibliographical catalogue should be speedily 
published, and of their places of deposit, so that inquirers would| know of their comparative value 
and whereabouts.—[Note, June 1863.] | 


The Catholic Catechisms of the Indiada 


It is very desirable that scientific philologists should take advantage of the good dispositions 
of the Roman Catholic ecclesiastical authorities at Rome, to make a collection of such excellent 
material as the Apostle’s Creed, the Lord’s Prayer, the Confession of Faith, etc., which still exist 
in the Indian and Spanish languages of all the Indian Missions and parishes of California, Oregon, 
British Columbia, Washington, Nebraska, New Mexico, Sonora, Sinaloa, and all parts of Mexico 
and Central America. Such a collection could be easily made in a few years, by an appeal to the 
Pope and the Catholic hierarchy, and would have an immense grammatical and ethnological 
value. A systematic plan should be adopted in printed form by some of the leading Savans for the 
furtherance of this object. 
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The Mutsun Language 


This language, which, by a comparison of the vocabularies of the Indians of Soledad, 
Monterey, Santa Cruz, Santa Clara, and San Francisco Dolores, is shown to be similar to that 
spoken near San Juan Mission (where the Mutsunes were numerous), may now be studied at 
leisure by philologists from the extensive grammar and dictionary of Father Arroyo, recently 
published by Mr. J. G. Shea of New York. It is the only thorough account yet known of any of the 
Indian languages of the two Californias. The tribes of the Missions mentioned, numbered, in 
1822, about 9,000 souls. [Note of 4 Oct. 1862.] 
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The Indians of Los Angeles County 


The following is some additional matter about the Indians of Los Angeles County, from the 
papers of Henry Reid, part of which were inserted in the /ndianology of California, Second 
Series, 1860. 


Food and Raiment 


The animal food in use among them was deer-meat, young coyotes, squirrels, badgers, rats, 
gophers, snakes, raccoons, skunks, wild cats, the small crow, the blackbirds, hawks, ground-owls 
and snakes, with the exception of the rattlesnake. A few eat the bear, but in general it is rejected 
on superstitious grounds, hereafter to be mentioned. A large locust or grasshopper was a favorite 
morsel, roasted on a stick, at the fire. Fish—whales, seals, sea-otters, and shell-fish, formed the 
principal subsistence of the immediate Coast Range of lodges and islands. 


Acorns, after being divested of their shell, were dried, and pounded in stone mortars, put into 
filterns of willow-twigs, worked into a concave form, and raised on little mounds of sand, which 
were lined of two inches of sand; water added and mixed up; then filled up again and again with 
more water, at first hot and then cold, until the tannin and bitter principle was extracted. The 
residue was than collected and washed free of any sandy particles it might contain. On settling, 
the water was poured off; after being well boiled, it became a sort of mush, and was eaten when 


cold. The next favorite food was the kernel of a species of plum, which grows in the mountains 
and islands, called by them Islay. Some Americans call it the Mountain Cherry, although it 
partakes little of either the plum or cherry. It has a large stone, to which numerous fibers are 
attached, pervading the pulp, of which there is very little. The color when perfectly ripe inclines to 
black, and very much like what in Mexico is called the Ciruela. This cooked, formed a very 
nutritious, rich, saccharine aliment, and looked much like dry boiled frijoles. Chia, which is a 
small, gray, oblong seed, was procured from a plant, apparently of the thistle kind, having a 
number of seed-vessels on a straight stalk, one above the other, like wild sage. This roasted and 
ground into meal, was eaten with cold water, being of a glutenous consistency, and very cooling. 
Pepper-grass seed was also much used; the tender stalks of wild sage, several kinds of berries, and 
a number of roots. All their food was either cold or nearly so, which, of course, tended to preserve 
the teeth. Salt was used very sparingly in their food, from an idea that it had a tendency to turn 
their hair gray. 


The men wore no clothing, but the women in the interior had a deer-skin wrapped round the 
middle, while those of the coast had sea otter skins, put to the same purpose. Their covering at 
night consisted of rabbit-skins, cut square, and sewed together in the form of a bed-spread. Rings, 
or ornaments of any kind, were never attached to the nose, although all the Indians of 
Buenaventura and Santa Barbara had them. The men inserted a reed, or piece of cane, through 
each ear, while the women wore regular earrings, each of which was composed of four long 
pieces of a whale's tooth, ground down smooth to a cylindrical form, of eight inches in length, and 
half an Inch in diameter. These were hung (with the feathers of the hawk and turkey-buzzard) 
from a ring made of the Oblon [Abalone?] shell. Their necklaces were very heavy and large, 
consisting of innumerable strings, of various lengths, of their money beads—of beads made of 
black stones, and pieces of whales' teeth, ground round and perforated. They used bracelets on 
both wrists, of very small shell-beads. 


During the season of flowers the females and children decked themselves in splendor, not only 
entwining them in the hair, but stringing them with the stalks and leaves, making wreaths of them. 


Births and Deaths 


Immediately on the birth of a child, the mother and infant were baked, or in other words, 
purified. In the center of a hut a large hole was dug; an immense fire was kindled therein, and 
large stones heated until red-hot; when nothing but hot embers and the aforesaid stones remain, 
bundles of wild tansy are heaped on, and then the whole is covered with earth, with the exception 
of a small aperture in the middle. The mother had to stand over this hole with her child, wrapped 
up in a mat, funnel-fashion, while cold water was gradually introduced into the opening. This 
generated great quantities of steam, which was so hot at the commencement, as to cause the 
mother to leap and skip not a little, while it produced profuse sweating afterwards. When no more 
steam was produced, the mother and child lay down on the heap of earth, and were well covered 
up until the steaming process was renewed. Three days was the term of purification, and morning 
and evening, the times for sweating; no food was allowed to the mother during that time, and her 
drink (water) was warmed. She was now allowed to eat of everything at discretion, except animal 
food, which was debarred her for the period of two moons. Her diet at length completed, three 
pills were prepared of the size of a musket ball, compounded of one part meat and one part wild 
tobacco. These were administered to her, swallowed, and from henceforth she was declared free 
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to eat meat of any kind; but not until the child could run about yas she privileged to share her 
husband's bed. | 


drank the same with great gusto. They then had a dance round the happy father, chanting all the 


If a child was born to a chief, the old women immediately he haps and washing it in water, 
while the future renown of the little one. 


When a person died, all the kin collected to lament and mourn his or her loss. Each one had 
his own peculiar mode of crying or howling, as easily distinguished the one from another, as one 
song is from another. After lamenting awhile, a mournful dirge Was sung, in a low whining tone, 
accompanied by a shrill whistle, produced by blowing into the tube of a deer’s leg bone. Dancing 
can hardly be said to have formed a part of the rites, as it was m¢rely a monotonous motion of one 
foot on the ground. This was continued alternately, until the body mourned showed signs of 
decay, when it was wrapped up in the covering used in life. The hands were crossed upon the 
breast, and the body tied from head to foot. A place having being dug in their burial-place, the 
body was deposited with seeds, etc, according to the means of the family. If the deceased was the 
head of a family, or a favorite son, the hut in which he died was burned up, as likewise all of his 
personal effects, reserving only some article or another, or a lock of hair. This reservation was not 
as a memento of the deceased, but to make a feast with on some future occasion, generally after 
the first harvest of seeds and berries. 


Customs 


A great number of their young men being hunters, they of course had their peculiar 
superstitions. During a hunt they never tasted food, nor on their return did they partake of what 
they themselves had killed, from an idea that, whoever ate of his own game hurt his hunting 
abilities. Before going on a hunting expedition they stung themselves all over with nettles, more 
particularly the eyes, the lids of which were opened to introduce the leaves. This was done to 
make them watchful, vigilant, and clear-sighted. The skin of a deer's head and neck was put on 
their own, and on seeing game they would feign to be grazing, lifting up the head occasionally to 
stare about. By such means they approached so near as to make the first arrow generally “tell.” 


To make them hardy and endure pain without wincing (for cowardice, as to corporeal 
suffering, was considered, even among the women, as disgraceful), they would lie down on the 
hill of the red ant, having handfuls of them placed in the region of the stomach, and about the 
eyes. lastly, to insure a full dose, they swallowed them in large/quantities, alive! 


A small string of buckskin was tied round the neck of thos¢ who were swift of foot. 


When a girl came to the age of puberty, it was a joyful occásion for her relations. She 
underwent a purification in the same manner as women did at ¢hild-birth, accompanied by 
singing, and all were informed of her being marriageable. 


The children were not without some education, for if an adult asked a boy or a girl for a drink 
of water, they were not allowed to put it to their lips until the other had satisfied his thirst. If two 
persons were in conversation, a child was not permitted to pass between them, but made to go 
round them on either side. No male, from childhood upward, was allowed to call his sister “lair,” 
even in jest—the word “liar” being yayare. 


503 


The name of God, as before mentioned, was never taken in vain, and the only exclamation 
amounting to anything like an oath was niomare, which simply means bless me! 


Animosity between persons or families was of long duration, particularly between those of 
different tribes. These feuds descended from father to son, until it was impossible to tell how 
many generations. They were however harmless in themselves, being merely a war of songs, 
composed and sung against the conflicting party, and they were all of the most obscene and 
indecent character imaginable. There are two families at this day, whose bad feelings commenced 
before Spaniards were even dreamed of, and they still continue yearly, singing and dancing 
against each other. The one resides at the Mission of San Gabriel, and the other at San Juan 
Capistrano. They both lived at San Bernardino when the quarrel commenced. During the singing, 
they keep stamping on the ground, to express the pleasure they would derive from trampling on 
the graves of their foes. Eight days was the duration of the long fight. 


They saluted each other on meeting, by crying *ava, aha?" (How are you?) to which the other, 
if well, responded Tepepko; but if unwell, by Chainoc. On parting they had no “good-by,” the one 
merely saying yama uimi (I am going); to which the other answered mea! (Go!) 


In regard to painting themselves, they had different grades, according to the occasion. 
Warriors and dancing parties were painted with different colors. Young females in love painted 
sparingly on the cheeks with red ochre. Women to the middle age and a little over, when required 
to be in the sun, put it on plentifully all over their features, to prevent their getting sunburnt. 


Summer was considered to have commenced whenever the croaking of frogs was heard. This, 
with the sun's declination north and south, served them to reckon long periods by, but short time 
was reckoned by days and months. 


Sports and Games 


These were few, and all of a gaming nature. The principal one was Chuchurke, or peon, as it is 
called by the Spaniards. It consisted in guessing in which hand a small piece of stick was held 
concealed by another. Four persons on a side composed a set, who sat opposite each other. They 
had their singers, who were paid so much a game, and an umpire who kept count, held the stakes, 
settled disputes, and prevented cheating. He was paid so much a night, and had to provide the 
firewood. He was provided with 15 counters, which were of reed, and eight or ten inches long. 
The guessers never spoke, but giving the palm of the left hand a sharp slap with the right, pointed 
with the finger to the side they supposed contained the peon. Those who guessed right won the 
peon, and the others gained a counter each, and so on, until they possessed all the counters or lost 
all the peons, when the opposite side took the counting part. 


The peon was white, of an inch or so in length but they had also a black one, which, to prevent 
fraud, they had to remove to the other hand on changing, so as to always retain one in each hand 
to show when called upon. 


This was their favorite game, and they sometimes bet their all upon it. It still continues to be 
their ruling passion to bet at this game in preference to any other, for the bystanders take as much 
interest, and wager as heavily as those principally engaged. 
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Another game, called Chachaukee, was played between two. The counters consisted of 50 
small pieces of wood, stuck on end, in the ground, in a row, and two inches apart, with a pointer 
for each player to show his stage of the game. Light pieces of split reed, with the under side 
blackened, were thrown, points down, and as many white sides as came up, counted to the 
thrower; but where all came up black, they counted also. To throw eight, entitled the thrower to 
another throw. | 


The adversaries counted from opposite ends; and if one’s count came to that of the other, the 
rule was for the party caught to commence anew, which prolonged the game sometimes to a great 
length. 


A game called Hararienar, consisted in rolling a ring, and two persons threw large lances of 
reed, and if the ring lay on one or the other, so it counted. Three times constituted a game. 


The last I shall mention is Wauri, in which, one person placed under a basket, eight pieces of 
reed (painted on one side) as he thought proper, while another made corresponding marks on the 
ground. They were then compared to see whether the guess was right or wrong. 


Football was unknown until after the conquest, when they learned it of the Indians of San 
Diego. | 
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The Indians of San Buenaventura Mission in Santa Barbara 
County. 23 April. 1881 


The Mission is situated about thirty miles south of the Mission of Santa Barbara, at the mouth 
of a fertile valley opening into the Pacific Ocean. The buildings are not over a mile from the 
seashore and can be plainly seen by passing vessels. They are all now in a state of decay and ruin. 
The old rancherias of the Indians covered some of the finest lands in the country, including the 
valley proper of San Buenaventura river, and the plains of the Saticoy or Santa Clara river, 
southwards of the Mission and extending over several valleys parallel to that of Saticoy, which all 
run up north and east into the country from the ocean coast. The whole of the country must have 
been populous in Indians before the arrival of the Spaniards, say in 1600. 


The following are the names of its old rancherias, taken from the Mission books at our visit in 
April 1861. The Mission was founded by Padres Junípero Serra and Pedro Benito Cambon on the 
31st of March, 1782, as stated in the first book of Baptisms by P. Junípero. It was dedicated to San 
Buenaventura Cardinal, Bishop and Seraphic Doctor" tiempos 1234. In the church is preserved 
his effigy. We saw no good paintings as in Santa Barbara. On the 6th of March, 1805, died, at the 
Mission, Padre Pablo Mugartequi, 63 years old, one of the companions of Junípero. 


Names of Rancherias 


Miscanaka, name of the Mission site. Ojai or Aujay, about ten miles up San Buenaventura 
river. Mugu, on the coast near sea on Guadalasca rancho not far from the point so called. Matilija, 
up the S. B. river towards Santa Inez, which Mission also had Matilija Indians. The Matilija Sierra 
separates the valleys of S. Buenaventura and S. Ynez. Sesps was on the San Cayetano rancho of 
Saticoy river twenty miles from the sea. Mupu and Piiru were on the arroyos of those names 
which came into the Saticoy near Sespe. Kamulas was higher up above Piiru. Cayeguas (not a 
Spanish name as spelt on some maps) en rancho of that name. Somes or Somo near hills of that 
name. Malico, range of hills south of Somo. Chichilop, Lisichi, Liam, Sisa, Sisjulcioy, Mala-hue, 
Chumpache, Lacayamu, Ypuc, Lojos Aogni, Luupsch, Miguigui, and Chihucchihui were names 
of other rancherias. An old Indian Alcalde living at Saticoy, named Luis, who is now 65 years old 
and was born and baptized at the Mission (by Father Jose Senan), told me that the two curious, 
round, woodless grass-hills, near the river below Saticoy, not far from the sea-shore, are called in 
Indian by the name of Tasalaloo for the small one and Masallaloo for the large one. These hills 
look like immense mounds. The lower Los Angeles road runs between them. Ishgua or Ishguaget 
was a rancheria of fine-looking, yellowish-white, red-checked Indians, who lived near the mouth 
of the Saticoy river and not far from the beach. Probably the sailors of Cabrillo (1541) and of 
Viscaino's vessels in 1602 had something to do with the fairer complexion and better character of 
the Indians of all the vicinities of the Santa Barbara channels. Small clams (edible) and fish are 
very abundant at the mouth of the Saticoy. Hueneme was a rancheria on the ocean coast a few 
miles south of Saticoy river. Tapo and Simi were rancherias on the present Noriega rancho of 
Simi. Saticoy is the name of the existing rancheria (now of some 20 Indians, little and big) on the 
lower part of the Santa Paula, or Saticoy rancho, about eight miles from the sea, near some fine 
springs of water not far from the river, and near the high road going up the valleys; the soil around 
it is remarkably fertile. 


Indian Names of Men 


Pamascucase, Teminay, Sitapienihuan, Giliacuit, Sulalmahui, Cuahue, Nujay, Canuya, 
Tumachuit, Sacpalayuze, Siesacucahimehuit, Chaplihuijahichet, Chapac, and Silimunat. These 
are from the Mission Padron books. Old Luis told me his Indian name was Chapaka. 


Women's Names 


Yacumu, Iultimelene, Chatutmehuc, Guatanmehuc, Giliamicut, Alilaliehuc, Nimehuc, 
Alachu, Aluluayeulelenet, and Guaucasum. These names bear affinities to those of Santa Barbara, 
St. Ynez, and Purisima. 


Mupu, Sisa, and Mugu were the most populous rancherias. Old Luis, who was formerly a 
Mission Alcalde, and is considered Chief of all the remnants of the Mission Indians, tells me that 
he has some 40 subjects at Piiru, and about the same number at the Canada in San Buenaventura 
valley and at Aujay in that vicinity. The Indians still consider him their head man in all these 
parte. The old man is considered by his patrones, the More, as an honest old fellow, very sober 
and very religious. He has a small good house at Saticoy, and many comforts about him, and 
always goes neatly dressed. He showed me an earthen olla or jar, holding more than a gallon, 
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which he says the Santa Rosa Island Indians used to commonly make before the Padres removed 
them (1810-20). The figure and shape of this jar is precisely that of the jars or ollas of the Gila 
river and Chihuahua Indians figured in Bartlett’s work on the Mexican survey, and hold, say, two 
gallons, and well made. It is not glazed. There was also a similar shaped and sized olla made of 
the soapstone of Santa Catalina Island, which could be easily cut with a knife. This soapstone was 
dug out like mortars. Many utensils were made of it. 


The basket-pans and vessels the Indians here away make of reed, are exceedingly elegant, 
light, and durable. They made the best in the country in former times. He also showed me a basket 
Jar or bottle precisely of same figure, shape, and size as the jar or olla, about 12 inches high with 
a mouth three inches in diameter and without a lip. This basket-bottle was handsomely made like 
the basket work of a demijohn, and the inside was lined with asphaltum to that it could hold water. 
They are sometimes made of the straw of grasses or tules, as are the pane, seed-sifters, etc. 


The Messrs. More, who own the Saticoy and San Cayetano ranchos, are proprietors also of a 
part of the Island of Santa Rosa, where they have had several thousand head of cattle running for 
some years past. They inform me that Santa Rosa contains a = deal of good land with 
abundant water. They say it must have been very thickly populated with Indians in the old times, 
as the sites of their rancherias are scattered numerously over the island. They are surrounded with 
heaps of the shells of clams, muscles, aulones and other shell-fish, and also broken pottery, 
broken metates, mortars, etc. 


The mortars of Santa Rosa were very handsomely and well|made, of a kind of slatestone or 
blue granite. They are altogether different from the clumsy mortars of the upper country or Sierra 
Nevada Indians. They are commonly found at this day at all the Indian huts in Santa Barbara 
county, and among many Spanish families. They are very durable and are said to have been 
worked by flint and other tools made of jasper, chalcedony, agate and other silicated stones, which 
are very abundant in these parts. The pestles are smooth and particularly well made, some of them 
18 inches long. 


The Metates of Santa Rosa 


At Saticoy we saw a metate weighing about 200lbs, made of a reddish compact sandstone 
very commonly seen in the hills around San Buenaventura and the Saticoy valley. Old Luis and 
some of the half-breed vaqueros of More told us it came from Santa Rosa Island, while others said 
it was made by the former Indians of the old Mugu or Muguigi rancheria near the sea and close to 
where the Sierra de Somo comes down to the ocean near the boundary of Los Angeles county. 
Others seemed to think it came from the Arroyo Piiru or Peyrou rancheria. Two smart vaqueros of 
More assured us they had often seen broken metates on Santa Rosa Island and broken ollas (jars 
and pottery) on the sites of the old rancherias, but these said métates were not always of redstone, 
but generally of a blackstone, softer than those of Mexico which the Saticoy people never use, and 
belonging to the old Mission. All the Indians (some without doubt) seemed to say that the metates 
were made both at Santa Rosa Island and in the vicinity of Saticoy, before the padres came to 
California. We are inclined to believe that this is a fact, and that the metate is an indigenous 
utensil of the Indians of the Santa Barbara channel. It should be here noted that the southern hills 
of the rancho of Simi are often called the Sierra de Santa Rosa and they abound in sandstone, 
silicated and volcanic stones. These Santa Rosa Island metates (black) were smaller and lighter 
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than those brought from Mexico, and were not of vesicular basalt like the Mexican ones. The 
large red sandstone one of Saticoy was concave like that of Mexico, stood on three short, stout 
feet, about three inches high, and were made to incline down like the Mexican. It was about four 
inches thick—16 inches broad and 30 inches long. A similar red sandstone metate is still 
preserved in Santa Barbara. It ought to be here noted that some of these red metates are depressed 
in the middle of the concave, i.e. they are lower in the middle than at either end. The word Metate, 
Luis says, has always been used by the Indians of the channel and they have no other word for it. 


Two millstones of black vesicular basalt formerly belonging to the Mission, were at Saticoy, 
and the Indians told us they were made for the Padres, in the olden times, by the Piiru Indians, 
whose country is bounded by the Matilija range of Santa Ynez and the San Emedio range of the 
Tejon. The Indians said millstones and grindstones used to be made also in the hills of the Sierra 
de Somo, and other ranges southward and eastward, which is likely to have been the case. At 
Saticoy we found a San Fernando Indian working at his blacksmith trade, and could make very 
good spurs, bits, etc., for horses, besides anything in the blacksmith line such as Mexican 
workmen can do. He had built up his own furnace, and made many of his tools—his bellows were 
American. 
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The Indians of San Buenaventura Mission in Santa Barbara County, 23 April, 
1861.—Continued. | 


The Indians of San Buenaventura mission still living number not far from 150 souls—they 
live in the rancherias of Aujay or Ojai, Saticoy and Piiru and acknowledge old Luis as their head 
man, chief or Alcalde—they are very thriftless and dirty generally, but some of them keep 
themselves very tidy. They are similar to the Indians still living in the upper part of Santa Ynez 
valley and other parts of Santa Barbara county. There are two of them near Santa Barbara town 
(north of it), one at the Cienigitas and another at the Canada Marie Ignacia of the Patera farm, also 
two others near Sta. Ynez mission, called Akachuma and Kalawassa. In these places they live 
apart from the white people in their own huts and houses, and are very jealous and suspicious of 
strangers. Some of their old-fashioned, oval, conical straw huts, capable of holding from one to 
five families, are still used by them, while others use adobe huts shingled or straw covered, They 
still live on muscles, acorns, fish and grass-seeds as their ancestors did, in default of frijoles, corn, 
etc. A Saticoy Indian we found making a stew of boiled wheat and clams. These small clams are 
of delicious taste when properly cooked; they are very plentiful on the sea shore, where the San 
Buenaventura and Saticoy rivers empty into the ocean. These Saticoy Indians had the pure Indian 
nose, mouth, hair, eyes, etc., the same as other Indians of California; old Luis and several others 
were, however, small made people, like many of the Aztec Mexicans. We know several of the old 
Mission Indians of Santa Barbara county who can read, and use their own Spanish prayer books. 


The valley of San Bueneventura or Miscanaka, is separated from that of Saticoy by a steep 
sierra, nearly impassable for horsemen except in certain passes; it must be over 2000 feet high. 


At the Mission this ridge comes nearly down to the sea. The mission valley is about a mile 
wide at the mouth, but narrows for a few miles further up and then widens out. Going south you 
meet a narrow, shelving plain, sloping to the sea, and keeping on the Los Angeles road for seven 
or eight miles, this plain grows wider, until it is seen stretching across the Saticoy river and along 
the ocean for over thirty miles; a dead flat plain, coming down to the sea. These plains and valleys 
run up laterally to the eastward, the hills rising abruptly from the plains in a highly singular 
manner, and covered with a rich coating of fine grass, sustaining great herds of cattle and other 
stock. The Saticoy valley runs up from the sea towards San Fernando Mission for over fifty miles, 
and contains abundance of excellent soil, good water, and a healthy, temperate climate—the only 
drawbacks of this country are the scarcity of timber and the plague of grasshopper-locusts—a 
bona fide specie of the migratory locust. But it can sustain a numerous population, as everything 
grown in the United States can be grown there. 


The Indigenous the of California 


This Bee is mentioned in Padre Boscana's account of the San Juan Capistrano Indians. We had 
never met with it before, but near Saticoy we fell in with several colonies of them. They are of the 
size and figure of the domestic bee, but the body is coal black—the head, throat, and legs covered 
with white down—the wings are downy, but transparent. I saw some of them carrying on their 
legs what seemed to be wax and bee-bread, from the abundant mustard pastures adjacent. They 
make a small, even-worked hole (of the dimensions of their body) in the ground, and set up a 
great bee-noise about the horse and his rider when he passes them. We got into the midst of 
several colonies, but none of them stung us or our horse, though we stopped right in the midst of 
them for half an hour. They are said to sting sometimes—the sting seemed to be the same as that 
of the domestic bee, and they were very spiteful when caught, but could not get through our 
gloves. Each of their holes is separate from the other by several inches—there will often be a 
hundred holes within the circle of two or three yards. We could ascertain nothing of their 
underground life. A colony of them occupies about twenty yards in diameter, and they are 
generally met with on the high roads. They are very abundant on the Saticoy plains. The 
Californians say they make honey, and underground they make their cells, together with wax, 
where they lay their eggs and breed—the Indians and natives catch these bees and squeeze out 
their honey-bags—they say they sting badly. 


The Mission Garden 


We found the old Mission garden with a very fine soil and plenty of water flowing through 
it—it is directly in front of the buildings on the high road. It is about 600 yards square, and 
contains some 200 fine old olive trees, the fruit of which is very large and of excellent flavor. 
Some of the olives have been pickled this year, and also an attempt made to manufacture oil. 
There were four fine large palms in the garden—apparently the date-palm. They are said to have 
been growing here at the time of Vancouver's visit in 1792. Indigenous palms grow abundantly in 
San Diego county. We found the said-to-be date-palm, similar to the San Buenaventura ones, 
growing at Santa Barbara and San Luis Obispo—they also grow at San Gabriel and San Diego 
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Missions. There were also fine pears, some apples; several fig trees, two large soft-shelled walnut 
trees, and several other kinds of fruit-trees. These nuts were of the same species as those from 
France and Spain sold in our country stores—the priest had some of them and we found them 
excellent—the frees seemed to be 40 years old. | 


The Mustard plant (black seed) abounds in all this vicinity as thickly as it does near San Jose 
mission and city—on the plains near by, it hides completely horse and rider. The tradition of the 
Indians and the country people is that it was first planted by the priests at this mission, ante 1800, 
and from this center, it has overrun the districts of all the old mission lands where the soil is rich; 
it prefers always the best and strongest soils. We entirely believe, from its abundance near San 
Buenaventura, that nature confirms tradition. Indigenous species of cactus (two kinds) are also 
found in the hills immediately south of the Mission. Large groves of cottonwoods (poplars) were 
found scattered over the Saticoy bottoms, free from all underbrush. 


At San Buenaventura commences the southern dry, woodless, denuded plains and sierras of _ 
Southern California, and also a new fauna and flora. 


His Mightiness, the God of Day 


As we were riding over the Saticoy plains, with the full moon at our back, the God of day 
setting over the island of Santa Rosa in all his glory, exhibited à large spot near the middle, 
towards the northeast—it seemed to be a balloon floating before its disc. This occurred at half- 
past 6 P. M. of 22d April. 


The Geological Formations 


While passing on the sea beach, south of the Tincon, we met with abundant evidences of 
recent volcanic and dynamic changes. Indurated clays and sandstones, highly silicated and 
petrified, abounded. On the sea beach they were abundant. Large slabs of claystones, sandstones, 
and cemented rubble, were found, in which the remains of molluscs shells were imbedded, 
preserving, often, their natural colors—mostly a bright orange. Some were entire while others 
were in a broken comminuted state and mixed up with water-washed pebbles. They were all 
highly siliciated and hard as flint. The shells seemed to be of living species and the change seems 
to have occurred on the present line of the beach, probably below the water and then heaved up. 
The stratifications of the clay-stones, of different colors, were perfectly preserved in the most 
beautiful manner. | 


At the Saticoy sheep corral, the sedimentary clay slab formations (two to four inches thick) 
were found so thin that the sheep bad broken through the layers, making it look like steps—each 
layer seemed to have sand between them. 


On the Upper Santicoy valley, the bluffs on each side, and the high hills showed there had 
been immense land slips, showing earthy and sandy precipices of from fifty to three hundred feet, 
and making travel on horseback extremely laborious and difficult. In many places, rocky 
formations were exposed of red, yellow, etc; in others pure white soil intermixed with depository 
lines of water-worn stones of all sizes. The valley seems to have been the axes of immense 
upheavals, depressions, and deluges of watery currents of tremendous force. It is on a parallel 
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with San Fernando, the Tejon, the Mohave, and the Colorado Chiquito. All the rivers, in the wet 
season, convey heavy solutions of soluble silicates of clay, lime, sulphur, etc, and no doubt the 
compounding of these salts on sulphur, phosphorous, silica, and other secret chemical forces of 
volcanic nature produces the cemented looking compactness of the dry river bed in the summer, 
of this district, and also of the gold-mine districts of the Sierra Nevada. All kinds of volcanic 
products are found in the vicinity; asphaltum, sulphur, umber, quartz, flint, jasper, lava, basalt, 
etc., needing a thorough geologist to classify them. It would well repay such visitors. The umber 
was used by the priests for paint. 


The Great Basin and its pluvial sedimentary lines similar to those of the valley of the Upper 
Colorado. The same causes that upheaved the ruins of the Great Basin, and depressed the bed of 
the Upper Colorado and affluents, with their strongly marked lines of pluvial flowings, seemed to 
have troubled the Saticoy country and all the borders of the neighboring coasts; and doubtless 
upheaved the Santa Barbara channel islands. A question may be raised here which has not been 
propounded before, in connection with these Salt Lake and Colorado water marks, at least, to our 
knowledge: May not the Salt Lake country have been the upper part of the Ancient Colorado? 
May not the Great Basin have been an immense reach, shallow lagoon, or deep lake? May it not 
have been elevated like the crater of a volcano, and its rim—southern rim—raised the beds of the 
Upper Colorado affluents and sent their waters rushing down to the gulf? The waters of the 
present Great Basin evaporating afterwards, excepting the Great Salt Lake, and Humboldt, 
Carson, Truckee and other lakes. We must remember the entire southern rim of the Great Basin 
has been very imperfectly explored—no one has yet traced its connection with the Colorado 
country. The Great Basin is only one quarter of the distance between the Pacific and Atlantic. It 
only commences 150 miles in a straight line from the coast of California. 
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The Caracara Eagle or Mexican Eagle—the Polyborus Tharus of 
Naturalists 


The ninth volume of the Railroad Reports (p. 45) contains a short account of this bird of prey, 
which it seems is found in many parts of Texas, Mexico, New Mexico, and Louisiana, as likewise 
in Chili and the Buenos Ayres Provinces of South America, as may be seen in Gillis’ Chili and 
Darwin’s Voyage of a Naturalist. We can meet with no account of its having been found in any 
portion of California (ante-1861) from the latest authorities within our reach. During our present 
visit to Saticoy (April 1861) we were surprised to see on the plains hard by, flocks of a species of 
hawk, circling and soaring in companies of from 20 to 100, like the Cathartes Aura (the Turkey 
Buzzard) with whom they were often in company, as well as with the California Condor. They are 
of the size of a raven, and answer to the dimensions and measurements given of the Caracara 
Eagle or Buzzard in the ninth volume of Railroad Reports aforesaid. It is also nearly exactly the 
same in plumage as that volume gives of the Caracara. We did not see them feeding on dead meat, 
but saw one with a bird in its mouth. The males and females were circling together; what we took 
to be the male, was of a tawny straw-color and mottled, with a darker band (when flying) on the 
bone parts of the wings. It was of same size as female, which was of a fine dark umber plumage. 


They were very scary, with the evolutions of the hawk and turkey-buzzard combined—very quick 
| 


and agile. We shot what we took to be a female, but after we got it, unfortunately lost it from our 
saddle. The iris of the eye was of a distinct light chocolate; under the eye, when shut, there is a 
white spot of fine down as large as the eye, which is concealed until the eye is closed. The bird's 
weight was about two pounds. The plumage was of a magnificent dark umber nearly all over; the 
head, throat and breast, nearly blackish umber; the vent tawny buff; the legs bright yellow; the 
claws black, sharp, and hawk-like; the head small and roundish, the base of the bill yellow and the 
tip of it short, black, and curved down, and very slightly toothed; it had not a regular hawk's bill 
like that of a common chicken-hawk. As we lost it we could not examine the contents of its 
stomach, etc. It likely feeds with the ravens and crows, who were also in company with it, on 
grasshopper, and dead meat. All the Saticoy country is nearly woodless, and this Raptorical bird 
seems to commence its range from thence southward, as it is very rarely seen above San 
Buenaventura. It is a new bird to us in the Ornithology of California. The country south of San 
Buenaventura is almost an open prairie, with plains, hills, and mountains, nearly bare of trees. The 
Caracara or Buzzard above described, bears a great resemblance to the Bramblekites (so called by 
seamen) of the large river at Calcutta, which we have seen in Inda, only it is smaller. 


The Santa Barbara Channel Islands 


In front of the Saticoy plains may be seen stretching in a longitudinal line the Santa-Barbara 
Islands. Anacapa and Santa Crus lie immediately in front of Saticoy. In a very clear day the whole 
of the islands may be seen from the top hills, from San Clemente and Santa Catalina to Santa Rosa 
and San Miguel, making one of the most resplendent aspects in nature. 


The channel proper opens opposite Anacapa and the low plains of Saticoy which, here retire 
abruptly from the hills till they reach the ocean-Shore. The landings in fine weather are good for 
boats, and vessels sometimes discharge cargoes near by the Mission. In this vicinity doubtless 
landed the ships of Cabrillo (1541), and the vessels of Viscaino (1602), and probably many 
Manilla galleons after them, for in those days all vessels hugged the shores. The Indians of this 
vicinity were found to be a lively, active set of people, and very numerous, and were affilees of 
those of the populous islands of Santa Rosa and Santa Catalina, with whom they held frequent 
commerce and communication in canoes made of hollowed out trees, and those made of sticks 
fastened together. Some of these canoes could hold twenty men, others from four to ten men. 
They also held commerce with those of Santa Catalina and San Clemente, and with all the other 
islands of the group. They were great fishermen and traders, from all accounts of Cabrillo and 
Viscaino, dealing in salt fish, fresh fish, and shell fish, and since the advent of the Padres, 1769- 
1830, selling stone mortars, metates, shell money, earthen jars, soapstone jars, basket pans, basket 
jars, and basket pots, holding from two gallons to five, and even ten gallons. We have seen basket- 
jars for storing seeds, etc, in Santa Barbara county, holding from three to eight gallons, and 
remarkably well made, worked and figured like the river Gila ones in Emory's Survey. The shapes 
of these pots, jars, and pans, are nearly precisely the same as those engraved in Bartlett's Mexican 
Survey, of the Gila-river Indians. The earthen jars are a counterpart of the plain unfigured one on 
p. 362 of Bartlett's 2d vol. (only not so compressed), obtained from the Casa Grande ruins of 
Chihuahua. These basket and earthen utensils of the Mohave, Gila, and Colorado Indians may 
also be found engraved in Lt. Whipple's notes in the Railroad volumes, and also in Lt. Michler's 
of the volumes of Emory's Boundary Survey. They all bear a great pattern resemblance to the 
same utensils formerly and at present is use by the Saticoy and other Indian tribes of the Santa 
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Barbara Channel. Their metates were however peculiar in shape and working from those of the 
Mexican Indians, being more clumsy, but still very convenient and well made. Some of them were 
basin-like in the center, or higher at the ends of the metates than in the middle; the concavity 
lengthwise is depressed in the middle with a hollow like a spoon. 


The straw huts of the Gila river Indians are also very similar in construction and shape to 
those of the Santa Barbara Channel Indians, only the Gila ones are more compressed. The 
California straw huts are very comfortable houses, easily built, and when new and well made 
quite handsome and symmetrical, and can hold from one family to ten and twenty persons. 


Bartlett mentions a work on California we have not had the pleasure of seeing as yet, to wit: 
"Catalogo de las Leaguas," in two volumes 4to, by the distinguished philologist Padre Lorenzo 
Hervas, published at Cesena in Italy, in 1784— probably a Mexican Jesuit work. The sailors and 
soldiers of Cabrillo's and Viscaino's vessels had plentiful communication with the Saticoy and 
other Channel Indians, and of course women being so inviting and free, the white men were not 
backward in leaving numerous signs of the human seed they planted—the soil was no doubt 
fruitful afterwards in fairer faces and colors. Viscaino was offered ten women for each of his men 
by the Saticoy chief in 1662. They seem from the first discovery to the present time to have been 
a superior Indiada to the other California tribes, and many of the women were noted for their 
clearer and handsomer features up to 1830. Old Luis and some of the men we saw were of the 
reddish Indian color, but small made and of decidedly Mexican Indian features. Some of the Santa 
Barbara Indian women are light yellowish, with precisely the same small Mexican features, and 
superior to other California Indians. These small Indians seem never to weigh more than 120 
pounds; they are nearly as small as the Hindoos of Bengal. The better class of old Indians have 
fine hair, are never bald, and get exceedingly gray; their hair keeps long to the last. An old 
woman, Marie Ignacio, has small fine features. Roman nose and thin lips. She was the owner of 
150 cattle. 


The Derivation of the Word “Oregon” 


Many disputes have arisen on the derivation of the word Oregon, for the State of that name. 
Some suppose it to have been derived from the abundance of species of wild thyme, sage or 
origanum found in parts of that country, to which the Spanish term Oregano, or Majorum, would 
be applied by Spaniards, as is done in California. Others that the Spaniards applied the word 
Orejones to the Northwest Indians, on account of the people of those part. having such large ears 
and lips, made so by piercing them and then enlarging them by forcing in pieces of wood or bone, 
making them pendulous. The Northwest Indians still practice this, and use heavy earrings, and lip 
and nose ornaments of different materials, as shells, bones, stones, copper, etc, from which the 
Spanish navigators would likely nickname them Orejones or big ears, which they often do with 
big-eared people in ridicule and have often so termed different Indian tribes of Spanish America. 
No doubt the word Oregon is derived from this fact. A friend of ours in Santa Barbara has the bust 
of a Northwest Indian in walrus ivory, with these heavy lip and ear ornaments, executed by those 
Indians with remarkable good handiwork. None of the California Indians seemed to have 
possessed the smallest taste for carvings. 


The word Orejones for the Northwest Indians seems to have gradually grown into use in 
California since the two voyages of Juan Perez, June 1774, and March 1775, who coasted above 
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San Francisco as high up as Queen Charlotte's Island (to 55? north), and who was accompanied 
from California by Friars Tomas de la Pena and Juan Creyspi, who left manuscript accounts, still 
preserved in the Mexican archives, of the appearance, habits, dress, customs, ornaments, etc, of 
the Indians thereaway, in which they notice (vide the life of Padre Junípero) their lip and ear 
ornaments. Many other expeditions were sent north as late as 1793, when the Nootka treaty took 
effect with England and the Spanish left their northern ports, but not until they had very 
thoroughly explored the Northwest Coast as high up as Mt. St. Elias. Many of the Indians were 
brought down to Monterey by the Spanish vessels, who were baptized by the priests (between 
1776 and 1792), and all of which may be found registered in the Mission baptism books of 
Monterey. They were from Nootka and all parts of the northern coasts, and numbered in all 
between twenty and thirty souls. Some of these Oregon neophytes were living in Santa Cruz 
county since 1848, and their descendent still live there. As the wearing of lip, nose, and ear 
ornaments, is so common among the north-coast Indians, there can be little doubt the word 
Oregon is derived from the Spanish nickname Orejones, or big-eared people, to distinguish them 
from the California Indians. 
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The first Cattle and Ranch-stock in California. In June 1770, Capt. Rivera de Moncada, by 
order of Governor Portala, brought up by land from Loretto via San Fernando Villacatti Mission, 
two hundred breeding cows (200 reses vacunas)—they were left for awhile in charge of San 
Diego Mission. In the year 1784, at the time of P. Serra's death, or fourteen years after their 
introduction into Upper California, these had increased to 5384 head. These had grown up from 
eighteen cows given by order of the King to each of the nine missions established from San Diego 
to San Francisco up to 1784. These were the progenitors of all the cattle in California up to July 
1848. In 1784, the missions had 5,629 sheep, and 4,294 goats, etc. (pelo 6 cabris), but no mention 
is made of the number of horses, which animals must have started from those in military use by 
the first explorers from Lower California and Sonora. 


In 1784 these nine missions had made a crop of 15,080 fanegas of grains, to wit: maize, 
wheat, barley, and beans. | 


The Grasshoppers or Locusts in Santa Barbara County in 1861 


These pests made their appearance in millions on the coast-lands of the county from Saticoy 
to the Arroyo Honda, and threaten to do immense damage to the crops. Millions of Saltones or 


young ones without wings may be seen on all the roads since 10 March to the present 1 May, 
when they now begin to take wing—their ravages are then trebled in amount. The chickens eat the 
locusts so greedily at times as to kill them, though they get very fat feeding on them. The locusts 
have completely invaded the town of Santa Barbara. 


Casas Grandes or Great Buildings 


In the account of his visit to the Coasts of California, Cabrillo states that in October 1542, he 
cast anchor in front of a village of Indians close to the sea, called by him Pueblo de los Canoas. 
This was computed by him as fourteen leagues (or say fifty miles) up the coast from the Bay of 
Smoke, i.e. our present San Pedro. This distance would make the situation of the village not far up 
from the Point Mugu of the U. S. Coast Survey charts, and which name of Mugu Cabrillo gives to 
a pueblo or rancheria of the vicinity in a copy of his Original Voyage lately procured by us from 
Madrid; the name is also known to the present Indians now living near San Buenaventura. At the 
village or Pueblo de los Canoes where he anchored, which was in front of a very extensive valley 
on the coast, which is no other than the Saticoy valley, which he was then viewing from its 
southeastern termination near Point Mugu. At this Indian settlement he saw Casas Grandes or 
houses built after the manner of the Spaniard. The Indians of the vicinity also informed him of 
white men who were living in the interior, at seven days from the coast, and to whom he sent 
letters by an Indian carrier. This was the sixth notice he had of white men since he left Cape San 
Lucas. | 


The Indians of the Saticoy coasts were very friendly and intelligent, and he held 
communication with them, for fifteen days. He says the Indians had many cows, which they 
called Cae—probably an extinct buffalo. They also had plenty of maize or corn, which they called 
Oep, a fact highly interesting, as these Indians are shown to be the only ones in California (except 
In the Colorado country) who had any knowledge of the art of Agriculture. They also used the 
Maguey for food; a species of Agave, called in California we believe the Spanish Bayonet, and 
which though much smaller, has a stem five feet high with brilliant white flowers, greatly 
exceeding that of the Century Plant in beauty. This Native Maguey is still exceedingly abundant 
in the mountains around Saticoy. It is called by the native Californians Kikote, doubtless Indian 
term; after roasting, it is sweet and pleasant in taste. 


It seems hardly probable that Cabrillo would make an untruthful statement of this fact, or that 
be could be mistaken as to their (casas grandes) existence. The fact is stated in the author's notes 
on the Voyage of Discovery of Cabrillo published in the San Francisco Herald in 1853; up to this 
time (1861), however, we have been unable to ascertain any reliable information on this point, 
and it is certain that at the present no remains whatever of such buildings are known within the 
boundaries of this county or of Los Angeles county, at least above ground. It is highly probable, 
however, that the Indians of the Santa Barbara coasts and Islands were either the progenitors of 
the Mohave, Colorado, and Gila races, or they were intruding tribes into California; migrants 
from the Gila and Sonora countries—outlaws and runaways from the Toltecan and Aztecan 
confederacies or tribal republics of the great central table-lands eastwards. It seems to us the great 
similarity existing in the basket-work, of different figures, forms, and sizes—the earthen jars—the 
metates—the stone mortars—all handsomely and remarkably made, according to one artistic 
idea—together with the more lively and evidently better affiliated natures of the Coast people of 
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Explorations now being prosecuted to the southward of the Great Basin, and philological 

analogical investigations will within the next twenty years, doubtless assist greatly to clarify this 
obscure subject. There remains little doubt in my mind, that ie Indians of the of Californias are 
affilees of those of Mexico and Central America. 


Los Angeles and Santa Barbara counties, all point to former a Basin with the Mexican tribes. 


Snake Charming 


The Indians of Saticoy, and several parts of Santa Barbara 
the art of Snake Charming, similar to the people of the East Indies. They would capture a 
rattlesnake and secure him in a safe place. The Charmers would then fast five or six days, in the 
meantime using a strong decoction of the Yerba de Viboro or rattlesnake antidote, and bathing 
their bodies with the decoction, also; it is said they chewed thejherb, also, as the California 
vaqueros still do when in danger of rattlesnakes. They would then commence to teach the snake to 
dance and come to them, using calls and such rude music as they practiced. Finally, they would 
teach the snakes to wind themselves around the charmer’s neck, arms, and body, and even allow 
themselves to be bitten with impunity. The rattlesnake is an object of great admiration among all 
the Indian tribes of California, and its habits are well known to them. A friend assures me that 
when he was a boy, a Santa Inez Indian called him to see a queer fight between a rattlesnake and a 
horned frog, in which the snake was the victor and swallowed his enemy entire. His triumph was 
but short-lived, however, as the lively and desperate frog, put in such a hole's corner, went to 
Work and eat his way out of the stomach of the victor, and run off, leaving the foe dying and 
completely hors de combat. | 


ounty further north, understood 


Buffaloes in California 


It is highly probable, the Indian cows mentioned by Cabrillo in 1542, were the same as the 
buffalo or Cibola of New Mexico, which the Spaniards of that period called cows. Doubtless at 
that time their range extended to California. A New Mexican of Abiqui now living in Santa 
Barbara, informed me that when he was a boy of 12, be heard the men say of the first company of 
New Mexico traders to Los Angeles, who came by the Vegas de Santa Clara road, and who were 
commanded by Salazar, that the party (1816 to 1821) killed buffaloes at Jurupa rancho and 
elsewhere in San Bernardino county. I see no good reason to doubt this statement, as it confirms 
the traditions of several of the Indian tribes of the State. 


The Coitch Indians 


A correspondent of the Los Angeles Star of 18 May, 1861, : ays this is a new tribe of Indians 
who live about 150 miles east of the Vegas of Santa Clara. The| Gambusino or mineral explorers 
say their country is plentiful in gold and silver, and that they possess the gold mountain. 


The Iris of the Indian Eye 


The chocolate or reddish brown color of the Iris of the eye in the California Indians, as 
observed in many instances by myself in the aborigines from all parts of the State. follows the 
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general color of the skin, as is inferred by Pritchard in his Natural History of Man (1855), is the 
general rule in all races of men. 
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Note or 15 June, 1861 


Rancherias or Pueblos between Point Mugu and Pt. Concepción, mentioned by Cabrillo in 
1542. 


The following names mentioned by Cabrillo, as I have ascertained lately from the old Indians, 
are still so called by them as they were in 1542: 


Xucu or Shucu, on the Ortega farm, near Rincon Point; Missisissepono, on 
Rafel Gonzale's rancho, on Saticoy river, near sea, sometimes called Pono; 
Coloc, near Carpentaria beach. 


Mugu, below Saticoy some 30 miles, near the sea; Anacbuc or Anacarck, near 
the islet of La Patera, near the sea shore. 


Partocac or Paltocac, the Indian cemetery on the Mesa of La Patera, near sea; 
Aguin, at the Beach of Los Llagos, Canada; Casalic, at the Refugio playa and 
Canada; Tucumu or playa, of Arroyo Honda. 


Xocotoc, Cojo or Cojotoc, near Pt. Concepción; Pt. Concepción, Cancac or 
Caacac, or Cacat. 


The following names mentioned by him could doubtless also be easily located, by inquiry of 
old Indians of their localities: 


Bis, Sopono, Alloc, Xabagua Potultoc, Nacbuc, Elquis Misinigua, Xaquay (or 
Ajuay), Susaguay, Quanmu, Gus, Asimu, and Incpupu. 


He was thirteen days in the vicinity of San Buenaventura. The Indians called Cabrillo's 
Spaniards, Taquimine. 


Rancherias above Pt. Galera or Concepción, to Puerto Sardines, vicinity of San Luis Obispo. 
These were Cicacut, Ciacut, Opia, Anacot, Opistopia, Maquinnanoa, Nocos, Paltatre, Yutum, 
Ana-coac Olesino, Cacat, Quiman, Paltocac, Micoma, Tocane Garamispona. These Pueblos he 
says, had many languages, and were constantly at war with each other. 


The country between, near Pt. Mugu and Pt. Concepción, was called by the Indians Xuca or 
Xuxu, was very populous, and was termed a province by Cabrillo. 


The names of the islands of the channel seem to bear location as follows: Santa Cruz or Limu; 
it had six rancherias as follows; Niquipos, Xugua, Nitel, Macamo, and Nimitapal. San Miguel, or 
Island of Juan Rodriguez (so named as stated in Cabrillo's voyage, alluded to before), was called 
Ciquimuymu; it had two rancherias, called Zaco and Nimilolo. Santa Rosa, in the middle of the 
others, had three rancherias, called Nichochi, Cojcoy, and Ertocoloco; or it may be that Santa 
Rosa is the Nicalque of Cabrillo, which had eight rancherias to it; Niquesesquelua, Poele, 
Pisqueno, Pualnacatup Patiquiu, Patiquilia, Ninimu, Muoc, Pilidquay, and Lilibique. It seems that 
what he calls San Lucas must be the same as Santa Rosa. There is great difficulty in locating the 
islands of the group as we now know them. They were all, from San Clemente to San Miguel, 
very populous in Cabrillo's time. At the small port in San Miguel (probably Cuyler's Harbor) died 
Juan Rodriguez Cabrillo, on the 3d of January, 1543, from a fall, by which he broke his arm near 
the shoulder. The account does not say Cabrillo's body was buried on the island, or taken to 
Mexico, though it is likely be was buried on the island. Spaniards in those times were, however, 
much against being buried in unconsecrated ground. The original account of the voyage from the 
Spanish archives (Smith's collection) alluded to, calls the island “Isla Possession,” to which 
Ferrelo, who succeeded Cabrillo, added that of “Juan Rodriguez.” 


The Indians of Santa Barbara Mission vicinity called Santa Cruz, Limooh or Limoon; Santa 
Rosa was Hurmal; San Nicholas was Ghalashat; San Miguel was Too-a-can, while Anacapa 
retains its Indian name—vide No. 9 of First Series of Indianology on Santa Barbara County 
Indians. According to Hugo Reed, the San Gabriel Indians called San Clemente by the name of 
Kinkipan, and Santa Catalina was known as Pineugna. 


Names of the Rancherias of Indians of the Santa Barbara Mission, from the books of the 
Padson and Baptism, by the author, in May 1861: Guainnonost, Sisabanonase, Huelemen, Inoje, 
Luijta, Cajpilili, Missopeno (Sopono), Inajalayehua, Huixapa, Calabuassa, Snihuax Huililoc, 
Yxaulo, Anijue Sisuch, Cojats, Numguelgar, Lugups, Gleuaxcuyu, Chiuchin, Ipec, Sinicon, 
Xalanaj, Xalou, Sisahiabut, Cholosoc, Ituc, Guima, Huixapapa, Eleunaxclay, Taxlipu, Elmian, 
Anajue, Huililic, Inajalaihua, Estuc, Eleuaxcu, Sihuicom, Liam. Some of these were from 
rancherias of the valleys east of the range on the coast. 


524 


The following of these rancherias we had located by the old Indian Martin, now sixty years 
old: | 


Janaya, above the Mission; Salpilil, on the Patera; Aljiman, near the Windmill of La Patera; 
Geliec, near Islet of La Patera; Tequepes, in Santa Ynez Valley; Cascili, in the Refugio playa; 
Miguihui, on the Dos Pueblos; Sisichil, in Dos Pueblos; Maschal, on Santa Cruz Island; Gelo, the 
Islet of La Patera; Cuyamu, on Dos Pueblos, also Cinihuaj on same rancho; Coloc, at the Rio- 
con; Alcax, in La Goleta; Allvatalama, near the La Goleta Estero; Sayokenek, on the Arroyo 
Burro; Partocac Cemetery, near Sea bluffs of La Goleta; Humaliju, of San Fernando Mission; 
Calla Wassa and Anijue, of Santa Ynez Mission; Sajcay, in Los Cruces; Sasaguel, in Santa Cruz 
Island; Lucuyumu, in the same island, dated Nov-1816; Nanahuani and Chalosas, was also on 
same Island. Eljman was on San Marcos. Xexulpituc and Taxlipu, were camps of the Tulares. The 
names of these camps were from all portions of the present county, as it appears from this old 
Indian's testimony, which is conformable to that of other persons. 


The following appear on the books as names of the men. T 
names. 


e women only have Spanish 


Men: Catayu, Mumlyant, Napauita, Camilaijtu, 


Igaicalaed, Hucahuit, Umpum, Axamuat, Mishuyet, Xalicomaxuit, Sanapatset, Siqunaesta, 
Nayatyatisit, Setehuoyet, Patsuguihuit, Tehuiegiqut, Salsiamuset, Sissanunahuit, Sagimunatsee, 
Xaliyasu, Nulanunatcaet, and Camuluyatsep. 


The rancherias of the Missions seem seldom to have exceeded fifty souls, population, and 
often were not over twenty, which seems to have been the casejall over California. 


The above information we obtained through the kindness of the Rev. Father Gonzales. The 
Mission it seems was founded on the 4th Dec., 1786, by Fathers De la Suen, Antonio Paterna, and 
Christoval Oramos, as appears in the first book of Baptisms. The Indians of Santa Barbara called 
the Condor, Puyawek; the Antelope or Berenda, Chuilu; the Elk, Scheuy; and the Grasshopper, 
Tuc. The Cafiada of Marie Ignacio was called Alican. | 


The old missionary priest informs me that the Franciscan Missionary College of Santa Cruz, 
of Querétaro City, has a library of great value and considerable number of volumes. It published 
two folio volumes on the travels and works of its missionaries in North Mexico, which was 
published in Mexico City 1794-99. The College was founded in 1730. The Convent of San 
Francisco in the same city had also a large library formerly, ante 1830. The Juarez Government of 
Mexico made a great seizure, as is said of 30,000 volumes, of these libraries in April 1861, as well 
as those of all parts of Mexico. They all contained immense stores of knowledge on the Indians of 
Mexico between 1550 to 1840. 


There were also large Convent and College Libraries in the cities of Zacatecas, Pueblo los 
Angeles, Oajaca, Guadalajara, Merida of Yucatan, Chiapas, Salamanca, Mexico City, San Luis 
Potosi, as appears from the report of the Minister of Justice and Religion in 1849. All these 
institutions were depositories of great numbers of fine paintings from the best of the old masters 
of Italy and Spain, which were very cheap in the old times prior to 1800. 
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Opening an old ante-1767 Indian Grave 


In May 1861, we opened one of the graves at the Cemetery of Portocae situated on the Mesa 
of *La Galeta y Patera" overlooking the sea shore. We found in it two mortars of from two to three 
gallons capacity, and a small one holding eight ounces which an Indian told us was used to make 
mole in for infants, grind tobacco, etc., made of slate. The large mortars were well made, of bluish 
stone, and similar to those in use by the Mission Indians. The grave contains Spanish beads, of 
glass small flint knives, an old knife made from an iron hoop, and Indian shell money. The body 
was laid with its head to the North. The bones except the skull were much decomposed. The 
bones of whales were set at the head and feet, and the graves were about four feet deep. Some of 
these articles were presented to the California Academy of Sciences. Metates, I am told, are often 
found in the cemeteries of the Santa Barbara county Indians. 


The Silicated Clay Formations 


What seems curious in these sedimentary formations on the sea shore of Santa Barbara 
county, is that they are often found petrified or silicated after as it were, the argillaceous mud had 
been dried in the sun in quadrangular masses with cracks between each such as we every day see 
in the dry season in California at the bottom of a desiccated pond or river margins and bottoms. 
The masses of alluvium seem to have been infiliated with silicacious solutions immediately in the 
process of drying. Other clay formations are silicated without these cracks. Many of them contain 
imbeded in their midst the fossil remains of vertebrata. The paredones or sea cliff of Santa 
Barbara county sea shore consist in many parts of immense masses of indurated clay, formed in 
thin layers from half an inch in thickness, to two, three, and ten or more inches, and they can 
easily be taken off in slabs with a spade. The way they are twisted about and set up in all 
directions, angles and convolutions from Volcanic or dynamic upheavals, side pressures and 
forces, is all plainly visible to any observer. 


The silicated formations are always found in the vicinity of Volcanitos or sulphur vents and 
deposits—that is on the ocean Shores. Very excellent crystallized yellow limestone is also found 
in the vicinity of these Asulfraarias which makes an excellent cement when burnt. Many of these 
sedimentary clays are found in immense masses, colored red, black, and indeed all colors of the 
rainbow, as regular as a brick wall, the discoloration. are from the sulphurous gases. An impure 
form of umber is often also met with, as is also impure sulphur. 


The Indians of the Klamath river, and Northern Ocean Coast 
Counties 


These are bold, cruel, warlike, astute, predatory tribes, always exceedingly troublesome to the 
old fur traders and beaver hunters ante 1840. The Rogue river Indians were well named by the 
Hudson Bay and mountaineer trappers. We have very little doubt, that they often visited the more 
southern coasts of the Santa Barbara channel, and made war and havoc among the Indians 
hereaway. Even at these times they are numerous and as dangerous as ever. A correspondent of 
the San Francisco Evening Bulletin writing from Crescent City in June 1861, complaining of the 
withdrawal of U. S. troops from Fort Terwar near the Klamath reservation in Del Norte county, 
says: The Indians in Del Norte county number near 4,000—just about double the white 
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population. The white people here, too, have a large proportion 
children; so that the Indians are likely to be emboldened to co 
of their country. 
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Note—Under this heading of *Miscellaneous Addenda" have been published various articles 
notes not received in time for insertion in the series in regular order; among these were 


and 


original and additional notes by the author on San Buenaventura Mission, etc, which were 
begun in our July 24 Number, and concluded last week (Aug. 21). A few more promiscuous 
notes will occupy two or three Numbers, when the whole series will be concluded.—Pub. 


Friar Marcos de Niza, or Mark of Nics (in Italy). This celebrated old Franciscan Missionary 


connected with the 1540-history of New Mexico and Western Alta California, it seems from 


Shea's history of the Catholic Missions in the United States (1854), was a native of Nice in Italy, 
whence his name. He had arrived in America in 1531 and was in Peru with Pizaro's plundering 

crew, which gave him such disgust that he returned to Mexico. His health was so much shattered 
by his sufferings in Coronado's expedition of 1540-41, to Cibola and the upper Rio Grande, that 
he never recovered, and died shortly afterwards at Mexico. Humboldt mentions a Father de Niza 


as living in Michoacán, between 1547 and 1550. He was a Provincial of the Franciscan Order. 
companions in the Coronado expedition, were Father Juan de Padilla and Father Louis de 
Escalona, both Franciscans.—[Note, May 1863.] 


The Cemeteries and Sepulcher's of the Cal. Indians 


| 


Near the sites of all the old rancherias of California, may be found a cemetery of the 
neighboring clans for the burial of their dead. Some thirty of these are still well known in the 
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county of Santa Barbara. They all assimilate in appearance. That of Kalawassa, five miles above 
Santa Ynes Mission, on the river-bank, may answer for a description of all of them. 


This cemetery covers a space of about twenty acres, and is covered with the head and body- 
stones over the separate graves of each defunct Indian. Each grave is about three feet from the 
other; the stones are those waterworn by the river; large ones being for the head and feet. There 
seem to have been several hundred bodies buried here. The cemetery is on a gentle slope, and 
answers to the description of some of those of Central America. The bodies are found very old 
and decayed, and with them (as we have witnessed) large and small mortars and pestles, 
sandstone metates, beautifully worked slate saucers, shell money, flint arrow-heads, flint knives, 
sandstone dishes two feet long, perforated slate pipes a few inches long, and other smaller utensils . 
of the household. The bodies are sometimes found inclosed in a wall of round or of flat stones, 
and some of them seem to have been interred at whole length, while others are said to be found 
sitting down; the latter is still the custom among many tribes of California Indians, from Cape St. 
Lucas to Shasta. Near the cemetery of Tekepis, six miles from Kalawassa, further up the river, 
there are two large sandstones, three or four feet in diameter, flattened on the top and set in the 
ground, which are covered with circles grooved in the stone, and teeming to represent the figure 
of the sun or moon. Some of the mortars will hold five gallons and are as well worked as if by a 
stonecutter. Some of the pilas or saucers were beautifully made of black slate, cut sharp with the 
knives or scrapers of flint, agate, or jasper, so abundant in all the mountain districts. Many of them 
still remain in the different missions, being used by the old missionaries to hold the holy water 
blessed by the priest for the use of the congregation and set in the wall near the church door. A 
collection of Indian utensils of household, war, and ornament, would be very curious and 
interesting.—[Note, May 1863.] 


The Nes Pers or Saptia Indians 


These Indians inhabiting the central table lands or the eastern portions of Old Oregon, erected 
in 1863, into the new territorial government of Idaho, are stated to number in the 1862 report of 
the Indian Bureau 3,700 souls. They have been Christianized by the Jesuit Missionaries under De 
Smet and others from 1840 to the present time, and also by Messrs. Spaulding, Whitney and 
others of the protestants, whose long and arduous labors have effected great good amongst them. 
These facts may be ascertained in detail from Father De Smet's travels and the various 
publications of Messrs. Whitney, Spaulding, Lee and others. They are estimated as the most 
intellectual and civilized of all the Indian nations of the Pacific Dominion, and seem to be of the 
same class and affinities as the Zunis, the Pimas, and other pueblo tribes of New Mexico and 
Arizona, and equal to the Opatas and Maqos of Sonora, or even to our Cherokees and Choctaws. 


During the treaties made with them by the United States officers of the Indian Department 
from 1854 to June 1863 they have showed excellent intellectual capacities. The late treaty of May, 
1863, made by Mr. Commissioner Hale with the Nes Percez's as reported in the San Francisco 
Evening Bulletin of May and June current, shows their Chief or spokesman, Lawyer, so be equal 
in every respect, in the premises discussed, to the United States officers, themselves. His noble 
speech, on that occasion, is worthy of lasting record. 


The wrongs that have been practiced on this tribe and others of the Pacific domain whose 
inclinations have been of the best kind since 1848, by emigrants, miners and others, cry out for 
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vengeance to God for redress. Not that we advocate a maudlin sympathy for the Indian, but justice 
is eternal, and now that efficient power is being lodged in the hands of the General Government, it 
is to be hoped that these crying and horrible abuses will be stopped forever and the well-inclined 
Indians be allowed to gradually and humanely melt into the associations of the rest of 
Christendom. The example of the Hudson Bay Company is wel] worthy of imitation. How is it we 
hear of no expensive and wasting wars in their territories, and so few murders? Because the police 
is efficient, the laws equal, and neither red nor white man makes and executes his own laws. The 
curse of anarchy and civil war will surely fall on all people who recklessly abuse all authority and 
arrogate to themselves a truculent power of public exemption.—[Note, July, 1863.] 


Memoranda, 20th July, 1863. 


In a document preserved at the Mission of Santa Barbara of twelve folio pages, written by 
Father Junípero Serra, in May 1773, and addressed (while he was in Mexico city), to the Viceroy 
Buccarilla on the state and condition at that time of the Missions of Alta California, he styles the 
Indians around the Mission of San Luis Obispo “de la nacion de los Tichos,” a term we had not 
heard of before. This document is very interesting and is not contained in Palou's Biography of 
Serra, of 1786. Clavijero states, in his work on Lower California, that in 1768 the more northern 
of the Jesuit Missions, to wit; San Ignacio, Santa Gertrudis, San F. Borgia, and Santa Madue; 
contained 3,300 Indians; while the ten remaining ones south to Cape San Lucas, contained only 
from 200 to 500 each—1.e. about 3,000 more. These first more northern ones, with those of the 
seven Dominican Missions, established from 1774 to 1800 between Santa Marie and San Diego, 
undoubtedly had one general language and were afilees of the Yuma tribes, who seem to have 
extended from San Ignacio through the whole peninsula upward and also covering the present 
counties of San Diego, San Bernardino, and Los Angeles, in our State. The ten Missions south of 
San Ignacio would seem to be entirely different, with affinities with the tribes of the northern 
coasts of the State of Sinaloa on the opposite side of the Gulf of California. The tribes of these 
coasts were more adventurous and warlike than those even er north, up the Gila. 


The Colorado and Mohave Indians 


| 

We are happy to announce, in the numbers of the Indianology, the appointment of an old 
friend, Herman Ehrenberg, Esq., to the special agency of the Indians of the extensive Mohave and 
Colorado mining districts. From what we know of this gentleman, from his residence in 
California since 1848, we believe the Government could not have made a more worthy selection 
and of one better acquainted with the tribes of the Colorado and Gila country, where he has 
resided since 1855. Mr. Ehrenberg is a Prussian by birth and a relative of the great naturalist of 
that name. He is the author of an excellent map of Arizona and Sonora, which has gone through 
two editions, and is a gentleman of excellent education and principles. Ehrenberg has laid out 
towns in Humboldt bay, Monterey county, and in the Colorado valley, and is well known in our 
State as a topographical surveyor and has been a most indefatigable traveler and explorer of 
Pacific domain, particularly in South California, Arizona, Sonora and Sinaloa. 


We shall likely now have from our friend some consecutive, intelligent and connected account 
of the language, history and traditions of the tribes of the Colorado and Mohave and of Western 
New Mexico, as well as of the mineral developments of those anciently civilized countries; of 
cursory accounts and of short vocabularies we have had enough in the Railroad volumes and other 
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late works; what we now may expect are grammars, dictionaries and historical inquiries and a 
survey of the ancient Toltecan civilization of all Western New Mexico and the present Arizona, 
which formed parts of the ante 1800, Alta California. 


This impressa is worthy of the talents and studies of our old friend, and if accompanied by 
necessary maps, locating the old ruins and hieroglyphics of the Upper Rio Grande and the large 
eastern confluence of the great Colorado of the West, which has been so loosely written about by 
priests and officers unacquainted with the history of those districts, prior to 1820, will establish 
his name before the literary public of America and Europe which all his friends know will confer 
the highest credit on his appointment as an officer of the Indian Bureau.—[July, 1863.] 
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Professor John Carl W. Boschmann, of Berlin. The Munic, Bavarian, correspondent of the San 
Francisco Evening Bulletin, vide issue of that journal 2 July, 1863, makes the following note on 
the great student of the Indian languages of this coast: | 


I don't know whether your State Legislature has done anything to get copies of 
the numerous documents for the ethnography and history of California and 
the other countries along the Western Pacific coast, which exist in different 
parts of Germany. I had yesterday a long conversation with a very, learned 
man, Prof. Dr. Boschmann, member of the Royal Academy of Sciences at 
Berlin, who spent at least twenty years on his disquisitions on the languages 
of the Western American continent. He has already published several works 
to our California libraries. Those which have been published are not to be had 
in this State. The labors of this eminent savant In the field of the Alta 
California and West Mexico philology have been often noticed in the series of 
the Indianology, and more at large in the authors' Bibliografa Californica in 
the Sacramento Union of June 1863. | 


There are said to be great numbers of Indian grammars and dictionaries still 
preserved in the libraries of Boston, New York and Philadelphia, which it 1s 
very desirous should be printed by the assistance of governments or the 
learned societies of Europe and America. The great enterprise of Mr. Shea, if 
encouraged, would completely effect this object; if not in his life time, at least 
by his volumes on the interesting subject, and a grammar by him of the 
ancient Sonora language is passing through the press. If there are any 


gentleman in your money-making country who take an interest in these 
learned matters, I can send them copies. Perhaps I shall send you a particular 
report on the works of Dr. Boschmann concerning Western America. He is the 
same savant who was the right hand of Alexander Humboldt in finishing his 
celebrated and last work, Kosmos, and is the sole author of the Index to the 
Kosmos, which comprises more than 800 pages. The eminent statesman and 
linguist, William Humboldt, the brother of Alexander, bequeathed to Dr. 
Boschmann his large collection of old grammars of the Indian languages, 
which will be published at the expense of the Royal Academy. 


The eminent correspondent of the San Francisco Bulletin would confer no greater favor to our 
libraries than to forward a few copies of Boschmann's Indian successors. 


Sta. Ines Indians 


The Monitor says: 


The Rev. Juan Comapla has lately made a discovery at the old Mission of 
Santa Ynes, in Santa Barbara county, pertaining to the languages of the 
Indians of those parts. This was a translation from the ritual in their idiom of 
the administration of the Holy Viaticum and Extreme Unction, and also of the 
ceremonies of Baptism and Matrimony. These were found in a copy of the 
Ritual Romana of 1758, and made in the handwriting of one of the old 
missionary fathers of 1813. The manuscript will shortly be published.—[Oct. 
1862.] 


Digging the “span-ooch” 
The Victoria Chronicle (V. I.) of 14th May, 1863 remarks: 


A curious and beautiful custom is observed at this season of the year by the 
Songish Indian. A plant, called in Indian the “Span-ouch,” is found growing 
wild in the fields about the 15th of May. The root of this plant is about the size 
of that of a tulip, and being nutritious, and closely resembling in taste the 
sweet potato, is highly esteemed by the natives as an article of food. So, about 
the time of the year that the Span-ooch is expected to blossom, each of the 
marriageable young bucks in the village incites his sweetheart to accompany 
him to the fields and see if the roots of the plants are sufficiently advanced to 
admit of digging. The young folk (who are supposed to be no judges in such 
matters) wander through the fields hand-in-hand, and wherever a Span-ooch 
flower peeps its head above ground it is plucked, until large bouquets have 
been obtained, when they bear them to the village. In the evening the heads of 
families meet at one of the lodges and examine the bouquets. If the roots are 
ripe for digging, a general turnout occurs. Men, women, and children, 
provided with basket and short wooden spades, proceed to the fields and pass 
the day in digging for the Span-ooch. The day upon which the first digging 
occurs is known as the Lalla-met Span-ooch, or “day on which we dig the 
roots,” and the succeeding night is made the occasion of much rejoicing and 
feasting. The digging for this year commenced yesterday, and the fields in the 
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vicinity of Victoria contained numerous groups of men, women, and children, 
busily engaged in the hunt. The Span-ooch season will last about four weeks. 


Note—A similar plant is found in the mountains of South California. 


Mission Church in Arizona 


One of the California Volunteers, writing from Tucson, alone. to the Marysville Appeal, 
Says: | 


I lately visited the old Jesuit Mission of San Xavier, ten miles distant, and 
could I tell all that might be told of its magnificent appearance, I could furnish 
“outside” for the Appeal for a month. It is a strange sight to meet in this 
desolate country. It stands on a little rise of ground in the center of a fertile 
valley, through which the river Santa Cruz makes its way, and is a prominent 
landmark for a long distance up and down the valley. Major Emory, in his 
report on the survey of the Sonora boundary line, says of the Mission: 


A beautiful church, with its exterior walls richly ornamented, carved, and 
stuccoed, and the interior handsomely decorated and painted in bright colors, 
with many paintings in fresco. still stands as a monument to the zealous labor 
and religious enthusiasm of the Jesuits of the last century. 


I found no records to tell the date of the erection of the building, but I found a 
register of deaths, which commenced in 1732 and ended in 1768. I enclose the 
last leaf which I brought away as a relic. The place is nearly deserted now, 
except by the few Papago Indians who live there, and guard the property of 
the church with a jealous care. The building is in a good state of preservation, 
and will stand for many years a monument of mechanical skill and ancient 
architecture, a wonder to behold.—[August 1862.] 


An Indian Watchtower 


On the extreme summit of a tall, sugar-loaf shaped peak, situated a short distance south of the 
principal mines of Palmyra District, is a curious stone building; evidently the work of the Pi-Ute 
or Washoe Indians. This structure is of a circular form, and some 8 or 10 feet in diameter at the 
base. It is a dome in shape, the walls being contracted as they rise till they meet and form the cone. 
There is a rude door on the north side of this hut, but it is so small and low that to enter by it one 
must go in on all fours. Some who have seen this singular hut have supposed that it inclosed the 
grave of some Indian chief or brave, but the most probable conjecture as to its use is that it was 
built as a sort of watchtower, or place in which a sentinel might find shelter while watching for the 
lighting of signal fires on the peaks of the distant ranges. This peak is eminently calculated for a 
signal station, as from the watchtower on its summit, fires burning either on the hills beyond the 
Truckee Meadows, or on the Walker River Mountains might be plainly seen, or a fire lighted on 
its top might call in the scattered bands of the tribe from these and other distant places. The 
Palmyra country contains splendid orchards of nut pine, and was formerly a favorite place of 
resort for the Pi-Utes. Palmyra is on the border of the territory claimed by the Washoes, and until 
about ten years ago the two tribes were constantly at war—therefore it is most probable that the 
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tower was built as a lookout from which to watch the motions of the Washoes. [Territorial 
Enterprise, Nov. 1862.] 
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The Pima Nations of Arizona and Sonora | 
Note of 30 August, 1863 


Mr. Shea has lately published in his series, two excellent works on the Pima language 
extensively spoken in Arizona, Sonora, Sinaloa, and the Western Cordilleras of Northwest 
Mexico, copies of which have just been received. The first is a treatise on the Heve dialect, of 
some fifty pages, compiled in the latter part of the 18th century. It would appear the Heves were 
tribes on the head waters of the rivers Yaqui and Sonora, which are not now easy of strict location. 
The second work is a lengthy and excellent grammar, with catechism and confession of the 
Nerome language, written seemingly by a Franciscan friar about 1785, and not by a Jesuit priest 


as it has been assumed, of over 100 pages octavo. These two works were brought from Spain by 
Mr. Buckingham Smith in manuscript, a few years ago. 


It appears from the present Mexican and American with the old Spanish authorities, civil, 
military, and religions, that this Pima language extended from not far north from Caliacan in 
Sinaloa, to the Yuma tribes of Southern California, and, as conjectured by others, as far up as the 
Moquis and Zunis of New Mexico, also west from the Tarahumaras of the Western Cordilleras of 
Chihuahua to the gulf of Colorado, i.e. it included the Minos, Facile Tarahumaras, Eudeves, 
Seris, Opates, Papagos, etc, that is nearly all the tribes of the Arizona, of the Gila, all of Sonora, 
one-third of western Chihuahua and one-half of Sinaloa, or a district of country about 400 miles 


long by about 400 broad. The Mayos bordered on the Coras of Central Sinaloa, who are well 
known, from grammars in their language, to have strong Aztec affiliations. The number of the 
Pima tribes in 1863 is probably from 75,000 to 100,000 souls, but in the last century when 
civilized by the Jesuit and Franciscan Missions (1650 to 1830), they must, train all accounts in the 
numerous missions and villages, have numbered not far from 200,000 souls. These tribes still 
constitute the bulk of the peon and laboring population of the districts named. At their first 
knowledge of the Spaniards, in say 1535, they were all found to be agricultural Indians, settled in 
small villages, as we now see the Pimas and Maricopahs of the Gila and the present Yaquis and 
Mayos, and not in large castellated buildings, like those of Zuni and Acoma of the Rio Grande 
country. Grammars, dictionaries, catechisms, etc, of all the languages of the nations above named 
were written by the Catholic Missionaries between 1650 and 1800, of which Ludewig in his 1858 
bibliography gives an account, as may be seen abbreviated in the 141st number of the 
Indianology, vide F'4ruer of 10th of July ulto. The researches (1850 to 1862), of the learned 
Boschmann of Berlin, who is said to be the custodian of William Humboldt's library of Indian 
philologics, have thrown a flood of light on the connections and affiliations of the Pima language 
and its dialects with those of Mexico on the south and east, and California, New Mexico, etc, on 
the north and west. The great desideratum now of Boschmann and his brother savans is, 
grammars of the Apaches, Utahs, and Navajos, and of the two pueblo Indian nations of New 
Mexico, to compare with those already named of the Pimas of Sonora. Shea's series will supply 
him with two grammars and dictionaries of Alta California, and also two of the same of old 
Oregon, with several of Puget Sound, besides some 200 tribal vocabularies of the same districts, 
by which he will now be able to institute a rigid basis of analysis and comparison. The door will 
thus be opened to an immense telescopic view of the past migrations of the Indian races of this 
continent. 


The New Mineral Explorations, June 1858 to May 1861 


Santa Barbara, Mag 1861 


The old world grows and swells apace, and events crowd the stage of the Pacific drama in 
these 1861 days. Men get confused and perplexed at the daily infusion of contradictory events 
impelled by the propulsion and repulsion of the eccentric gyrations and vibrations of the 
California magnet. The Providence of God moves, indeed, in a mysterious manner in the affairs of 
our United States since the first of the new year. Let us be patient and learn how impotent we are 
when left to ourselves—how little capacity we have to divine the destiny he assigns us. 


Now we shall note what has dotted the composed surface of our little lakelet since the Frazer 
gold Rabia of 1858. The discovery of the precious metal, to May 1861 since that period have been 
consecutive, persistent, and advancing. From the parallel of 49°, the Cordillera of the North 
Pacific has been superficially traversed by the silver and gold hunters from the North to the South, 
on the Eastern and Western declivities, and the existence of these minerals in wealthy quantities 
has been demonstrated to a most enlivening fact throughout a length of twenty-eight degrees of 
latitude, or say about 2,000 miles, and that altogether by Anglo Saxon energy. Great stores of 
silver have been found on the eastern slope of the Sierra Nevada of California, and of the adjacent 
boundaries of New Mexico and Arizona, and of Utah and Oregon. There is only a space of about 
80 miles between the silver discoveries of Arizona and California in May 1861. The Washoe and 
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Arizona gambusinos and explorers are meeting each other in the desert wilds of the Colorado 
mountains. Yet greater developments await us. Mining camps are being established by hardy, 
rugged, laborious, enterprising, intelligent men, along the whole line of the immense distance 
indicated. The last mineral camp established on the Virgen of the Colorado shows no diminution 
in the display of silver, gold, copper, and mercury. In one single year more, the connection of the 
mineral ranges of the old Alta California with the Sierra Madre of Mexico will be completely 
demonstrated to the satisfaction of all—we shall then begin to fully realize the status of our 
present realities, and we can frame conjectures of what influence the immense mineral deposits of 
Arizona, Sonora, Sinaloa, Utah, New Mexico, Oregon, Washington, British Columbia, and Lower 
California will have on the affairs of California, and through her the world, for they will all come 
and offer their treasures at her feet first, being, as it were, her own progeny, the offspring of her 
labors. | 


Certain it is that there is no end hereaway to the valuable deposits of gold, silver, quicksilver, 
iron, copper, and all the other precious and useful metals and minerals. Every decade now will 
heap on us new developments, new riches, great investments, strides of progress, grand vistas of 
future fructifications of power, extension and renown, and likewise new duties growing out of 
strange opportunities. Evidently now the world begins to realize California, to be drawn closer to 
her as the central magnet, for she is everything in one, and one in everything. When the round 
globe is circled by the messengers of Puck, when the mind of man can communicate by pulses 
and tell his hopes, wishes, fears and aspirations, and the corporeal casement of this sensorium be 
conveyed in the car and vessel of steam, or whatnot, to whither he desires, which the next three 
decades will accomplish, we shall be able to see clearer, eye to eye, between the different races of 
man on the earth's surface. So let us not despair at present complications—the Divine Master 
holds the scales—we shall know at the proper time something of the reason of our coming into 
these new parts. We came not of our own accord, though we presumptuously suppose, 
dogmatically assert, it is all our own doing, our own begetting; we shall settle down in our own 
happy valleys at last. But there is no such thing as a happy valley to nations. 


Mining Speculations, 1857-1861 


Itis a fact that between the first of January 1857, and the first of May 1861, no less than eighty 
millions of money (on paper) have been invested in mining company speculations of silver, gold, 
and copper, as may he seen in the public records of California, and of Washoe and Arizona. To be 
sure these do not at present represent much more than two millions of cash capital (the speculators 
not having enough cash sometimes to pay the recorder's fees), but what a wonderful spirit and 
energy does it show in the short space of four years. The bulk of such speculations has been 
effected within the last twelve months—the Californians have been the inspirators of this 
wonderful movement. In this space of four years they traversed, as gambusinos, from Fraser river 
to Sonora, and only lack some fifty miles on the Colorado to cdnnect their exploring from the 
north down, and the south up. Here then is much more than a mare's nest with an elephant's egg, 
or Sinbad Aladdin. Doubtless in the decade 1860-1870, all these mining companies will be under 
successful and profitable progress. What a momentum will this accumulate to gather toward the 
southern paradises of the red man. What a commerce it will stimulate, and then, afterwards, what 
strange new policies will be inducted. They will let stumble on boulders of solid silver, and 
masses, chispas of gold, huge emeralds, rubies, diamonds, etc, greater than ever suspected before. 


539 


The old world of men will tremble and quake at the wonders of California and her brood of 
strange progeny. Everything will feel it, everything give way before it. 


But doubtless Providence will turn the directions of all these affairs to the advance of a better 
age in the progress of the human race. At least the advance of more adventurous and cultivated 
men will unfold the mysteries or the Ancient Indians of the California Empires and Governments, 
and all the long hidden secrets of the Southern valleys be gradually brought to light. Man will be 
drawn together in a bond of intelligence with his fellow man and the *Golden Flame" warm all 
hearts, and incline to more generous sympathies. 


The Your Series of the Indianology of California. This concludes the series of the Indianology 
of California, which have appeared in the CALIFORNIA FARMER from 1860, to the present, 1863. It is 
proper to make my acknowledgments to Col. Warren for the enterprise and zeal he showed in 
giving such lengthy notes, covering so great a space of time, to the public. As such, he has the 
commendations of literary men in the Atlantic States and Europe, whose good opinion all 
collaborators of the press esteem as their greatest honor, next to receiving cash subscriptions of a 
compensating quality. 


Unfortunately, from my absence from the place of publication, the numbers could not be 
properly divided and numbered up as is proper in the issuance of such fragmentary material 
scattered over so many numbers of the FARMER. 
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[The following came to hand too late for insertion before the close of the Indianology series. ] 


Note of September, 1863. 


The Indian Games 


The readers of the Railroad Survey volumes will remember the Ring game of the Mohaves, 
which is finely delineated in Whipple's account of those Indians. This diversion is played by a 
small ring, or hoop, of wood, set running, and two persons chasing after it with spear or sticks to 
run it through or take it up with their spears before it falls to the ground. From Reed's account of 
the Los Angeles tribes, it seems that this game, obtained and was in use among them, and it would 
appear that the Indians of all the Missions south of Ynez also were addicted to it. The old 
Missionary Fathers allowed all their old genies among the neophytes that were not vicious in their 
nature, and when the old foreigners came to the country between 1825 and 1835, it was it 
common thing to see the Indians going through the performances of their national games, at the 
appointed times and seasons of the different tribes. The Ring game prevailed through Santa 
Barbara county, as the old foreigners inform me, and it shown a connecting link with the nations 
on the Mohave find Colorado. The other games they used were also similar to those, which 
different writers have given of the Sacramento and San Joaquin tribes. 


The Kawhilla Indians of the Tulares.—In the San Francisco Wide West, of 1855, may be found 
several valuable articles on these Indians by a writer who signs himself J. H. R. We have not been 
able to procure for our papers more than the vocabulary of this tribe, which will be found at large 
in the First Series of the Indianology, but from the cure bestowed on this, the remaining articles 
must be of value to inquirers. The Wide West is now long discontinued, but doubtless bound 
volumes are preserved in San Francisco. In the volumes of Schoolcraft's History of the Indian 
tribes, may be found some excellent notes and vocabularies of the same Indians by Adam 
Johnson, written in 1852. 


The Sierra Nevada Indians 


These tribes unmistakably seem to be affilees from the Klamath Lakes to the Tejon; probably 
they are all Pah Utes, or one class or other of Root Diggers, and off-shoots of the extensively 
distributed Shoshones. In Hutchins’ California Magazine, for April 1859, will be found an 
excellent article on this class of our tribes, said to he written by Mr. Wadsworth, late editor of the 
Placerville American, a very celebrated paper his day. These notes are illustrated by most 
faithfully executed wood-cuts of the customs and life of the California Indian. The delineations 
would answer for all the coast tribes of the ancient Mission districts. It is much to be lamented that 
among the many intelligent observers of our State residing among the Indians of the Tulare 
country and those of the Sacramento and Sierra Nevada countries, and those north of the Bay 
since 1850, no writer has yet given to the world a full consecutive and detailed account of the 
tribes among whom they lived. The different Indian reservations have interpreters and agents 
thoroughly acquainted with their language, habits, customs, games, feasts, dances, traditions, 
language, etc., etc., but no one will undertake this very necessary and much required work, 
because there is *no pay" in it. All the mammon seekers, politicians, and editors have allowed 
themselves to be outstripped by the poor old Spanish Friar Missionary of San Juan Capistrano, of 
1824, who had no modern lights to guide him as the present generation have. 


The Divergence of Dialects 


When we come to consider the great number of dialects of the present European languages, 
we ought not to be surprised at what prevails among those of Alta California and Mexico. Take 
for instance, the English in 1863, one thousand years after the death of Alfred the Great; if an 
American speaking the undefiled English were to travel in England and Wales, among the rural 
population, he would be astonished to find that every fifty or sixty miles has its dialect, or lingo of 
rude British Anglican. impossible for a stranger to understand without an interpreter. This fact is 
hardly to be credited in the United States, but we have only to go into the out of the way and 
retired population of each English county to make the fact patent. What may be stated of England 
is also true of Germany, France, Spain, etc, even to China. Apply this great and living fact to 
California and Mexico, and one great secret or mystery of our infinitude of dialects and apparent 
multiplicitous language is no longer difficult of solution. There are radical mother languages in 
Pacific North America, as there are now in modern Europe, and they are only to be discovered by 
long study of competent minds gifted with the genius of language. In Europe, such persons exist 
who understand scientifically all the dialects of certain mother tongues from personal observation, 
but not so yet in Pacific North America or Mexico. When we remember the remarks of Clavijero 
and Venegas before 1770, that the dialects of the Guaicura and Cochimies languages of Lower 
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California are so extremely difficult to understand, that a stranger to them would immediately 
take them to be distinct languages, a fact restated by both Boscana and Reed of those of Los 
Angeles and San Diego counties, as may be seen in our series of papers, and which is confirmed 
in our day among the Kawhillas of the San Joaquin Valley, and the Mutsunes from Soledad to San 
Francisco, a great truth is brought home to the minds of all intérested in the study of the 
Indianology, of the highest practical value in future investigations. A very strange fact was 
brought to light in 1859, by St. Ives, as pertaining to the long lost Moqui Pueblos, which he for the 
first time since 1540 located properly on our maps. There are seven pueblos or towns of these 
Indians, all within thirty miles of each other, yet they so diverge in dialect, that some of the 
villages cannot converse with each other. This is found, however, to be the case with the Pima 
clans or tribes in many cases, for not less than twenty different philological works were written 
before 1800 on the Mayos, Yakis, Opatos, Papagos, and Pimas of the Gila, living within a circuit 
of some 400 miles, and yet one general language, on comparison by the missionaries, was found 
to prevail amongst them. | 
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